Nylanderia fulva

Just like you, invasive ants diet too:
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5ACKGROUND: Tawny crazy ant colonies are LARGER when B o

 Humans have altered nearly every major nutrient , , , , ,
* N.fulvais aninvasive ant that arrived in

Texas in 2002 from South Americal.

» Populations can reach extremely high
densities and reduce the abundance and
richness of native ants and non-ant
arthropods-?.

cycle with little understanding of the ecological

Ic\:l)illsrz:ﬁ:i(e:enis,whichare less abundant in living they COnsume mOre CALCIUM’ bUt SMALLER

tissue, are required to build consumers, fuel their

activity, and, ultimately, can have cascading effects

, These ants are so successful because they
on populations. . W h e t h ey consume more SO D I U M . are highly polygynous and polydomous,
The abundance of the invasive tawny crazy ant show no intraspecific aggression, and have

formed an expansive supercolony that
expands from Florida to Texas?.

(Nylanderia fulva), for example, is limited by calcium
(Ca) and stressed by sodium (Na); however, little is
known how micronutrients affect the fitness of

consumers, especially invasive arthropods. o 3.1 R2=0.0019
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Colony biomass increased with increasing amounts

of Cain the diet, while biomass decreased with

increasing amounts of Na in the diet (P < 0.05).
 These results indicate that changes in colony
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brood or worker size and suggests Ca may aid in this and lab work.
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Invasive range.

biomass may be due to a change in the number of




