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A Proposed Study of Online Flirting

Jasmine Smith, B.A. a0
Advisor: Lee Dixon, Ph.D. DAYTON

INTRODUCTION METHOD AND PROCEDURE HYPOTHESES

Online Communication Participants are expected to be approximately 250 o ) o ) )
undergraduates who will be asked to complete the following: 1. We are predicting that online flirting will be perceived as less

« Everyday, millions of people interact with others online through computer-

; ication (CMC ial i ; h detrimental to a romantic relationship than offline flirting as
?edlztedkcommumcatlon ( ) on social networking websites, such as « Read 4 vignettes which describe a public or private flirting a result of an informal understanding of disinhibited online
CTV(I:g :o b linked t h " the Online Disinhibiti behavior that occurs either offline or online and rate the behavior.

’ as poen inked 1o 8 pnenomenon Known &s fe Ynine Hismhibiion level of detriment to the relationship they believe the various | | 3 e are predicting that public online flirting will lead to a lower
Effect (ODE), in which people say things and do behaviors online that they flirting behaviors would have on a romantic relationship. ’ percep':ion of dEe]trimerF:t on a romantic rglationship that
would not say or do offline (Suler, 2004). private online firtin

« One way that people may say or do things while online that they would not * An Internet Usage Questionnaire pertaining to their use of o 9 )
normally is through their flirting behaviors while online. online communication in order to provide an understanding 3. We aret_also Pred'ﬁ:'”ﬁ that ”I‘_e rils':jt'lts from tthe Ilnternet usage

of online flirting among college students. questionnaire will show online flirting is actively occurring on
this college campus and is having an impact on the

Online Flirting vs. Offline Flirting
ODE may lead to people being more likely to exhibit disinhibited online
behaviors, such as flirting with someone besides your romantic partner.

Flirti ith oth: tside of a dyadi tic relationship h ti
impact on the romantic relatonship (Kalbfeisch, 1993). VIGNETTES SIGNIFICANCE

« There is a general view in our society that online flirting is less detrimental
to a relationship than face-to-face flirting (Malt, 2007) and that flirting that Offline public flirting situation: .
occurs in private is more detrimental to a relationship than public flirting

A demographics questionnaire which will gather information relationships of students.
such as, age, gender, relationship status and length.

The current study will address the lack of research in the area

(itman. 71990) “Imagine you and your romantic partner are at a party of online behaviors and flirting.

. Thom ’ ok 'f derstanding i th ) bout offline firt talking with a group of friends. Your significant other | |+ The results of this study will provide a better understanding of
areeLe ;felad ‘i"‘:or?"ni"f"enr; agitﬁe?tilonseas: dsa?;esmzwss:el?: tc?a(lirc]i?esls Thgi]s begins flirting with another person in the group by the effects of online flirting and how it differs in its impact on
needp 9 y saying ‘You look really nice today’”. romantic relationships compared to offline flirting.

- Further research is needed in this area to add to the foundation
G OA LS O F O U R R ES EARC H I Offline private flirting situation: gf knowlgdge needed to }Jndel:stand the role and impact of the
“Imagine your romantic partner is at a party. He/she internet in lives and relationships.
. : . begins flirting with another person by smiling and
Goal 1: Due to the lack of research in this area, a goal Te ; T
of this study is to provide a basis of information on the saying, "You looked really nice today’ while both are R E F E R E N CES
standing alone with each other”. .

amount of online flirting, how online flirting occurs, Kalbfleisch, P. J. (Ed.). (1993). interpersonal ion: Evolving interpersonal
and the impact of online flirting among college-age . o refationships. Lawrence Erlbaum.
students Online public flirting situation: Suler, J. (2004). The online disinhibition effect. Cyberpsychology & behavior, 7(3), 321-
' “Imagine you are on Facebook. You see your 326.
. . significant other flirting with another person through a Malt, S. (2007). Love Actually! Older Adults and their Romantic Internet Relationships.
Goal 2: The current study will also be examining Facebook wall post that says, “You looked really nice Australian Journal Of Emerging Technologies & Society, 5(2), 84-102.
participants’ perception of how detrimental the impact today’ ? Pew Research Center. (2012). Pew Internet & American Life Project Tracking
Of Online flil'tlng w0u|d be on their romantic surveys. Retrieved from http://www.pewinternet.org
relationship compared to Ofﬂine ﬂirting. OnIine private f||rt|ng situation: Piﬁm,Ni,ni:gtrgzsz%(1990). Private lies: Infidelity and the betrayal of intimacy.
. . . . “Imagine your Signiﬁcant other ﬂ’rtlng with another Whitty, M. T. (2005). The Realness of Cybercheating: Men's and Women'’s
Goal 3: This study will be assessing the impact of person through a private Facebook message that’s Representations of Unfaithiul Intemet Relationships. Social Science Computer
" . . .o . . ) Pt Review, 23(1), 57-67. doi:10.1177/0894439304271536
public versus private online flirting on a romantic says, ‘You looked really nice today’”.
relationship Contact Information: Dr. Lee Dixon

Email: leejdixon@gmail.com
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