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59. A LEASE OF LAND FROM THE TEBTUNIS GRAPHEION ARCHIVE

Fred W. JENKINS

The Tebtunis grapheion documents residing in the University of Michigan col-

lection are well known to papyrologists. While the bulk of the archive appeared as
PMich. 11 and V, approximately fifty papyri, many fragmentary or badly damaged,
were omitted. The text presented here is one of those passed over by the original edi-
tors'. Other subsequently published texts from the grapheion archive include
PMich. X 586-587; X1 621; XII 632-634; SB VI 9109-9110; XVI 12539; XX
14313-14315. Another eighteen papyri from the grapheion archive which did not
find their way to Michigan appeared as PS/ VIII 901-918.

PMich. inv. 672 was acquired for the University of Michigan in 1920 by EW.

Kelsey. The papyrus is in poor condition. Tears and abrasions occur throughout,
rendering a number of lines of text largely unreadable. A piece, including a signifi-
cant portion of the subscription, is missing along the lower right edge. The text
itself is a lease of public land by one Polemon, son of Psenobastis, to Polemis, son
of Petesouchos. PMich. V 311 (34) and 313 (37) are similar in structure and con-
tent. Noteworthy features of this text include a previously unattested place name
(see lines 11 and 28-29) and another occurrence of Herodes, son of Herodes, as a
scribe among the grapheion texts (see note to lines 23-24).

PMich. inv. 672 Pl. 31 Tebtunis
11.8-12.8 x 28.5 cm. 22? September 33
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!'It is a pleasure to offer this edition as a small tribute to Jean Bingen. I am grateful to the

University of Michigan for permission to publish the papyrus. Paul André Heilporn of the University
of Michigan kindly provided digital images of the papyus and also compared my transcript to the orig-
inal, improving it in a number of places.
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«Twentieth year of Tiberius Caesar Augustus, Sebastos 25, in Tebtunis of the
Polemon district of the Arsinoite nome. Polemon, son of Psenobastis, about 55 years
of age, with a scar on his right brow, has leased to Polemis, son of Petesouchos,
about 20 years of age, with a scar on the right of his forehead {has leased to this
Polemis} twelve arouras of public land from those which Polemon himself farms
near Talei, or however many there are in two parcels around what are called Baralips
(?) and Parembole, for ninety-three years and hereditarily from the present twenti-
eth year. In return for these, Polemon will measure out to Polemis yearly for taxes
twenty artabs of wheat and the attendant yearly expenses and the half portion of...
for one month... Polemis will receive the seed given yearly from the treasury which
also is yearly for the land and it will not be permittted for the lessees to... nor the
liturgy. Signatory for Polemon, Herodes, son of Herodes, about 40 years of age,
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with a scar on the left side of his neck, and for the other. (m.2) I, Polemon, son of
Psenobastis, agree to lease to Polemis, son of Petesouchos, from the public lands
which I farm near Talei twelve arouras or however many there are in two plots in the
areas called Baralips and Parembole for ninety-three years from the present twen-
tieth year of Tiberius Caesar Augustus for sowing with whatever crops the lessee
chooses yearly ... artabs of wheat... all... which has been given... upon the afore-
mentioned terms. [I Herodes], son of Herodes, [have written] for [he does not know
letters]».

1 Traces of several letters remain on the right side of the papyrus, although only
three are still legible. Since the lease proper begins in line 2, this is presumably a
heading of some sort. The mark of abbreviation L for (#7ouc) is quite clear. We
would expect x (¢roug), year 20, rather than 6 (¥toug), year 9. A possible explana-
tion is that that scribe wrote 18, 19, by mistake, since the Egyptian year had begun
only three weeks earlier. Some form of xataypageiv may procede the year.

2-3 A tear in the papyrus has obscured the date, which clearly begins x and is followed
by an additional letter, probably e. It would then be September 22, 33 in our cal-
endar.

74 {wepioBwnévar adtét IMoAfut} Apparently the scribe became confused at this
point and thought he had written &poroyei rather than éuisfweev above (lines 3-
4). A similar confusion occurs in other grapheion texts; cf. PMich. 11 121, recto II,
viii, 1; PMich. V 311, 8; 313, 11. See also PMich. XII 632, 3-4n.

