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Marian Committee of the United States. On December 7 and 8 the first national
Marien congress was held &t the Nationmal Shrine of the Immaculate Conception, Wesh-
ington, D«C. . A large crowd assisted at the public sessions and at the Pontifical
High Mass held in the main chapel of the Shrine. But the principel purpose of the
congress appeared only im the closed sessions to which the principel Marian lay move-
ments were invitedes Among these were the Rosery Confraternity, the Femily Rosary,
the Scepular Militia, the Association of the Miraculous Medal, the Sorrowful Mother
Novena, and the Sodality of the Blessed Virgin, the legion of Mary, Our Lady of Per-
petual Holp Novona, end last but not least our own little Marian Librarye To this
group was added the National Mariolegy Commission of the National Federation of
Catholic College Students (NFCCS)e. The chief purpose of the closed sessions was to
develep moans of unifying these great movements in carrying out tho great mission of
Mary in modern times. Emphasis wes pleced on apostolete as the "common bond™ that
ought to unite all of these orgenizations. They are all interested in developing
children of Mary; they are all interested in imiteting Him who scid: "I heve given
you en example, that a2s I heve done, so do you also." -- To imitate Jesus, the first
Child of Mary, we must be animated by the same purpose fer which He became & Child of
Mary, -- the salvation of mankind. To be & true child of Mary means to live fur
seuls, to suffer emd dis for theme It is this epostolic goal that has been adopted
by the new committee to be known as the "Marisn Committee of the United States af
America,"™ This is to be 0 permanent committee and is W meet at loast mnce a year
ts discuss ways and means of furthering its work. -- We were very grateful for the
invitation to this congresse Our infant project hed little claim to association with
these well-established l&y mavements. Our elaim, if any, lies in the future, in
our pessibility of rendeding great service as a clearing house for all these associe-
tions. We hope to affer help tc all their members, when our library is prepared to
act as the service agoncy which is its gvale -- Tho Marian Library should profit a
great deal fram the cooperation ¢f these other movementsy according to the plans
dresm up at the.econgress.-- The Committee plans to hold enother congress this year
to coomemmorate the dedication of the United States to the Immaculate Conceptien.
May 12 has beoen set as tentative date for the opening sessiony

By a strange. coincidence to us the closed sessions of the cengress were held in
the MariemlLibrery of the National Shrine. This gave us the opportunity te examine
some of its precicus treasures in the ancient temes devoted te our Blessed Mothers
A report en the chief possessions of the Mariema Library is found in the latest issue
of the Bulletin sf the Catholic University.

During our short stay in Weshington, we were privileged to pey a visit to one of
the earliest benefactors of the Merian Library, who donoted mony valuable books to ow:
collection. We were greatly edified by the Christian atmosphere of his home, but our
surprise came, when he ushered us into his ™ariem chapel." His office and the adjo-
cent roam were literally lined with statues, pictures, plaques, medallions, and broks
on the Blessed Mother, one more beautiful than the other. Our host seemed happy and
proud to talk sbout the things that referred to the Blessed Virgin. What we admired
most was his "et-homeness” with his Mather and whatever referred to Her.

The Union Catalogues In earlier issues of the Newsletter we have refarved te
our Union Eatalogue, n which we hope te unite all the Marien books of as meny pub=
lic and private libraries as possible. While in Weshington, therefore, we took the
eccasinn to visit the most feomous of all Union Catelogues, the one at the Library
of Congress. As it was in the evening just before train time, we were net able to
meet the chief custodimm, but we did gather a bit of valuoble infomatiod to facili-
tate sur own works Since them, we have corresponded with Mr. George Schwegman, the
Director, and were pleased at his interest in our pmject. He is anxious ta incor-
porate the rosults of our findings in his Union Cetalogue. Certainly, if this can be
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done, it will increase the fruitfulness of our work a hundreltold. To de this,
however, we depend entirely on the cocperation of our Field Workers, who are re-
sponsible for having Recoerd Cards made for the public and piivats librarioa of their
districts. Tbke work abo (¥4 be quite simple now that mwe haveﬁiﬂauad the Booklist

