














SPIRIT OF THE LEGION OF MARY

countless souls around us. They have not been approached and they are
being allowed to die.

We came across a case in Dublin. A celebrated lady, age 95, was chat-
ting with a great friend of hers, a Catholic. “You Catholics are a very extraor-
dinary people. You all think that | am on my way to hell. Yet in the course
of my long life not one Catholic has ever tried to convert me.” That lady
had a most admirable Catholic acquaintanceship, including many people of
holiness. Yet no person ever in all her long life suggested to her that she
might consider the claims of the Catholic Church. Typical? Everybody says,

“Impossible.” If you say it is impossible, you do not understand the doctrine
of the Mystical Body.

THE DOCTRINE OF THE MYSTICAL BODY IS CHRIST living in you and
lending Himself to you to carry Him, to express Himself, to speak, to deliver
His message. If you are silent, if you cry “Impossible,” He is reduced to inac-
tion. This idea is of vital importance; therefore we must push forward—must
never be content. In the beautiful discourse we listened to this evening from
Father Philip Hoelle, he spoke of trying every day to know a little bit more
about Our Lady. We must do that, you know. We are only a few years here,
and that is the real adventure of our lives. We must understand these things
and then we must also try to do a little bit every day. You might reproduce
the idea of Christ trying to assert Himself in a miserable, paralyzed body.
Half the people of the world are only half-believing; you might also say the
other half is almost completely inactive. A few gallant souls are trying to do
the work that is supposed to be done by the whole Mystical Body — but
what’s a mere handful? Your function is trying to drive the blood of the
Mystical Body through those inactive parts. | am trying to awaken all to
their mission, make them realize what they are supposed to do, teach them
activity, teach them the Mystical Body, who Our Lady is. If you don’t do these
things, how are they going to know? They don’t hear the sermons that are
spoken to them. Ask someone what a sermon was all about and he’ll gape
at you; it's as if he had deliberately turned his mind away. Even those wh>
may have listened have a frightfully incomplete notion. We are not construct-
ed to get knowledge in that way. It is by talking, questioning, making ob-
jections, getting another’s answer — that is the way knowledge is fixed in
the mind. You must go out and talk to others and, above all, recruit for the
Legion.

Just fo the extent that you take any of those steps, remember again
that the power of God flows into you and utilizes you because it has to.
Some people say you have to be holy before God will avail Himself of you.
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That is not the case. If you are very holy, so much the better. As the Hand-
book says, the sunlight will stream through a clean window more effec-
tively than through a dirty one — but it goes through all af them. We may
be dirty windows, but the Lord is anxious to use us; if we let Him, He will—
not with our power but with His. The souls of the world are depending
upon that.

IF WE HAVE SIMPLE FAITH which entails those elementary items of
knowledge: what the Mystical Body is, what Our Lady is, her role, there is no
limit to the power that will be poured out through you. Our Lord never
forgot souls when He was on earth. If you read the pages of the Gospel
that is the extraordinary notion that is borne home to you: could a Person be
more devoted to His mission? You couldn’t imagine Our Lord’s mind ever
straying from His purpose or relaxing in His love. He never thought of any-
thing but souls, and every step He took and every word He uttered was dic-
tated by that love. Living in you today, He is the same. His ardor is reaching
out just as in the days of His earthly career, except that in those days if He saw
an opportunity of speaking to people, He stepped aside and spoke to them.
He had more control of His Body; His physical Body responded to His Will.
But today He is in a difficult position because this Body today will not re-
spond to His Will. And yet He is seeking to touch men, to realize that love
of His through us. And we resist Him. He has to plead with us. The Holy
Ghost is always pushing us and pouring inspirations into our mind; Our
Lady is administering every sort of grace to us. But we are not responding.