9 dnpociwy E8apdv yiig See ROWLANDSON, Landowners, pp. 38-40 for discussion
of this term.

10-11  é&v t@® Bapaiit xai MapapBoriic Aeyopévag Bagaitd is otherwise unattested. il
For llapapforis, see CALDERINI, Diz.geogr., sv. Ilapepfors). A similar use of .
réyew occurs at PMich. V 311, 12 and 32. On the case, which agrees with
dpobpac, see PMich. XI1 631, 5n.

12 eig & mérpre A search of DDBDP (April 1999) turns up occurrences of this
phrase in only two other papyri: PHarr. I 138, col. I1I, 24 (Oxyrhynchus; [* cen-
tury and POxy. XLIT 3047, 32-33: pepio(wpey) el w6 marpr (245), which is
repeated in line 39 of the same text. For discussion, see Parsons’ note on 2Oxy.
XLII 3047, 32-33. Here the lease is obviously intended to extend to the heirs of
Polemon and Polemis, which is not surprising in view of the extraordinarily long
term of the lease. .

20 A horizontal stroke follows xai at the end of the line, presumably to avoid a later i
insertion.

21-22  Cf. PMich. XII 633, 28: xai uf) éncéotw obv toig pemialmpevaic dvtde Tob ypbvou
&eyriv iy pishwsw. Something similar to &hmslv whv ploOwsty may may
belong in the lacuna, in which case we should, perhaps, read hzitoupyi<asv rather
than Jettoupyiv.

23-24  Herodes, son of Herodes, is apparently a professional scribe who also functions as
a broypageie in other documents in the grapeion archive; see the remarks of E.M.
HUSSELMAN, PMich. V introduction, pp. 21-22. Husselman lists PMich. V 252
(25/26); redated to 26/27 by H.C. Youtie in an unpublished note cited in the
metadata for this papyrus on the University of Michigan APIS site); 257 (30); 293
(undated) and 346a (13) as being by the same scribe. These other documents pro-
vide only the name and patronymic; here we have an approximate age and signal-
ment. Of the four, 252, 257, and 293 appear to be in the same hand as our
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Herodes. 346a is less certain. In fact, 346a was probably written by a different
Herodes (45 years old in 26) who was a party and signatory in BMich. V 348 (26;
for the date see BL VII, p. 111); I am grateful to Paul André Heilporn for point-
ing out the similarity of hands in these two documents. Also, the final surviving
subscription of PMich. V 269 (42), an incomplete duplicate of PSI VIII 907,
appears to be by our Herodes. PSTX 1130 (Tebtunis; 25) may be the same person
as well.

Thus, Herodes™ activity as a bmoypagede spans the years 26 to 42. Three of the
texts, the present text and PMich. V 252 and 257 all involve property near Talei.
PMich. V 269 concerns property in Tebtunis and 293 property in Theogonis. On
the role of the bmoypageis, see H.C. YOUTIE, tmoypugpets: « The Social Impact of
Illiteracy in Graeco-Roman Egypt», ZPE 17 (1975), pp. 201-221 = Seriptiunculae
Posteriores, 1, pp. 179-199.

xal toG ¢AA[0]S This should be followed by the name of the signatory of the sec-
ond party (Polemis), as in PMich. 11 121, recto i, 4 (42) and PMich. V 259, 20
(33), but here the text ends and the lessor’s subscription appears in the following
line. The lessee’s subscription is absent, although there is blank space remaining at
the bottom of the papyrus. This may have been written on a separate piece of
papyrus, as independent subscriptions are not uncommon in the grapheion archive
(see PMich. V introduction, pp. 3-11).

Cf. PMich. 11 121, recto 2, i, 2 (42) =ic <o>mophy xol Emomopiy G 2oy alpfito
yéveor and PMich. V 315, 9-11 (44/45) eic omopav v adpivre of pepislopdvor
xolErog yéveor.

Mention of rent should follow soon after yévear. The lost beginning of 33 may be
something on the order of [2xgoplwv xalEtog tév &3] wv.

While the poor condition of this line renders any interpretation speculative, the
presence of ndoy and its location in the text suggests a formulation including wdoy;
BePouiaz; f. PMich. V 311, 38-39.
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