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Session: Impact and Measurement Tools
Abstract:
To what extent do universities respect human rights? Despite the prevailing view that
universities are bastions of progressive ideas with a bias for rights protection, anecdotal
evidence suggests that they diverge significantly in their commitment to promote and protect
human rights, even within the U.S. To this point, though, there exists no systematic measure of
university human rights commitments. In this manuscript, we introduce the first such indicator the Campus Human Rights Index (CHRI). We describe the measure and introduce our initial
ranking of universities. We then formally assess the construct validity of our measure by
comparing it to other plausibly related university characteristics. We conclude by describing our
future data collection efforts. This paper constitutes our first step in a larger research project
that seeks to understand the determinants and consequences of university human rights
practices.
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rights to advance their activism.
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