University of Dayton
eCommons

Educational Leadership Faculty Publications Department of Educational Leadership

1996

Adolescent Suicide: The Implication of Coping,
Family Functioning and Their Interactions for
Prevention and Intervention

Ronald F. Bobner
Youngstown State University

David M. Weis
The University of Akron

Carolyn Ridenour
University of Dayton, cridenourl @udayton.edu

Pam Gulley Smith
University of Dayton

Kathy Kormos
The University of Akron

See next page for additional authors
Follow this and additional works at: http://ecommons.udayton.edu/eda fac pub

b Part of the Applied Behavior Analysis Commons, Child Psychology Commons, Educational
Assessment, Evaluation, and Research Commons, Educational Leadership Commons, and the Pain

Management Commons

eCommons Citation

Bobner, Ronald E.;; Weis, David M.; Ridenour, Carolyn; Smith, Pam Gulley; Kormos, Kathy; and Lanpher, Ben E., "Adolescent
Suicide: The Implication of Coping, Family Functioning and Their Interactions for Prevention and Intervention" (1996). Educational
Leadership Faculty Publications. 86.

http://ecommons.udayton.edu/eda_fac_pub/86

This Conference Paper is brought to you for free and open access by the Department of Educational Leadership at eCommons. It has been accepted for
inclusion in Educational Leadership Faculty Publications by an authorized administrator of eCommons. For more information, please contact

fricel @udayton.edu, mschlangenl@udayton.edu.


http://ecommons.udayton.edu?utm_source=ecommons.udayton.edu%2Feda_fac_pub%2F86&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://ecommons.udayton.edu/eda_fac_pub?utm_source=ecommons.udayton.edu%2Feda_fac_pub%2F86&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://ecommons.udayton.edu/eda?utm_source=ecommons.udayton.edu%2Feda_fac_pub%2F86&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://ecommons.udayton.edu/eda_fac_pub?utm_source=ecommons.udayton.edu%2Feda_fac_pub%2F86&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1235?utm_source=ecommons.udayton.edu%2Feda_fac_pub%2F86&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1023?utm_source=ecommons.udayton.edu%2Feda_fac_pub%2F86&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/796?utm_source=ecommons.udayton.edu%2Feda_fac_pub%2F86&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/796?utm_source=ecommons.udayton.edu%2Feda_fac_pub%2F86&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1230?utm_source=ecommons.udayton.edu%2Feda_fac_pub%2F86&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1274?utm_source=ecommons.udayton.edu%2Feda_fac_pub%2F86&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1274?utm_source=ecommons.udayton.edu%2Feda_fac_pub%2F86&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://ecommons.udayton.edu/eda_fac_pub/86?utm_source=ecommons.udayton.edu%2Feda_fac_pub%2F86&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:frice1@udayton.edu,%20mschlangen1@udayton.edu

Author(s)
Ronald F. Bobner, David M. Weis, Carolyn Ridenour, Pam Gulley Smith, Kathy Kormos, and Ben E. Lanpher

This conference paper is available at eCommons: http://ecommons.udayton.edu/eda_fac_pub/86


http://ecommons.udayton.edu/eda_fac_pub/86?utm_source=ecommons.udayton.edu%2Feda_fac_pub%2F86&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages

8th Annual Research & Tw Center Conference Dept of Child and Family Studies,
Health Institute, Umv:rutyo South Flonda, 1996

Adolescent Suicide:
The Implications of Coping, Family Functioning and Their
Interactions for Preventicn and Intervention

Authors
mfnmmmm&m
Retum 1o |able of Contents

Introduction

It has become apparent over the past ten years that the role of the family has been identified as an
increasingly significant variable with regard to adolescent suicide. Some authors go as far as to say that
'fmlvreI-eJ&cmmloheunMn ificant contributor to youth suicide” (Husain, 1990). As
critical as these vanables appear 1o be, very little information is available about the family charactenistics
of youths that kiil themselves. Furthermore, family characteristics of who suicide are
ohcnduc:ihednlsidefwmofmvmmofuhufxm these generally on the
family characteristics only after an has occurred. Little is known about those family factors that
are precursors to the suicide attempt or the mechanisms underlying “the relation of family
cmmndmdmmym:hmwmwfeﬁu 1989).

