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The Quest for Peace: Recent Successes and Remaining Challenges 

Near the beginning of this century Gand~ l~d p~ote ts agai?- t racial segregation in 
South Africa, and for the 27 years of hIS I~p,nsonment el on ~andela was the 
leading symbol of the injustices of S~uth Afnca s system of ~parth~ld. Now, as this 
century comes to a close, we have .WItnessed n<;>t only the dlSsolunon of the Soviet 
Union but also democratic elections 111 South Afnca. s ~l o~ Mandela assumes the 
presidency of South Africa, renewed hope for peace. and J u.stIce are understandable 
and to an extend, justified. However, the slaughter 111 Bosma has not ended and the 
rec~nt ethnic massacres in Rwanda have already claimed 100,000 to 200,000 lives. So, 
while much has been accomplished, much more remains to be done. 

Concerned Philosophers for Peace is an organization which concerns itself with the 
full range of issues pertaining to peacemaking. In fact, this year's annual 
conference is on the theme of "Peacemaking"--from domestic conflict resolution to 
humanitarian intervention. (See p. 20) Moreover, this issue of the newsletter 
provides several aids for addressing the problem of violence and the quest for peace. 

This issue begins with Ron Santoni's fitting tribute to John Somerville, a concerned 
philosopher for peace who dedicated his life to improving relations with the Soviet 
Union and to the elimination of nuclear weapons. In response to the continuing 
slaughter in Bosnia, Duane Cady informs us of how to bring Bosnian students to the 
United States. As a reminder that many people in this region recognize and affirm 
nonviolent alternatives, we reprint Paul Churchill's essay on the philosophy of 
Vaclav Havel which originally appeared in Just War, Nonviolence and Nuclear 
Deterrence, edited by Duane 1. Cady and Richard Werner. 

!wo items that can aid those of us who teach courses on war and peace are also 
illclud~d. In an article on Civil War photography, Laura Duhan Kaplan discusses m'o 
very dI~erent portrayals of that war and suggests how presentation in class of these 
contrastmg styles can provide students with a very useful visual aid. On a lighter 
note, she and Charl~s Kaplan have prepared a "musical anthology" on war and peace. 
Th.e ~ontents of the.IT tape an.d information on how to order it are provided. Finally, 
thIS Issue ends with a reVIew of Steven Lee's ;"1orality, Prudence, and Nuclear 
Weapons and the selected bibliography on linguistic violence that I prepared to 
accompany my 1993 CPP Presidential Address. 

W~ile much re~ains to be done, this issue of the newsletter provides continued 
e\iIdenc~ that.phil?s?phers are making noteworthy efforts. I hope that you will find 
sev.eralltems ill thIS Issue to be useful and that you will submit additional items to aid 
us m our quest for peace. 

William C. Gay 

Concerned Ph'1 h 
publication /~sop ers For.Peace Newsletter (ISSN 1062-9114) is a semiannual 
$20/ year ($~ / e~~c~~~e~ PhIlos,oPhers For. Peace (CPP). Membership in CPP is 
newsletter ThY stu.dents an~ low Income) and includes receipt of the 
for $20 pe~ ye:: n;ws~etter IS also avaIlable to libraries and other interested parties 
Easton St N W· NenthPcayment of dues to: Dr. Laurence Bove Walsh University, 2020 

., . ., or anton OH 44720 3396 B" d announcements are welco' -. nef essays, reviews, news, an 
, Tewsletter. Dept. of Philosome and . sho~ld be sent to William C. Gay, Editor, CPP 

C 28223 (FAX: 704-547-21-~?l-MAI' UnLI:erSIty of North Carolina at Charlotte, Charlotte, 
/ , . WCGAY@UNCCVM.UNCC.EDU). 
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AN APPRECIATION 

John Somerville, 1905-1994 

John Somerville, co-founder and first president of IPPNO died on January 8 in El 
Cajon, CA, at the age of 88. ' 

John was a dedicated teacher, prodigious scholar and a tireless activist in behalf of 
peace, human decency, and planetary survival. 

A New Yorker by birth and .academic nurture (he completed his undergraduate and 
graduate degrees .at ColumbIa), .he taught for 30 years at The City University of New 
York before movmg to the UnIted States International University in California in 
1967. During his. 3S years of teaching he published \-\Tidely and 'served as visiting 
professor or speCial lecturer at 14 major American and foreign universities. 

A sc~olar of ethics and social philosophy, and an internationally known expert on 
Marxism, he worked relentlessly against The Cold War and in behalf of dialoo ue 
between Soviet and American philosophers. His efforts led to the first bi-natio~1al 
conferences of American and Soviet philosophers--in Mexico City in 19G3 and New 
York City in 1964. Sometimes judged controversial by the paranoid standards of 
McCarthyism, John persisted in placing personal integrity and global reconciliation 
above personal or academic advancement. 

Since 1972, the year of his official retirement, John provided us with a model for 
creative maturing. His clear and powerful writings continued to take him and his 
works to diverse places and journals. At the age of 70, he wrote his first play, The 
Crisis: The True Story of How The World Almost Ended. Concerned with the ethical 
issues and dangers inherent in Kennedy's handling of the Cuban missile crisis, this 
play has been translated into many languages and produced widely inside and outside 
of North America, including Japan and Sweden. His second play, The Last Inquest, 
also produced by numerous university drama groups, followed his first play. 

Committed to the cause of world peace and the prevention of nuclear omnicide, John 
was the first American philosopher to mobilize us professionally against the horrors 
and inhumanities of the nuclear threat and to provide us with a vocabulary for the 
threat of nuclear extinction. International Philosophers for The Prevention of 
Nuclear Omnicide (IPPNO) and The Union of American and Japanese Professionals 
Against Nuclear Onmicide are but two of the organizations which owe their birth and 
life to John's inspiring work, energy and organizational skills. To all of us his 
message was and is unambiguous: "Those who take no action against [nuclear] 
weapons are, in effect, casting their votes for omnicide." 

Among many honors, John received the Bertrand Russell Peace A~ard and, from The 
Board of Directors of Promoting Enduring Peace, the GandhI Peace Award for 
"demonstrating the highest traditions of Gandhi." He was also awarded the degree 
Doctor of Humane Letters from Denison University. 

