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McLean: Kurosawa and the Shakespearean Moral Vision
Notes

1As quoted by Geoffrey Reeves, “Finding Shakespeare on Film: From an Interview with
Peter Brooks,” Tulane Drama Review, 33 (Fall 1966), 117, and reprinted in Charles Eckert,
ed. Focus on Shakespearean Films (Englewood Cliffs: Prentice-Hall, 1972), p. 37.

2Michael Mullin, “Macbeth on Film,” Literature/Film Quarterly, 1 (Fall 1973), 340.

3Robert Ornstein, The Moral Vision of Jacobean Tragedy (Madison: University of
Wisconsin Press, 1965), p. 231.

4E.M.W. Tillyard, The Elizabethan World Picture (London, 1943) as quoted by Ornstein,
p.- 277, who adds, “The question is whether the tragedians believed that these [moral]
principles did in fact govern the conduct of men or express the reality of human conduct.”

50rnstein, p. 230. Examples of other views mentioned can be found in Lily B. Campbell,
Shakespeare’s Tragic Heroes (1930), E. E. Stoll, Art and Artifice in Shakespeare (1949),
and Willard Farnham, Shakespeare’s Tragic Frontier (1950).

6Donald Richie, “Throne of Blood” in The Films of Akira Kurosawa (Berkeley:
University of California Press, 1965), pp. 115-124.

7Mullin, p. 339.

8Ana Laura Zambrano, “Throne of Blood: Kurosawa’s Macbeth”, Literature/Film
Quarterly, 2 (Summer 1974), 270. This essay explores how the film “evolves not in the
traditions of Elizabethan theatre but in a purely Japanese context.”

9John Gerlach, “Shakespeare, Kurosawa, and Macbeth: A response to J. Blumenthal,”
Literature/Film Quarterly, 1 (Fall 1973), 357.

10Roger Manvell, “‘Shakespeare on the Screen,” Humanist, 85 (May 1970), 136.

11J. Blumenthal, “Macbeth into Throne of Blood,” Sight and Sound, 34 (Autumn 1965),
190-95. Reprinted in T.J. Ross’s Film and the Liberal Arts (N.Y.: Holt, Rinehart & Winston,
1970), pp. 122-33.

12Gerlach, p. 355

13Jack Jorgens, Shakespeare on Film (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1977), p.
159, comments that the natural world of the film is neither benign nor harmonious. “One
can obey the demands of honor and kingship,” he notes, “or one can obey nature, as the
banners on the backs of Washizu and Miki indicate — the scorpion preys, fights, is
devoured by the female, and the rabbit multiplies, then becomes prey. Either way nature
triumphs in the end, reducing individuals into heaps of bones and obliterating the
mightiest of fortresses with an endless succession of ‘tomorrows.” ”

14Richie, p. 119

15Richie, p. 119. He also observes that the static is negative, and the only positive “is
that which chooses faith, which chooses to believe and does so in the face of reason,
history, experience, and the world as it seems.”

16Jorgens, p. 157.
17Jorgens, p. 158.
18Richie, p. 121.
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