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Chairman
Editor

ISSUES

Issued in November 1964 (Scott No.

1 Escudo value, to

................. ,,

mark the centennary of
the establishment of the
Chamber of Commerce in
Luanda. The coat-ofarms shows a MADONNA
on the left, and St.
Paul on the right.

Seal of the
University of
Vienna

HAITI:

Released December 15, 1964, a 7-set
series for inauguration of
: International Airport. Design
3hoB,a DUR LADY Of P£RPETUflL
HELP above the airport. Our
.
Lady under this title is the
■
4 Patroness of Haiti. From
what we can learn, no imperfs
nor sheets were issued, only
:
proof sets. This issue has
HEnwmbSU bean overprinted "1965" and
MMMMMMMaMMaMfl re leased in January 1965.
(Article by Father Horn on page 17.)

BRAZIL: Issued December 19, 1964, for the
Fourth Centenary of the founding of Rio de
Janeiro. Design depicts the SANCTUARY OF OUR
LADY OF PENHA. (Illustrations and article on
page 18.)

FRANCE: Issued February 8, 1965, 40 c value,
with the design of CHAPEL OF NOTRE DAME DU
HAUT-RONCHAMP. This design is identical to
ths June 13, 1964 issue, 1.25 franc value,
(Scott #1102), illustrated and written up in
the November 1, 1964 issue.)
*****

FORTHCOMING ISSUES
AUSTRIA: To be released in May, 1965, to
commemorate the 600th Anniversary f the
founding of the University of Vienna. In the
upper part of the university seal is found
a seated MADONNA UJITH THE INFANT JESUS on
her lap. The illustration of the seal was
sent to Father Horn by Joseph Aumann of
Vienna.

*****
MOZAMBIQUE CHARITY ISSUE: In the May 1954
issue, page 30, we solicited information con
cerning this philatelic item. Mr. Jozef
Peeters, Bevel, Belgium, has written that he
has obtained a cancelled copy, and this may
be proof that it may have been of current
usage, perhaps as voluntary surtax in addition
to the regular postage. U/e would be interest
ed in hearing from other collectors who may
have details on this issue.
*****
Mr. Tony Rizzo, Chicago, has written us stat
ing that Mozambique #422 in the Madonna Check
list should be Scott No. 409. Also, the
souvenir sheet of Belgium #513a includes a
copy of #511, picturing Our Blessed Lady at
the foot of the Cross. (See article in the
July 1964 issue, whole number 13, page 48.)
**»*

MILAN CATHEDRAL: Begun in 1397, this beautiful
Cathedral, dedicated to Our Lady, is now
"officially completed." The fifth and last
massive 16-foot bronze door, weighing 8 tons,
was recently dedicated by the Archbishop of
Milan. The dimensions of this Cathedral are:
515 feet long, 216 feet wide; it has a facade
of 184 feet with its tall spire, upon which
is the MADONNINA, rising 357 feet. It is the
second largest Catholic Church in the world,
St. Peter's in Rome being the first.
****

PLEASE

PATRONIZE
*««»

OUR

ADVERTISERS

MARIAN POSTAL CANCELLATIONS

LIECHTENSTEIN:

AUSTRIA:
207 Innsbruck, Austria. 8-8-64. STATUE OF Tl-E
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION on top of St.
Anne’s column. "Greetings to the Youth
of the World Organization from the Olym
pic City - Innsbruck. Conference of the
Austrian Philatelic Youth." This column
also appears, but in smaller detail, on
Austrian filarian postal cancellations
Nos. 18 and 23.

29.

Christkindl. Dec. 23, 1964. NATIVITY
SCENE AND STAR OF BETHLEHEM.

BELGIUM;
29. This cancellation listed and illustrated
in the November 1964 issue. Mr. Jozef
Pesters tells us this cancellation iss
ued on the occasion of the coronation of
the statue of OUR LADY OF GOD'S NEED,
which took place August 30, 1964, in the
forest of Buggenhout (East Flanders).

MADONNA WITH STS. SEBASTIAN
AND ROCH - MASECHA CHAPEL

Christmas issue of Dec. 9, 1964. The statue
of Our Lady with Sts. Sebastian and Roch is on
the altar of the Masecha Chapel, depicted on
the 10c value.
Thia chapel
also appears on
Scott #137. It
is located at
Triesenberg, and
has experienced
several name
changes from
1465 to 1629,
with the name
of "St. Mary" finally restored. In 1593,
three altars were installed, and in 1640 the
High Altar was again dedicated to Our Lady.
The chapel underwent various renovations be
tween 1854 and 1900, and the last one under
gone in 1950.
*****

SCOTT CATALOG NUMBERS FOR RECENT ISSUES
BRAZIL;
9.
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. Dec. 18-23,1964.
SANCTUARY OF OUR LADY OF PENHA. "Fourth
Centenary of the City of Rio de Janeiro,
Oec. 23, 1964." Special cancellation
used from Dec. 18th to 23rd.

SPA IN;
E65M Zaragoza. Jen. 28, 1965. BASILICA OF
OUR LADY OF THE PILLAR. "Philatelic Ex
position, 28 January 1965."

Austria #29

‘

•*-

Austria #28

Brazil #g

THE MARIAN PHILATELIST

Spain E65M

Australia Christmas stamp
Norfolk Island Christmas stamp
Malta Christmas stamps
Spain Christmas Stamp
Spain Leon Cathedral
Vatican City Christmas Stamps

#384
#68
#309-311
#1279
#1201
#397-99

*****

CHRISTMAS IN PHILATELY: A very excellent topi
cal study in postage stamps by Rev. Father
Clemens Anheuser, OFM has recently been pub
lished. Titled "A Topical Study in Postage
Stamps and Cancellations for the Christmas
Season," it contains 104 pages with profuse
illustrations treating of the Christmas Story
from the Prophecies of the coming of the
Messiah, The Flight IntoEgypt, The Presenta
tion In the Temple, and The Holy Family. It
is, in fact, a presentation of the Christmas
liturgical cycle and includes various litur
gical feasts celebrated during Advent, which
have a direct relation to Christmas, such as
St. Nicholas on December 6. The book may be
obtained from Sieger Publishers, Lorch/Wurttemberg, Germany, and is priced $1.25 plus post
age.
*****
Overlaerer F. Hallundsted, Copenhagen, has for
warded to us a publication titled "The Christ
mas Seal 1904-1963," covering 60 years of the
Christmas Seal Committee. The booklet, in
English, contains the history and good works
of the Committee, and illustrates the seals
issued since 1904. The 1935 seal has as its
design, MARY WITH THE INFANT. The booklet
published by the Coiwnittee, 16 Frederiksholms
Kanal, Copenhagen.
March 1, 1965
-16-