John Somerville beautifully integrated the life of inquiry and passionate scholarship 
with the life of active concern for humankind. He brought together many of the 
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. f higher learning claim to exist and by which principles for which institutIOns 0 

civilizations endure. 

. tl but his work and inspiration will live on in all of us 
We shall mISS Jdohn[ greatofct ways the human communit has been enriched by his whom he touche. 11 un , 
life. 

Ronald E. Santoni 
Visiting Scholar and Visiting Fellow 
Yale University 

Editorial Note: John Somerville is survived by his wife of 64 years, Rose Somerville, 
Professor Emerita of San Diego State University; his sons Greg of New York a~d Kent 
of El Cajon; and two granddaughters, Susan of New York and Tara of San FranCIsco. 

Scholarships for Bosnian Studen ts 

The war in Bosnia has created hundreds of thousands of refugees. The West only 
grants refugee status if victims can document having been tortured or politica1ly 
imprisoned. Since students are eligible for education visas, they needn't document 
torture or imprisonment to enter the West. 

The Fellowship of Reconciliation (active internationally since WW I in disarmament, 
civil and human rights, refugee assistance and other peace activities) bas been 
working in conjunction with the Jerrahi Order of America (a muslim refugee group) 
to relocate 581 Bosnian refugee students to colleges and universities. About 22 
students have come to the US for the current spring term. Those remaining in the 
former Yugoslavia who still hope to leave tbe war and continue their educations need 
colleges and universities to offer them scholarships to cover expenses, and a signed 
federal [-20 form to apply for a student visa. 

Plea~e explore the p<?ssibility of your institution sponsoring a Bosnian student. To 
receive stu~ent proflles for admission review, contact Helen Morgan at (914) 3~6-
058.8. Hamlllle has ~ponsored Emir Ibrahimpasic and he began spring semester with 
us ill February. Since [ have been through the sponsorship process, I would be 
h~ppy to ~nswer ~ny questions. We can't stop the war, but we can make a huge 
dIfference III the lIves of indiVidual students directly affected. 

Duane Cady 
Hamline University 
(612) 641-2316 
e-mail: dcady@seq.hamline.edu 
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Vaclav Havel's The Power of the Powerless 

and the Philosophy of Nonviolence* 

R. Paul Churchill 

The George Washington University 

It is now g~nerally recognized th~t ~aclav Havel's long essay, The Power of the 
Powerless, IS one ~f the great cOntributIOns to the literature on nonviolent resistance 
a~d sh~)Uld be gl~~n I:onors. c~mparable to Thoreau's classic essay on civil 
dlsobe~le~ce, Camus.s ,~elther Vlctlms Nor Executioners, Martin Luther King's "Letter 
from B~~mmg~am ]~l, and the b~st of Tolstoy's. letters on Christian anarchism or of 
~andhl s artlcle~ In Young IndIa. Indeed, lIke the rest of this great seminal 
literature, Havel s The Power of the Powerless has exerted a crucial formative 
influence on nonviolent social change. This essay, and especially' its widely 
discussed "parable of the greengrocer" was regarded as the "basic text" I for 
Czechoslovakia'S "velvet revolution" of November 1989. And because of the influence 
of his writings, as well as his role as an opposition leader, Havel himself became 
known as the "conscience of the nation."2 

But, in addition to its historical significance as the basic text for an actual nonviolent 
revolution, The Power of the Powerless is a great work because of the universality of 
its message. Although Havel's essay was addressed first and foremost to alienated and 
powerless fellow citizens suffering under the "psychology of captivity" peculiar to 
bureaucratized totalitarian systems, his vision of authentic existence and 
empowerment can be generalized to contexts outside of Eastern Europe. Moreover, 
Havel makes it clear that the oppressiveness of totalitarianism is only the fullest 
expression, or avant garde, of immoral forces in modern civilization that are 
systematically brutalizing the lives of us all. Thus, Havel has much to say to all 
persons committed to nonviolence and the formation of societies in which "living in 
dignity" and "living in truth" are genuine realities. Indeed, in the compass of a mere 
seventy-three pages, Havel covers so many important issues relating to the 
motivation of individual resistance to oppression--the possible effectiveness of 
powerless people against a regime with unlimited violence at its disposal and the 
necessity that successful resistance be nonviolent--that his text might be regarded as 
offering a catalogue of prinCiples to be covered by a complete theory of nonviolent 
resistance. 

The Power of the Powerless presents a number of intertwined arguments that 
together make up what I will call an "empowering ideology." In my judgment, this 

* Editorial Note. This essay originally appeared in Just War, Nonviolence and 
Nuclear Deterrence: Philosophers on War and Peace, edited by Duane 1.. Cady an.d 
Richard Werner (Wakefield, NH: Longwood Academic,. 1991), pp. 97-108. It IS 

reprinted by permission of the author and the holders of Its copynght, Duane L. Cady 
and Richard Werner. 

1 Amos Elon, "Prague Autumn," The New Yorker (January 23, 1990). 
2 Paul Wilson, "Introduction," Vaclav Havel, Disturbing the Peace: A 

Conversation with Karel Hvizdala, trans. by Paul Wilson (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 
1990), p. xiv. 
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, 'deology is best understood as consi ting of i related but separable empowermg 1 (1) 1 0 f 0 

h These SloX can be summarized as follows: an ana YSI 0 oppresslOn that 
t emes. -' - 0' d h I 

1 th > psychology and mechanisms of donunatlon an t at re ates oppression exp ores e - f h 0 d O °d I' 0 0 

1 and cultural crisis (2) a theory 0 t e m I I ua emanCipation from to mora , f h - - b 
sl'on as involving self-renewal and a quest or aut entlC eXistence ased on oppres 0 ' b'l' f reverence for the truth, (3) an insistence on acceptmg re o I?onsl I lty or one's 

actions and an avowed willingness to make great 0 persona! acriflCe. (4) an emphasis 
on nonviolence as the only type of action con.slst~nt WIth re er~r;tce for the truth 
and the quest for authentic existence, (5) .th.e reJectlO~ of the tradltlOnal means-ends 
dichotomy in politics and of conseque~tlahst re~sonmg more ~enerally, and (6) an 
account of the nonviolent transformatIOn of SOCiety that explams how the formerly 
"powerless" can gain control by understandi.ng the .social re~lity of ~ower an~ that 
identifies the crucial weak links of oppressive regimes agalnst which nonvlOlent 
resistance should be directed. 

