






FILIAL PIETY-MARIAN AND FAMILY

with our stress on democratic action, the notion of the family
council in which the children participate in the process of decision-
making, is held in high esteem in some quarters.

What needs to be emphasized , at seems to ffie, is not that
these new developments are bad and should be nipped in the
bud, bui that in the final analysis, the uttimate authority in the,
hcnne is that of the father. We can all help him reach the decision,
but vrlre,r he make; tlre decision we all have the duty, in filial
piety, to obey.

3. Tlr:rdiy, filial piety is characterized by a spirit of devoted-
ness, a willingness to do all in our power to promote the glory of
God. This calls for a great unselfishness, a desire to sacrifice one-
se, f . Father Simler f requently summed it up in these few words,
"Desire nothing, refuse nothing." (Filial Piety, p. 72.) Look for
nothing for yourself and never turn down an inspiration from God
or His Blessed Mother to do good.

In trying to make an application to the natural farnily, we
again see how limited the application must be. Some children are
selfish by nature, others are selfish because they have been pam-
pered by their parents. Again, we hope for and try to develop
unselfish, mature human beings. But can we expect that, on the
average, they will sacrifice all for their family? The individual has
a right and in most cases a duty to live his own life. lt is only the
exceptionally devoted child whose vocation it is to give up his
own future in order to take care of aged or infirm parents, or
brothers or sisters who need guidance and protection, p€rhaps
because the parents have already been called to their eternal reward.

Thus we see that the complete self-abandonment which is
necessary at the supernatural level in order to attain sanctity does
not have its perfect counterpart in the natural order. Nevertheless,
the devotedness which characterizes spiritual filial piety can serve
as a model for natural filial piety-a goal to be striven for even
thoug h we ca n not atta in it in its perf ection.

4. The fourth characteristic of filial piety is a spirit of tender-
ness and affection. "Piety is essentially love, charily, tendeFhesS;
it is the f ree, VOluntary, spontaneous, yet iust and reasonab!e
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homage of the heart, of the mind, of a ll the f aculties of the

of all the powers of life. ." (Filial Piety, p. 58.)

Father Simler exhorts us to search our souls on this
"See whether you serve (God) not by constraint, but through
not occasionally, but constantly; in small things as well as in

sou l,

point'
love,
great

things, in dtyness as in consolation; if you do not love Him in this

manner, you have not the true spirit of piety, such as God gives

it to His children." (lbid., p. 59.)
We have already discussed the place of love in the natural

family. We may merely add here that love begets love. Especially

for the small child, any discussion of love of his parents as an

obligation will be meaningless. But he can feel the warmth of their

affection in the way they speak to him, cdress him, minister to his

needs. This has real meaning, and this the child will reciprocate.

5. The final characteristic of filial piety is that it is Marian.

It is through the Mother that the Father is glorified in His Son,

made man. Or, as our motto expresses it, "Through the Mother to

the Son."
Christ "pays a similar homage of respect, submission, devoted-

ness, and affection to His Mother; he continues to honor her in
heaven, living with her equally for the honor and glory of His

Father." (Filial Piety, p. 59.)
Father Simler then goes on to make some absolute but none

the less true predictions: He "who would try to acquire the spirit
of piety without having a tender devotion to the most holy Virgin,
wou ld be losing h is time; on the contrary, whoever endeavors to

find the spirit of piety in the practice of filial piety towards Mary,

chooses the shortest, the easiest, and the surest way." (lbid, P.60.)
Father Chaminade explains this close relationship in this wa/:

"Christ has so ordained all concerns of religion that Mary partici-

pated a nd cooperated in a | | of them. lf other proof were wa nted,

would we need aught else but to mention that Mary is the Mother

of Jesus and of all those that are born of Jesus?" All the graces

we receive from Christ pass through the hands of Mary. "The best

and richest of Fathers prepares the means of our salvation" and

"through the hands of the most tender Mother He applies these
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means to us! Having thus placed all the treasures of His grace
in the hands of Mary, He thus evidences His intention of having
us ever apply for them to her; our confidence in her reverts tc
H is honor. " (Spirit, p. I 50.)

Since filial piety is Marian, its applications in the natural family
are f airiy obvious. But let us consider them nevertheless, in the
final section of this discussion on the exercises of filial piety.

EXERCISES OF FItIAt PIETY

Let us consider merely two exercises of filial piety-imitation
of virtues and the family reunion.