and the St vro" erents. YWe args ocur Field Workers to prass thizfwon: forward as fast

as pou- iz, btaceuse upon 1% derends %o a great extent the Thalization ~f a number
af the prinzipel odbjestiives cof cur project. -- We appeal again to others, espocially
teachers wko sro in a pos3itian to encoursge their studeuts or csodalists to partici-
petn in the mork of chec<iag public libraries, parish libraries, ote. to offer their
help in furthering our Bifssed Nother!s work. Wo shall be glad to offer gratis all
tho meterials for this px*pose.

The Union Catalogus will be ome of our greatest means for acting as a service
agency, after it i3 suffieiently devsloped. It hac elrosdy giver vaiuable halp.
Just tocdey we had a requiet Tor help in preparing a prrer orgthe epparitions of Our
Lady. Thy vucuact ceme M1on Clevelond. We feol quite sure thnt our inquirer was
grecatlv holipeé by tLs faew trat we could tell her thet the best sot of books nn the
subject wus avaijable in het own city at the Ursulino Collogs. Wo were gble to ren-
der this service only because we had the Record Cavd fililed out for Ursuline College
library by ome of our generous helpers. We need meny such helpers in every city af
the United Statoss If you con spare an hour or two & month, send in your neme; WE
NEED MORE FIEID WORKERS. -

We were” pleased to receive Record Cards from Seven more libraries in the Pitts-
burgh area from Father Robert Brown, S.M., but we were more pleased &t his statement
that "Sister Hslen Mohr, S.C., has agreed to see to the checging of all hsr community
lidbraries in the diocese.™ - Here is an ex=mple for all memiprs of religious communi-
ties. If you are interested in Mary's work, see to it that pvery ome of your commu-
nity lidraries has a Record Card in our Mariem Library Union Catalogue « Write ro:;,.-a
a Rocord Cerd todaye

Our benefactors. Gifts to Mary's project have continued to flow 1n during the
past two mcnihs. We ere happy to point out especimlly the donation of 19 new books
by Sister Mary Therese, 0.S.B., of Ferdinand, Indiana, and 24 books tcgether with
cther items by Mr. Grifﬂn. We arc grateful to Mr. Griffin:also for kis further: pub-
licity for cur project through articles in the Sign and the Catholic Fducat jonal Re-
viéw. The notice in the February issue of the Mescenger of tho Seored Hwart prooably
owes its origin to one af his articles.also. -- Rather unique &molg our latest acqui-
sitions are three Jepanese books on sur Blessed Mother, They come through Sgt. Paul
S}nift in Kycto, Japan. He writes that because no books could be bought there Father
Furuya, pastcr of St. Francis church "insisted that I teke these, his own books. He
was delighted to be able to make some contribution 'for Mary" as he put it. He is
Japanese -- educated in Rome."™ Sgte. Swift who also sent us bsoks previously from the
European theater of war adds characteristically: "It has been a real thrill for me
to meet these servants of God--of all nationelities--in all corners of the world.™ -
- A prized acquisition ccmos from Sister Paul-Emile in Ottewn, Cenade, in the fom
of-a copy of Cardinal Lepicior's Relations de la trds Sainte Vierge avec le tres
Saint Sacrement, an address delivered &t 8n International BuUCRETISticC CONgresse --
From Mineola, PFather Monheim sends us several books sccured from salvage shops.
Here's £ hint for other Field Workers. Get in touch with the St. Vincent de Paul
Society in your distriet and see whether they have any Marian books that you can di-
rect this wey. -- We take this .pportunity to thenk all these donors, as well as those
who have offered cash gifts. We should like to single out en anonymous gift of $5.0Q
from St. Louis end ¢ $25.00 War Bond fram the faculty of Purcell High School, Cincin-
nati. Otber gifts have come in Newburgh, N.Y., Dedhem, Moss., New York City, St.
Louis, £nd San Juen, Puerto Rico. To these and the many others our sincerest thanksh
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UNION CATALCGIE OF THE MARIAN LIBRARY

