Marian Studies

Volume 20 Article 11

1-22-1969

Mary and the Crisis of Faith

Matthew F. Morry

Follow this and additional works at: https://ecommons.udayton.edu/marian_studies

b Part of the Catholic Studies Commons, Christianity Commons, and the Religious Thought, Theology

and Philosophy of Religion Commons

Recommended Citation

Morry, Matthew F. (1969) "Mary and the Crisis of Faith," Marian Studies: Vol. 20, Article 11, Pages 70-88.
Available at: https://ecommons.udayton.edu/marian_studies/vol20/iss1/11

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Marian Library Publications at eCommons. It has
been accepted for inclusion in Marian Studies by an authorized editor of eCommons. For more information, please
contact mschlangen1@udayton.edu, ecommons@udayton.edu.


https://ecommons.udayton.edu/marian_studies
https://ecommons.udayton.edu/marian_studies/vol20
https://ecommons.udayton.edu/marian_studies/vol20/iss1/11
https://ecommons.udayton.edu/marian_studies?utm_source=ecommons.udayton.edu%2Fmarian_studies%2Fvol20%2Fiss1%2F11&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1294?utm_source=ecommons.udayton.edu%2Fmarian_studies%2Fvol20%2Fiss1%2F11&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1181?utm_source=ecommons.udayton.edu%2Fmarian_studies%2Fvol20%2Fiss1%2F11&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/544?utm_source=ecommons.udayton.edu%2Fmarian_studies%2Fvol20%2Fiss1%2F11&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/544?utm_source=ecommons.udayton.edu%2Fmarian_studies%2Fvol20%2Fiss1%2F11&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://ecommons.udayton.edu/marian_studies/vol20/iss1/11?utm_source=ecommons.udayton.edu%2Fmarian_studies%2Fvol20%2Fiss1%2F11&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:mschlangen1@udayton.edu,%20ecommons@udayton.edu

MARY AND THE CRISIS OF FAITH

Through your faith, God's power will guard you until the salva-
tton which has been prepared 1s revealed at the end of ttme This
ts a cause of great joy for you, even though you may for a short
time have to bear being plagued by all sorts of tnals, so that, when
Jesus Christ ss revealed, your fasth wall have been tested and proved
hke gold—only 1t 15 more precious than gold, which is corruptible
even though 1t bears testing by fire—and then you will have prasse
and glory and honour. You did not see hum, yet you love hum,
and stull without seeing him, you are already filled with 2 joy so
glortous that it cannot be described, because you beheve, and you
are sure of the end to whtch your faith looks forward, that 1s, the
salvation of your souls ?

For those who are 1n turmotl and consternation about the
relationships among the People of God, who are anxious and
disquieted over the misunderstandings and expressed contro-
verstes among believers, perhaps these words of St. Peter may
be a source of encouragement and understanding, Without
seeking to minimize the state of contentton we may try to
achieve some understanding and a clearer view of the sttuation

Briefly, we shall describe certain difficulties present among
believers Then we shall examine the notion of faith mn the
Bible, and the account of Mary’s faith described in the Revealed
Word. Funally, throngh theological reflections we shall con-
front the present unrest among the People of God and Mary's
faith to the difficulties.

But we must be clear about what we are seeking to achieve.
If we propose to consider difficulties disturbing believers, we
do not mean to imply that we shall consider every difficulty
or even every kind, We have chosen some we consider of
significance among the People of God.

V] Per,, 15-9
70



Mary and the Crisis of Fanh 71

Further, 1n confronting such unrest with the faith of Mary
we are not suggesting a panacea Mary's farth is relevant, but
as an example for the believer.

I. UNREST AMONG BELIEVERS
A. The wuness m a pluaralistzc secular society

Can there be Christian living 1solated from the environ-
mental, cultural, political impacts and influences of the secular
soctety of which we are a part? Taking cognizance of the so-
cety, Vatican II aptly notess The will to play one's role 1
common endeavors should be everywhere encouraged® One
cannot ignore this world, Yet in the presence of computer-
like results institutional religion appears hopelessly out-of-place
and outclassed Atheism 1s on the scene as more than a fad.?®
How do you communicate with a secular world? How do you
respond to pluralism that identifies the world? What kind of
witness can the Christian offer when the very need for a
Chnstian witness is disputed or 1gnored? What response can
the Chrstran make to the atheist when he has been taught
that athersm is simply an intellectual persuasion, not a prac-
tical way of life?