Mary , of course, is the epitome of all virtues. No virtue can
be mentioned which she did not practice in its highest perfection.
But it is interesting, and, lhope, instructive, to note that the Spirit
of Orrr Foundation ref ers to a n interesting gathering of Soda I ists to
discuss the ten principal virtues which the Gospel records of Mary.

We demonstrate our filial piety towards God and Mary and
our spiritual brotherhood with Christ by practicing these, and of
course all the other, virtues of which Mary is our model.

The ten virtues and the scriptural references, in brief, are these:

I ) Her chastity: "l know not man."
2) Her prudence: "She thought within herself what manner

of salutation this should be Mary kept all these words, pon-
dering over them in her hea rt."

3) Her humility: "Behold the handmaid of the Lord . . He

hath regarded the humility of His handmaid."
4) Her faith: "Blessed art thou that hast believed."
5) Her piety"'My soul doth magnify the Lord The

apostles persevered in prayer with Mary, the Mother of Jesus."
6) Her obedience' She obeyed the law of the state in going

to Bethlehem to be inscribed, and the Mosaic Law ordering her to
visit the Temple in Jerusalem.

7) Her poverty: "She wrapped Him in swaddling clothes and
la id H im in a ma nger She of f ered a sacrif ice of a pa ir of
turtle doves or two young pigeons."

8) Her patience' She fled into Egypt; she sought her Sorr
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for three days; she beheld H im suspended on the cross.

9) Her charity: "Th"y have no wine." She visited Elizabeth.

I 0) Her compassion: " A sword of sorrow shall pierce thy
hea rt."

Mary is our Mother. We should imitate her in the practice of
the virtues which she developed to such perfection. For the Marian-
ist, the Constitutions of the Society of Mary have reminded him of
this f rom the earliest days of his formation: "As an effect of this

filial piety, the child of the Society is instinctively led to imitate the

life of Jesus and Mary by applying himself , with marked predilec-

tion, to reproduce the virtues most conspicuous in the family cf
Nazareth. Among these virtues he discerns especially humility,
simplicity, the spirit of faith and of mental pra yer, and the f amily
spirit; these ought to be the prominent features of the Society of
Mary." (Article 296.)

In the family of nature, parents should also recognize that
children are great imitators. Even at a very early age they are quick
to pick up moral attitudes, not from an understanding of the words
they hear, but from the intonation of the voice, the emotional tone,

and the actions they witness.

By being models of the virtues Mary practiced, pdrents give
good example to their children and gradually develop in them the

habits of right action which are the virtues.

Contrariwise, if parents do not practice what they preach thev

may be almost certain that their children will ignore the preach-

ments and imitate the practices.

Besides the imitation of virtue, another exercise of filial piety

is the family reunion.
Reversing the order f or th is once, let us f irst consider Father

Simler's pen picture of the reunion in the family of nature. In this

duy of television, motion pictures, and the family car, we may have

to make some revisions, but the central idea is still practical. He

says: "When night comes oo, terminating the labors of the duy, the
whole family assemble around father and mother; all the children
are happy and content; the absent ones are not forgotten, for them

there is a memento of prayers. The hardships of the duy are over
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and forgotten, there is mutual encouragement for new exertions
and, after renewed devotion in the morning, they disperse with
ioyful hearts, each resuming his allotted occupation." (Filial Piety,
p. .|05.) 

He then goes on to sketch the huppy renewals of filial
piety on special occasions throughout the /€ar: namedays, anni-
versaries, a family event, "not to mention any of the sweet sur-
prises invented by the piety and delicacy of every member of the
f am ilyl" (lbid.)

Then he goes on to the spiritual family reunion and waxes
eloguent in his description. "What a family! There is one heavenly
Father Whose loving eyes dwell upon us. Mary, our Mother, whose
ineffable smiles assuage our pains and dissipate our sadhesS; our
heavenly brothers, the angels and saints who tell us of the Father's
glories, of the Mother's tenderfl€ss; we are surrounded by our
brothers on earth and, Uhited in prayer, we ask of our Father graces,

and blessings. Above all Jesus, our elder Brother, receives us with
love, introd uces US, as it were, by the ha nd, into the knowledge
and intimacy with the Father, for it is He Who reveals to us what
is pleasing to the Father. 'Hear ye Him.' (Matt. 17:5). (lbid., pp.
r 05-6.)

There is much more But this is sufficient to give us an idea
of the richness and beauty of the family reunion if we are animated
with true f ilia I piety.