Nature and purpese. A Union Catalogue is in reality a combinetion of many dif-
ferent catalogues in one. Besides giving general deta regarding a publication, it
gives also the axact location in which it can be found, that is, it genmerally indi-
cates in some way several libraries conteining the work in question. The Union Catee
logue of the Marian Library proposes to do this service for all the principal books
treating of our Blessed Mothers In the Marian Library organization, there are field
workers in the principal cities throughout the states, as well as in Canada, Mexico,
and South America. These field workers are expeeted to check libraries, both public
and private, for all Marian books. They may do this checking either directly or
through otherss This can'be done very readily through members of Sodalities and
cther Marian orgenizations. ‘ .

Method. This checking of libraries was originally done by having individuals
ccpy the complete neme of the author, the title, the place of publication, etc. How-
ever, since we have issued the Booklist of the Marian Library, this work has been
greatly simplifiede Now the procedure (as described on pp. 2 and 3 of the Supple-
ment to the Booklist of the Marien Library) is as follows: (1) The one checking the
library finds the title.of & book on the Blessed Mother and locates this in the
Booklist which is arranged alphabetically by author. Eech book has a numbere This
number then is recorded on the Record Card as shown on page 3 of the Supplement.
This process is repeated for every Marian booke If there are differences in editions
ar publishers, or if there is an entirely new author and title, these also are indi-
cated on the Record Card as shown on page 3 of the Supplement. When all the books
of an individual library have been entered on the card, the record is ecomplete. This
corresponds then to the catalogue of Marian books of that single library. (2) The
next step is to transfer this record or individual catalogue.to the Union Catalogue.
This is done as shown c¢n the accompanying rages On this page it will be noticed
that there are code letters, each code indicating an 4ndividual library. The code
follows the system in the Union List of Serials amnd bols Used in the Union Cata-
logue of the Library of Congress. In general, the colle is made up as follows: the
first capital letter indicates the state, the second !ndicates the city, and the
third the individual library. When there is no third letter, the code indicates the
the principal or publie library of the locality. For example, on the accompanying
sheet NM indicetes Maryknoll (M), New York (N); MiDRe indicates the rectory (r) of
the Hely Redeemer Parish (R) of Detroit (D), Michigan (Mi); DF stands for the Frsn-
ciscan Monastery Library (F) in Washington, D. Cs (D),--To continue our explanation
then, the Union Catalogue will give us the informetion as to the location of the
various beoks. Thus, on the acccmpanying page, we notice Nce. 1450« Checking with
the Booklist we notice thet this number represents "Longo, Bs, Fifteen Saturdays of
the Most Holy Rosary. Valle Pcmpe, 1907." The Union Catalogue then tells us that
so far we kncw that longo's beok is found in the libraries of Maryknoll, New Yerk,
Fhe Redeemer Rectory Library, in Detroit, Michigan, and the Franciscan Librery,
Washington, Ds C. The other symbols on the accompanying page are interpreted in a
similar manner. ZEach one stands for a separate library.

At the present time our Union Catalogue is still in its infancy, but we hope
during the coming months to enlarge it considerably. When it is more complete, we
shall be able to tell inquirers the library nearest to them which contains the work
they are seeking.

Local Union Catelogue. This Union Catalogue will eneble us to give a great deal
of service. Among others we may be able to help different cammunitics or cities to
establish a local Union Catalogue. If any city, for oxample Detroit, is anxious to
establish a Marien reading circle we should be able to turn over to them all the
Record Cards for the libraries in Detroit so thaet they can, with a minimum of effort,
construct a Union Catalogue for their own locality, This will enable them to know
exactly wherc every Marian book in Detroit can be found.,

February, 13546 (over)
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