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The OPPORTUNITY OF !'I{l CENTURY. At 1asﬂt ;the Buropean book market is opening.
Juring the past month well over four hundred fbool:a' have come to the Marian Library
from Paris, Femce, Included among these are Jourdain's Somu: zes Gloires de Marie
{12 volumes), de Miechow's Conferences sur.lds Litanies de ia Sainte Vierge (b v.).
- Barbler's le Sainte Vierge d'spres les Peres AU v.), Ledoux' Marie Meditee (5 v.),
. ¥otre Dame de Franee (b v.), and de Fleury' sdk Sdnte Vierge - Btude archeologique
£.%. T These and mi many others of perhaps ev greater value are now the property :
of the Marian Library. We-Iave not yet been able to do mueh in the direction of re-
cording .and cataloguing them, so it will takd eonsiderable ttno before we can reslly
appreciate the full value of our most recent jacquisitioms. -~ THewe books ineclude . ..
soze of the most modern pudlications as well as some that are quite old. In fact, the.
oldest -book we now have is among them, & Por ese¢ book on the Hosary printed im = .
~ 1574, Several dooks of the first two decaded of the seventeenth century are anong
. the concctim, |~ i
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ﬁu thip-cnt of these dooks 1s not withqui some interest. inyone who has pried .
shipping things to foreign eountries, knowl \&hat a Pheadache" it is Just to get a sia- -~ .
gle package througk our U.$. Postoffiee. bably the same difficulties would de en-.
countered Dy someone over. there; our guess 1 ;hlt it would be worse. But we are--:- ..
gotting the books and that's wvhat eounts. Hora's the story. Ve started our nsgorn: .
tiations throngh Father Keubert, S.M., in Fri &, Switgerland He in turn inter-.
ested Father Antoni of Paris in the project, {#nd it wes in Paris that probadly nn;tf- @g
cf the books were actually purchased. -The pyfchasing shouldn't have been too diffi-
cul%, dut the shipment by & foreigner probedbly would have meant no end of trouble.

Zut the problem was solved rather cleverly tlirough the kindnese of Chaplain John
Finke, §.M., an Mmerican Marianist etill tnfhe armed eervice over there. The books
have ecome to us under Father Finke's name and with American postagze, -— We take
this ocpportunity to express our sincerest thenke to all those who have ‘been iz
viived in the assembling and shipping of all these preeious’ vciumes to our Marian
Lihraery., At last we have gone over the first thousand meri,

And here's that OPPORTUNITY OF THE CENTURY! The books coming from Peris are

costing us $1000. We shall need every penny now left im our treasury for the pub-
ication of the REVISED BOOKLIST and so, if we want to be able to get similar pur-
thages in Etaly, Austria, and Spain, where odr Brothers would be glad to cooperate,
«« need your help. At this time the value of European money is extremely low, while
the value of American money is extremely high. Our money emn purchase much mcre
40W than 1t will be able to when money values become more egualized. Our recent
inguiries brought us the news that the lmerican dollar was worth 117 French francs.
and 220 Italian lires.

. Remember, the Marian Library is a voluatary project, i.e., it depends solely upnn
the voluntary gifts of the children of our Blessed Mother. During the holidays a number
of our friends came through with gifts to Mary's projeet, which we have tried in each
case to acknowledge by personal communicatiom. We single out here particularly a dora-
tion of $5.00 by the College of New Rodelle and one of $25.00 by Trinity College,

Sioux City, Iowa. We present these as examples worthy of -emulation, and may we ask
you toccnaider the possibility of having your institution listed among the donors and
vatrons of thia mnet Avnsmie profect 4n the Rintary of amr coumtrv tn saenre the pro-
mstion of our hieavenly Mother's cause down through the jesre- - If-every school and
every sodality and every imdividual contacted by this NEWSLETTEP -ade even the slightest
gsontridution NOW, it would be mmltiplied many times in walue, if it could be invested
in foreign bYooks vhen the value of the AMERICAN DOLLAR is &t such a pesek. Only by -
your contribution can the work go on! WRITE RIGHT NOW, and sead your ML'I'L to make

the MIGET of Our Mother more fruitful in our belaved PP v 1

Pope Pius donates 3000 volumes to Servite Yatherg, In our December issue we
wrote of the Marian Library at Banneux, Belgium, which according to latest reports
ucw numbers 2500 volumes in its eollection. Since then we have learned of the generous
€ift of the Holy Father to the Servite Father: in Rome. In 10C:, the fiftieth anniver-
sary of the definition of the Immaculate %n¢ption dogma, the promotors of the Inter-
national Marisn Congress in Rowe under the lgadership of Wonsignor Stagni, 0.3.M., sug-
_gested the founding of a Marian Library, vhich since that time was housed in various

T. C¢e :n Home “thefirst being tie Pontifical Leonine College On October p2 1246
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acceding to the request of the Very Rev. Upbriele Roschini, 0.8 M., the Holy Father
through 2 letter of Cardinal Montini decredd that "The above-mentioned Mariam Lidrary
should be confided to the Servite Fathers of the Intermational College of St. Alexis Falsn
conieri, wvhere an international Marian center already exists." (From a clipping in & news-
paper in Rome). ~- To our knowledge this is the largest collection in the world today,

a worthy goal for us to emulate in this lnpd of ours dedicated to the Immaculate Mother.

Y¥e haven't missed the tip. The exchange of a few airmail letters have done the
trick. Zather Roschinl graciously consented to allow us to have photostats made of
his available 1ist, though that list is not yet completed. As a result of our nego-
tiati ons we have received fifty-eight photostats of his entries that have already been
classifi ed, giving us hundreds of new titles. ¥e have just completed checking his
liet againet our own and are now prepared to make additions to our forthcoming booklist,
wvhich, of couse, will be delayed meny daye as a result. Proofs of the earlier portion
that we had prepared for the revision are now coming in, but just now it looke as
though the actual Revised Booklist will not be ready before summer. The task is gi-
gantic, but the result should be remresentative. We are doing OUR UTMOST, but WE NEED
YOUR HELP to further this magnificent work of ourMBleued Mother. Will you let HER down?

Mary's friends are still coming through. Of the recent acquisitions that have bdeen
coming through from Mary's children here at home, it is ‘diffimlt to say which deserves
most comment. V¥We are moat grateful to Mr, Willgimg, successor to Father Kortendick,
as Librarian of Catholic:University, for donating fros his own set Volumes V1I and XVIII
of tt» Ave Maria, which now make our set complete from the start in 1865. — With the
exceptional opportunities we hope to have in a few more years, we expect to be able to
build uwp a useful index of articles from Marian pert odicals. VWe appeal at this time
to other institutl ons tlmt have complete sets of Marian periodicals gatbering dust
to place thep with the Karian Library, wvhere they can be rendered fruitful. Without
an index, they are virtually useless. We ghall have the machinery to make them function
for Mary's glory. —— Bro. Murphy, S.M.M., sent us a veritable treasure in the form of
a photographic copy of @rignom de Montfort's original mamuscripts of Traite de 1a vraie
devotion a la Sainte Vierge. The book is really a gift of Cept. Floyd Marlowe, TSN,
¥e have space for but one more item, an sutographed copy of Father Riclard F. Nortoa's
Yisitations of Qur Lady, an excellent compilation of the apparitions of Our lLady
down through the ages. The book can be puichased for $2.00 from the author at 420
‘High 3t., Dedham, Mass. .
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