(The article on Our Lady of Perpetual Help
,was extracted from Father Horn's work which
Rev. A. S. Horn
appeared in the December 1954 issue of the
Haiti selected "Our Lady of Perpetual Help"
AGE OF IYIARY, which he wrote on the 1942 issue
for etamp designs for several reasons: first, of nine stamps, Scott Nos. 340-348, C14-C21a.)
because 1942 marked the 75th anniversary of
the refinding of the original painting and
its crowning by order of Pope Pius IX on June BELGIUM: CHURCH OF OUR LADY OF SABLON - #8-616
23, 1867; secondly, because the entire nation Rev. Palmer Heyde recently
im - _
-■
was dedicated to Our Lady under this title by visited this church and
order of His Honor IDr. Elie Lescot, then
forwarded to Mr. and Mrs.
i“
President of the Republic of Haiti, on Decem Benjert a photograph of
ber 8, 1942.
Our Lady enshrined in
this
church. Ute also
Not many years after the rediscovery of the
wish
to mention that in
painting in Rome, a pious Haitian lady, re
advertently
in the art
turning to her native island from a European
icle
on
this
church, in
trip, brought a copy of the picture with her;
the
Nov.
1,
1964
issue,
this was a Mrs. Desjardins. She gave the re
page
75,
we
stated
"in
production to a young priest, Father Francis
a
rather
barren
exterior,"
Kersuzan, who hung it in a room in his house.
but this should have read,
From 1876 to 1879 he was busily engaged in
"in a rather barren
building a small church in the Bel Air sec
interior.
"
tion of Port-^u-Prince. Dedicated to St.

HAITI:

OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP

Francis of Assisi, it was blessed on October
11, 1879. In 1882 an epidemic of smallpox
broke out in Port-au-Prince; Father Karsuzan
petitioned the Bishop to allow placing the
picture of Our Lady of Perpetual Help on an
altar erected on the epistle side of the
chapel. The fifth of February, 1882, was set
for the blessing of the new shrine. The pic
ture was carried around the outside of the
chapel in solemn procession on the shoulders
of four men; just before it was returned to
the beautifully decorated altar on the steps
of the chapel outside the main doors, Father
Kersuzan requested the Bishop to bless the
city with the picture. Bishop Guilloux took
the picture, and with it traced the sign of
the cross over the kneeling crowd, and blessed
the city, the diocese, and the nation. From
that moment the ravages of the smallpox epi
demic noticeably diminished.
This was the origin of the devotion to Our
Lady of Perpetual Help in Port-au-Prince, a
devotion which soon spread all over the nation
Father Kersuzan was named Bishop of Cap Hatien
in 1886. In 1889 he solemnly blessed another
picture of Our Lady of Perpetual Help which
he placed in his cathedral. The Feast of Our
Lady of Perpetual Help, together with the
special mass to be said on that day, has been
granted to the church in all of Haiti.

On December 8, 1942, at the request of the
President of the Republic, the Bishops of the
five dioceses of the nation gathered at Portau-Prince, and then and there Haiti was sol
emnly consecrated to Our Lady of Perpetual
Help.
THE IYIARIAN PHILATELIST
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MADONNAS ALBUM PAGES
AU pages are 8^4x11
Standard 3-ring

ORDER AT
YOUR FAVORITE
DEALER
or write direct

k.
Based on research by Father Horn)

Part 1 - A to E ............ ........ $4.75 (50c)
Part 2 - F to L ............ ........ $4.85 (50c)
Part 3 - M to S ............ ......... $4.65 (50c)
Part 4 - S to V ............ ......... $4.00 (50c)
Suppl. No. 1, Oct. 1963 ........ $5.30 (50c)
Suppl. No. 2, Oct. 1964 ........ $4.30 (50c)
Blank Pages,
_ . 15 for $1.00 postage included
Add postage in parenthesis for mail orders
(Unused postage refunded in blank pages or U.S. postage)
We will pay postage when ordered complete (U.S. only)

K-LINE
PUBLISHING, INC
1433 S. CUYLER AVE.
BERWYN. ILL.

fflarch 1, 1965

►
>

SANCTUARY OF OUR LADY OF PENHA OF FRANCE - (Iraja) Rio de Janeiro

BRAZIL:

DA

CiDAD-

DO

RIO

DE

JANEIRO

Devotion to Our Lady under this title originated in Europe in
the 15th century. A French pilgrim, named Simon Vela, on May
19, 1434, discovered the "Penha of France," a mountain in a
range of the same name in the province of Salamanca, Spain,
wherein was hidden an image of Our Lady and which became known
as "Our Lady of Penha of France." The mountain was extremely
isolated and difficult of approach; it did resemble a huge
rock, hence its name "Penha."

Tradition states that this pilgrim, meditating in a Franciscan
Convent in a village of Puy, kept hearing a voice telling him,
"Simon, watch and do not sleep," (Simon, vela ... Simon, watch);
this became his name but through usage was shortened to "Simon
Vela." Later, while in France, he heard about an image of Our
Lady hidden in a certain mountain in Spain by French warriors
fighting the Muslims. Obtaining permission, he began his
journey to Spain and started his search; after five years, he
found the hidden statue.

It is said the first miracle at the locale where the image was found was experienced by a
group of fugitives being persecuted by bandits; after invoking the aid of Our Lady of Penha
they were freed. Word of the miraculous statue spread, even across the frontier to Guimaraes,
to the city of Minho, where the image was placed for veneration. One Don Sebastian obtained
a cure of a grave illness through the intercession of Our Lady at Guimaraes, and in thanks
giving authorized the construction of a shrine in Her honor in Lisbon, which today is a great
parish church in this Portuguese capital.
From various sources it is known that in Brazil the first hermitage of Our Lady of Penha was
erected in Vila Velha, the ancient capital of Espirito Santo, between 155B and 1570 by Father
Pedro Palacios, a Spaniard who had come to Brazil with the Franciscan Order. Incidentally,
this first hermitage was scarcely 11.25 feet in circumference and had an arch in front.