Actually, every moment of our lives should be full of that idea of being
used by Him. That doesn’t mean you have to drop everything, but be full of
that anxiety. Then you will see things rise up around you as you proceed.
When we study Our Lord’s life again, we notice the tremendous characteristic
about Him which was His idea of personal contact. He didn't use any of the
mechanical means of getting His message over to people, because they
didn’t exist; but, at the same time, if they did, you can’t imagine Him using
them. He made a personal appeal to everybody. He walked and He talked
to people. He interested Himself in each person and He showed His love
for them. He proclaimed the Truth to them. He didn’t force anybody to ac-
cept, but He did those things.

THE LEGION APOSTOLATE IS ESSENTIALLY of that same character. It is
a contact — not a long-distance business. Of course you should avail your-
selves of the mechanical means. If you are able to get a message on the
radio, avail yourselves of the opportunity, but only as a supplement to your
personal one. Do not be deceived by the idea, “Everybody will hear it.”
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They will hear it, but with absolutely no influence upon them. We must seek
out everybody as the Lord did, talk to them, and behave towards them
as the Lord did. Show them interest, show them love, get them to talk.
Don't shove your religion or your view down their throat. Tell them who
you are, what you represent. Get them to talk. Try to answer their questions,
or the difficulties which they may propose to you, even though you may be
inclined to say, “Well, my answers are very feeble. | won't convince any-
body.” You are not the person who is going to convince. If you had the
- tongue of St. Thomas and the Lord was not using it, the tongue would not
convince or convert. The Lord is doing the work. It doesn’t matter whether
you are eloquent or not. The point is: do you have the consideration of
faith, effort, responsible understanding? Then go out as the Lord did and
talk to people — in your own way. Use your own way of expressing it and
His power — the power of the Lord — will operate in you. Remember the
woman who got near to Our Lord just to touch His garment. Power went
out from Him and she was healed. We are the hem of Our Lord’s garment;
but, more than that, His Body. As we walk along in the spirit of faith, the
very people whom the hem of our garment may touch will be touched by
the power of the Lord, and power will go out from Him and tremendous
things will be done by Him.

That's my little talk to you tonight. | would beg of you to think it over.
| beg you to take the Legion seriously. It is being raised up in these days
by Our Lady herself and it has been given a strange power. It is already
the officially-recognized and chief weapon of the Catholic Church. It is the
staff upon which the Church is leaning today. It is large in size, even after
only a lifetime — which is the lifetime of many of you here — 35 years old.
It is operating in 1,000 dioceses of the world, and each week two more di-
oceses are added on and countless branches. It is fighting in every field of
the Church’s activity — reaching out with absolutely the power of the Apos-.
tles themselves for conversions, taking a tremendous stand with the Church
against Communism in China as the army thrown into the field there. And
how did it respond? Archbishop Riberi was asked what was the stature of
the Legionaries in China. He said, “That of the first Christians, no less.” Who
won that fight? The Communists would say they did because they killed
and they crushed — they had the physical power to do all that. But they did
no better. They did not win; they lost. They may have lost the whole battle
of China because they didn’t beat the resistance of those Legionaries. Their
imprisonment, cruel tforture, starvation left them without any real victory.
But the Church lives in China today in spite of persecution. And we know
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that when that has been achieved, we are only looking at the tunnel, and
there is an end to the tunnel.

THE LORD WAS GREAT IN CHINA. Is He any less great here? Why did
He accomplish that great thing there? Because those Legionaries lent them-
selves to Him dauntlessly. | am not pleading for any greater amount of ex-
penditure of time, but | am pleading for a greater degree of expenditure of
appreciation. Get hold of these things that | have been discussing and value
the Legion from that angle. Fill yourselves full of spirit and ardor for it, in
the understanding of those doctrines we have been discussing and then do
your ordinary work. But do it in that spirit of pushing forward, of being al-
ways on duty, of taking the little symbolic steps which may offer them-
selves around you, of saying a word to people — just a word — deeming
nobody as hopeless and no situation as hopeless, taking the step toward
everything — always in that spirit of realization of who you are, “other
Christs,” living Christ, and Christ and Mary using you as a way of giving
themselves to souls. Act in that spirit and you will become irresistible. The
full power of God will be exerted through you.
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