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News Release

The University of Dayton

Jan. 5, 1994
Contact: Pam Huber

PHOTO ESSAY FROM LIFE MAGAZINE
FEATURED IN UD'S RIKE GALLERY
DAYTON, Ohio- In rural South Carolina in 1951, one woman tended the medical
needs of 10,000 people in an area of some 400 square miles. From the newborn to the dying,
Maude Callen's care spanned the lifetimes of her patients.
Her work was captured in photographs by W. Eugene Smith and published as a photo
essay by Life magazine. An exhibit of the photos, called "Maude Callen: Nurse Midwife,"
will be featured in the University of Dayton's Rike Center Art Gallery Jan. 6 through Feb. 4.
Thirty-five photographs, contact sheets and correspondence will be included.
Admission to the exhibit is free and open to the public.
Callen was one of nine trained nurse midwives in the state. She worked in "the South
Carolina village of Pineville, in Berkeley County on the edge of Hell Hole Swamp,"
according to the magazine. Smith's photos show Callen keeping vigil near a soon-to-be
mother, creating a rough incubator from a box and whiskey bottles filled with hot water,
arranging for a tuberculosis patient to go to a state sanitorium and keeping clinic hours in a
church where a corner of the room is curtained by bedsheets. Smith also shows another side
of Callen as she drops off new dresses for 8- and 9-year-old girls and helps a blind patient
pay his bills and buy a bit of tobacco.
The exhibit, from the Center for Creative Photography at the University of Arizona at
Tucson, is part of UD's yearlong celebration of the humanities to mark the opening of the
Jesse Philips Humanities Center on campus. Hours at the Rike Center Art Gallery are 10
a.m. to 4:30p.m. Tuesday through Friday and noon to 4 p.m. Saturday.
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