












VENEZUELA: A 2-stamp Christinas issue re­
leased December 1, 1969. Mr. Rafael Oriol, 
Caracas, forwarded the following informa­
tion:

A

I VENEZUELA

4<? - (Class 1) - ANNUNCIATION. 17th century 
Portuguese School.
5d - (Class 1) - VIRGIN AND CHILD, Van Dyck. 
Also known as "Madonna of the Pomegranate." 
In Collection Doria Babbi, Genoa.
6<? - (Class 2) - HOLY FAMILY WITH ST. ELIZA­
BETH AND ST. JOHN by Francesco Albani. No 
data available.
7<? - (Class 2) - ADORATION OF THE MAGI by 
Viennese Master, 15th century work in the 
Kunsthistorisches Museum, Vienna.
8C - (Class 2) - ADORATION OF THE SHEPHERDS 
by Van Dyck. Original in Church of Notre 
Dame, Termonde, Belgium.

0,75 (Class 1) - VIRGIN OF THE ROSARY, a 
work by an unknown Venezuelan artist of the 
17th century; oil painting. The original in 
a particular collection, Caracas.
1,80 (Class 2) - THE HOLY FAMILY, an oil 
painting work of the School of the Landaeta, 
Caracas, 18th century. The original in a 
particular collection, Caracas.

CZECHOSLOVAKIA: Data and stamps received 
too late for illustration and research. The 
issue labeled as an Art Set issued in Novem­
ber 1969. The 1,60 Kes. value reproduces a 
CRUCIFIXION by Vincent Hloznik, painted in 
1950. No additional data available at this

10d- (Class 2) - FLIGHT INTO EGYPT, 16th c.
Portuguese School.

time.

FORTHCOMING ISSUES
VENEZUELA: Mr. Rafael Oriol, Caracas, has 
informed us that a 6-stamp is to be issued 
February 15, 1970 depicting COLONIAL AR­
CHITECTURE. In the issue will be one stamp 
(0,30 value) showing the CHURCH OF CONCEP­
TION DEL CARONI, dedicated to The Immaculate 
Conception, state of Bolivar, which was con­
structed during the last decade of the 18th 
century.

PANAMA: This 9-stamp issue was listed, but 
not illustrated, on page 67 of the November 
1, 1969 issue. Following are the illustra­
tions with additional data as to locations 
supplied by Clare McAlister and Kathleen 
Berry of "The Fine Arts Philatelist:
1<? (Class 1) - MADONNA OF THE GRAND DUKE by 
Raphael. In Pitti Palace, Florence.
2d (Class 1)- MADONNINA by Roberto Ferruzzi 
(1853-1934).
3<? (Class 1) - MADONNA AND CHILD by Giovanni 
Bellini (cl43O-1516). In Borghese Gallery, 
Rome.
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CAYMAN ISLANDS: 1969 CHRISTMAS ISSUE
A 9-stamp set was issued October 28, 1969. 
The 1/4C value was issued in four different 
background colors: red, mauve, green and 
blue; thus making four different stamps of

this value. Designs are as follows:
The l/4c, 5c and 12c values show THE MADONNA

AND CHILD by Alvise Vivarini 
(cl446-1503). The original isi 
in the National Gallery, Lon- " 
don, however, no additional in­
formation has been obtained so 
far.
Alvise Vivarini was a Venetian 
painter from Murano. He probab­
ly obtained his early training 
from his uncle Bartolommeo, 
but was later influenced by G.

Bellini and de Messina. His earliest work
is dated 1475. He was the second generation 
painter in the Vivarini family, being the 
son of Antonio (cl415-cl470).

Seen on the 1C, 7 c and 20c 
values is THE ADORATION OF 
THE KINGS by Jan Gossaert, 
called Mabuse (cl478-1533). 
The original is a wood paint­
ing, measuring 69-3/4 x 63- 
1/8 inches, in the National 
Gallery, London.
Mabuse was a Flemish paint­
er famous for bringing the 'Ob 

style to Flanders. HeItalian Renaissance style to Flanders. __
was part of the suite of the Duke of Burgun­
dy, his major patron, and traveled with him 
to Italy where he was greatly influenced by 
Italian Renaissance painting, which style he 
adopted to his future works. The master­
piece reproduced on the above three values 
is considered to be one of his major relig­
ious paintings.

JAMAICA: 1969 CHRISTMAS ISSUE
A 3-stamp set was released October 25, 1969.

