








Internationally, it was the sixth 
year anniversary of the Soviet Union's 
"peace keeping" invasion of Afghanistan . 
Over 100,000 Soviet soldiers were 
there with no end in sight. United 
States efforts to secure control over 
Marxist Nicaragua were not only futile, 
but embarassing. A simi liar embarrass
ment for the United States was its 1983 
invasion of Grenada, which resulted 
in an American victory of soil, which 
also soiled America's image. Mean
while, the war between Iraq and Iran 
spread into the Persian Gulf, with 
both sides mining the waterway and 
attacking oil tankers of neutral nations 
Additionally, however, the 
oil-producing nations began experienc
ing the glut that was suspected when 
the oil crisis began, and oil prices 
around the United States dropped to 
below $1 a gallon for the first time 
in five years. 

Unfortunately, several acts of 
terrorism stood out. Pr ime Minister 
Indira Ghandi of India was assassina-
ted by Sihk members of her own guard, 
and the Irish Republican Army exploded 
a time bomb inside a hotel where Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher of England 
was staying. It killed four people 
and injured thirty, but did not harm 
Thatcher. 

A prolonged drought in Africa 
combined with human errors such as 
economic mismanagement, overpopulation, 
and civi l war, causing millions to 
starve. Over one mill ion died in 
Ethiopia, Mozambique, and Chad in 1984, 
and it was impossible to predict how 
many would die in 1985. A tragedy 
continued to be seen by the fact that, 
though this world produces enough 
food to feed everyone, distribution 
and political problems prevent many 
from eating. 

George Orwell would not have been 
surprised about his 1984. His book 
titled 1984, wrote about government 
propaganda, invasion of privacy, and 
bureaucratic regimentat ion, but his 
book was not meant to be a prediction 
or forecast of the political situation 
in 1984. Instead, he wrote to question 
how free our thought is from control 
and to state to what extent we can 
choose what we want. In the United 
States we are f ree from such control , 
but many people in other count r ies are 
not. Thus, although 1984 was fiction 
to us, we should help free others 
from its reality. 

George Boas 
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Expanding 
To World 
Challenges 
Sometimes it is difficult to be 
positive in light of what goes on in 
the world outside student life. As 
a student, one plods through courses, 
perhaps occasionally catching the 
evening news, only to be blasted by 
headline stories as the Soviet 
boycott of the Olympics, fighting in 
Nicaragua, build up of nuclear weapons, 
international terrorism, budget deficits, 
acid rain, industrial accidents, and 
cuts in educational fundings. It is 
no wonder one turns the set off half
way through the program. It certainly 
takes more effort to look a little 
deeper and see some of the positive 
growth that has gone on in 1984-1985. 

This year had seen slumbering 
spirits awakened to the voices of 
CONCERN. Sure, some people still sleep 
walk through life, numb to the news 
around them, but have not more and 
more people torn off their blinders 
and opened their eyes? And indeed 
more and more people have awakened 
from their deep sleep to become more 
oriented to their surroundings -
immediate and beyond. 

Looking beyond the United States, 
one heard cries for cuts in defense 
spending, for renewed arms negotiations 
with the Soviet Union, and cries a-
gainst the funding of U.S. soldiers in 
Central America. Along with the pleas, 
one found people taking the initiative 
to become Witnesses for Peace on the 
Honduran/Nicaraguan border, starting 
the sanctuary movement to aid illegal 
refugees and flooding the missions 
with applications to do missionary 
work in other countries. Additionally, 
the University of Dayton's Plowshares 
group, dedicated to raising student 
awareness on peace issues, helped 
sponsor such things as Central America 
Week, Hunger Awareness Week, and Social 
justice Month in March. 