B Chrstian Identity

The difficulty for the believer may assume the proportions of
the identity of Christiaruty stself* What precsely is a Chns-
tian? In the midst of one’s struggles against various forms of
social injustice, how does one recogmize what is Christran when
professed Chastians are on both sides of the tssues? As one

2 Vatican II, Pastoral Constitntion on the Church in the Modern World
The Documents of Vatwcan 11, ed W M Abbort {(New York, 1966), 229,
n 31; 224, n 25 See K Rahner, Nature and Grace (New York, 1963)
3.80 The first two essays are relevant to the discussion here, the third
essay will sugpest further aspects to be explored Idem, The Chrirtran
Commument, tr C Hastings (New York, 1963) 3-37, 73-135

3 Vatcan II, op, cnt,, 216 ff

*Vatican IT, op o2, 201, 225, 227; 262263, 264-271



72 Mary and the Criss of Pauth

looks up the line of Christians-~individuals, Christian groups,
the institutional Church itself—he may be looking 1n vain for
a ready, concrete identity of the Christian commitment.”> The
ineffectiveness or absence of the Church from man’s daily, con-
crete activities stands before the beltever as the absence of
God Himself. Now the Christian confronts a pitiless, swift-
moving world and a2 Church of unpredictable efficiency So,
if the institutional Church fails in its protest to effect changes
in her own adherents it may be best to separate oneself from
the supetfictal security offered in the Church So the plea
rises to restore all things mn the Gospel, to seek secunty in
Christ alone, This attitude not only devalues the instrtutional
Church but questions her continued existence *

C. The Eschatological Sttuation

For man is not testricted to the temporal sphere. While
living in bistory he fully maintains bis eternal vocatron” Even
as salvation history unfolds for each Christian there is ths
other historical expertence. the Church’s efforts appear un-
availing to the point of embarrassing silence; professed fol-
lowers of Christ mouth His teachings while behaving in most
unChristitke manner; in the midst of an active, apparently
self-sufficient world, 1t 15 the absence of God that 1s accented,
not His presence. So, old standards are abandoned® Prudence,
caution, patience are relegated among the relics. For the “now”
generation not only actions but results must be at hand at once

In the instances cited there 1s revealed doubt, confusion;
there is revealed anxiety about one's relationship to God. A
ready and glib explanation offered for the situation 1s the
difference between a conservative-traditionalist viewpotnt and
a liberal-progressive viewpoint Agam, we hear the name of
Pope John XXIII, or Vatican II as good prospects to bear the

5 Vatican I, op 12, 262

8 Vatican II, op, ¢17., 208

T Vatican I1, op. cit,, 288
8 Vatican II, op ct, 205, n 7; 203-207, patsm.
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responsibility for the situation because of the changes they
imitiated. Yet, the opinions voiced are either that change has
been too rapid, or that tt has been too slow. Further, the opin-
1ons and complaints issue from both conservatives and liberals
But what are we dealing with here? We are dezling with
Christrans concetned about their calling and their response
to the word of God. We are considering, then, crisis in the
faith of the People of God.

II BiBLICAL NOTION OF FAITH

Faith is a gift of God,? the free gift that he (man) does
not deserve, of being made righteons.’® Through His grace
God calls to man interiorly; exteriorly He calls to man through
His message.”® So it is by faith that we accept God's revela-
tion, that we submut to the way of salvation determined by
God and made accessible 1n Christ.* Faith means to accept
and recerve this divine presence as an abiding reality into our
personal existence To this ineffable gift, to this manifestation
of God in grace man's personal response 1s that of acceptance
and submusston

But for such a total response to the mner call God provides
preaching, for as St. Paul notes, faith comes through hearing:
But they will not ask bis help unless they belteve in bim, and
they will not believe in him unless they have beard of him,
and they wil not hear of him unless they get a preacher,.. ¥
Ths relationship of the preaching to the inner call we may ap-
preciate from this that the Christian recetves the preaching
not as man’s word but as the word of God which comes with

O Eph 2+8.