A second hermitage was constructed on the clearing of Iraja in 1635 by the Jesuits and capable
Captain Baltazar Abreu Cardoso, who said of this Marian Sanctuary: "On the head of a rock,
from which is derived the name of Penha, is founded this House of Sanctuary; it shall have a
devout hermit to whose charge is assigned the care of the altar and the cleanliness of this
house; its Feast shall be celebrated on September 8th and to it will come not only the nearby
inhabitants but also those from the city; that for the image of Our Lady on the rock, as
Pages of God, we don our vestments and arms; that this be a memorial to Father Miguel de S.
Francisco."
Oral tradition attests that the immense clearing of Iraja was ceded to
individuals in 1613, the greatest portion going to Capt. Baltazar. On
this tract was a great round rock, rising some 226 feet from sea level.
The deeply religious Captain built a small hermitage on the summit of
this rock, date unknown, and dedicated it to Our Lady of The Rosary,
whose image is venerated on the sacristy altar of the actual church.

In 1635, after a miracle jbtained by invoking Our Lady of Penha, there
was brought to the hermitage an image of Our Lady of Penha of France,
which became the base for a widespread devotion. It was also resolved
to give the hermitage a Confraternity, or Brotherhood, which would be
able to protect it better. This Confraternity was officially organ
ized in 1728, based on the principles of hermit Antonio Ferreira de
Sousa, who labored diligently in the formation of a patrimony for the
hermitage. In his years of service there were constructed a cross, a
pulpit, choir, and a belfry with two bells.
The year 1870 initiated great expansion. The remains of the hermit de
Sousa, who had died in 1732, and of Father Manuel da Silveira Peixoto,
who was chaplain from 1803 to 1830, were found and solemnly re-interred.
Those of the hermit are now in a sarcophagus in front of the wall of the
church with a memorial tablet giving his name and time of service.
-18-
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In 1902 the primitive belfry was torn down and ths two towers now
in existence were constructed.

Today the ruins of the ancient hermitage, so praiseworthy yet sad
and poetical, are encumbered with wild growth. It is said that one
day when Capt. Baltazar was passing by the her
mitage, somewhat preoccupied, a serpent suddenly
sprang to attack him; defenseless and incapable
of protecting himself, he called out "Our Lady
of Penha," and there immediately appeared a liz
ard which crushed the serpent.

Concerning ths celebration of the Feast, the
"Marian Annual" states it will be on September
8th. In a book published by Father Manuel in
1945 it is stated as September 1st. Nowhere is
given an explanation for the transferral to the
first Sunday of October, on which the Feast is
now celebrated; perhaps it was done to coincide with the Feast of Our
Lady of The Rosary, which is October 7th, as this was the first devotion of the hermitage.
Nevertheless, during October particularly, multitudes come to pay homage to Our Lady so high
on a rock and to solicit Her aid. There are 365 steps leading to the shrine, and as one
climbs there is an atmosphere of religious inspiration; the closer one comes to the door of
the Shrine, the greater the fervor.

The rock and the Sanctuary can be seen from afar, and "Our Lady of Penha" has becomB the
center of great devotion by the Brazilian people.
EDITOR'S NOTE: Father Horn tells us that this Shrine is seen on another stamp of Brazil,
Scott #712, issued in 1951. It is at Vitoria.
(Appreciation is extended to Dr. Pinheiro Correa, Rio de Janeiro, for supplying the booklet
from which the above was translated, and also for photographs and philatelic items Illus
trated. Ufe might mention that the booklet also contains devotions and novena prayers to
Our Lady under this title.)

NEW MEMBERS
F. A. Bradtke
1239 Pine Street, Glenview, Illinois
Marion J. De Kiere
18769 Nola, Liwonia, Michigan
Thomas Fanto
211 Fulton Street, New Brunswick, New Jersey 08902
Sister Felista
Holy Rosary School, 630 Sherman St., North Mankato, Minn.
Mrs. F. C. Hamilton
6700 Belcrest Rd., 517 Plaza Towers East, Hyattsville, Md.
Sister Maria de los Angeles RMS St. Jude's Convent, Momence, Illinois 60954
Sister Mary Bertrand
St. Joseph the Worker School, 423 W.7th St., Mankato, Minn
Rev. Yohanan Orlowsky
P. 0. Box 4516, Haifa, Israel
Tony Rizzo
827 North Parkside Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 60651
Brother Cyril Robert, FMS
tar Lady's Library, Marist Brothers of the Schools
156 East 38th Street, New York 16, New York
Thelma Welch
1631 Landa Street, Los Angeles, California 90026
»•»

PATRONS: Joseph Vroman, Brussels, Belgium.
ASSOCIATES: Carlos Lenze, Madrid, Spain,
Bernard L. Prodehl, Elmer Slagle. ASSISTS: Louis Mihalyfy, Eugene O'Connor, Ed Polodna,
Margaret Spretnjak, Charles L. Murphy, Mrs. Louis L. Larsen.

AUSTRIA - POSTAL CANCELLATION #22:

SORROWFUL MOTHER OF MARIA LANZENDORF

There is a legend that this sanctuary dates back to Christian antiquity, however, history
tells us that one Leopold of Chuenring rebuilt this church, which had been destroyed by
enemies, in 1145, and that Duke Leopold V, after his safe return from a Crusade in 1191,
offered his blood-stained coat to "Maria Lanzendorf" - Mary of the Meadows.
.... submitted by Mr. & Mrs. F. H. Benjert ....
March 1, 1965
THE MARIAN PHILATELIST
-19-

1964 CHRISTMAS STAMP OF SPAIN

Antonio Benet, Valencia
A study of this issue reveals "varieties." A comprehensive analysis of the 75-stamp sheets
indicates that two stamps on these sheets appear with small variations: Stamp 3 has a white
dot over the head of St. Joseph; Stamp 5 has a white dot below the A of ESPANA, and also a
comma with a faint line below NAVIDAD. I have compared this study with many sheets of this
issue, and believe these two stamps will be a rarity in Marian varieties.