Many people initiated efforts to 
break language and cultural barriers, 
and to erase national boundaries. 
More institutions of higher learning 
began demanding foreign language 
requirements again. People were going 
abroad and taking advantage of educa
tional opportunities in other countries. 
The University's International Students 
Study Abroad Program allowed students 
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to acclimate themselves with other 
countries in the real setting. The 
International Development Immersion 
Program, sponsored by Strategies for 
Responsible Development, encouraged 
students to become fully immersed in 
another culture by living with native 
families during the summer. The 
students experienced all their host 
family's hopes, fears, and dreams in 
order to strengthen international 
communication and awareness. 

The United States was becoming 
aware of itself as a nation of very 
talented and gifted people, and re
asserted itself as a world-wide com
panion. The summer Olympics, held 
in Los Angeles, California, helped 
boost the nation's pride and accented 
its desire to maintain a sportsmanlike 
character despite political problems. 
Perhaps for the first time Americans 
could clearly differentiate between 
government and the people of a nation 
as most Americans felt sympathy for 
the Soviet athletes, who missed the 
competition. In an amazing show of 

All photos by Wide World Photos 



generosity and compassion, 
Americans 
pooled their resources to those star
ving in Ethiopia. All over the coun
try, organizations and individuals 
from every walk of life contributed 
money for famine relief in Africa. 
National figures, such as the 
Kennedys, visited Ethiopia to bring 
more attention to Ethiopia's plight. 
Even stars donated monies secured 
by the performance of Band-
Aid, which was a amalgamation of 
popular musicians. Bread for the 
World, University group linked 
to the national lobbyists, sponsored 
a Call to Action Day in February. 
Campuses nationwide took part in a 
writing campaign to make sure public 
policy goals included long-range 
improvements in Africa, along with 
the short-term, direct relief. 

The University has always seen a 
number of service organizations 
that are dedicated to the well-being 
of others. Included in the organiza
tions are Cystic Fibrosis, Big Bro
thers and Big Sisters, HOP, Saint 
joe's Tutoring Club, Circle K, and 
Hospice among others. Even Greeks 
became involved in service-oriented 
projects as noted in the increased 
popularity of Winterfest, which 
raised money for the Ronald 
McDonald 
House. Groups not only did a lot 
of good by helping those in need, 
but also established important ties 
with the community of Dayton. 
Hope-
fully students will look further 
to see how they can help influence 
national policy and international 
relations. An increase of youthful 

voters was seen in the 1984 Presi
dential election. Hopefully, active 
participation by youths will continue 
to grow. 

Clearly then, there is a place for 
hope and a positive outlook for the 
graduating class of 1985. We may 
have to look longer and work harder, 
but change can happen. The Class 
of 1985 has special skills and 
talents to offer. It is truly up to 
us to use them in the best socially 
conscious way we can. We cannot 
stop our education once we graduate 
from the University of Dayton. 
Instead we must seek harder to find 
out what is going on. We have to 
wake up NOW and lead the way. 

Noel Moran 
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These final pages present the 1984-85 
changes of yesteryear. The process for 
striving for goals was a challenge 
confronted by each individual. Although 
the records end here, the challenging 
goals are continuous through the Omega 
process . 
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This was a year of elections, of 
service to third-world countries, 
of social renewal. It was also a 
year of religious transcendence 
and reflection. The University 
community adapted to the 
world's needs as process of 
adaptation confronted the 
University so that it will reach for 
its Omega Point. 
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Each individual has strived for friendships, 
high academic standards, self
improvement, and other personal goals 
throughout the year. He or she has 
touched lives of others as well as being 
touched. This educational process 
prepares us to strive higher and to 
encounter future paths to the Omega 
Point. 
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The individual has learned and lived 
here; he or she has needed to 
change in order to come closer to 
the cosmic point. As you leave this 
University community, your dreams 
and goals will happen. Your 
experiences and goals will begin to 
materialize and flourish . Your 
experiences and memories will 
bring you one step closer; this year is 
a minute piece of time in the 
process_. 

"The Omega Point is the furthest 
point of the whole cosmic process; a 
final point where the law of universal 
love will have reached its climax and 
its crown - Christ." 














