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The University rf Dayton

News Release

UD ENGLISH PROFESSOR AND POET-IN-RESIDENCE
SELECTED AS 1990-91 FULBRIGHT SCHOLAR
DAYTON, Ohio, April 18, 1990--Herbert Martin, poet-in-residence and
English professor at the University of Dayton, has been selected as a 199091 Fulbright scholar and will travel to Hungary to teach American literature at Jonaus Pannoujus the University of Pees. His 10-month appointment,
funded by the American and Hungarian governments, begin~ in September.
UD's poet-in-residence for just over two decades, Martin has published
four books of poetry and a monograph on Paul Laurence Dunbar. He is
currently trying to interest a publisher in a book-length collection of
poems about people with AIDS and a long series of poems called "Final W"
about his mother dying from cancer.
Martin is perhaps best known locally for his stage performances and
spirited readings of poetry by Dunbar, a Dayton native and the first black
to achieve national eminence as a poet. Dressed in a turn-of-the-century
morning coat and striped trousers, Martin "borrows" Dunbar's voice to bring
to life the poet's lyrical black dialect verse. Martin has taken his oneman show to schools, libraries and clubs around the state and has even
performed for the official Paul Laurence Dunbar Reading Club 1n New Castle,
Pa., and one Fortune 500 company--the Mead Company.
Currently on sabbatical from UD to write and market his own poetry,
Martin is also approaching industries and foundations to raise $35,000 to
produce an hour-long video on Dunbar and his work. Since January, 16 of
Martin's poems have been accepted for publication in academic publications
and such national magazines as Poetry and the George Washington Review.
A Dayton resident, Martin was born in Birmingham, Ala., but grew up in
Toledo. He holds a doctorate in English from Carnegie Mellon University
after earning an M.L. from Middlebury Col~ege, an M.A. from the state
University of New York at Buffalo and a B.A. from the University of Toledo.
-30Editor's Note: Martin will read Dunbar's poetry at Charninade-Julienne High
School on April 24, at 10 a.m. For room location, inquire at the office.
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