RUANDA-URUNDI: CATHEDRAL OF USUMBARA

OUR LADY QUEEN OF THE WORLD

- Scott#B-31-36

Usumbara, the capital of Urundi, lies at the north end of
the 400-mile long and narrow
Lake Tanganyika, and is the See
of the African Bishop. Among
the 510,000 inhabitants of the
diocese, 60% are Catholic, 22%
are heathens, 2% are Moslems,
and the remainder are divided
among Oriental and Occidental
creeds.

....submitted by Mr. & dlrs. F. H. Benjert...

SPAIN:

'HW W", *76 c
On December 18, 1961, the post 150F“" llltll
al administration of Ruanda$
Urundi issued a set of six very IB 51 H
attractive stamps (three de
hl W!
signs), with the surtax being
1.WX
■;* IIT
»"• f1
applied to the benefit for the
Ip
construction and completion of
RUANDA-URUNDI
the Cathedral.
The 50+25c and 3.50+1.50 fr. stamps show the
slender tower and facade of the Cathedral.
The 1.50f+50c and 5f+2f stamps show the Ca
thedral at an angle, permitting a side view.
The 1.50f+75c and 6.50f+3f stamps show the
three tall, slender windows of the facade.
The center window is that of QUR LADY, QUEEN
OF THE WORLD, under whose motherly protection
the Cathedral was placed.

Until now the outlay for the building of the
Cathedral was paid for by the generous dona
tions of Belgians and Usumbaras.
The Swiss architect, Missionary Brother Alban
Bflchi from Basel, as well as two Belgian ar
MARIAN PHILATELIST

chitects, Michiels and Chartiez, designed and.
built the ornamental structure with its clear
cut towering lines. (Translated from the
March 1962 issue of the German GABRIEL.)

SANTA MARIA DEL ALCAZAR - #1264-65

When Alfonso X, called "The
Wise," conquered Jerez the
first time, he built the Chapel
of The Alcazar wherein was ven
erated the image, donated by
him, known as "Santa Maria del
Alcazar." In 1261 the Moors
took the city, and put to
death its inhabitants. It is
said they intended to destroy the statue by
fire which, according to tradition, did not
burn. Jerez was reconquered in 1264, and
the Chapel was re-established with the image
of the Virgin again placed therein. Subsequent
ly the image disappeared without a trace. Al
fonso continued his reconquest of the area,
reaching the mouth of the Guadalete River
where was situated the castle of the Port of
Santa Maria. Here he founded the Military
Order of Saint Mary of Spain, enthroning in
the chapel an image of the Virgin which, by
reason of the date, has always been considered
similar to the one venerated in Jerez. By this
related circumstances, religious acts commemo
rating the reconquest are celebrated around the
"Santa Maria of Spain," for lack of its equal
in Jerez, the "Santa Maria del Alcazar,"
which disappeared.

-20-
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MADONNA STAMPS OF BELGIUM

Scott Number:

$ 125.00

B-132-43
II

22.00

Reprint

B-241-8

10.25

B-250-5

7.75

B-281-92

1.65

B-303
II

No Dates, No Numbers

1.00

Stamps Only

1.00

Pair Perf'. & Imperf.
II
II
4
"

H

"Belgique-Belgie" - Perf.

14.00

Error

II

With Dates, Gothic & Old English

20.00

2 Pairs, Perf. 4 Imperf

II

"

"

Red on Imperf.

20.00

Error

II

"

"

Blue on Perf.

20.00

Error

II

Small Sheets - Dates & Numbers
Gothic & Old English

3.50

2 Pairs, Perf. 4 Imperf

Small Sheets - Dates. No Numbers

7.00

2 Pairs, Perf 4 Imperf.

It

B-370-5

.85

B-417-19

.85

B-451-4

2.15

B-511-13

4.50
14.90

B-561-6
B-612-13

1.50

Van der Weyden - old

8.00

Pair

.95

Pair

II

II

"

- 1964

8-631-7

1.40

B-653-9

1.45

B-699-7 04

.95

8-705-11

.95

We can supply the above sets in Fine to Very Fine unused condition.

MARSHALL H. WILLIAMS
A. P.S. No.24686

Life Member of COROS No. 18

98 East Rock Road

'

▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼

THE MARIAN PHILATELIST

S. P. A.No. 14046

New Haven 11, Conn. 06511

▼▼▼▼▼▼
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PLESKAU 1941:

"OUR LADY OF TENDERNESS

Jozsf Pesters, Bevel, Belgium

The Byzantine icon venerated in the Ljubjatowa Shrine, in White Russia, represents a
"Hodegetria-Eleu9a," which means "Merciful Guide." According to the Orthodox theology,
the close connection which exists between the icon and the represented person implies the
obligation of a most realistic picture.
Of the first icons of Our Lady, which legend implies were painted by the Apostle Luke,
none are left. A comparison of the early Christian Mary-statues, from Spain to Italy,
all over the Balkans to North Russia, permits us to assume that those statues were based
on a kind of "most-like" archtype.

In the art of the Oriental Church, we distinguish several Marian Icon categories:
Our Lady with hands raised in prayer.

(1)

The Qrante

(2)

The Hodegetria or Guide, who is also a leader - The left arm holds the Infant who
is extending a blessing, the right hand pointing to the Redeemer.
She keeps her hand upright. Such an image makes a majestic and festal
impression.

(3)

The "Eleusa" or the "Merciful" - This reflects the motherly feelings of Mary; she
is caressed by her Child.

(4)

The "Glykophilusa" or "Mother of Fervent Tenderness'1 - She herself caresses her Child.

(5)

The 11 Hodeoetria-Eleusa" - This is a mixed type. Here the majestic attitude is mitioated and, consequently, the picture loses its austere character.

-

The Icon on the Pleskau stamp is of such a type and is widely
spread in the Orthodox Church. The following idea is always
clearly expressed: As Christ guides us to His Father so Mary
leads us to Christ.
The image on the stamp emphasizes the close relation between
Child and Mother, though the picture is executed in a rather
primitive manner.

