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A Land Lease from the Michigan Collection’

P. Mich. inv. 632 13,5 x 27,5 em. September 22, A.D. 27

This papyrus is from the large number of pieces uncovered
by the University of Michigan at Tebtunis. The text, a land
lease in the form of an objective protocol, * is written in an ex-
tremely fast hand. It is torn along a vertical fold and at times
has been abraded very badly, rendering some parts of the docu-
ment nearly unreadable. Careless drafting adds to the dif-
ficulties of interpreting the text. The omission of the lessee’s
name (line 4), the separation of kaSamep from &k Sikng (line 26),
and the careless repetition of phrases (especially line 26) are
among the more notable scribal blunders ; the drafting is especially
bad toward the end of the body of the contract, and the penalty
clause is a hopeless mess: see lines 22-24, I have discussed
these and other errors in the commentary. Similar but less
extensive blunders occur in P. Mich. XII 634 (cf. the editor’s
introduction), a text also from the Michigan Tebtunis material.

For a bibliography of land leases see D. Hennig, Unter-
suchungen zur Bodenpacht in ptolemaisch-romischen Agypten, Diss.
Munich 1967 ; also his article, “ Die Arbeitsverpflichtungen der
Pichter in Landpachtvertrigen aus dem Faijum ” ZPE 9 (1972)
pp. 111-131. Recently published leases include P. Chicago

1T should like to thank the University of Michigan for permis-
sion to publish this text and Professor G. M. Browne for his help in
editing it.

® See S. Waszvynskl, Die Bodenpacht, Leipzig-Berlin, 1905, 29-32,
and J. HERRMANN, Studien zur Bodempacht im Recht der graeco-aegypti-
schen Papyri (Miinch. Beitr.. 41, 1958), 21-23.
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Orinst. 17244 and P. Berol. inv. 11315 (=P. Coll. Youtie II
68 and 70, respectively), P. Tebt. 450 and 534 (BASP 15 [1979]
pp. 207-216) ; P. Med. inv. 71.69, 153, 218, 281 (Aegyptus 54
[1974] pp. 64-77); P.Dbibl univ. Giss. inv. 300 and P.Iand.
fnv. 275 (Aegyptus 56 [1976] pp. 30-34) ; BGU XIII 2340-2341 ;
P. Col. VII 180 ; P. Mil. Vogl. VI 268-274, 284-286, 288-295 ;
P. Oxy. XXXVIII 2874, XL1 2974; XLV 3255-3260.

"Eroug Tpioka[i]dekatou TiPepiou Kaicapog Zefactol pnvi
ZcPacTol

méprrr k[ai] €ikad &v Terivi Tiig MoAépwovog pepidog Tol
*Apoivoei-

Tou vopol. [E]uicSwoev Twipémg Mrokepaiov g greov EEf-
xovta Blo

olM) pfilw dproTepdt kate)(8ev) kopTadept TGOV 4md Ocoyovi-
Sog ¢'Qpw “Qpouw> Mépor

5 Tijg Emyoviig Qg TGV TEVTKOVTA mévTe o0 avTikvnpiw apio-
TepdL TOV Umdpyovra alTdL mepl Ocoyovida kMjpov KATOLKIKOV
dpoup®(v)
Tecodpwy fj 8[oa]t £av Got &v Suol odpayiot eig Em Téocapa
amod 1ol Tplokade-
karfo]u Eroug Tipepiou Kaioapog TeBaoTol, TO piv TpLTOV
#rog Tiig poSwoewg
peVOVTWY TRV omap {r}évrwy ZwkpdToug dvev ¢opou kal
pepacipidv, T6
[0 & Seotepov [k]al Eoxarov ETog Tiig podhoewg eig Tupol otro-
p'éw, EK-
dopiou odv omn[€]ppact mupol ka® Erog Tig Stetiag mupol ap-
Tafdv Teooa-
pwv Tol mav[rd]g ka¥ ETog Tupol &praBv mevrijkovTa EE,
1o 3¢ TpiTov
#rog Tig oS[G]oewg elg kapm&v Ay Tupod omopdv, ékdo-
plou civ omép-
paot Gv &av alp[filral kapmdov 100 Tavrdg TR(V) kapT®y GpTa-
Bov elkoot dk-
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I5 10 kal $4Mou kafi] Tfig omovdfig oivou kepapiou évég, TGV
TPIOV ETGV ‘
mavra akivduva mavrdg kivdlvou kal Gvumdhoya mavrdg Omo-
Abyou.
pi) £5éoTw olv T pepodwpévey £viog Tol xpévou EyMimiv Ty
picSwaow. T4 Epya mavra {kal T4 kadfjkovra Epya} Tol KMjpou
ToGTou &mTeheiTw
kad Erog [6] pepiodwpévog ék Tol idlou kal v Empéleiay TGOV
¥AwpG(v)
20 {r.} mowolucyoc. Ta 8¢ onpavopeva éxpdpla TOV TPIAV ETGV

