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THE MARIAN LIBRARY 

INTERNATIONAL MARIAN RESEARCH INSTITUTE 

Father Theodore Koehler was the distinguished director of The Marian Library 

from 1969 through 1987. During that time he founded the International Marian 

Research Institute (IMRI). 

The Marian Library is the world's largest and most comprehensive collection of 
printed materials on Mary, the Mother of God and of all the Faithful. Its dual 

purpose is to further research and to promote well-founded devotion to Mary. 

Established in 1943 , The Marian Library now holds over 8o,ooo books and pam­

phlets in some 50 languages, ranging from the r 5th century to the present. Its 

resources include a variety of materials, such as periodicals, clippings, and attractive 

collections of Marian art, stamps and medals. Supplementing these is a general 

reference library comprising standard theological works from patristic writings to 
contemporary authors. The Marian Library publishes Marian Library Studies, a pe­

riodical of international and scholar! y character. 

It is to Fr. Theodore Koehler's merit that the wealth of The Marian Library was 

made available to students in a regular academic program. In 1975, he founded 

IMRI to facilitate and encourage Marian studies in the United States and abroad. 

IMRI is affiliated with the Roman Pontifical Theological Faculty Marianum. 

Since its approval by the Sacred Congregation for Catholic Education, IMRI en­
ables students to prepare for the licentiate (S.T.L.) and the doctorate of sacred theol­

ogy (S.T.D.) with specialization in mariology, to earn a certificate in Marian Stud­

ies or to work toward a master's degree in religious studies with specialization in 

mariology from the Department of Religious Studies at the University of Dayton, 

offered in a joint program. IMRI also offers a program of Guided Studies. 

The International Marian Research Institute is one of the world's few centers for 

mariological studies. It is also involved in the promotion of interdisciplinary studies, 

continued scholar) y research, and religious art. 
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