Y Rm 5.17

11 Juan AMaro, The Dual Aspect of Fank  Entrasting Oneself to God
and Acceptance of the Christian Message, in Concilinrn 21 (New York,
1967) 59, 61

2R Bultmann and A Weiser, Farh, Bible Key Words, 3; ed G Kittel
(New York, 1961) 87 J Alfaro, op ¢, 53-34, and on p 55 the scrp-

tural references
3 Rm 10,14-15



74 Mary and the Criss of Faith

authenticity and authorrty. Now, while 1t 1s true that God
is the guarantee of the revelation, still the man who hears
must want to understand, for faith remawns a free act Such
freedom 1s evident since that inner obedience of faith cannot
be forced.™®

The believer, through his free cooperation with God’s grace,
recewves the apostolic preaching. But what does he believe?
St Paul teaches. Brothers, I want to temind you of the gospel
I preached to you,...1 taught you what I had been taught
myself, namely that Christ died for om sms, m accordance
with the scriptures, that ke was buried, and that he was
rarsed to life on the third day, ' So, one must believe the
redemption of Christ that God reconciled the world to bim-
self through Christ™ One must believe the Son' and the
proclamation'® of the Gospel.” In faith we belong to Chrst
and to the grace® made available to Him and announced in
the Gospel ** It must be emphasized, faith s related to the
Gospel, the Good News But the Good News must be an-
nounced, and it must be announced 1n terms to express the
reality which 1s being revealed to us. So, faith means to hear,
to understand, to accept God's message of redemption tn
Chnst™ In faith one possesses the knowledge of salvation
communicated by the preaching® and, moreover, a new knowl-
edge of self now as a beltever *® Knowing self as a believer
through God’s, saving act, there 1s also trust *

W1 Thess, 1 3-10, 1 Cor 5 2, Eph 1 13

B Rm, 15 16.26; II Cor. 10 5-6

¥l Cor 15 15, Rm. 1 3-7, 16, 17

Wi Cor 519, Gal, 4 4.5

1Ay, 919, Jn 3-11

12 Em 10,8-17, 1 Cor 1-21, 15.11, 14

20Rm 1 16; 1 Cor 15.1-2, Ph 127, Eph 1:13

2t [, 7 38, Gal. 3 2, 5:14

221 Cor. 15 1, Rm 5 2, Il Cor 13 5, Gal, 2 16, 22, Eph 3 17

23 Rm, 10 8-17, 1 3-7, 1 Cor, 1 17-21

24Rm 6 8ft, HCor, 413ff, I Cor ¢ 15

BRm 51-3; 14 14, I Cor 17, 56, Ph 119, f R Bultmann & A.
Weiser, op, i, 88

26 Eph 3 12-13, 6 19
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The Christian will have trust and confidence, for faith has
its foundation not on the clever and measured insights of men™
but on the power of God** Faith tests its confidence upon
God’s power even to expecting what is humanly impossible.?®
If the manifested power of God achueves such results to eliat
confident acceptance it also brings forth obedient submission *°
The believer's conviction that it 1s God revealing moves his
will to obey. Thus, faith 15 to trust and to obey God.>*

But though faith rests on God's power, 1t is not free of
suffering ** It 1s the person’s response to God made not in
isolatton or in tdeal conditions and times but in the midst
of the world and other men. Man makes his response in faith
in the midst of conflicting commitments Further, the believer
responds to the divine presence as one seemng a dim teflection
1 a mirror®® The knowledge is imperfect. Yet, faith, even
in the face of such trials and uncertainties, must be constant.®

Still, while remaining firm in the individual, faith does not
remain static® Fath grows, the understanding becomes clear-
er.®®* Through both the interior power of divine grace and
the external announcing of His word God reveals Himself

271 Pet, 1 16

%1 Cor. 2 1-5, Rm 327, Eph, 29

20 AL 21 21-22, Ram 4 1825, Heb, 11 8130, [n 2 1-11

3¢ Rm, 15 18.19, 16 26; II Cor, 10 5 G, II Thess, 1°8, Heb, 59

NRm. 15,617, 16,26, Acts 6 7

3 “Stand up to lum, streng in farth and 1n the knowledge that your
brothers all over the world are suffering the same things You will have
to suffer only fer a Little whiler " I Per, 5:9-10, and partrm, Ra, $:1-11
1 Cor. 1 17-31; 1 Thess 3 2.8, II Thess 14, Heb, 1223 Jn 15 18-25

33F Cor 13 12

341 Cor. 16:13, Col 127.29, 25, 7 See B Reicke’s commentary, The
Epustles of Jamer, Peter, and Jude, 0 The Anchor Bible (New York,
1964) 20-23

38 *May you have more and more grace and peace as you come to know
our Lord more and more™ I Pet 1.2, jn 14.8.9, 29, 16.13; II Cor. ¢
10, I Cor ¢ 3; 13 9-12; Rm 14-1, Epbh 1 9-23, 3.1-13; I Thess 3-10;
Il Thesr 1.3, Ph 3, 9.13