Although it is unusual to find discussion of all six themes in a single text, each has 
been addressed previously by at least one other major writer on nonviolence, and 
often addressed with clarity, eloquence and power. Thus, even though Havel does not 
draw self-consciously on the traditions of pacifism or "non-reSistance," and rarely 
refers to other seminal or analytical works on nonviolence, there are obvious points 
of comparison. For example, we can find strong similarities between Havel and tbe 
analysis of oppression in Adam Michnik's Letters From Prison} Like Gandhi, Havel 
traces the roots of political oppression to a moral crisis in Western civilization. Like 
Gene Sharp in The Politics of Nonviolent Action,4 Havel's view of the effectiveness of 
nonviolent resistance is underwritten by a careful dissection of the phenomenon of 
power, by the identification of the crucial weak links in the system of domination 
and by attention to the ways in which resistors can, through a process akin to 
"political karate," apply pressure at these weak points. Havel's emphasis on "living 
in truth" in nonviolent struggle bears interesting similarities with Gandhi's reliance 
on Truth, or Satya, and he conception of Satyagraha. Finally, by renunciating 
na~n?w means-ends calculations, Havel joins company with a large number of 
aCtiVIsts who have embraced nonviolence on moral grounds, 

It is obviously import~n~ to ~ndertake a comparative study of Havel's text in relation 
to the oth~r great, gUldmg lIteratures on nonviolent resistance, This would enabJe us 
to determII~e whether--despite the diverse political and cuI tural contexts from which 
they dr~w mtell~ctual sUPJ?~rt--the~ share a common core of ethical principles or a 
conv.ergmg s~Clal or p~htical phllosophy. Such a comparative analysis would 
proVide a cruClal foundatlon for a general philosophy of nonviolence. But it is also 
well beyo~d the "scope o~ t~is short paper. Instead, in this paper I will explore 
~tnother. kmd of groundmg for our ideas and beliefs about nonviolent resistance: 
111 partICular, the way Havel's "empowering ideology" may be grounded in his 
broader and deeper philosophical perspective. 

\just s<? happe~s that? in add.ition to The Power of the Powerless, Havel is the author 
~po~?c~n~::~~lal P~IlosO?hlCal essays, the open "Letter to Dr. Gustav Husak" and 
Disturbin a the o~SClenc~, and th~ extended conversation recently published as 
nonviolen~ action ~~C;-ball of Wh.ICh su.ggest interesting connections between 

roader phIlosophical themes. Moreover, attention is noW -----------------
.3 I.etters From Prison and Other Essa s 

UllJ~erslty of California Press, 1985). y, trans, by Maya Latynski (Berkeley: 

(Boston: Porter Sargent Publishers, 1973). 
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being given t? ~be p.hiJosophical depth of Havel's long "meditations" written during 
~he ~ears of hIS l~pns.onment (197?-1982); these meditations were sent out of prison 
In hIS letters to hIS wIfe, and pu?hshed as the collection called Letters to Olga. It is 
clear .from these texts that H<;~vel IS the most philosophical of all the major writers on 
no~vlOlence and that, .drawmg upon the thought of philosophers such as Hegel, 
Heldegger, Pat?cka, Levmas and. Beiohradsky, he already has done mu.h to fashion a 
pl~ce f~r ~ phIlosophy o~ no.nvl<?lenc~ within the currents of phenomenology and 
eXlstentIalIsm. So my objective Lll thIS paper will be to suggest, albeit brieflv and 
tentatively, how Havel's "empowering ideology" might be grounded in the 
"worldview" and "metaphysical vision" of these other meditations. r shall confine mv 
efforts to discussing the connection between these meditations and just one theme of 
The Power of the Powerless: the view that emancipation from oppression requires 
self-renewal and a quest for authentic existence based on reverence for the truth. 

I choose to discuss this one of the six themes of Havel's "empowering ideology" 
because of its logical priority. [n the case of Havel, as with Gandhi, one must first 
understand violence and nonviolence in their "spiritual" or metaphysical senses 
before one can fully appreciate the political significance of nonviolence. But even 
limited to the discussion of one theme, this is necessarily a speculative and 
treacherous undertaking: speculative because Havel does not claim to have 
developed a complete and self-consistent philosophy, and treacherous since there is 
the obvious danger of badly misrepresenting his thought. Despite all of this, J hope 
at least to be able to suggest the I-ichness of Havel's philosophical meditations as a 
source for reflections about the philosophical grounds for nonviolence and to incite 
interest in the possibility of a philosophy of nonviolence. 

Havel starts 'Nith a philosophical assumption similar to Hegel's (and Heidegger's) on 
the relationship between human consciousness and Being. Havel says, "for Being 
first had to caU itself into question, through man, so that through his search for the 
'meaning of life,' through its own manifestation in the worl~ that surrounds him. and 
ult.imately through the encounter of one with the other, Bemg could return to Itself 
and be fulfilled."s Havel characterizes the human as a "thrownness"; that is, as the 
creature that has "fallen out of Being and therefore continually reaches toward 
it.. . .',6 At the center of our existence as humans, therefore, is the search for 
meaning: "man is 'questioning Being' ... or rather the one through whom Being can 
inquire after itself"7 and "the meaning of Being itself, if it can be put that way, 
reaches out to us."8 

But human consciousness and the "re-creation" of the world throug.h consciousness 
is problematic from the outset, for Being manifest~ itself .as two s)multa~eous but 
opposed tendencies. On the one hand, Being 1S mal1lf~st as the w111 towa.rd 
contraction and homogeneity: the dissolving and blendmg together of all Its. 
particular expressions.9 In this connection Havel speaks of the second la~ <?~ 
thermodynamics and the tendency of the .univ~rse toward entropy.. When I: IS 

manifest in human consciousness and intentlOnalIty, Havel refers to thIS tendency as 

5 Vaclav Havel, Letters to Olga: June 1979-September 1982, trans. by 
(New York: Henry Holt and Co., 1989), p . 265. 

6 Ibid., p. 319. 
7 Ibid., p. 226. 
8 Ibid., p. 265. 
9 Ibid., p. 301. 

Paul Wilson 
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the "order of death" because of its obsession with structure, order and uniformity as 
ends in themselves. 