Seen on the 2c value is almost 
the entire painting of THE 
ADORATION OF THE KINGS by Vin­
cenzo Foppa (cl427-cl515), now 
in the National Gallery, Lon­
don. The original is a good 
painting, 94 x 83 inches, from 
an altarpiece, and now consid­
ered as one of his major works 
completed in his old age, c. 
the beginning of the 16th cen­
tury. At one time the work

belonged to Cardinal Fesch. It was sold at 
auction in 1845. It was purchased by the 
National Gallery in 1863.
Foppa was bom in Brecia and considered the 
founder of the Milanese school. His later
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work influenced greatly by Mantegna and 
Bellini. He worked in Milan for the Sforza 
family, and became an honorary member of 
the household in 1468. His earliest dated 
work is the Crucifixion at Bergamo, done in 
1456.
The same design as is seen on the 2d value 
stamp also is seen on a stamp in the 1969 
Bahama Christmas issue; see page 65 of the 
November 1969 issue, and page of this 
issue.

The 5( value reproduces a 
work by Raphael known as 
THE GARVAGH MADONNA, THE 
ALDOBRANDINI MADONNA and 
THE MADONNA AND CHILD WITH 
ST. JOHN. The original in 
the National Gallery, Lon­
don, measures 14-1/4 x 12- 
7/8 inches. This design is 
also seen on the 4c value 
in the St. Lucia issue of

October 16, 1967; see article on page 9 of 
the January 1, 1968 issue.

A detail of THE ADORATION 
OF THE KINGS by Dosso Dossi 
(cl480-1542), is seen on 
the 8c value. The original 
is a wood painting, 33-1/2 
x 42-1/2 inches, in the 
National Gallery, London.
Dosso Dossi was christened 
Giovanni de Lutero de Cos­
tantino. He was a Ferrarese 
painter from Trento, which 

is called "the Dosso," and thus acquired 
his professional name. He was a friend of 
Titian and accompanied him to Mantua in 
1519. Most of his work was done in and 
around Ferrara, although he did travel to 
Venice and Rome.

CONGRATULATIONS TO: Kathleen M. Berry for 
the two First Place Awards at NORBAPEX and 
the Sacramento Exhibit for her "St. Gabriel 
the Heavenly Messenger."

NEW MEMBERS
William Howard Chubb, 378 No. Buckthorn Ave 

Langhorne, Pennsylvania 19047
Carl B. Younger, M.D., P.O. Box 2029,

North Hollywood, California 91602 
Rector of Sanctuario De Nossa Senhora Da

Penha,_Fatima, Portugal
OUR THANKS FOR LIBRARY REFERENCE MATERIAL 
TO: Stephen Sieben, Joseph Onorato of Mi­
lan, Italy, and Mrs. Miguel Morales.

Marian Year-
Stamps of the Madonna

ORDER AT 
YOUR FAVORITE 

DEALER 
or write direct.

All pages are S’/ixl! 
Standard 3-ring

No one person has done more intensive and painstaking 
research into the stamps of the Madonna than the Re­
verend Aloysius S. Horn of Fremont, Ohio. Based on his 
live-long research, these pages present the historical back­
ground of Madonna stamps, including Madonna minia­
tures. — Printed over a light blue background of the AM 
(Ave Maria) Monogram and arranged alphabetically by 
countries. — Supplements annually, in October.
The MARIAN YEAR Pages are a separate item.

BINDER — White ...... $ 5.75 (85c)
LATEST Matching Dust Case ..................$ 3.50 < 50c)

SUPPLEMENT PAGES Complete through #4B $27.0012.00) 
No. 4B Blank Pages ............... 1 doz. for $ 1.00

(Dec. 1968) marian year, Complete .........$ i.is (35c)
Blank Pages .............1 doz. for ..$ 1.00

By Sections as originally released—
Part 1, A—E $4.75 (50) 
Part 2, F—L $485 (50)
Part 3, M—S $4.65 (50)
Part 4, S—V $4.00 (50)

Supplements—
#1 1963 $5.30 (50) 
#2 1964 $4.30 (50) 
#3 1966 $3.20 (50) 
#4A 1968 $2.45 (50) 
#48 1968 $2.60 (40)

(For Mail orders add postage in parenthesis)
K-LINE PUBLISHING, INC.