%4 ], Alfaro, op e 60-61
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in greater concreteness and clarity to the believer.™ Further,
in faith one must accept what 1s divine in a practical way. In
the concrete order God demands in definite situations, about
definite details a real submission to the divine word, notwith-
standing any human experience or appearance God treats
each as a concrete person, so the critical difficulties will vary
as the person God approaches

If there 1s any hesttation about the total submussion mn faith
there 1s still the Gospel's reminder. whoever refuses to believe
15 condemned already, because he refused to believe m the
name of God's only Son®® Harshness 1s not the last word,
however For note what 1s granted in the total surrender:
ltfe everlasting®® Note what is involved in that surrender—
total experience: If you know me, you know my father too
To have seen me 15 to bave seen the Father,. .1 am in the
Father and the Father is in me* And this seeing is to con-
template what God sets out to announce. and this is God's
testimony given as evidence for bis Son. Everybody who be-
lieves i the Son of God has this testimony mside him, .. *
Thus, faith is not just acceptance of doctrine but of the reality
announced 1n the doctrine~God Himself in Christ

So faith 15 obedience to God’s will, absolute confidence
in God that in His power He will complete work in us which
He began in Christ In fath it 1s a question of the contact
of a person with God And 1t 1s not an ephemeral, musty
sort of meeting. It 1s not a piece-meal presence of God, for
God reveals Himself in His divinity mm Chost, Thus, God
makes posstble this personal contact to us in Christ,

IIl, THE GOSPELS" ACCOUNT OF MARY's FAITH

Far from any idealized description, the Gospels present

37 I 16 29-33

BIr 318

® iy 647 173

Iz 14.7,9, 10,20, Jr, 1 17
"I fn 5 9-10
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Mary in her fasth in actton her lack of comprehension at the
Annunciation*; her wonder at the words of Simeon**; her
lack of understanding at the words of Jesus after she found
Him 1n the temple*; the exchange at Cana**; those two oc-
casions when Jesus identifies family ties*®; finally, Calvary,
the scene of her Son’s death **

At the Annunciation 1t 1s as a believer that Maty receives
the word from God: Rejorce, so highly favoured! The Lord
15 with you. ... Mary, do not be afraid; you have won God's
favoms. Listen! You are to concerve and bear a son ... He will
be great and will be called Son of the Most High. ... be will
rule over the House of Jacob for ever and his reign will have
no end*® What she is heaning is that the centuries of waiting
are to come to an end. The long-awaited Messiah 1s to come
now. Her previous acceptance of the divine promuse and her
submussion to that divine order as a devout Jew prepared her
for the Messiah’s coming, but not precisely in this way. Her
disturbance accents her faith, She accepted and submitted to
God's will, but the manufestation of that will was not obvious
nor eastly understandable. She wondered about the greeting
as she did about how all this would happen

Mary understood she was being asked to be the mother of
the Messiah, and, also, that it was to be accomplished by the
power of God Still, all she had to go on was the word of
God, and that she accepted and to that she submitted Through
her faith Our Lady brought the Savior into the world.

That this 15 an instance of Mary's faith Luke emphasizes

42 Luke 1 26-38

83 ke 2 33

4 Tuke 2 50

i fy, 2:1-11

46 Irpke 8,19-21, 11 27-28, Mz 12 46-50, AME 3 31-35
11 fn 19 25.27

48 Luke 1,28.33
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first, 1n contrasting it with the doubt of Zachary,*® and when he
records the praise of Elizabeth: blessed is she who believed
that the promise made her by the Lord would be fulfilled ™
The excellence of Our Lady’s faith 1s shown, for Luke notes
that the prasse of Elizabeth came forth from her when she was
filled with the Holy Spir#t® 1t is God Himself Who is the
guarantee of Mary’s faith.

But faith is of things not clearly seen or understood, and
in Mary’s case the Gospels make this evident Mary was still
ignorant of the future, above all, of the manner 1n which the
redemption was to be carried out When Maty presented Jesus
in the temple she stood wondering at the things Stmeon sad
about the child* the salvatton of all nations, a light for all
pagans, the glory of Israel, destined for the fall and for the
rising of many in Israel, 2 sign that is rejected ®* Then Simeon
adds: and a sword will prerce your own soul too.™ She re-
mained uncomprehending too at Jesus' reply m the temple
on 2 later occasion: Did you not know I must be busy wuth
my Father's affairs? But she pondered these things, for
faith must be a free acceptance and submission carried out
nether in fear nor in ignorance. God continued to reveal
Himself to Mary slowly, and i His own way. She was being
led to understand that her motherhood had to do with the
things of God for which her response was demanded