But Being simultaneously wills itsel~ to be ~nti-el~tropic: to cultivate ,and str~ngt~en 
the uniqueness of all its richly vaned mamfestatIOns and to develop In the dIrectIon 
of ever higher forms. -Havel refers to this movemen~ t<;>ward transcen,?ence as the 
"order of life." Its essential character, Havel says, IS ItS mo ement towards the 
fulfillment of its own freedom"IO and he adds that "it refers not just to itself but 
beyond itself as well ... by thrmving open the question of its own meaning."ll The 
presence of the order of life in individual consciousness it he "will to self," that is, 
"the will of a person to he what he is or wants to be, to be himself. And ... to defend 
and enlarge the self." 12 

Havel makes no secret of his view that, as creatures uniquely "thrown out" by Being 
and as part of the biosphere, our allegiance should belong to the "order of life." He 
says that "[e]very attempt by man ... to oppose that tendency is a negation of his own 
essence, a betrayal of consciousness and a destructive act of self-denial."13 
Moreover, he refers to the order of death as "diabolical" and as "the bastard son of 
Being, the offspring of indifference to the meaning of Being and vindictive fear of 
its mystery ... ." 14 Nevertheless, human consciousness is possessed by botb tendencies 
and the ever-present tension between them represents itself as what Havel caJls the 
"problem of identity." 

The "will to self," the will to one's own identity as a distinct self, requires both the 
expression of difference or uniqueness and the integrity that comes from continuity 
and self-recognition. Identity therefore requires finding stability and sameness 
within one's diversity.1 5 And hence, acquiring the sense of "wholeness" that comes 
with identity requires, first, that even as we yearn for transcendence, we 
acknowledge our own frailty and limitation--that we find and respect the boundaries 
between the "I" and the "non-I," and second, that we relate to the "non-I" as the 
::background", ag~inst w?ich ou~ eff<;>rts at transcendence have meaning, or as the 
absolute honzon at WhICh we ann: 111 effect, "as the originator, the bearer and the 

giver ()f meaning ... ."16 

A life. of integ~it?" wholeness and identity--in a word, authentic human existence--is 
a project !"eqUlnng the u~ceasing effort to balance contrary tendencies in the soul 
~~d a project undertaken m ~he presence of constant doubt. Havel says that it "is a 
k1l1d of. perman~nt balancll1g act between the unattainability of Being and 
succumbIng to eXIstence-in-the-world"17 and "an endless tension between the living 

10 Vaclav Havel, "The Power of the Powerless" The Power of the Powerless, ed. 
John Keane (London: Hutchinson Press, 1985), p. 29. 

] 1 Havel, op. cit. (1989) p 198 12 ,. . 

8 

Ibid., p. 301. 
13 Ibid., p. 189. 
14 Ibid., p. 186. 
IS Ibid., p. 268 & 302. 
] 6 Ibid., p. 152. 
17 Ibid., p. 338. 



Concerned Philosophers For Peace Newsletter Vol. 14, No.1 (Spring 1994) 

~xperieD:ce of meaning on the one hand, and its unknowableness on the other."] 8 It 
IS a project that can succeed only when life is infused with hope, wonder, humility 
an? a spontaneous respect for the mystery of Being.1 9 And it is always at risk of 
bem~ over~helmed by the order of death. First through the "temptation to 
Nothmgness --the aband~n~ent of question~ng, of the search for meaning; and 
second, th~oug~ the hubns mvolved m substItuting for the "absolute horizon" our 
human ratiOnalIty as the source or origin of meaning. 

While. the "temptatio~ to Nothingness" has a constant lurking presence in human 
expenence, Havel belIeves that the rise of modern civilization--with the advent of 
scientific rationality--marked the historical beginning of domination by the "order 
of ~eath." The followers of Galileo and Machiavelli were the initiators of politics as a 
ratIOnal technology of power. They "freed" human reason from the constraints and 
realities of particular personal experience and they insisted that, because science 
rises above individual subjective "truths," it can replace them with a superior, trans­
subjective, trans-personal truth which is truly objective and universa1.20 The 
consequences of this scientific and rational "breakthrough" were two: those 
manifestations of human life that make for diversity--inc1uding personal 
conscience--were decreed to be subjective, wholly private and irrelevant, and were 
pushed into internal "exile"; at the same t.ime, by crashing through the boundary of 
the natural world, humankind abolished its relationship with the "absolute horizon" 
as the source of meaning and relegated the sense of mystery, awe, and empathy with 
the natural into the same dustbin of private irrelevance. As Havel says, "Man 
rejected his responsibility as a 'subjective illusion'--and in place of it installed what 
is now proving to be the most dangerous illusion of all: the fiction of objectivity 
stripped of all that is concretely human, of a rational understanding of the cosmos, 
and of an abstract schema of a putative "historical necessily",.21 

Europe proceeded.to force on most of the world all that today has become the basis of 
this rational technology of power: anonymity and depersonalization because of its 
reduction to a mere technology of manipulation by managers, bureaucrats, and 
apparatchiks; a priori innocence because it does n?t grow.fr?m a worlc:t .in. which 
words like "guilt" and "innocence" retain their m~anlI~,g but.IS mstead legI~lmlzed by 
science cybernetics ideology law and abstractiOn-- that IS, by everythmg except , , " 22 
personal responsibility to human beings as persons and neigh~ors" ; omnip?tence 
because it is not constrained by human limits but inste.ad IS. "grounded III .an 
omnipresent ideological fiction which can rationalize anythmg WIthout ever havmg 
to brush against the truth." 23 

Havel maintains that it is a grave error to believe that the growth of this anonymou~, 
rationalized power serves the "universal welfare:" The ..re~l consequence"o.f thIS 
scientifically calculable and technological~'y achl~v~ble unIversal .welfare I~. the 
capacity to do great evil with indifference: that mIllIons of people w111 be sacnflCed 

18 Ibid., p. 152. 
19 Ibid., p. 360. h d 
20 Vaclav Havel "Politics and Conscience" in Vac1av Havel, or Living in Trut ,e . 

by Jan Vladislav (LO~don: Faber and Faber, 1990), p. 138. 

