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What is a Co-Op?

International Co-Operative Alllance defines a cooperative, or co-op, as “an autonomous
association of persons united voluntarily to meet their common economic, social, and cultural

needs and aspirations through a jointly-owned and democratically controlled enterprise.”
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Conclusion

Cooperative businesses can benefit the community by giving the power and decision making to the
workers/members. This style of business management transfers power to the workers giving them the
chance to make decisions that benefit them. Cooperatives allow for dignity of work and ensures that
workers are treated fairly because in the end it Is their decisions that run the company.
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