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The University{!/ Dayton

News Release

UD CENTER FOR FAMILY DEVELOPMENT RESEARCHERS
TO PUBLISH BOOK ON TEEN-AGE PREGNANCY
DAYTON, Ohio, July 18, 1990--Researchers 1n the University of Dayton's
Center for the Study of Family Development have explored sexual trends and
behaviors among adolescents over the past 15 years in a new book on teenage pregnancy that will be published in August.
Adolescent Sexuality and Pregnancy, published by Sage Publication Co.,
was written by Patricia Voydanoff and Brenda Donnelly. It is expected to
be used by colleges and universities around the country as a supplementary
text in courses on family life and parenthood. Sage Publication Co.
publishes and distributes social science, religion and communication
textbooks.
According to Voydanoff and Donnelly's research, by age 19 most
American adolescents are sexually active, and more than 1 million teen-age
women become pregnant each year. Despite a decline in the overall birth
rate, the percentage of births to unmarried adolescents has doubled since
1970.
The book explores recent trends and current levels of sexual behavior,
pregnancy and childbearing among American adolescents; options and choices
facing pregnant teens; consequences of adolescent childbearing on families
and children; and intervention strategies.
The Center for the study of Family Development has conducted a great
deal of research in the area of adolescent sexuality, pregnancy and
childbearing. Under a three-year grant from the u.s. Department of Health
and Human Services' Office of Adolescent Pregnancy Programs, the center's
researchers have entered the final year of evaluating Catholic Social
Services' comprehensive care project for pregnant and parenting teens, male
teen partners and their respective parents. The center has also evaluated
Womanline's sex education program for 1,500 fifth and sixth-graders in area
public and parochial schools. Researchers presented a study on adolescent
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attitudes toward pregnancy resolution to the National Council on Family
Relations last November.
Adolescent Sexuality and Pregnancy is not the first book published by
the Center for the Study of Family Development. Voydanoff is the author of
Work and Family Life (1987), editor of Work and Family: Changing Roles of
Men and Women (1984) and co-editor of Families and Economic Distress:
Coping Strategies and Social Policy (1988) and The Changing Family:
Reflections on Familiaris Consortia (1984). She is also editor of the
Journal of Family Issues, a national quarterly.
The Center for the Study of Family Development at the University of
Dayton serves as a national, regional and local resource on family issues
and is funded primarily through the William and Erma Bombeck Endowment.
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For media interviews, contact Patricia Voydanoff at (513)
229-4614 or Brenda Donnelly at 229-4651. Voydanoff is a Kettering
resident; Donnelly is a Dayton resident.
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