21 Ibid., p. 142. 
22 Ibid., p. 144. 
23 Ibid., p. 146. 
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h · '11 'ion in scientifically directed concentration camps is not something that 
to t 1S 1 . US . . de ' " H 

Ur 'modern man,."24 In the essay "PoiItlcs an onSClence avel argues concerns 0 . . h . f . h . 
that this anonymous, technological power IS m t e P?SSeSSlOn 0 no one, rat ~r it has 
acquired a kind of "automatism" and we are bemg dragged ~long by 1tS self­
momentum. And in The Power of the l!0w~rless Hav~l. e:,plall1 how power is 
exerCised in the service of ideology, WhlCh 111 tU.rn, legltimtZeS that same I?ower. 
Havel says, "it is as though ideology had appropnated power. .. a though It had 
become dictator itself." 2S In fact, the inner aim of the totalitarian system--"the 
convex mirror of the inevitable consequences of rationali m "--is not the 
preservation of power in the hands of a rul.iag clique, but t~e ocial phe~o~en?n ,of 
self-preservatjoIl--of a kind of automatism. Its essent1al charactenstlc IS Its 
"i ntroversion"--a movement toward becoming ever more completely and 
unreservedly itself--that is, permanent, unchanging, and final. This automatism of 
power is the exact opposite of transcendence toward something beyond itself; indeed, 
it is in fact an objective manifesta60n--on the largest of social scales--of the "order 
of death." 

But this autonomous power requires the continual suppression of the stirring in 
co nsciousness of the "order of life." Therefore, it must oppose absolutely every 
expression of individuality. It must require that reason and conscience be consigned 
to it as the higher authority. "The principle involved here," Havel says, "is that the 
center of power is identical with the center of truth ... the highest secular authority 
is identical with the highest spiritual authority.,,26 But because power does not serve 
genuine human needs, its movement toward auto-totality is not consistent with the 
truth and it is therefore necessary for power to cloak itself in deceit and hypocrisy, 
Ideology pretends that the requirements of the system derive from the requirements 
of life. "It is a world of appearances trying to pass for reality," Havel says, and adds, 
"It offers human beings the illusion of an identity, of dignity ... while making it 
easier for them to part ""ith them.,,27 

For e,xample, in his parable of the greengrocer Havel points out that the real 
meanmg of the slogan the greengrocer displays in his shop window is not its trivial 
semantic content, "Workers of the World Unite" but a definite and subliminal 
mes~age: "I am afraid and therefore unquestionably obedient." But because the sign, 
on tts textual surface, suggests a level of disinterested conviction, it "helps the 
greengrocer to conceal from himself the low foundations of his obedience."28 
Moreover, the greeng~oce~, thus, declares his . loyalty in the only way the system is 
capable of understandmg-- that IS, by accepUng the prescribed ritual, by accepting 
appearances as reality, by accepting the given rules of the game." 29 

Of course, the greengrocer's displayed slogan makes only a small contribution to the 
gene,ral p~norama of Ufe, for similar slogans are everywhere: on lamp posts, walls, 
and I? offICes, other shops and apartment windows. And these slogans perform their 
functLOns as codes only because everyone is drawn into the illusion. "Metaphorically 
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25 Havel, op. cit. (1985), p. 33. 
26 [bid., p. 25. 
27 Ibid., p. 29. 
28 Ibid., p. 28. 
29 Ibid., 31. 
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speaking," Havel says, "without the greengrocer's slo h . 
Could not exist and vice versa Each gan t e offIce worker's slogan 

, . proposes to the other that h' b d 
and each accepts the other's proposal ... by exhibitin their :l~m:~smg e repeate 
the other to accept the rules of the game."30 g g, each compels 

The gre~~gro.cer and his fellows are ~ccomplices of the system and captives of its lies 
and falsificatlOns. Havel notes that It does not really matter th t . d' 'd . 1 d -b r . th T' a m IVI ua s 0 not 
. e lehve

t 
IHn else 1m 1 y~tl~ ~.catlO~sh' .as lo~g "as they behave as though they did. And this 

IS w a ave ca s l\img WIt m a he. As he says "It is enough f th h ' d h' r~ . h . d" , or em to ave 
accepte t :lr 1 e WIt It an m It. For by this very fact, individuals confirm the 
system, fulfill the system, make the system, are the system."31 

It is just because victims are a!~o accomplices that the oppression of autonomous 
P?wer cannot ~e e~ded by tr.aditIonal political means. Havel asserts that the idea of 
VIOlent r~,,:olutlOn l~ .not radICal .enough; reform cannot result from the victory of 
any tradItional polItical conceptIOn. It will have to derive from the fundamental 
reconsti.tution Of. pe?pl~: f~om an "existential revolution." One must begin by 
destroymg totaLItanamsm III the soul: by extricating the self from terrible 
involvement i~ the mec~anisms of totality_ "One day something in our greengrocer 
snaps ... He rejects the ntual and breaks the rules of the game. He discovers once 
more his suppressed identity and dignity. He gives his freedom a concrete 
significance. His revolt is an attempt to live within the truth."32 

For Havel, "living within the truth" begins with the attempt to set the fundamental 
dimensions of our humanity free from their private exile; it begins by redefining 
our basic values--trust, openness, responsibility, solidarity, and love--in terms of our 
concrete experiences and emotions--and by the effort to ensure conformity between 
these values and our public behaviors. One begins to say aloud what one thinks, to 
express solidarity with fellow citizens, to refuse to comply with demands that 
sacrifice dignity, and to regain control over one's sense of responsibility. These first 
steps lead to deeper transformations of the self: to trusting in the voice of conscience 
more than in any abstract speculation, to assertions of one's dignity as an 
irreplaceable human being, and even the willingness to sacrifice oneself for what 
makes life meaningful. Paradoxically, as Havel notes, without ~hjs attitude toward 
life, individuals cannot have the courage to oppose absolute pubhc schemes that lead 
to the actual sacrifice of individual lives.33 

Havel believes that when individuals seeking to live within the truth reach a cri.tical 
mass in a society, then political revolution is inevitable. ~i~s~,. because a cot~ne of 
individuals, seeking to be true to their deepest senSIbIlItIes and refusmg to 
compromise their dignity even to the point of death, pres~nt the only f~r~e th~t the 
system of autonomous power--depending as it does on falsIt?' and com~hcIty--c~n~ot 
destroy. Second, because of its very nature, the "order of hfe" cann?t Impose lImIts 
on itself: the aims of life ineluctably seek to expand the space avaIlab.le f<:>r them. 
Thus non-compHance based on commitment to ~uma.n .v.al~es ~ust l~~d lllevItab~y t?, 
Civil disobedience and to the formation, via "citizen InItIatIves of a second sOCiety 
and a "parallel polis." 