P.O. Box 159 - Berwyn, III. 60402

OUR SINCERE APPRECIATION AND DEEP GRATITUDE 
to the many members for their letters of 
thanks and gratitude; and for the following 
answer to our plea for assistance: Sidney M. 
Katz $25; Stephen Sieben $20; Mrs. Bernard 
Benson $15. PATRONS: Mrs. Orville Goss, Mrs. 
Gertrude Casper, Kathleen M. Berry; Mrs. Flo­
rence Reeves, Marcel de Grandpre, Cecelia 
Colchico, Earl V. Taylor, Margurete McGuire, 
Clifford F. Holler, Raymond Deely, Kenneth 
Korte, Rt.Rev.John F. McGlone. ASSOCIATES: 
Mrs. James R. Hawley, Anonymous, Fr. C. Tour- 
igny, 0MI, Louis Mihalyfy, Rev. Pere Jean 
Leury, Andrij D. Solczanyk, Rev. Jude Koehlke 
Al M. Schenk, Beverly Ann Kelly, Mrs. Harry 
D. Helfrich, Marie Bowie, Bruno Schmidt, 
Helen Eller, Rev. Ceslaus G. Klimowicz.

Thank you very much for the financial 
assistance and encouragement. Editor.
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CYPRUS: 1969 CHRISTMAS ISSUE - Released October 25, 1969
Unfortunately we did not obtain the stamps before we went to press so they could be illus­
trated with this article. We are grateful to Clare McAlister of "The Fine Arts Philatel­
ist" for supplying the following interesting information on this issue, extracted from 
"The Painted Churches of Cyprus," by Andreas and Judith A. Stylianou. We feel certain 
members will obtain the stamps before too long, and we are therefore including this artine 
in this issue for reference information.
Seen on the 20m value is THE NATIVITY from a wall painting in the Church of Panayia tou 
Arakos (Most Holy Mother of God of Arakos), at Lagoudhera, dating to 1192. This Church is 
a famous "painted church," single aisled vaulted building, with a dome over the center, 
and arched recesses set in the side walls to form the arms of the cross. The Church re­
tains the most complete series of paintings of the main Byzantine period in the island, 
representing the neo-classical in its full bloom in style and iconography, standing on the 
border-line as the climax of Byzantine art of the Comenian period.
The painting of the Church is recorded on a panel over the north door, which reads: "The 
most venerable Church of the Most Holy Mother of God of Arakos was painted by donations 
and the great desire of Lord Leon, son of Authentes, in the month of December of the year 
6701." This date translates as 1192 A.D. "Authentes-ai" was the name given by Byzan­
tines to upper class personages, especially the governors of the district of the Byzan­
tine Empire; therefore, Lord Leon must have been the son of a notable inhabitant or local 
governor of the island.
THE BIRTH OF CHRIST is found on the south side of the western vault and presents one of 
the most satisfying compositions of the theme. There is a sweet expression of calm 
motherly satisfaction on the Virgin’s face as she looks towards her New-born Son.

No data is available thus far on THE NATIVITY reproduced on the 45 m value stamp which 
shows a wall painting in the Church of Ayios Nicoloas tis Stehis, dating to the 14th cen­
tury.

The 250m souvenir sheet presents THE VIRGIN BETWEEN THE ARCHANGELS MICHAEL AND GABRIEL, 
a mosaic in the apse of the Church of Panayia Angeloktistos (built by the angels), locat­
ed seven miles west of Larnaca. This Church of the Virgin Mary, found on the northwest 
end of the village, is another example reflecting the persistence of the Cypriotes. It 
is a cruciform domed building of the 11th century, constructed on the ruins of an early 
Byzantine Basilica. On the south and west ends are extensions in Frankish style.

In the conch of the apse, a remnant of the early Byzantine Basilica destroyed by the 
Arabs, is the finest church mosaic surviving in the island. It pictures the VIRGIN MARY 
ATTENDED BY THE TWO ARCHANGELS. The Virgin stands with Christ in her left arm, a style 
which came to be known as the "hodegetria." The wings of the angels are painted in im­
itation of peacock feathers with "eyes," which is unusual and perhaps symbolic. The 
angels are clad in chitons (a tunic or loose garment) and himation (oblong mantle worn 
as street dress). This mode of portrayal recalls the famous mosaic of the Empress Theo­
dora and her retinue in the Church of St. Vitale, Ravenna.

Due to discrepancies the Kitti mosaic has puzzled Byzantine art students, and has been 
assigned to every century between the 5th and 12th, however, the characteristics suggest 
that it belongs to a transitional phase of development.