Jesus, who is represented as an adult youth, though small
stature, caresses His Mother's cheek while holding a roll
His left hand. Our Lady, however, bends her head in such
that Jesus can stroke her with His right cheek. He seems
comforting her for the coming sorrow, which already casts
shadow upon her face.

in
in
a way
to be
its

Because of Mary's pointing right hand, this Icon belongs in the
"Guide" type. Mary, indeed, is represented as the leader of the Church and of Christianity.
"Guide" is always taken in a figurative meaning; it really has the meaning of "monitress."

The picture also expresses that Mary is the inviolate and immaculate Mother of God. Mary
has not lost her virginity at the birth of Christ, hence she is called "the inviolate;"
however, how is this expressed on this stamp? Mary wears a dark cloak, the so-called
"Maphorion," which falls down from her head like a veil. The cloak is decorated with
three stars, one on the head and one on either shoulder; these three stars bear witness to
Mary's virginity - at the conception, at the very birth, and after the birth of Christ.
The composition produces an impression of "tenderness,11 hence the name, "Our Lady of
Tenderness."
******
PROBABLE MARIAN POSTAL ISSUES: From Father Horn we learn that we may get a Marian stamp,
or series, of some kind from the Dominican Republic in March, 1965.
We have also noted
that a June 1, 1965 issue from Switzerland will reproduce details of the painted ceiling
in the Church of Zillis, canton of Grisons; let us hope some of these details may be of
Marian character.
THE MARIAN PHILATELIST

-22-

March 1, 1965

OUR LADY OF ORVAL ABBEY AND PHILATELY
Jean Varnoux
Member of the St. Gabriel International Academy

No religious building was so "philatelized" as Orval Abbey,
and quite so because in our time few monuments were built
with so much faith. Founded in 1070 by Benedictine Monks
from Calabria, committed to the care of the Cistercians of
St. Bernard in 1131, the Abbey was an important evangeliza
tion center during six centuries. In 1793 the French Revo
lution razed it completely. At the beginning of the twentieth
century a set of circumstances brought about the resurrection
of the Abbey. Several series of stamps were issued for its
restoration, and these series tell the marvelous story of
Orval.
Orval is situated at the confines of the Ardennes and Lorraine, in the district of Virton,
Belgian Luxembourg, near the French border. It is a country of forests and deep valleys,
where monks find peace and silence. In the 11th century it was a complete forest. The en
tire country was dominated by the great personality of Mathilda. Born in 1046, of Bonifacio,
Marquess of Tuscan, and Beatrix de Bar, Countess of Briey, in 1069 she wed Godefroy the
Hunchback, Duke of Louer Lorraine; after his death in 1076, she wed llfelf IV, the son of the
Duke of Bavaria, in 1092. They did not live very long together. Mathilda had no children
and her heir was Godefroy de Bouillon, her well-known nephew. Mathilda died July 24, 1115,
at Bodeno di Roncose and was buried in the Monastery of St. Benedict of Polivone. In 1640
Pope Urban VIII obtained the transferral of her remains for internment in St. Peter’s Basi
lica, Rome, on March 8, 1644.

In 1070 the Duke of Lower Lorraine ordered his vassal, Arnould, Count of Chiny, to receive
the Benedictine Monks and favor their installation. Upon their arrival the monks immediate
ly began to clear the forest in order to cultivate the land (Scott B-252, Yvert 515).
According to a legend related by Bertelius in 1605, one day Mathilda had
come to visit the monks, and dropped her golden ring in a fountain; miracu
lously a trout brought it back to her. From this event the monastery got
its name: "Vai d'Or" (Or-Val, Golden Valley). From this also came the
Abbey's coat-of-arms, which over the centuries has been freely redesigned.
Originally the "fish" did not appear on the Arms of Orval; in the 17th cen
tury there was "From sinople to a golden ring adorned in gules," and in the
18th century "From argent (silver) to an azure brook from which a three
diamond golden ring in natural color emerges." And today: "From coupe-unde
of arqent and azure with the golden ring moving from the coupe, with three
settings in natural color." The latter can be seen on the Orval souvenir sheets (Scott
B-254, Yvert 517). However, there is a variation which can be seen on Scott B-72 , B-73,
B-75, B-143, B-250, B-251, Yvert 261-262-264-374-556-557: II
with a golden ring carried
by a trout in natural color, overlying the whole."

The Benedictines remained at Orval until about 1100, then the Regular Canons of Treves re
placed them until 1130. The Benedictines and the Regular Canons worked hard, as is borne
out by the fact that in 1124 a minster was consecrated in great pomp. The Canons, however,
could not stay because the austerity of the place made their rule impracticable. Otho of
Chiny, son of Arnould, mho was in charge of the monastery, requested
his relative, Alberon, Archbishop of Verdun, to find some pious and
industrious monks. Albernon asked St. Bernard. Before the departure
of the Canons, Otho of Chiny, in 1124, arranged for a solemn celebra
tion of the minster's dedication. He is seen offering that church to
his suzerains on Scott B-139, Yvert 370, in the center.

St. Bernard (Scott B-139, Yvert 370) sent Cistercian Monks to Trois
Fontaines, in Champagne, under the leadership of Abbot Constantine (on the right on Scott
B-139, Yvert 370). They arrived on March 9, 1131. Orval is the 59th among the 742 CisterTHE MARIAN PHILATELIST
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cian Abbeys and the first one in Belgium. By Trois Fontaines it is
the direct grand-daughter of Citeaux, the arms of which can be seen
at the bottom of Scott 8-143, Yvert 374. The caption, "Cistersium,
Mater Nostra," (Citeaux, Our Mother), is the call of all the abbeys
to the monastery which gave birth to the Order and remains its "chief
town." The motto is not related to Mary but the stamp recalls St.
Bernard's great devotion and that of all his sons to Our Lady.

The same stamp also shows the Arms of the other Cistercian Abbeys in
Belgium: on the left, under Orval, St. Sixte and Rochefort; on the
right, Ufestmalle, Achel and Scourmount.