Most studies that have attempted to clucidate underlying mechanisms have focused on constructs such as
family communication, emeshment, cohesion, flexibility, affective involvement, affective
responsiveness, behavior control, roles, and problem solving. Concurrent with the family rescarch on
adolescent suicide, lmbodyofhmlmdcvdopdwhkhfocwonm ing skills
and their relation to adolescent suicide. These studies suggest that adolescent coping skills are icial
in situations involving suicide ideation and (Orbach & Bar-Joseph, 1993). It is

to assume that these skills are shaped, in part, by the adolescent’s experiences within the
family context. Other investigators have ﬁlﬂfumlyquryulnw
modality for adolescents at risk for suicide & Jobes, 1992; Richman, 1986). A logical next step
ulommmthehmlysmwtmdohnuﬂmhﬂl-ﬂbdumfwaumly
interventions focused on expanding the adolescent's coping repertoire.

Family Literature. Adolescents often feel alienation to which the family contributes (Smith, 1981).
Some theones suggest that poor communication within the family will promote stress that
contributes to suicidal behavior of children ( I%S)Odmmwudnhctofm
mothering results in the child feeli lhndundndnﬂoved(sm ). However, of the studies
several characteristics of families with consistency: family conflict (Cassorla, 1980,
Cohen-Sandler, Berman & King, 1982; Corder, & Corder, 1974a; C , Shorr, & Corder, 1974b;
Davidson, Choquet, & Facy, 1976 Jacobs & Teicher, 1967; Kosky, Sman&.Zuhnck. 1990; McKenry,
Tishler & Kelley, 1982; Spirito Brown, Overholser & Fritz, 1989a; Tishler, McKenry, & 1981,
Williams & L 1976; Withers & 1€77); history of family suicide (Barter, S & Todd.
1968; Brent, , Allen & Brown, 1990; Cassocla, 1980; Corder, & Corder, 1974b; Davidson,
Choquet, & Facy, 1976 pumalnlooholl lbuae( Taleghani, Choquet & Courtecuisse, 1978;
Davidson, , 1976; Slnlgm ).mdfmulyvnoleme especially sepal abuse
(Husain, 1990; & uana, 1980; 1985, Shby&Mchu 1989). In addition,
mummmu»mmmm(cm Page & Corder, 1974a;
Corder, Shorr & Corder, 1974b; Marfatia, 1975) and there is often a feeling of parental rejection or
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disinterest (Cassorla, 1980; Davidson, Choquet, & Facy, 1976; Husain, 1990; Marfatia, 1975; McKenry,

Tishler & Kelley, 1982). Alongwrdnlnshrkof vedfnmlyooltum.thelouofnma

wﬁma&u(ﬂm Swaback, & Todd, 1968; Cohen-Sandler, Berman & King, 1982; Godwin,
)mohm&&ehhnpofﬂmﬁm

Coping Literature. Sadowski and Kelly (1993) believe that youth who attempt suicide have “more

Mwwuwmﬂhehmmmbmmhdomm

(Amﬂﬁm&ﬁmlmclmm , Mil hﬁ&%mlﬁb:ﬂi\mﬁﬁ(lﬂl)

social withdrawal was used more frequently by who are suicidal ( , Overholser &

Suk.!‘)l%) In addition, a number of have documented a connection a diminished

m mdmnde(w Carlson, & Guthrie, 1987; Schotte & Clum, 1987,
& Clum, | Sm:(l%)mmu{ummmmm&ndﬂm

yndﬂedumlenmvolwdmlhlhefum lmdadtomefema?mg' strategics than

umwlmwm“cdelusﬁaqmly ﬁtlrywlhmlhlhlm'yo Ici

were less likely to use relaxation and more likely to vent

Retum 1o Top

Method

Subjects and Procedures
The 410 participants volunteered for this project were obtained from 20-middle, junior, and senior high
pﬂnﬂpuﬂM“ﬁﬂMWMmO&oM‘Mmﬂlm The
ranged from 11 to 18 years. percent were male and 70 percent were
‘)%ol‘unpowlmon the participants and their parent(s)
consent process. mthel‘lm Asscssment Device