Further, she was to understand that her faith stood her in
greater stead before God than even her physical motherhood.
Chrst 1dentifies His family as those who hear the word of
God and put 1t mto practice,® and singles out for blessings

©Luke 1522 See A Feullet, La Vierge Marse dans le Nouvean
Testament, Marrs, ed H du Manow, 6 (Patts, 1961) 38, J Galet
Mary m the Gospel, tr M Constance (Westounster, Md, 1963) 48

50 Lruke 1 45

51 Luke 1 42

52 Luke 2,29.34

53 Luke 2 35

54 Luke 2 49-50

% Luke 8 19-21
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those who hear the word of God and keep 11> Mary entered
into the redemptive act more profoundly and more intimately
as she responded with obedient faith to such continuing reve-
latton She was being formed into the Christian par excellence,
into the exemplar for the Chrstian life of faith

The confidence of faith rests on the mighty power of God
Himself The confidence of Qur Lady's faith surely is involved
in the Cana episode ™ What else but a2 confidence flowing
from her faith n the divine presence would have led her to
expect what could only be an extraordmnary work?*® And
the evangelist indcates there is a radiation of her faith here
even horizontally: the disciples believe, Not directly because
of her faith, but because of the effect her fasth elicited *®

For Mary, surely, Calvary®™ stands as a significant sign of
the demands of fatth. When one spends a lifetime meeting
agonizing situations she might be tempted to suppose that
suffering had run tts course But Mary now knows this added
sorrow of the mother. her son 1s killed Now the prophecy
of Simeon becomes clearer.™ It 1s the symbol of the revealing
word of God in Jesus bearing salvation Christ 1s indeed the
sign of contradiction for those who will fall and for those who
will remain standing®* Now, also, the stark realism of what
she had given her consent to at the Annunciation more com-
pletely enters her understanding. Mary’s fiaz placed her 1n
the redemptive act, it brought her salvation. She freely con-
sented to inttiate Christ’s entrance upon the work of redemp-
tion, as she now assists at His departure upon its completion

56 Luke 11+27-28

87 I 2 1-11

% A Feuwllet, op, ¢1t,, 53; ] Galot, op o, 145-148, M J Lagrange,
Erangde Selon 5 Jean (Pans, 1928) un loco

59 Galot, op ¢#, 155-138

& [ 19 25.27

81 Luke 2.29.34

2P Benow, Et tor-méme, nun glarve te transpercera Fame (Luc 2+35),
in The Catholic Biblreal Quarterly 25 (1963) 251-261 See Luke 23 35
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Mary 1s the prototype, the very first example of a truly Chnstian
sacramental life of faith She was deeply involved and fully 1m-
plicated in the wisible events of Chnst’s human life in the world
Because of this she rose to accept, m fath, the divine mystery
whtch was made visible and 1ndeed public, 1n the outward “sacra-
mental sign” of Chnst’s humamty, and allowed herself to be bathed
m the strength which came to her from the grace of his humanity.
Her strong faith and trust enabled her to penetrate Christ’s human
“shroud” and enter a divine world.%s

IV. MARY'S FarrH AND CONTEMPORARY UNREST

What relevance does the fact of Mary's faith, as described
and recorded by the evangelists, possess for the believer?
Mary's faith 1s a viable expression of man’s response to God's
abiding presence and thus stands as an example for man’s
response to God's word

But 2 word about how we view Mary’s faith in relationshep
to other believers Mary stands as the exemplar of faith to
other believers. Her faith 15 an example for faith i others
We do not view Mary’s faith as the interior energy wn the
birth of the Christian, Mary 1s before believers as the example,
the pattern as to bow they are to respond to God’s saving work
in Christ Further, in Mary we behold that response fulfilled **
In Mary we meet faith realized All the darkness, obscurity,
suffering; all the patience, constancy, confidence we find in
Mary fulfilled, brought to completion in the possession of the
reality *

83 B Schillebeeckx, Mary, Mother of the Redempiron, ttr N D Smith
(New York, 1964) 26

St Vatican 11, Dogmatic Constiiution on the Church, loc ¢, p 93, n,
65, p 95, n 68

It 15 to be emphasized: it 15 oot Mary's faith, Mary's absolute re-
sponse to God's call that will effert anything to give bitth to the inde-
vidual's faith Mary’s fath is hers It 15 not communicable to energtze
another’s response The untqueness of persen belies any attempt to explamn
her relationship to the faith of others as a sharing For the believer Mary's
faith 15 an example of bow to respond te God's presence, God's call in hes
own existential situation
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A. Mary's Faith and the Waness in a Secular Society

If the present-day believer is anxious about the secular so-
ciety in which he lives he may well reflect that Christ had anti-
cipated and noted some such anxeties®® Christ wamed the
road would indeed be a rough one for huim who gives earnest
witness to the abiding divine presence. Chrst indicated thus
conflict would be precisely because of one’s farth.® Mary cer-
tainly grasped such a truth from her own experience.