Abbot Constantine died December 3,1145
but the monks began to build the abbey
in Gothic style, thus continuing the
work under way since 1070 (Scott B-69,
70, Yvert 2 58 , 259). For eight centuries they were to
praise God in singing (Scott B-285, 291, Yvert 560, 566);
painting (Scott B-231, 2B7, Yvert 556, 562); carving
(Scott B-282, 286, 290, Yvert 557, 561, 565); engraving
(Scott B-2B3, 8-289, Yvert 558, 564); making stained
glass windows (Scott B-284, 288, Yvert 559, 563); building (Scott 8-292, YVert 567); taking
care of the sick (Scott B-250, Yvert 513); tilling the soil (Scott B-252, Yvert 515); copy
ing Holy Scripture (Scott B-354, 359, Yvert 625, 630). They amassed a library numbering
more than 50,000 volumes by 1793.
Emperor Charles V (1550-1558), seen on Scott B-140, Yvert 371, great
ly assisted the Abbey. His son could not prevent Coligny from burn
ing it in 1556. His grand-daughter Isabella and her husband, Albert
of Austria (Scott B-140, Yvert 371), patronized it with much affect
ion. On this stamp both are shown offering the Chapel of Our Lady
of Montaigu, which was a light gothic building, almost octogonal.
Abbot Tilliere wrote, "The almost simultaneous erection of Our Lady
of Montaigu chapels at Orval and at Villers-la-Ville, both being Cistercian Abbeys in the
states of Archdukes Albert and Isabella, is undoubtedly a discreet homage to the devotion
of the same Archdukes who founded and so opulently endowed the fflontaigu's sanctuary near
Disst."

IBS'

In those days Orval was under the most competent leadership of the person who was to be con
sidered the second founder of Orval, and who repaired the damage done by the wars, Bernard
de Percin de Montgaillard (Scott B-140, Yvert 371). This 42nd Abbot of Orval was born Dec
ember 3, 1562, at Montgaillard, in the diocese of Toulouse. After excellent studies he
Joined the Congregation of the Feuillants, Just founded by Jean de la Barriere. From his
youth he had adopted a way of life practiced by these most austere monks who were bringing
again into honor the strictness of the first monks of Citeaux. He came to Paris in 1584,
with the founder of the Congregation, and it was not long before he made a name for himself
as an eloquent and zealous person. The natural ardor of his temperament, increased further
by his extraordinary austerities, developed into exaltation. The dissolute morals of the
court, the indifference of the bourgeoisie, the degradation of the masses excited his zeal
and he soon became popular under the name of "Petit Feuillant." Henry III offered him sev
eral bishoprics or abbeys, which he refused. After that king's death, he took in hand the
interests of the League and, although a lame man, exerted himself in order to achieve the
triumph of that party. The violence of his sermons equalled that of the most famous preach
ers of that time, but with more eloquence and retinue. Accused of having taken part in a
plot against Henry IV, he went to Rome and was received by Pope Clement VIII with great
honors. From there he went to The Netherlands where he became preacher in ordinary to
Archduke Albert and Isabella. In 1612 he was given the Abbey of Nivelles, and Orval Abbey
in 1615.
At Orval he revived all the purity of the ancient discipline and repaired the buildings.
During his last illness, as an act of humility, he burned all of his writings; he died at
Orval on June 8, 162B. He did not see the Abbey as shown in perspective on Scott B-132,
Yvert 363. After his death, however, construction continued, terminating in 1636. The enTHE MARIAN PHILATELIST
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graving used for this stamp is that of Horrwyn in "Delights of The
Netherlands" (1700).

His successors were wise administrators. Dorn Charles de Bentzerott
operated a reform similar to that at the convent of La Trappe (16681707). Orval's repute and the soverigns' protection brought great
riches, hence, in the middle of the 18th century, Abbot filemme-Effieur
started to assign the immense income of the abbey to the reconstruction
of the buildings according to new magnificient plans by Laurent Benoit Devez. Next to the
12th century buildings he erected a Second Orval Abbey during the period 1761 to 1793.
Its facade can be seen on Scott B-141, Yvert 372, between Maria
Theresa, ruler of the Austrian Empire, and Charles of Lorraine, who
was governing The Netherlands in her name. Charles was born at
Luneville in 1722; he was a most popular ruler. On January 25,1757
?'
'iH' ii■ • ijLjrnnfl t
he appointed two commissioners to look especially after the Orval
project. He died in 1700 at Tervueren.
On June 23, 1793 that monastic life which had lasted seven centuries came to an end; Gen
eral Loyson and the French Revolution Army destroyed the scarcely finished Abbey, and for
more than a century brambles and nettles gradually covered the cloisters and the old
church; local people used the ruins as a quarry.

At the end of the 19th century life appeared again among the ruins. About 1890 the parish
priest of Villers-devant-Orval, Father Tilliere, awakened the cult of Our Lady of Orval and
obtained from the State an official recognition of the famous site with its ruins dating
from the 12th century.
The Royal Family spent holidays at Ameurois-Bouillon Castle, near Villers,
and the Countess of Flanders often went to dream and pray over the ruins
of the Abbey. Princess Maria of Hohenzollern-Sigmaringen, born in 1845,
in 1867 had married Philip, Count of Flanders, a brother of Leopold II.
8eing an artist, she was the author of the etching reproduced on Scott
8-133, Yvert 364, on which can be seen the dilapidated and ivy-clad walls
and a nave of the 12th century church.
In 1925, Mr. Charles de Harenne took the matter in hand, and also the
necessary steps to obtain a decision in favor of the Abbey’s restoration.
King Albert (1875-1934), on the left on Scott B-255, Yvert 518, agreed to patronize the
enterprise. Had he not as a child accompanied the Countess of Flanders and wept with her
over the ruins of the Abbey? Mr. Henry Vaes was chosen as architect; and God set aside for
the task a perfect animator, one who was to become the 53rd Abbot of Orval, Dom Marie-Albert.