(FADLH:SM:&MW(SIQ).M&: for Problem
(A-COPE). The SIQ was used to divide participants ulnlow-ﬂh;hldwnrm

The initial mmmmmwsmmn‘mom

ideators, and 19 who were placed in the attempter category. "I'heFADduamQ-fauotnllymd

uptl:lyfotelchmm()UANAL (VanTurben, 1975). Differences in participant coping skills

along topologies were then identified.

Return to 1op

All of the instruments were developed, normed, and have reading levels appropriate for the sample
The validity and reliability estimates of the instruments were deemed 10 be acceptable. The
1Q consists of cither 15 (ages 13 -14) or 30 (ages 15-18) items which range in specificity
of suicidal ideation. The rates cach item in terms of frequency within the last month.
determined cutofY scores were used 1o categorize participants according to level of ideation
and, therefore, risk (1988). The FAD was developed to describe family functioning in terms of
WMMW(MW&BMI%J)NMMGOM
seven scales which measure Problem Solving, Communication, Roles, Affective
iveness, Affective Involvement, Behavior Control, and General Functioning. The A-COPE was
as a tool for measuring mmhmthMo{any
Stress, Adjustment and Adaptation ( & McCubbin, 1991). ltmnmtlof.ﬂLnkm-lypem
wmmmchmwmm&eb
reliance and opimism, developing social support, solving
spintual support, investing in close friends. secking support,
activity, being humorous, and relaxing.
Retwato lop
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randomly divided into five subsamples. Each subsample’s FAD data were

| sample size, the data vaikisted “m%ﬁd (N;ufiﬁ - demtified
(N = 9). These profiles are presented below. o "

mmwwmummawmﬁmm ing to the high 1deator
mﬁkmmd:mofmlu.mknndgﬂbcﬁwimdw-s ilarly, the
demwmmﬁh&uaedmmmorm
communications, and affective in

CoﬁmﬂimunmdbythAmPEdwvﬁdbymﬁh‘mmmmemm
were different from those in the high ideator in that tended to utilize problem solving (t =
2.04, p = .05, N = 32), spiritual support (t=2.0,p = 007. N = Zyndprofuﬁunlsm
(t=2.48,p=.019,N = 32) 10 a greater extent. Youths who fit the attempter d from those
with a low ideator profile in that they tended to used spiritual support (t = 2.26, p = .026, N = 92) and
plofeuiullumw!(t-G.IT.p-.m.N'%)bl extent, and were less likely to endorse
optimism (t = | .84, -.07.N-92)ndlvoid?=‘“ (1=3.24, p = .002, N = 92). Those youths
who scored as high ideators differed from low i in that they tended to seek professional help (1 =
263, p=.050, N = 106) to a greater extent were less likely to engage in demanding activities (1=2.22, p
= 029, N = 106), avoid problems (t = 3.92, p = .001, N = 106), solve problems (1t = 2.45, p = 016, N =
106), use self-reliance (t = 3.07, p = .003, N = 106), and seck diversions (t = 294, p= 004 N = 106).

Given the limitations of these data, the following suggestions are offered subject to replication. It
that adolescents from certain offqn@liumybclpulurhkﬁx igh suicidal ideation

appears
and attempts, and that both the and the adolescent’s pattern ing skills can be
used by counselors as an indicator o ﬁmmmmmmd‘uhmﬂw , attention to
mwmmmhﬁl ive and therapeutic function. Historically, thy
teaching of coping skills was accomplished working with the identified client. However, since un se
m“.mhpmwm&mduhﬂy.-ﬂﬁauthﬁrmma:

i protective function, both the adolescent and the family may be appropniate

targeted on increasing the adolescent's coping skills.
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