But Mary rematned firm in farth, Even as the portents of
suffering became realities, the Mother of Jesus remained obe-
dient and constant in her belief So, to one who raises the
question about how one 1s to witness his faith in a pluralistic
secular society Mary’s faith stands as the exemplar

Her faith shows that to be a sertous witness to the abiding
divine presence one does not have to withdraw from society
In the mudst of a soctety no matter how alien or harsh one
is to stand firm 1n his acceptance and submission to God's will.
It was during the Roman domination that Mary witnessed her
faith, To a world ruled by a pagan power Mary's acceptance
of the word of God at the Annunctation and her submission
to the divine will brought the Savior. The Gospel helps us
to appreciate the firmness and constancy of Mary's faith by
compatring it with the doubtful attitude of Zachary ™

Again, the constancy of Our Lady's faith is an example as
to how one may do what the world legitimately claims One
need not ignore the world. She accompanied Joseph for the
registration required by avil law.® But she also presented

Thete 15 a communal aspect to Mary’s fath We may even speak of
the mfluence of Mary’s faith upon the believer By faith one communi-
cates 1n the same sort of response to the divine abiding presence The
tresponse 15 directed not only vertically to the divine call, but also herzon-
tally. Ths latter 15 the resonance of the person’s reaction to God's nterior
and eutertor call contuibuting to a truly communal response

8 Jn 15 18-27

o7 [bid

08 Luke 1 5-22

o Luke 2:1-6
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her child in the temple,” in obedience to God's word abiding
tn that society

The effectiveness of Mary's manner of witness is certified
in the Gospel. She recerves praise for her physical motherhood
But Christ points out that the greatness of His mother rests
rather upon her hearing the word of God and keeping it ™
Mary had earlter predicted that her obedient witness would
gain her recognition ™ This cry of prase would tend to con-
firm the prophecy For what Mary was domg was to carry out
her role 1n the best manner possible As the lowly handmaid of
the Lord she mamifested her own fath This was her way to
give witness Mary's response emphasizes the need to witness
one’s faith before the world, but it also underlines the smpor-
tant fact that all need not witness in the same way As the
lowly handmatd of the Lord Mary did not witness as a preach-
er, for example. St Paul calls attention to the variety of gifts,
and yet @/ these are the work of one and the same Sprit, who
distribuses different gfts to different people just as be chooses.™
God has ordained that Maty's faith, that of a dutiful and loving
mother responding to the demand of God's revelation, be
preserved 1n the Apostolic preaching

As an effective answer to disbelief, Qur Lady’s faith express-
es the confidence in the power of God. Both the Annunciation
and Cana pericopes show how great was Mary's confidence.
Her faith possessed the confidence to secure not only temporal
needs but even to bring the Savior Himself into the world and
faith to the disciples™ Our Lady's answer to doubts and dis-
belief was the confidence that brought her to the fulfillment
of her own faith If Abraham’s faith is recognized as justify-
g him, it 1s true of Mary in a more eminent way, as her
Assumption would mdcate.

0 Lpke 2 22-35,

1 Lrke 11 28

"2 Luke 1 48 and 42, 45

73] Cor, 12 11 See there cc 12-14

74 See above notes 28 and 29 ] Galot, op. ei,, 158
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From Mary's faith we learn this also: faith 1s a gift granted
to the individual but with 2 communal resonance For by faith
one communicates 1n the same sort of response to the divine
abiding presence as other believers It means that no matter
how small and nsignificant each may be, still his response 15
another thrust of the divine word among men, it is a further
proclamation of God to men Perhaps men must be contin-
ually remnded that 1t 1s God's power that brings the conver-
ston. We must realize that our efforts are inserted into a re-
ality far more profound, far greater than the immediate work
It is God's work.™

B Mary's Faiuth and Christian ldentity

There is this question of Christian identtty. There are Chris-
tians today baffled by what they meet 1n their daily lives—con-
tenttous Christians, unjust Christians, Christians killing other
men The situation becomes so acute for some that they
would disown Christianity, as though some unknown specter
were parading under the guise of Christian Yet, St. John
could cry out about the injustice that had come to his atten-
tion.” Paul’s letters, certainly, encourage and inspire the var-
ions assemblies, but they also chastise and correct the disputes,
the shortcomungs of the believers, they take note of the un.
Christlike attitudes.”™ Mary, too, met with such contradictions
m men’s response to God's word of salvation What was her
reaction?

