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The University rf Dayton

News Release

UD RAISES $950,000 TO EXCEED
$1.2 MILLION NEB CHALLENGE
DAYTON, Ohio, July 25, 1990--After successfully raising more than
$950,000 from alumni and friends to exceed a $1.2 million National
Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) Challenge, the University of Dayton will
establish a $1 million endowed chair in humanities.
That news comes during a week when Dayton industrialist and
philanthropist Jesse Philips increased the $1 million commitment he made
during UD's five-year capital campaign to more than $5 million to support
humanities education at the University of Dayton. In honor of Philips'
commitment, University officials will name a proposed $10.5 million
humanities building after him. Groundbreaking for Jesse Philips Hall is
slated for spring 1992, with a building dedication planned for fall 1993.
In November 1986, the University received a $300,000 challenge grant
from the NEH--with the stipulation that UD raise $900,000 in matching funds
by July 31, 1990. Besides establishing a $1 million endowed chair in
humanities, University officials will set aside $200,000 as a permanent
endowment for the acquisition of books for the humanities collection in
Roesch Library.
"Discussion of the critical issues facing higher education in the '90s
often ignores the importance of the study of humanities," said the Rev.
James L. Heft, S.M., provost. "We are convinced that for young men and
women to assume leadership roles in their professions and communities, an
exposure to history, literature, philosophy, languages, art and religious
studies is essential."
All University of Dayton students must fulfill a general education
requirement that includes seven courses in the humanities--four in
philosophy or religion, two in Western civilization and one in the arts or
literature.
The University of Dayton is the largest independent university in Ohio
and the eighth largest Catholic university in the nation.
-30OFFICE OF PUBLIC RELATIONS

300 College Park

Dayton, Ohio 45469-1679

(513) 229-3241

