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This study seeks fo better understand “ _WHEN YOU SHOW

White identity salience at a OTHER PEOPLE THAT IT'S
predominantly White, religiously- IMPORTANT TO YOU...TO A
affiliated, private university in the g::n;N&lU:Nol‘)”gmm Pig;u
Midwest and establish an effect on the YOUR GENDER, Sy,
campus climate. THAT OPENS UP [THE

CONVERSATION]”

Research Questions

To what extent are racial climate
and white identity salience related?

Does saliency of racial identity of
white students change behaviors
towards black students?

Does the saliency of racial idenfity
of whife students affect the campus
climate?

Methodology

The study consisted of eight individual
interviews grounded in the Ethnographic

method with students who identified as Acceptance Contact
White. The interviews were franscribed,

coded, and analyzed resulting in study ‘ _ ‘ _
themes. Resistance Disintegration

.
.
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Research Themes

Lack past diverse experiences
Minimal intfrospection about Whiteness

Minimal racial integration on campus

Social MgQia-Rlays a role
. Influenced by I’rure and peers

Racism is an abstract concept, not real
There is privilege in not engaging

Tension provokes thought

Implications

Gap of education about Whiteness,
privilege and systemic racism.

Need for programs fo strengthen self-
reflection, persistence and
communication skills when discussing
race

Future research could examine
intersectionality of minority identities and
socioeconomic status, and influencing
factors such as childhood environment,
social media, peer influence, and adult
menfors.
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