What happened was that Mary heard the word of God and
kept it. It 1s Chost who identifies Mary and her right to any
greatness.” This 1s also the answer to the question about
Christran identity. For, ultimately the question of Chnstian
dentity comes down to living one’s faith in the saving word.

BCf G Lefebvre, La servante du setgnenr, \n La Vie Spirnnelle, Aug
(1963) 291-316

8] Jn 3-15-18, Js ¢ 2

I Cor 110-15, 3 1-4; pasum, Eph cc 4, 5, Gal 3-1-5; Pb ¢ 3
8 Luke 11:27-28
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That 1s what Mary did so well, and what 1dentifies her as the
exemplar Christian

If there 1s any importance for Mary’s place in the Good
News 1t appears to be her portrayal by the evangelists as the
faithful witness For, her faith suggests to the Chmstian how
to bear witness in the mudst of all forms of injustice; how to
respond to God's living word when the message remains
mysterious, difficult to understand Mary’s faith stands as the
example for each of us of man's response to God's call, con-
cretizing and personalizing for us the response. what it means
to accept and to submut to the divine word in Christ, 1.e,, what
it means to be a Chustian 1 the world

How does one bear witness in the midst of injustice? Sacred
Scripture describes injustice as the kind of action opposed to
God’'s word.” Evidently, then, the Chrstian will be recog-
nized who listens to God’s word and responds to 1t with con-
stancy and trust. This was Mary's reactton.

In the temple Simeon announced the suffering and mustreat-
ment to be inflicted * But, though faced with this kind of
future, Mary remained constant in her faith, trusting 1n God
This constancy and trust brought her to Calvary where she
faced the horror of man’s injustice to man But St Luke again
assures us of her constancy and trust, for after the death she
jomned the prayers with the disaples®* Her example under-
lines the fact that a Chnstian 1s 2 Christian when he hears
God’s word, and keeps it Not doing that 15 injustice in man

The Christian certainly will meet with things he cannot
comprehend. The Gospels reveal that when Mary met such
things she pondered them ** She did not doubt them, dismiss
them or reject them Her response in farth leads us to under-

M 520, ¢ 23, Rm 217f; 1 Cor 6 1-11, and so throughout
Sacred Scripture
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stand that farth, while seeking to understand, submits obe-
dsently once it recognizes the message as God's word

The example of Mary's faith stands out especially as she
personalizes man’s response to God Chrishian identity is the
response of the individual to God's revelation The Christian
ltfe must be known and lived as real liwmg,® for it 1s the per-
son to whom God reveals Himself, and it is the person who
accepts and submits to that revelation, Where there is such
personal commitment in faith 15 1t possible to withdraw, to
separate oneself from the Christian commumity? Faith, the
personal commitment of the believer to Christ in the accept-
ance of the Gospel, is the primary foundation in which the
Christian experiences commumty,® Christian identity focuses
upon the individual’s response One may not seek refuge or
excuse for personal failure in the institutional Church, for the
indwvidual's Christiansty can and must be experrenced no less,
...as an itzmate vitality pressing omtwards from within to
mform the rest of life than as a norm confronmtmg us from
outside with its demand of “Thou shalt” and its claim on our
respect.® Thus, the importance of Mary’s example of faith
for us anises from her personal response to the abiding divine
presence, of which we become so much aware 1n her company.,
That we should become aware of the abiding divine presence
in the company of Mary need not surprise, for that 1s her
identity: she who heard the word of God, and keeps it. Mary's
faith is the viable example that that personal response to God’s
will 1s possible in which we achieve Christian identity.

