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Ercgress of the Marian Librarz. Definite progress has been made in the
Marian Lidrary due %o the generous collaboration. of both the faculty and the
student committees of the University. Besides the student comnittee, we are
happy to include among our assistants the first high-school volunteers, two
students from the local Julienne High Schcol, who are offering their helr regularlys
Zspecially noteworthy was the checl:ing of almest a thousand Marian titles of the.
New York Public Library against our union catalogue with the result that several
hundred new titles were added tc our list. Many of these were in. Spanish and
other foreign langusges. . Thanks to Miss Catherine Klevorn, we have algo been
able to check the complete Marian beoklist of the St. Louis Public Lidrary a-
gainst our files and make notable additions to our 1list. An important milestone
has been recached in the completion of the pres:nt Marian Library booklist of
aprroximately 25(C titles. Steps are being taken to have this in prink for the
new year. :
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Batioral organization gets under way. Since the last issue of the News-
letter the national staff of "branch dirsctors" and assistants kas begun to or-
ganize. Tec date forty-eight individuals have volunteered their services as
coordinators or agents of the Mariar Lidrary in the field. Among the chief places
thus far represented are Alameda (Cal.), Baltimore, Belleville (I1l.), Kirkwood,
Haryknoll, ¥illbury (4ass.), New York, Philadelrhia, Fittsburgh, Providence,
wuebec (Caz.), St. Beniface (Can.), St. Louis, St, Meirrad (Ind.), San Antomio,
San Prancisco, and Siqux $ity. Outside the stotes sre ineluded aseistants fram
Fuerto Bico, Eawaii, Canada, Mexico, and Peru. Many ether volunteers, especially
from otker cities are still expected and necded. Witk the pudlication of the
present booklist this “advance army” of our Blessed !bther vill becin its vork
and a-steady and aignzficqnt progress is certainm. - .. : .
iRk - T
*  Since the Marian Lidrary bdegan as a Marianist prﬁject, it 1s natural to & .
pect that the majority of the originel contacts were Narianist prissts and Br!thorl-
Other branch directors are likewise desired especially in cities ia which the
Marianists have no schools., Among euch volunteers we are happy to inelude mem-
. bers of the Sisters of St. Josevh, the Sizters of the Immaculate Heart of Mary,
’ the Brothers of the Christian Schcels, ard seminarians of Maryknoll. Azong our
friezds in the laity several have velunteered from Chicago, St. Louis, Frovidence,
and Millbury (Mass.).
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To carvass as rmany publickand private libraries as rossible in order to rournd
. out our Union catalogue further volunt: -rs will be nseded. We shall be glad to
hear especially from districts not included in the precedlng paragragh.

Marian Library s universal interest. Mary is everybody's mother. If we

ever hartored the idea that societies dedicated by nare to our Lady, had a mcnopoly
on devotior to Mary, we would be disillusioned By our connections with the Marian
Lidrary. To cut it mildly, we were greatly edified By the prompt responsc to our

; request in the preceding issue of the Newsletter for earlier volumes of the Ave
Maria. Among those making generous offers were the Benedictine Fathers, Franciscass,
Fathers of Hely Cross, Jesuits, Ursuline Sisters, and the Cathelic Lending Lidrary
of Cincirnati. All sgem anxious to have a definite rart ia Mary's work.
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Other contacts likewise indicate the univ:rsality of intereat. John P, Then - o
of Hastings, Minn., sent us an interesting account of his hobdy (he calls it his )
devotion), of collecting pictures and statues of the Blessed Virgin, which has
retted hixm already over 2CCO varieties. The League of Cathclic "omen of Boston
has consulted us on its plans for.a Marian Congress next May. A Premonstwdensian
Pather offered us some helpful information on an ancient Marian text. Autograrhed
publications have been received from Miss Mary King (Australia), Bro. Angclus
Raphael, F.S5.C., Father Marencovick, and Father Joseph Cacclla., Father Cacella,

a native of Portugal, is now in Broc¥lyn to spread the devotion to the Immaculate
Heart of Mary which was urg:d so strongly by our Lady of Fatima. PFather Cacella

* writes us that his mother was present at five of the six apparitions at Fatima.

¥e are indeed happy to list all these fricnds of our Blessed Mother. Our
rroject has foreed upon us more vividly than ever that Mary is everytody's mother,
and we fe.l proud to be able to offer our imadequate services to act as a unifying
agency or clearing house for all that comcerns the mother of us all.

Several new fricnds have joined the donors list of the Marian Library. ZEspec-
ially worthy of menticr is the North Cathol1c High School of Fittsburgh with its
gift of $25.0C to “further our roble work.

Death takes Marian Library's greatest benefactor. In cur October issue we
singled out the generosity of Msgr. James M. Byan of Columbus, Okio. It waz with
deepest resret that, on October 2C, we roceived the trlcegram announcing his un-
timely deatn. Wc wer: consoled whilst att:nding the fnneral services, to hear the
eloguent tridute paid to his memory. Thoush sorry to see him go, we are encouraged
by the thought that we now have an intercessor befcre the throne of her to whem our
rroject is dedicatcd. We kmow that his vrayers will btring blessings to our work.

We feel certain that Honaignor Ryan's generosity to hie Blcs-ed Hcthcr g
cause has bdbrought him & rich -rsward. You wili pardon us, If we suggest his whole-
heartsd generosity as & model worthy of imitation. In sending us one of our most
prized acquisitions, Honazgnor wrote: "Thxs book is worth a $10C.00C to me. It's
yours free, if you have no ofhrr copy." He was anxious to make his last gifts to
his Blessed Mother as perfect as possidle. In sending the seventy volumes of the

 'Av= H‘ria, he notzd that the 1ast four volumes were unbound, decause several num-
' bers were missing. Of these he added: "If you can get them, have them bourd and

send me the bill,--if I am alive,--I1 don't expect to live long. — Getting these
books for the Soc1et1 of Mary is a pleasurs.” »

A Christmas gift to Mary. May we remind you that the Marian Library has been
orerating solely on voluntary offcrings of services and funds from Mary's leyal
children, and we are confidert that it will realize its goal on that same dasis.

The publication of the Marian Library tocklist will draw heavily on the rresent
furds, and ac the many .branch dircctors begin their work of locating materials, more
funds will be necaded. May we appeal to all our friends at this holy season for a
little Christmas gif® to her who brought Christmas Day to us?

May the Mother of the Christ Child »l:ss you all abundantly this Christmas
seasor and grant you a truly Marian new year.

Note: FPLEASE PCST this notice on your bullstin board or pass it om to other infer-
estcd persons. Help make our Blessed Mother's work known to all her children. We
shall be wlad to rcceive new names for our NEWSIETTER mailing list.