30 Ibid., p. 36. 
31 Ibid., p. 3l. 
32 Ibid., p. 39. 
33 Havel, op. cit. (1990) p. 152. 
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But Havel also believes that, through the rec<?very of the expression of human values 
. r lives we open ourselves once agaln to the transcendent. Indeed, it is 
In OU , .. h d d f 
especially in one's conscie?c~ that one IS most attenu,:,e to t e ~man s or s:lf-
identity and integrity, an? It l~ therefore t,?rough th~ v~lCe of con~~~e':lce t~at. Bemg 
once again begins to manIfest Itself as the order of lIfe. Thus by hvmg WIthm the 
truth" we rediscover the boundaries between the "I" as questioner and the "non-I" as 
"absolute horizon." V'Ve experience again the awe and mystery of the "absolute 
horizon" and we accept that there is something in the order of Being which exceeds 
our competence. Thus "living within the truth" leads to the recovery of our essential 
activity as humans--the search for the meaning in life. 

Thus the "existential revolution" set in motion by individuals seeking to live within 
the truth is a nonviolent revolution in two senses. First, it is a nonviolent political 
revolution against particular oppressive regimes dominated by autonomous power, 
just as the "velvet revolution" of Czechoslovakia in November, 1989. Second, it is a 
more general nonviolent revolution against the domination in modern civilization of 
the "order of death." And thus the "empowering ideology" of The Power of the 
Powerless which laid the groundwork for chartism in communist Czechoslovakia and 
for the looming revolution of 1989, and especially Havel's confidence in nonviolence, 
is based not alone on appeal to selected and abstracted moral principles, nor alone on 
empirical analyses of its effectiveness. Rather, both this "empowering ideology" and 
Havel's confidence arise out of his metaphysics. There is therefore an odd but 
wonderful parallel between Havel and Marx, for the beliefs of both in the 
practicality of revolution and social change are deeply rooted in their philosophies 
of human consciousness and ultimate reality. But if Marx had turned Hegel upside 
do\-\'I1, Havel attempts the restoration: speaking before the Congress of the United 
St~tes and as President of Czechoslovakia, Havel declared: "Consciousness precedes 
bemg,. and not. the other way around, as the Marxists claim. For this reason, the 
salvatlOn of thIS human world lies nowhere else than in the human heart in the , 
human power to reflect .... ,,34 

34 The Washington Post, February 22, 1990, p. A28. 
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Visions of War: 

Using Civil War Photography l'n a War and Peace Course 

La ura Duhan Kaplan 

University of North Carolina at Charlotte 

?ne "of the ~ims of teaching a cours~ in war and peace studies is to get stud en ts to 
see war dIfferently. For example, m a news story about the U.S. victory over Iraq 

where they formerly s~w the proud efficiency of U.S. forces, we hope they will als~ 
see ~he random suffenng of Iraqi child~en. When they look at a group of young 
s?ldIerS we want. them to see the ambIvalence and ambiguity: soldiers who are 
sImultaneously fnghtened and brave, obedient and proud, saviors of one nation 
tormentors of another. In this brief essay, I suggest using U.S. Civil Wa; 
photogr~phy to .show students t~at it is literally possible to see war in different ways. 
By fOCUSl~g theIr cameras on dIfferent aspects of the war, different photographers 
convey dIfferent senses of the war. It is important for students to understand the 
different attitudes, and also to see why the attitudes are often self-confirming: 
because they both dictate and result from what is seen. 

Gardner's Photographic Sketch Book of the Civil War (New York: Dover, 1959) 
includes the visions of a variety of photographers, only sloppily unified by Gardner's 
bubbly text celebrating the bravery of Union soldiers and chronicling the 
destruction of Southern landmarks. A careful reader of photographic credits can 
discern the individual visions of the photographers represented. For example , 
Alexander Gardner sees and shows the heroism of officers and the grandeur of the 
cause. T.H. O'Sullivan sees and shows the anonymity of war and the ingenuity of 
soldiers in the face of their poverty. Obviously, very different scenes motivated each 
of these artists to exclaim, "What a great war photograph this would make!" To 
contrast their visions, I will describe four negatives taken by each, including 
photographs of buildings, soldiers and casualties. 

Both Gardner and O'Sullivan photograph structures in themselves and as a backdrop 
for other subjects. Gardner is fascinated by the grand brick mansions and bridges in 
their rural Southern settings, a grandeur that reflects on the buildings' Un.ion 
captors. O'Sullivan shows off the ingenious rough and ready structures that soldIers 
build with the materials at hand, the pliable Norfolk Pines. He also photographs 
tawdry houses, once beautiful, but now neglected or marred and scarred by the war. 

Plate #29 by Alex. Gardner, "Lacy House, Falmouth, Virginia, December 1862:" shows a 
three-\o\o'ing, two-story brick mansion with many porches and many chImneys, a 
mansion that once supported a Southern county seat. Plate #.24, als? by Ale~. 
Gardner, "Scene in Pleasant Valley Maryland," shows a group of UnIon offIc~rs,. theIr 
wives, and a servant posing on the front porch ?f a large country house, bUllt In the 
style of a Southern mansion, displaying tall Donc .columns before the front door. The 
men are in dress uniforms or suits, the women m Sun~ay dr~sses. T.he steps they 
cluster on are concrete; around the steps and columns, VIlles clImb trellIses and hang 
from roofs. 