A newly discovered decorative border arching across the front of the apse (and this is 
shown on the sheet) is composed of ducks, parrots and stags, flanking graceful fountains 
enveloped in acanthus foliage; it is divided in the center by a 3-dimensional cross in­
side a medallion. Most of these symbols and motifs date to the 6th and 7th centuries.
The stamps will be illustrated in our March issue, with a reference to this article.
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BAHAMAS.: 1969 CHRISTMAS ISSUE - Released October 15, 1969

Le Nain

The 3$ value reproduces the central detail of THE ADORATION OF THE 
SHEPHERDS by Louis Le Nain (cl593-1648), painted in 1640. The original 
is in the National Gallery, London. Same design is seen on the l/6d 
value in the 1967 Christmas issue by Great Britain, released in Novem­
ber 1967 (Scott 518); see article on page 8 of the January 1 
issue

The 11$ value also shows a masterpiece previously 
reproduced on a postage stamp; this is the detail 
of THE VIRGIN AND CHILD WITH ST. JOSEPH from THE 

SHEPHERDS by Nicolas Poussin (1594-1665). The ori-

Poussin

ADORATION OF THE
ginal was painted C1636-37 and is in the National Gallery, London. 
This same detail is seen on the 1967 Christmas issues by New Zealand 
and Niue released in October 1967; see article on page 86 of the No­
vember 1, 1967 issue.

Dav:

The 12$ value shows almost the entire painting of 
THE ADORATION OF THE KINGS by Gerard David (cl460- 
1523), a Flemish painter. The original, a wood 
painting 23-1/2 x 23 Inches, is in 
Gallery, London.

the National

Gerard David was bom in Oudewater 
mostly in Bruges. He was the last 
the Bruges school. His work was influenced by van 
Eyck, van der Weyden, Memling and van der Goes, but 

he owed a great deal to van Eyck from whom he learned the most. He
came to Bruges in 1483 and was admitted to the guild in 1484, becom­
ing its head four times. He was named the town painter in 1494. He 
and finally settled in Antwerp in 1515. He was extremely active and 
paintings.

but was active 
great painter of

4

HAll XMAS

Foppa 
traveled in Italy, 
left a great many

The 15$ value shows almost the entire painting of THE ADORATION OF THE KINGS by Vincen­
zo Foppa (cl427-cl515). This same design is seen on the 2$ value in Jamaica's 1969 
Christmas issue; see page 8 of this issue for additional details.

EL GRECO'S PORTRAYAL OF PENTECOST — See page 71 of November 1, 1969 issue
Pentecost is an important Feast in Jewish and Christian Religions. In the Old Testament 
it falls fifty days after Passover, and in the Bible is known as the Feast of the Weeks 
or the Feast of the First Fruit. Its religious observance commemorates the delivery of 
the Law to Moses on Mount Sinai. For Christians, this Feast observed fifty days after the 
Crucifixion, commemorates the Descent of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles gathered in the 
Upper Room. Converts to Christianity were baptized on this day, and since they wore white 
garments, the day became known as Whitsunday.
One of the earliest representations of Pentecost is in the Rabula Gospels. This is de­
picted on the Italian issue of December 8, 1962 (Scott 866-67); see article on page 35 of 
May 1, 1964 issue. It is an Eastern Orthodox portrayal with its arched ceiling represent­
ing the "upper room." It includes the Blessed Virgin as representing Christ's Church on 
earth. This interpretation survives in Eastern Orthodoxy. El Greco was a Crete and was 
influenced by it. This is reflected in his painting of PENTECOST; he shows the arched 
celling and includes the Blessed Virgin, and also another woman which was considered very 
startling. He painted himself Into the picture (the elderly man with the pointed beard 
looking at the viewer rather than up), giving the reason that after the Descent of the 
Holy Spirit all men heard others speak in their own tongue, and since he spoke several 
languages he "belonged" in his representation of this Feast.
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MADONNA SETS

Monaco 263-73 $ 20.40
350-52 .75
412-22 2.15
624-28 2.05
630 .25
C51-2 2.20

Mozambique 325-28 24.25
356 .90
384-85 1.25
407-23 10.90
435-54 10.90

Panama 342-49 4.90
387-88 .25
441-50 & C256-65 9.50
445a & C259a .45
455-9 & C297 2.15
466 1.85

The above are unused, mostly mint, and fine to very fine.

We have recently published a "Price List" without prices.

It is FREE and we think you will find it unique.

MARSHALL H. WILLIAMS

Life Member of COROS #18 A J’S. SJ\A. a.T.a. PTS

98 East Rock Road

New Haven, Conn. 06511
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