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News Release

The University of Dayton

Jan. 4, 1994
Contact: Pam I-I ulJcr

INTERFAITH PRAYER SERVICE SLATED AT UD
FOR LAWYERS, JUDGES, PUBLIC OFFICIALS
DAYTON, Ohio- Judges who make life and death decisions, attorneys who wrestle
with the results of deadiy vioience and public officials who contend with critical community
issues will come together in an interfaith prayer service to seek divine guidance and wisdom
during the coming year at 5 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 13, in the University of Dayton's Immaculate
Conception Chapel.
A reception sponsored by the UD School of Law will be held at 5:45 p.m. in Albert
Emanuel Hall on campus. Those who plan to attend are asked to R.S.V.P. to (513) 229-3211.
The UD prayer service was inspired by the Catholic Red Mass, a traditio.1 that started
in Europe and was held to ask God's blessing on the work of a city's legal community. "We
wanted to make ours ecumenical, so that it's for the whole legal community," says the

R~v.

Chris Conlon, S.M., director of campus ministry at UD and one of the organizers of the
prayer service. "Our theme is based on responding to the needy, and we understand needy to
be more than economic need."
Rabbi P. Irving Bloom of Temple Israel, also a chief organizer of the prayer service,
says all faiths stress reaching out to the poor, to the needy, to widows and orphans, and the
ecumenical nature of the prayer service will point out the common areas of faith. "We live in
an ecumenical world, a world that embraces different faiths and groups," he says. "This
prayer service will embrace people from all walks of life. It's important that all have a sense
of comfort with what's being offered."
Music, prayer, Scripture readings and reflection have been planned for the service,
which is slated to be an annual event. For more information, call (513) 229-3211.
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