In Plate # 22 by T.H. O'Sullivan, "Signal Tower, Elk Mountain, Ov~rlooking Battlef~eld 
of Antietam, September 1862," the signal tower, a newly bUllt and temp~rary 
structure, stands in a clearing cut out of the rough brush. Long logs alternately 
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. . cut off pyramid it stands no more than ten feet high. Plate #42 
piled crOSS\VlSe In a - , . f G b J I 1963" h ' b T H O'Sullivan "Trossel's House, Battlefleld 0 ettys urg, u y. sows the 
~so ~ d' ·f . large c'ountry house after a battle, after the casualties have been 
sIdc-var 0 a . d d th d' r 
cleat{ed out. The white picket fence is partlall

d
y todrn

h 
own I' an

b 
k e

t 
yabr klS hlttedred 

\"ith equine corpses. In one part of the: yard, ea orses Ie ac 0 ac, ea to 
head, in a clump, their stiff hind legs raIsed off th

f 
ehg~O~ndd: !dhealhforses are ~e~bllback 

in the midground of the photograph and none 0 t elr In IVI U aces are VISI e. 

When photographing soldiers, Gardner. s~es and cele?rates the formal beauty of war, 
while O'Sullivan observes and magnIfIeS the plaIn. Gardne:r photographs the 
strategists of war and O'Sullivan portrays, the yawns .. In so domg, Gardner clearly 
shows us the faces behind the plans and 0 SullIvan delIberately blurs them. 

Pla te #45 by Alex. Gardner, "Studying the Art of War, Fairfax Co~rt-house, June 1863" 
is a formal portrait of five Union officers in full dress umform who squarely 
d o minate the photograph. Three rest on the ground. sheathed swords laid across 
their thighs. One of these officers stares off into the distance, his arm propped over ' 
a book conspicuously titled The Art of War. A second consults a book together \-\lith a 
fourth kneeling officer. A fifth officer stands, hand on hip, a pleasant look of 
concentration on his face, gazing down at the open book. 

Plate #34, by T.H. O'Sullivan , "Group of Confederate Prisoners at Fairfax Courthouse," 
shows a group of several hundred clean and well-dressed prisoners standing in a 
field, packed tightly together in the shape of a neat rectangle. The prisoners are 
flanked on either side by equally tightly packed groups of Union guards. Prisoners 
and guards are indistinguishable save for their uniforms and the large rifles, tall as 
their bodies, held by the Union guards. No individual faces are visible, and the men's 
bodies are like tiny matchsticks standing between the long shrub-filled foreground 
and the distant background which fades off into the mist. 

A pair of photographs of corpses shows each photographer to have a different vision 
of death in wartime. For Gardner, death can be beautiful if it is informed by a cause; 
a corpse can even be beautiful when preserved by the gentlemanly rules of war, 
neither mutilated nor looted. For O'Sullivan, death in war is not pretty, corpses are 
not respected, and the large numbers of casualties render all anonymous. 

Plate #41 by Alex .. Gardner, "Home of a Rebel Sharpshooter," shows a beautiful young 
man, now a beautiful corpse, lying in front of a nest of grand boulders. The young 
I~an's eyes are closed, his mouth is slightly open, one hand rests on his waist. His hat 
h~s on the gro~nd by his head; his still buckled pouch is at his side; his rifle is 
propped up agamst the rocks. No torn clothing or gaping wounds mar the young 
man's beauty. 

PI.ate # 36 by T.R. O'Sullivan, "A Harvest of Death," shows a rough grass field littered 
Mth ~orpses: T.he face of o?-e, toward the foreground, is visible. His arms splay out to 
the SIdes, ~,IS knees .have Jerked up, his mouth, surrounded by dirt, forms a large 
round O. H.IS pouch, l~S contents scattered, sits open by his now claw-shaped hand. 
Oth~r bodIes, faces ~ldden from the camera, lie close to his. Still others dot the 
background, as the fIeld of corpses fades out into the mist of distance, like an ellipsiS. 

By h . 
PhoCto OOSl~g to see (and making us look at) different details of the war each of the 
celebr~~!~~:r:l constr~cts ~ different attitude towards war. Gardner's' photographs 
war makes se~~. a~edI?as~l~n o~/hose dedic':lted to The Art of War. For Gardner, the 

. lCa e 0 lcers workmg in their grand headquarters give 
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strate~ic continuity to a string of battles. O'S 11" 
attentlOn. to the cold indifference of war. N~ Ivan, on the other hand calls our 
harm hIS lens' hI. well-known landmarks ~r leaders 
~ncelebrated. ' e sees on y the rough lIfe and anonymous death of the 

If you choose to show these photographs to . 
You can put the Sketchbook on reserve in th:~~~a~t~de~ts, ~vo optlOns are availab~e. 
or you can choose selected plates and sho th ) an assIgn students to look at It, 
your school's media center slid 1"b w em to your class as slides. Check with 

. "f .' e I rary or art department to find out if the slides 
eXIst, 1 not, consult With a staff member in one of th ff' f' make slides. ese 0 Ices to md out how to 

Book Review 

Steven P. Lee. Morality, Prudence, and Nuclear Weapons. Cambridge University 
Press, 1993. 448 pp. ISBN: 0-521-38272-6. $64.95 cloth. 

~teven Lee makes a strong theore~ical case for both the immorality and the 
Imprudence o~ nuclear deterrence. Shll, he argues, in practice, the threat of nuclear 
war may be with us forever, only to be resolved on a case by case basis. 

How does Lee answ~r the question: \Vhat kind of nuclear policy, if any, deserves both 
moral and prudentIal endorsement? 
• Deontological moral considerations (both Just War Theory and deterrence as 

hostage-holding) seem to lead to the conclusion that nuclear deterrence is 
immoral. 

• Consequentialist moral considerations as well as prudential considerations seem to 
lead to the conclusion that nuclear deterrence is preferable. . 

• So we are left with an apparent dilemma between, on the one hand, two different 
deontological moral considerations and, on the other, consequentialist and 
prudential concerns. To answer our question we will remove the dilemma. 

• When we unpack the consequentialist and prudential considerations we find that 
the world would be better had nuclear weapons never existed, that conventional 
deterrence in a nonnuclear world is prudentially and, consequently, morally 
preferable to the introduction of nuclear deterrence. Yet when we consider the 
instability created by unilateral nuclear disarmament and the ease and advantage 
of nuclear rearmament should mutual disarmament occur, from the practical 
perspective of a world where nuclear weapons and the knowledge of how to make 
them exist, a world gone MAD, both unilateral and mutual nuclear disarmament 
seem unacceptable. 