2r.

ka¥’ Erog amohfi(pderar)

& kpat®y Zwkpamg év pnvi Maldvi kay’ Erog &v Ocoyovida év
Snoaup® pETpy

Snoaupol <perpeTpnué(va). £av 38 pf dmodQ & <uerpodwpévog
il TL kaTd TGde <(yey<pappé-

vou S¢iMion amoTelodTw Zwkpdm) mavra Ta kad’ Erog Ekddpla
Tiig Tpletiag {ad” Qv

Mpderar & pepodwpéveogl kab Emitipov <dpyupiou Spaypdg
ékarowy eikoor d0o kal eig TO dnpéeotowy Tag Toag, Tig
Tpagewg

25 oliong Zwkpam &k Te Tol pepodwpévou kal ik TGOV Gmapydv-

Twv adt® mavr(wv) kaSdmep

&k {rfig podwo(ew)} Sikng {mpdg Ta #1fn] mavra} BeBatoupé-
g Tii(g) woSho(ews) mpdg

Ta £t Mavta 0o Tol ZwkpdToug

(2nd Hand) “"Qpog “Qpou Mépong Tiig émyovijg pepioSwye
TAg TPOKIpE-

vag dpolpag Teoodpag &ml méol Twig mpokiuévag. Eypafev omip

30 alrod “Qpog 6 uidg adrtol Sia T pij idévar adrdv ypappara.

| Tpeio- 7 Tpelo- 17 éxhmelv - 23 &deri- 28 pepioSwpar mpokelpévag
29 Toig TpOKELEVOLG

The thirteenth year of Tiberius Caesar Augustus, the twenty-
fiftth of the month of Sebastos, in Tebtunis in the division of
Polemon of the Arsinoite nome. Sokrates, son of Ptolemaios,
about sixty-two years old, with a scar on his left cheek below
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the temple (?), from Theogonis, has leased to <Horus, son
of Horus>, a Persian of the Epigone, about fifty-five years old,
with a scar on his left shin, the catoecic allotment of four arou-
ras (or however many there are), in two parcels, belonging to
him near Theogonis, for four years, from the thirteenth year
of Tiberius Caesar Augustus: the first year of the lease, with
the crops (?) of Sokrates remaining (?), without rent and
charges ; the second and last years of the lease for the sowing
of wheat, the rent — together with four artabas of wheat as
seed yearly for the two years — for the whole area being fifty-
six artabas of wheat ; the third year of the lease for the sowing
of crops other than wheat, the rent — together with seed for
whatever crops he chooses — for the whole area being twenty-
eight artabas of the crops and a gratuity and libation of one
keramion of wine, all free from every risk and deduction for
the three years. Let it therefore not be permitted the lessee
to withdraw from the lease within this time. Let the lessee
yearly attend to all the work fand the customary work} of this
allotment at his own expense, also seeing to the care of the
green crops; and let the owner Sokrates receive yearly the speci-
fied rents for the three years in the month of Pauni yearly in
Theogonis in the treasury, measured by the measure of the
treasury. But if the lessee does not pay or owes anything ac-
cording to these specifications, let him pay Sokrates the whole
annual rent for the three years {from what the lessee will re-
ceive} and a fine of <one hundred > twenty-two <silver drach-
mas> and a like sum to the treasury, the right of execution
belonging to Sokrates on both the lessee and all his property
as if in accordance with legal action {of the lease for all the
years}. The lease is guaranteed for all the years by Sokrates.

