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YEARS OF STRUGGLE CULMINATE IN WEEKEND OF PROMISE FOR VIETNAM NATIVE
Daklak Do arrived in the United States in 1983, unable to speak a word of English
but determined to gain a formal education. On Sunday, July 30, he will receive his
bachelor's degree in mechanical engineering technology from the University of Dayton.
Graduation ceremonies will be held at 10 a.m. at UD Arena.
Do left Vietnam with his brother and nephew in 1981. After 22 months in Indonesia,
they gained permission from the U.S. to immigrate and were soon followed by three more
nephews. "I knew that the United States would be a very good place to get an education," says Do, now an American citizP-n and a resident of Kettering. "I did not speak
English at all, but I made friends with people and asked them to teach me." He embarked
on his studies at Sinclair Community College, later transferring to UD to complete his
degree.
He's spent the last few years working full-time as well as taking a full load of
courses. Stints as a waiter, cook, busboy and "anything else I could do to make some
money for living" are well behind him now, and commencement weekend may hold a job offer
as well as a degree because he has several interviews slated before graduation.
"This is just the beginning of my life," said Do. "I feel very confident."
For interviews, contact Daklak Do at (513) 293-0365.
LONG-STANDING DREAM READY TO COME TRUE FOR DAYTON RETIREE
For years, Warren Treece has been dreaming of a salute, a handshake and a piece of
parchment. On Sunday, July 30, he'll get his wish when he graduates from the University
of Dayton with a bachelor's degree in general education. The ceremony will be held at
10 a.m. at UD Arena.
The march toward his degree has been a long one for the 67-year-old graduate.
Treece joined the military in 1942 while other young men his age were heading to
college. "I didn't have the opportunity to go to school because I was off fighting
wars," he says. After more than 30 years of service, he retired from the U.S. Air
Force. Unwilling to "just sit and retire," he joined the campus security force at UD as
a patrolman and began taking classes.
His degree includes concentrations in criminal justice, philosophy and religion. "I
enjoyed the classes because I had my heart set on getting as much out of them as I
could," says Treece. "And I found, at this particular university, age has nothing to do
with being a student. The typical college-aged students respected me as just another
student. I felt proud that I was able to go into the classroom and compete with them."
Treece plans to celebrate his accomplishment with a party at the Kennedy Union Pub
on campus on Sunday, July 30 from 1 to 4 p.m. His associates from UD will attend, as
well as friends from his military years.
For interviews, contact Warren Treece at (513) 277-8319 •
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For further information or assistance in scheduling interviews, contact Public Relations and University Communications, 229-3241.