C. Mary's Faith and the Eschatological Sitnation

We have already met Vatican II's summation of this difh-
culty: For man is not restricted to the temporal sphere. While

33 K, Rahner, The Christtan Commzatment, 101

8 A, George, La commumon des samis dans les epitres de saint Pand,
in Lumiére et Vie 16 (1967} 3-20, Eph 4 3.5

8 K Rahner, op. a2, 102



86 Mary and the Crirs of Raith

living in bistory he fully maintams bis eternal vocation® We
may describe it also as the problem of the exustential moment,
The Apostolic preaching says: the kingdom of God is at
hand;® is now tn your mudst** But concrete facts would tend
to belte or at least seriously challenge that. If God's kingdom
15 1n our mudst, why aren’t the wicked punished?> Why aren’t
the needs of the poor satisfied? Why aren’t the sick and the
suffering cured? Why can’t we get things done now? And
modern society with its technology contributes to such untest
and impatience Salvatton history holds out the promise of
great things. But the history of the moment seems to engage
our efforts and attention. Mary was acquatnted with this ten-
sion,

Yet 1n the midst of the cruelty of men and the apparent
silence of God, Mary preserved the confidence of her faith
Further, her understanding of the salvation message became
clearer For the believer troubled by the seemung contradiction
of the claims of salvation history and the reality of the moment,
Qur Lady's faith exemplifies the trust and confidence of the
faithful response to God's revelation, and the growth and de-
velopment that faith undergoes.

We have already seen how the Gospels portray Mary's
trust and confidence of faith—at the Annunciation and at Cana
The example of her farth 1s clear enough* to accomplish our
destiny we must trust 1n God; to achieve results 1n the world
we must have confidence in the divine power. It was that sort
of trust and confidence that saw Mary from the Annunciation
through Simeon's prophecy, that made her patient through
those silent, uneventful years in Nazareth to the public minis-
try; that helped her to understand the sacrifice on Calvary as
the climax to the message of salvation she had received Trust
and confidence are necessary for those expertencing the uncer-

56 Vatican II, Pasioral Constitntion on the Church m the Modern World,
loc, ext., 288
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tainty and the msecurtty of their existential moment. To con-
tinue to respond to God's word in the midst of conflicting
demands-—those of salvation, those of the world-—there 1s an
urgency that one rely on God, for one no longer is capable
of himself From Mary’s example of faith one ought to rec-
ognize the human limitation and 1ts release 1n the divine power.

Our Lady's fatth 1s an example also of the growth in farth.
There was progress tn Mary’s faith. All may have been in-
cluded 1n the angel’s announcement, but the Gospels make clear
that the understanding of the contents took place gradually:
the continuing revelation is described as her pondering the
message.

Further, there 15 the question of the response of Mary as a
person  Was there the same sort of personal response to the
onginal message—presuming her knowledge may have been
of the suffering servant—as there was with the gradual reve-
lation, e g, at the Presentation? on Calvary? Ewvidently, the
demands of God's word were concretized with the gradual
revelation Mary as a person simply had to react differently
to mere knowledge of the fact and to the accomplishment of
the fact We noted about faith that it deals not only with the
doctrinal content of the message but also with the living re-
ality of salvation Mary's life was spent m mtimacy with
that living reality, with a deepening response to God's presence
in Christ

Mary's faith helps us to realize the long delay on earth 1s
not all a loss, It ts rather an opportunity to grow, to develop
in knowledge of the content of the revelaion While salva-
tion has been won for this man now, it 1s also true that for
this man the existential situation is a successton of concrete
historical moments 1n which for hum salvation may be either
finally realized or n which he may be being merely led to
the final realization In each conctete histortcal moment there
1s God’s abiding presence Hence, in each concrete historical
moment there 1s to be man's response to this presence. The
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demand for such renewed response may be trying to the be-
liever but it will lead him to understand that the passage to
eternal life for Mary was through the agony of the Passton

Conclusion

All this about Mary is revealed to us by way of confronting
us with Mary in her acceptance of and response to God's word
The example of Mary's farth, then, 15 not a simply a sign in
the window but is presented to us by God for our reflection,
for our imitation as being a divinely-designed pattern to guide
our response. In the discussion we have brought out certain
characteristics of Mary’s faith as perhaps relevant to certain
contemporary problems 1n farth, In the final analysis, it is not
this or another characteristic of Our Lady’s faith that 15 1m-
portant; rather it is simply her response to the divine revela-
tion as she accepted the divine word and submutted to it. In
Mary we behold faith achieving its fulfillment The one who
recerves God’s word, accepts it and submuts to it will 1n his
personal response bring forth the characteristics that will iden-
tify his own various acts of faith, They will indicate to him
the totalness of his own commutment; they will reveal the
depth and intimacy of hts own response, of his reception and
possession of the hving reality, the living God
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