(2nd Hand) I, Horus, son of Horus, Persian of the Epigone,
have leased the aforementioned four arouras on all the afore-
mentioned terms. Horus, his son, writes on his behalf for he
does not know letters.

4 kopradept is apparently a bungled attempt to write kpoTadw
For kop- cf. LSJ s.v. kpérapog sub. fin. The arrangement of
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the phrase is somewhat unusual. The usual preposition for
locating a scar below some part of the body is 0mé, e.g. P. Mich.
V 262.3: olMy 0md kpdTadov dpiotepdy. But kdtwdev does occur
as a preposition with the genitive, meaning “ below”: cf.
P. Mich. XII 636.3: «arwdev  [ylévaro[g]; 630.21: odA())
ka(twdev) pfi(hou) apio(repol). Cf. also Hippocrates Aff. 15 : ké-
Twdev Tol &dpSahpol. For the use of the dative cf. P. Cair.
Isidor 128.14 olOM) dvolev (1. dvwdev) dvrikvnpiw SeEi).

TQV amd Ocoyovidog: cf. P. Mich. V 312.6 (Tebtunis, A.D.
34). On the close relations of Theogonis with Tebtunis cf.
J. G. Keenan ZPE 9 (1972) 87 n. 13-14.

<'Qpw “Qpous: the lessee’s name has been omitted by the
scribe. It has been supplied from line 28.

7 8[oa]i: for this restoration cf. P. Mil. Vogl. II 106.6,
178.7, VI 289.9; BGU XTI 2123.10.

The size of the plot, four arouras, is close to the norm
(5 3/4 arouras, cf. P.Coll. Youtie I 19.9n.) for first century
A. D. Tebtunis.

8ff. For patterns of crop rotation in Graeco-Roman Egypt
see M. SceNEBEL, Die Landwirtschaft im hellenistischen Aegypten,
218ff. and D. Henwic, Untersuchungen zur Bodenpacht, 501f.

G. M. Browne. A difficult phrase, which apparently means
“with the sown things of Sokrates remaining ”, i.e. Sokrates
had already sown the land and was to retain ownership of his
crops. A possible parallel to the situation is found in P. IFAO
I 1.14-16 (Tebtunis, A.D. 27):

elg xéprou [o]mfolpav Gg TGV Tol Advij[ou]g Tol Auvii[oug],

xwpnyolvrog &atdl oméppara, Tol ¢ ‘hrmahofu Tolg] ToTI~
opolg kal

Ywuatiopotg kal THv E&mpelav TOV YAwpkv Toloupévolu]

The phrase TGv Tol Advij[ou]g appears to mean * since the crops
of Aunes belong to Aunes, who provides...” The use of
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TV omap {r}évtwy finds a remote parallel in P. Amh. II 91.20
(Fayum, A.D. 159): ané ouvkopudfig Tév omapnoopévwv,

pepaop@v: the use of pepv for payment or tax in this
manner seems to be without parallel ; for pepiopdv see P. Tebt.
IT 376.18-19 and 529.

11f. dpraPdv Tecodpwv: one would expect the dative
dprafaig Teoodpaig, cf. MAYSER, Grammatik 1Liii, 105.45-106.15
and P. Mil. Vogl. II 63.24, 65.18, 104.11-12, Perhaps it has
been attracted into the genitive by ékdopiou ... praPiv mevri-
kovra EE,

12 ka¥ Erog: this phrase is both redundant and mislead-
ing. It is apparently repeated from «a¥ Erog Tfi¢ Sieriac in
the preceding line. The rent is specified as the full amount
for both years (cf. eikoor 8kt for one year in 14f.), not a sum
to be paid yearly ; it amounts to 7 artabas per aroura each year.
Average rent for wheat is 4 to 7 artabas per aroura: cf. HErr-
MANN, Studien zur Bodempacht, 102; A.C. JouNsoN, Roman

Egypt 81.