Charles van der Cruyssen was born at Ghent on July 17, 1874. He became a well-known build
er in his birth place. In August 1914 he voluntarily enlisted in the army as a private
soldier; mentioned ten times in dispatches of both Belgian and French armies, having be
come the commanding officer of the Engineer Corps, he was seriously wounded in the chest in
October 1918. At the end of the war he was expected at Ghent, at the Superior Council of
Trades and Business, at the Superior Council of Professional Teaching, at the Social In
stitute .... ha arrived at none, he became a monk. On November 5, 1919 he entered the great
Convent of La Trappe in Soligny, belonging to the Cistercian Order, took the name of Dom
Marie-Albert, and was ordained a priest in 1925.

He had set hi9 heart on one thing: The restoration of Orval; to it he gave himself entire
ly. Some people have thought they recognized him as the "white monk" carving the column
on Scott B-71, B-74, Yvert 260, 263; it is a free, though significant, interpretation.
It was decided to preserve the ruins of the 12th century, officially recognized as histori
cal monuments (Scott B-133, Yvert 364), and to rebuild over the works of Abbot Memme-Effleur
(right half of the ruins on Scott B-136, Yvert 367). The plan was, so to speak, drawn in
the foundations which could still be seen entirely. As they were still there, and secure,
why should they be replaced? The stone of Orval was used as building material, and it was
decided to follow as much as possible the spirit of the high and pure Cistercian tradition
and to construct a living, modern building. The "Charter of Charity" of Stephen Harding
was strictly adhered to; a Charter which, in architecture, is expressed by what Henry
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Focillon calls "that great art of the mason who from the rule and square, with cold and
undisguised clarity, extracts the whole secret of beauty." Placed at the junction of the
Romanesque and Gothic arts, it is pure architecture, exempt from fanciful details. The
Abbey is built to glorify God and to encourage the inner prayers of the monks; there is
no need for illuminations, stained glass windows, statues: at Orval we find no more images
than is necessary to induce meditation; they are grandiose but are not such as to take the
mind away from meditation.
This is the way Tilr. Henry Vaes conceived his work: "It was not only a question of rebuild
ing an old abbey, loaded with historical and religious memories, but also of recalling its
remote origin, its eight centuries of sorrows and joys, and giving to its new features
such an aspect that it would always be a living thing in time to come. A home of prayer
of that kind must be immutable. The walls made of bare stone, the semi-circular arches,
the ogive, symbol of prayer, all these are elements whose expression, at whatever epoch,
will always be indisputable and understood by all. As early as the 12th century they were
the soul of the Cistercian architecture , which was considered as monastic art in the
highest sense of the word."
These are the principles which presided over the restoration of Orval.
That state of mind is perfectly symbolized on Scott B-76, 77, Yvert
265, 266: in the foreground are ruins and in the distance is an ideal
abbey ... it is exactly how one could imagine Orval in 1926.

The work began! The
and construction of
September 28, 1927,
of Namur, and Orval

first step was to provide lodgings on the site
the hostelry was immediately undertaken. On
a mass was celebrated in St. Bernard Chapel by fflsgr. Heylen, Bishop
had at last come to life again!

On August 18, 1929, Prince Leopold (on the right on Scott B-255, Yvert 518), son of King
Albert, then 28 years old, laid the foundation stone of the Basilica. This event is re
called not only on Scott B-142, Yvert 373, in the center, but also by the commemorative
issue of 1929, Scott B-84-92, Yvert 272a-272k. The first Orval
issue (Scott B-69-77, Yvert 258-266)was overprinted with an L under
a crown and dated. On Scott 8-142, Yvert 373, to the left can be
seen His Eminence, Cardinal Joseph E. Van Roey (1874-1971), Bishop
of fflalines, and on the right, filsgr. Thomas L. Heylen (1356-1941),
Bishop of Namur and the Ordinary of Orval, who presided over the
ceremony. The arms at center on the left are those of Dorn Smets,
General Abbot of the Cistercians.

Orval Abbey is really imposing notwithstand its simplicity (Scott B-292, Yvert 567, and
blocks).
It commands attention first by the hugeness of its proportion: 83 meters long,
nave is 22 meters high; side-aisles 11 meters; width of the central nave is 11.50 meters,
24 with the side-aisles; the width of the transept is 36.50 meters. A steeple, 57 meters
high, rises over the Abbey. In front of the Abbey are spacious terraces which enhance its
value; they are separated by tiers which connect with each other only by a stair of 40
steps.
On the facade a statue of Our Lady of Orval commands atten
tion because of its simple beauty. Of an elongated archi
tectural type, the statue is 17 meters long, in a niche of
22 meters, and was made by Lode Vleeshouwers (Scott B-254,
Yvert 517). A discreet spotlight, on great occasions,
shines upon the Virgin, Patroness of the monasteries of
Citeaux.

Inside one can admire the bare Cistercian style in all its
purity. The openings of the windows of the Basilica are
subdivided by simple strips of concrete in the shape of fish scales, and the light is soft
ly filtered through thick American glass. The only exceptions are the three windows of the
Royal Chapel, and, above all, the large rose window of the sanctuary as the tradition of
Citeaux requires that the effigy of Our Lady be placed beyond the choir. The new "rose of
Orval" reproduces a smiling madonna in a sitting position, holding the Infant on her left
THE MARIAN PHILATELIST

1‘larch 1, 1965
-26-

arm, and stretching her right arm as though calling her sons. It is the work of Joep
Nicolas, and is illuminated each evening during the singing of the "Salve Regina."
The High Altar is 3.70 x 1.70 meters long; in front of the altar area Christ in all His
Glory and the symbols of the Four Evangelists, bas-reliefs carved by Fernand Debonnaires.
On the altar are six engraved candlesticks and six ivory and silver reliquaries. Behind
the altar stands the tall processional cross, 1.50 x 60 meters, made of engraved gilded
silver; solemnly carried in procession during important liturgical ceremonies, it rises
above the High Altar during Divine Service. It is the work of the brothers Jacques. Its
reverse side is shown on Scott B-283, B-289, Yvert 558, 564. It has two traverse bars.
Jhy a patriarchal cross? Certain people believe it carries an allusion to the fact that
Orval Abbey is the eldest of St. Bernard's establishments in Belgium. On its front is
Christ with a Royal Crown. In the center of the higher traverse bar, the Dove of the Holy
Spirit descends on Him; at the top, the hand of God the Father, and under Christ's feet,
the serpent.

