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Story ideas for print and broadcast media

UD'S SCHOOL OF EDUCATION OFFERS PROGRAM
FOR BLACK HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS WHO WANT TO BE TEACHERS
There's a crisis in American schools, says education professor Thomas J.
Matczynski, the coordinator of the University of Dayton's Urban Summer
Education Program. Minority students make up one-third of all school-age
children in the United States, but minority teachers account for only 4 percent
of the profession, down from 12 percent a decade ago. American children,
Matczynski says, are lacking necessary role models.
Now in its second year, the Urban Summer Education Program is a two-week
residential program, June 18-30, for 40 black high school students from the
Dayton metropolitan area "to encourage them to think seriously about the
teaching profession," Matczynski explains. This year half of the students are
returning from last year, and half will be new to the program.
During the two-week program, the students will live in dormitories on the
UD campus, supervised by seven local public school officials. Classes in
computer literacy, creative writing and poetry, mathematics, science, problem
solving, black history and black literature will be taught by 15 UD faculty
members. Teaching and library orientation also will be provided. Athletic and
social activities as well as study time are scheduled at night.
For media interviews, contact Tom Matczynski at (513) 229-3734.
UD'S SCHOOL OF EDUCATION OFFERS WORKSHOP
FOR TEACHING SOCIAL SKILLS TO ACADEMIC UNDERACHIEVERS
For the first year, the UD School of Education will offer a workshop which
will show teachers and administrators how to build social skills in children
who exhibit poor academic performance and inappropriate classroom behavior.
"These children do okay in school, but they could do a lot better," says Sue
Polzella, education specialist in Centerville Public Schools, about academic
underachievers. Polzella will be offering the workshop at the University of
Dayton June 26-28 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Polzella has conducted a summer workshop at UD for four years to help
teachers deal with children in crisis, those who have family problems or who
have become involved with drugs. She decided to expand the course after
teachers had expressed a need for such a program. Teachers and administrators
will participate in lectures, small group work, practical application and
hands-on activities to help them develop social skills in their students, such
as asking and answering questions, following directions and completing tasks.
For media interviews, contact Donald Frericks at (513) 229-3146 or Sue
Polzella at (513) 435-6746.
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