14 16&(v) xapmiv: xapmiv is palaeographically acceptable;
less likely is yevév: cf. P. Kron. 19a. 11-12 (Tebtunis, A. D.
145) : &ig «omopav [G]v &av aipfita 1| “Appw[vi]\a ke Erog
yev@v kal mupod.

15 1fig omovdijg oivou kepapiou évég: one keramion is the
standard quantity for a omovdf in a lease; cf. S. EiTrem, SO
17 (1937) 40-41, adding P.Oxy. XXXIII 2676.19-20 to his
list of texts.

TGV TPV £T@V: the first year, being without rent is ex-
cluded.

16 The lack of syntactic agreement caused by the forms
ékivéuva and é&vuméhoya, which should be in the genitive, is
probably due to the adverbial nature of the clause ; cf. P. Mich.
XII 633.18-19n.

18 Ta& £pyq mavra: the asyndeton is unusual. Perhaps 8¢
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should be inserted after té; cf. BGU I 39.18-19; P. Athens
14.16 ; P. Mich. XII 633.19.

{kal T& kadfjkovra Epya} is a redundant variant of T gpya
Tavra.

20 {r}: it is possible that the scribe began to write T&
(Le. a false start on T4 8 ompawépeva at the beginning of
the line, but stopped after the beginning of a.

Totopsvoc: cof. P.IFAO I 1.16 «al v émp[eA]iav TRV

XAwpv troloupévol[u]; cf. also P. Mich. V 311.19,

dmoM(pderar): this verb occurs in similar contexts in several
Oxyrhynchite leases of the third century: P. Oxy. XIV 1689.
22-24, 1691.15 ; BGU XIII 2340.14-15 ; P. Mich. XI 610.30-32.
See also HERRMANN, Studien zur Bodenpacht, 140.

21 & kpartv: “the owner ”; for this sense of kparéw
cf. P. Tebt. II 319.19.

ka¥ Etog: the phrase is redundant after the ka¥’ Erog
in line 20. It normally precedes the month ; cf. P. Mich. XII
633.23ff. (Tebtunis, ca. A.D. 30), and the following second
century texts from Tebtunis: P. Mil. Vogl. III 139.26ff., 140.
291, ; VI 286.29ff., 290.26ff.

22-23 &av 8¢ pi) Gmod kTA: the reading of the penalty
clause is modelled on P. Athens 14.26-28 (Philadelphia, A. D. 30),
as corrected in BL. III 216. A Ptolemaic text, P. Hibeh I
90.13-15 (B. C. 222) also provides close parallels.

The fine appears too small, and probably ékatév was omit-
ted before eikoot; cf. P.Oxy. VIII 1124.16-17 (A.D. 26):
emitipov apy(upiou) (Spaxpdc) ékatdv kal elg 10 Snudolov loag;
cf. also D. Hennie, Untersuchungen zur Bodenpacht, 73.

23-24 &¢° Gv: although faint, the traces clearly indicate
4¢". This would fit syntactically : ““let him pay. .. from what
he shall receive ”, but since Horus is to receive only seed-corn,
which he shall have already used, the phrase makes no sense
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as it stands. It can only be taken as another instance of the
scribal confusion rampant in this text. The most likely expla-
nation for the insertion of this clause is that the scribe was
thinking of an allowance for seed-corn after éxdépia Tijg TpieTiag,
appropriate in the clauses specifying the rent (cf. 11-14), but
nonsense here.

26 {riic poSwo(ewe)} : the separation of kaSamep &k...
Sikng is without parallel, and again a scribal blunder is evident,
as it is in the repetition of mpdg Ta4 ¥ mavra. For the usual
arrangement of such clauses cf. P. Mich. XII 634.23-24 (‘Tebtu-
nis, A. D. 25/6).

28 A Horus son of Horus also appears in P. Mich. V
249.3 (Tebtunis, A. D. 18) and in P. Mich. XII 633 (Tebtunis,
A.D. 30). The name, however, is too common to allow any
inference.

University of Illinois Frep W. JENKINS
at Urbana
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