• If, however, nuclear weapons could be delegitimized so that their use became 
unthinkable in the way in which cannibalism is now unthinkable, then :nutuaJ 
disarmament becomes both prudentially and morally preferable and the dIlemma 
is resolved. In order for this to be accomplished, war and the aggressive 
resolution of international conflicts must also be delegitimized since any 
international aggression can escalate. . ' . ., 

• On the national level minimum deterrence IS a fIrst-step m the dIrectIOn of the 
delegitimization of n~clear weapons. This is so even if it must be un.ilateral, 
although mutual is preferable. On the individuql level,. the. constant reffilnder of 
the devastating effects of nuclear war and the potentIal .for a~y war or act of 
international aggression to escalate to a nuclear war IS a fIrst-step toward 
del egi timiza ti on. 
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• 
Tl the short run policy to answer our que tion is minimum nuclear 
d~~~~ence. In the long run, we should wor~ toward the de legitimization of both 
nuclear weapons and international aggresSIOn so that prudent mutual nuclear 
disarmament can occur. 

Lee argues that the popular belief, that the de~ise of the ~ iet Un~on is the end of 
the nuclear problem, is false. We merely aWaIt the proper InternatIonal conditions 
between two nuclear powers to return and these condition, Lee argues, are 
extremely likely. 

By avoiding reliance upon any single moral theory, Lee avoids the weaknesses of 
that theory. By dovetailing moral and prudential concern he avoid criticisms of 
utopianism from political realists. Even if the premi es of his argument are 
questionable, as premises always are, the wisdom of both his approach and his 
conclusions speak for themselves. 

Lee's work is an encyclopedia of the literature on nuclear deterrence. He attempts to 
balance the theoretical with the practical, the moral with the prudential, peace with 
security. The book is a tour de force and a must for those interested in the nuclear 
deterrence debate. 

Rick Werner 
Hamilton College 

Selected Bibliography on Linguistic Violence 

William C. Gay 
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Music for War and Peace Studies 

Charles Kaplan, Laura Duhan Kaplan, and the students in Laura's and Barbara 
Thiede's "War, Peace and Justice" course have produced a musical anthology 
exploring themes of war and peace, drawing on popular music from the 1960s 
through the 1990s. All segues connect songs both musically and thematicallv and 
humor, surprise and philosophical gravity animate the tape. The contents of th~ tape 
are as follows: 

Side : War 
ational Lampoon, "Those Fabulous Sixties" (1972) 

Edwin Starr, "War" (1970) 
Bob Dylan, ", Hard Rain's A- Gonna Fall" (1962) 
Peter Gabriel, "Red Rain" (1986) 
Crosby, Stills and Nash, "Wooden Ships" (1969) 
The Youngbloods, "Get Together" (1969) 
The Rolling Stones, "Sympathy for the Devil" (1968) 
Black Sabbath, "War Pigs" (1970) 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt, "Day of Infamy" (1941) 
U.S. Military Academy Band, "When Johnny Comes Marching Home" (1860s/ 1991) 
Pink Floyd, "The Wall" (1979) 
Elton John, "My Father's Gun" (1973) 
Joan Baez, "The Night They Drove Old Dixie Down" (1960s) 

Side B: Peace 
Arlo Guthrie "Last Night I Had The Strangest Dream" 
John Lennon' and the Plastic Ono Band, "Give Peace a Chance" (1972) 
John Lennon, "Imagine" (1971) 
Procol Harum, "Conquistador" (1969) 
Paul Simon "Peace Like a River" (1972) 
Crosby, Stills, Nash and Young, "Woodstock" (1970) 
U2, "In the Name of Love" (1988) 
Barry Maguire, "Eve of Destruction" (1965) . , " 
Edie Brickell and the New Bohemians, "A Hard Ram s A-Gonna Fall (1989) 
Peter, Paul and Mary, "If T Had a Hammer" (1962) 
USA For Africa, "We Are the World" (1985) 
Ken Levy, "Toilet Flush" (1970). ." 
Mahalia Jackson "Down By the RiversIde 
Barv Sadler "Ballad of the Green Berets" (1966) 
Jackson Br~wne, "For America" (1986) 
Billy Joel, "We Didn't Start the Fire" (1989) 

h I for educational use only, please send a 
If you wish to order one copy of the a$nto~ ogy over mailing costs to: Laura Duhan 
blank 90-minute cassette tape and 1. to c T 7 773 
Kaplan, Department of Philosophy, UNC Charlotte, Charlotte, NC _8 __ . 
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CPP Election Results 

Steven Lee has been elected the 1994 President of Concerned Philosophers for Peace 
d '11 deliver his Presidential Address at the seventh annual conference of 

~~nc;~ed Philosophers for Peace at Villanova University on October 1, 1994. 

------------------------------------------------------------------

CALL FOR PAPERS 

7th Annual CPP Conference at Villanova 

The seventh annual conference of Concerned Philosophers for Peace will be held at 
Villanova University, which is near Philadelphia. The conference will begin at 9:00 
Friday morning September 30 and conclude late Saturday evening October 1, 1994. 
The conference host is Joseph Betz of Villanova. The tbeme of the conference is 
"Peacemaking." It ranges from domestic conflict resolution to humanitarian 
intervention. There ,\fill be an invited speaker on Friday evening and our usual 
presidential address following a banquet on Saturday evening. Plans are also in the 
works for an added bus trip to Independence Historical Park in Philadelphia. 

Papers on the conference theme may discuss concepts, methods, examples, case 
studies, critiques, and justifications of peacemaking. Workshops on ways of 
becoming peacemakers are welcome. We understand "peacemaking" to be applicable 
in a variety of contexts, including tbe family, the workplace, institutions and 
agencies, the inner city, nations torn by violence or oppression, and the 
environment. Papers may also discuss peacemaking as capable of mediating racism, 
sexism, warism, ageism, and classism. Presentation time for papers is limited to 
twenty minutes. Papers are due July 8. Send two copies of the paper or projected 
workshop, and one copy of an abstract of 150 words or less to the Program Chair 
Joseph Betz (Department of Philosophy, Villanova University, Villanova, PA 19085). 

Concerned Philosophers For Peace 
Department of Philosophy 
The University of Dayton 
300 College Park Avenue 
Dayton, Ohio 45469-1546 
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