On the back of the cross are enamels and gems, all of great value. At the top, the Virgin
Mary. In the middle of the smaller traverse bar is an inscription between two enamels,
St. mark and St. Luke, which says: "Hail, Holy Mother, under whom the Cistercian serves."
In the middle of the larger traverse bar is a cross of Lorraine between two enamels, St.
Matthew and St. John. At the bottom of the cross an enamel represents St. Bernard; over
St. Bernard are the Arms of the family of Knight de Harenne, a benefactor of the Abbey.

The great Cloister opens into the Courtyard of Honor; closed on its
four sides, it was built on the old foundations which had withstood
a century and a half of devastation; it is decorated with monumental
stained glass windows which recount the history of the Order. Stamp
Scott B-138 and Yvert 369 show the Novices' Cloister.
Regarding the stained glass windows, it must be noted that the one
representing St. Albert of Liege (Scott B-284, B-2BB, Yvert 559, 563)
is not one of the Abbey's windows, nor is the "Pieta" on Scott B-281,
562, nor the carving on Scott B-282, B-286, B-290, Yvert 557, 561, 565

In 1936 the Monastery was raised to the dignity of an Abbey, and Dorn Marie-Albert became
the 53rd Abbot of Orval. To make known that the Cistercian tradition would continue, he
adopted the arms of his predecessor, Dorn Gabriel Siegnits, the 52nd Abbot of the former
Orval who had been elected and had died in Luxembourg in the 1790's.

Dorn Gabriel had adopted the mourning colors: "from sable to the silver Cross cantoned with
24 crosslets, same for 1, 2 and 3 in chief, and 3, 2, and 1 in point; his motto was 'Spes
mea in Deo est.'" Dorn Marie-Albert changed these colors to joyful ones, as to celebrate
a resurrection: "from azure to the Golden Cross, cantoned with 20 crosslets of the same
crosswise," and his motto became, "Per Crucem." These arms and motto also refer to his
family name, "Van der Cruyssan" - Of The Cross. The arms are depicted at the top, in line
with the arms of Orval on Scott B-254 and Yvert 517, and also on the Orval blocks.

The minster was blessed in 1939. The following inscription
can be seen on the door of the Basilica: "To the greater glory
of God, this church, long ago destroyed, newly reconstructed
from the very foundations, was blessed the 9th day of June,
1939, in honor of Our Lady of Orval, the Mother of God, in
solemn ceremonies."

The leaves of the door are 3.80 meters high, 1.36 meters wide,
and .16 meters thick. The Orval issue of 1939 recalls that
ceremony: Scott B-251, Yvert 514 show the
steeple of the new Abbey through the ogive
of the entrance to the old church of the 12th century in ruins, a
touching symbol! Scott B-253, Yvert 516 shows an aerial view of the
Abbey: on the left, the ruins of the 12th to 17th centuries, in the
center the Basilica, and on the right the cloisters of the 20th cen
tury. Scott B-254, Yvert 517 shows in the center the Virgin of Lode
Vleeshouwers, on the left Msgr. Thomas L. Haylen, Bishop of Namur,
(1865-1951), on the right Dom Herman Smets (1865-1948), the Abbot Gen
eral of the Cistercians from 1925 to 1942. At the top, on each side
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of the word "Orval" are the arms of Orval and Dom li'arie-Albert. Scott 8-255, Yvert 518
represent: in the center, the Royal Chapel over the arms of Flanders; on the left, King
Albert I, protector of the Abbey, who died from injuries sustained in an accident on
February 17, 1934, and sadly missed by all his people; on the right is Leopold III, the
former's son, who laid the first stone in 1929, King of Belgium from 1934 to 1950, a
sorrowful King, sign of contradiction, who witnessed the progress and completion of the
restoration of Orval.
On may 2, 1942, the man who was to become, in 1946, Cardinal Micara, a distinguished pro
tector of Orval Abbey, then Nuncio to Brussels, delivered to the Abbey the brief which
raised the minster to the rank of a Minor Basilica. It was consecrated on September 9,
1948, during a grandiose ceremony.
On the substructures of Our Lady of fflontaigu's Chapel (Scott B-140, Yvert 371), which had
been built by Bernard de Montgaillard, and whose foundations were intact, a chapel was
built; it is dedicated to "Our Lady of the Boy Scouts." As a matter of fact, sympathetic
youngsters helped the monks in removing the ruins and clearing the cellars.

(The foregoing article appeared in ths June 1964 issue (No. 36-37) of the BELGIAN CtRCLE
PHILATELIQUE ST. GABRIEL, directed by Rev. Father J. Volkaerts, and translated by Mr. J.
0. Durocher, Ottawa, Canada. Father Horn supplied the Latin translations.)
FRANCE*. NOTRE DAME DES TABLES (Scott B-127)

as well as several churches afterward erected
on the same spot, suffered destruction during
the religious wars which devastated France,
but the cult was transferred to the chapel of
the Jesuits.

Rev. A. S. Horn

The French Shrine of "Notre Dame
des Tables" is pictured on a
1941 semipostal issue, ultramarine, which shows the coat-ofarms of the city of Montpellier,
for the Blessed Virgin under
this title is the principal pa
tron of this city. In the upper corners are
the letters "A" and "M" for AVE MARIA. The
postage value is 5 francs plus 6 francs, and
the stamp designer is P. Munier.
Notre Dame des Tables dates from 817 and be
came a place much frequented by pilgrims
after miracles in 1189. Here there was a
Madonna statue of black wood which was for
a long time hidden within a life-size silver
statue of the Blessed Virgin, screened from
public view until it was stolen by the Cal
vinists and since that time has never again
been seen.

The ancient church of Notre Dame des Tables,

A very beautiful statue of the Madonna and
Child now takes the place of the lost Madonna,
This is the one from which the stamp design
was taken and the one which was crowned by
Msgr. de Cabrieres in the name of Pope Leo
XIII in 1889. The statue receives the name
"des Tables" on account of the many plaques
which surrounded the statue in its original
shrine. The Feast is celebrated August 31st.

(Extracted from Father Horn's article which
appeared in the November 1954 issue of the
QUEEN OF THE MISSIONS.)
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