This, then, is filial piety-Marian and family, as taught by the
founder of the Society of Mary, William Joseph Chaminade, and
his successor as Superior General, Joseph Simler.
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MARIAN REPRINTS

Ncr. l-MARY's PLAGE lN ouR LIFE-Rev. T. J. Jorgensen, s.J.
NC). 2-THE MEANING OF MARY-l.ois Schumscier

LITANY FOR OUR TIMES-Roberf L. Reynofds
3-MARY AND THE APOSTOTATE-f,ey. Emil Neuberf, S.M.
4-THE IMITATION OF MARY-Rev. Placid Huoult, S.M.
S-MARY' ASSUMED INTO HEAVEJ{-f,3y. fowrence Evereff, C.SS.R.
6-FATIMA-IN EATTIE ARRAY-f,sy. Joseph Agius, O.P.
7-MEN, MARY. AND MANIINESS-Ed Wlllock
8-MARY. CONCEIVED \YITHOUT $lJ{-f,gy. Froncis Connell, C.SS.R.
9-RUSSIA AND THE IMMACUTATE HEART-Pius Xll
O-MARY OUR INSPIRATION TO ACTION-BrI. .M.
|-SIGN lN THE HEAVENg-f,sv. Jomes O'Mofto
2-SOUL OF MARIAN DEVOTIQ[-f,sy. Edmund .
3-THE MoD shop Fulton J. sheen
{-MOT CHR Egan, O.P.
5-MAR OtlC J. Grillln
6,-THE MYSTERY OF MARY-Rev. Emil Neuberf, S.M.
7-THE BTESSED VIRGIN lN THE L|Tuf,@f-f,sy. Cliftord Howelt, S.J.
8-ouR LADY oF RusslA-Qqfftedne de Hueck Doherty
9-THE WITNESS OF OUR tADY-llsllbishop Atban 6oodier, S.J.

2O-FULGENS CORONA-P|us Xlf
2I_THE IMMACUTATE CONCEPTION AND THE UNITED STATES-

Rev. Iclpf, Ohlmonn, O.F.M.
NO. 22-THE IMMACUIATE CONCEPTION AND THE APOSTOTATE_

lcv. Pilllp Hocfle, 5.1{.
NO. 23-lNEFFAllttS DEUS-Pfls fX
NO. 24-MARY'S APOSTOLIC nOtE tN HtSTOty-Bro. Joha lo#en. S.Irr.
NO. 25-AD DIEM ILIUM-Plnr I
NO. 25-|(NOW YOUR MOTHER TETTER: A MARTAN BtBUOeRApHy-

lro. Sfonley Jr{officws, 5.M.
No. 27-THE fMMAGULATE coNcEPTtoN aND MAny's DEATH-tev. J. D. cotot, o.F.M.
NO. 28-IMMACULATE MOTHER OF GOD-/omcs Frcncls Csrdlnal Mclnlyrc
NO. 29-THE WISDOM OF OUR LADy-Gerstd yann, O.p.
NO. 3fAD CAELI IECINAM-P|nI Xfl
NO. 3l-OUR IADY AT HOME-Rtctrord t. A. Murphy, O.p.
NO. 32-THE BROWN SCAPUTAR OF CARMET-H'enry M. Esfeve. O. Gorm.
NO. 33-MARY'5 ROIE lN THE MYST|CAL BODy-Tionos .{.Stontcy, S.M.
NO. 3'|-MARY AND THE FULLNESS OF TfME-Jeoa Donietou, S.J. 'No. 35-PRorEsrANTlsM AND THE MOTHER oF GoD-t(enieth F. Dougherly, s.A.
NO. 36-THE IEOION OF MARY-Edvord B, Kotter
No. 37-DEvEtoPlNG a souND MARTaN sprRtrualrry-tlfiiliam G. Mosr
NO. 38-IAETITIAE SANCTAE-|eo Xill
NO. 39-THE MOTHERHOOD OF MARy-Enil Neuberf, S.M.
NO. 40-THE HAlt MARY-rones G. S[ow
NO. f l-OUt IADY'S SEREN|TY-Ronatd A. Knor
NO. {2-OUR IADY AND THE HO[y SplRlT-llstrop Leon J. Sucncnr
NO. a3-CHRIST'S DEVOTTON TO MARy-toscph j. porret, S.i.--
NO. 'I'I-MARY. OUR SPIRITUAT MOTHER-WII1ION E. MOSi
NO. {5-MARY lN THE EASTERN CHURCH-Sfcphen C. Gutovlchxo. 46-MARY!S MEDrailoN aND rxe roptslEam.n i. C"nitt, o. carn.


