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9503 Meaaowbrook Lane
Philadelphia 18, Pa.
December 16, 1950

Mrs. Frank R. Lillie*
5SOI Kenwood Avenue
Chicago, Illinois

Dear Mrs . Li Hie:

Last August I had the pleasure of visiting the stone bell-
tower, lending library and Lady-garaen at Wooas Hole, - of which
I unaerstano you are the donor. Tfcie tpwer first cauie to my atten-
tion through an article by J. J. Galvin in Perpetual Help magazine,
reprinted in Our Lady's Digest in the October, 1946, issue; bit
it was only last summer that I had an opportunity to visit Vl/oods
Hole.

Please accept my congratulations on the conception of the
tower and garaen, and on the fine taste used in executing the
details.

My particular interest, about which I am writing this letter,
lies in the Lady-garden. It was a great surprise to me to learn
that the flowers had lost the names originally given to them in

/ honor of our Lady, anu I am eager to le<xrn more about the names
and about the circumstances of the change which took place in
their usage.

I would be most appreciative of receiving any information or
references you could give me on this subject, such as a listing
of the former and present names, documentation, etc.. (I understand
there was formerly a listing of the names on a placque at the gar-
den, but that ±t was worn away by the weather. Perhaps it has been

^ replaced by now.) Also, do you have any color photographs of the
tower and garden which I could purchase?

All of my friends whom I 've tola about them nave been Jjighly
enthused over the conception and execution, but the few black-and-
white snap shots I took hardly do them justice.

Hoping that you will favor me with a reply, I remain,

Yours in Christ,

John S. Stokes Jr.

<



February 14, 1951

MEMO

Phoned ivlrs. Frank P.. Li Hie this evening as a follow-up of
my letter of December 16th, which was unanswered to oate.

Mrs. Lillie explained that because of her extreme age and be-
cause she wab an invalide she had been forced to give up all cor-
respondence: - hence her failure to answer my letter.

After identifying myself and receiving the foregoing explanation,
I tolci my story as follows:

1. My reading of the J. J. Galvin article in Our Lady's Digest

2. My visit to the Tower and Garden in August of 1950

3. My thought that many people, as yet unreached, would be
interested in the story of our Lady's flowers

4. My proposed project of spreading the story through?
a) Publicity
b) Aovertising
c) Sale of seeds (10 or 12 flower garden to start)

Mrs, Lillie received the news of the proposed project extremely
warmly and gave me her blessing. I assured her that in any publicity
which might be forthcoming she would receive proper credit as the
occasion for my inspiration. She evidenced extreme humility in ttfis
respect and stated that it never had occurred to her that she had
done anything original, as there were hundreos of convent gardens, etc.
I asked her where she had first conceived the idea of the Wood's Hole
garoen; in reply to which she stated that she couldn ' t remetaber just
where it started.

In answer to my further questions about the historical material,
sources of the Lady names, etc., and, about the present responsibility
for the maintenance of the garden, she stated that due to her age ana
illness she haa for some time been out of touch with the garaen ana
that many of her papers had been lost or misplaced through the years.
L h e did however ne k*1 a note of my na.me and ^address ana promised to
sera me the list of flowers in the garoen, if she could fine. one.

I thanked her for her kindness and praised her- once again for
her wonoerful tower and garcen. Also I promised to forward to her
ano publici ty win 'oh ww might obtain.

<
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COPY

9503 Meadowbrook Lane
Philaoelphia 18, Pa.
April 4, 1951

Mrs. Frank R. Lillle
5801 Kenwood Ave.
Chicago, Illinois

Dear Mrs. Lillie,

I am enclosing a copy of the acknowledgement card we send to
those who order our "Mary's Garden" seeds* We hope you like the little
quotation on the back.

Also enclosed is a copy of a letter written by me this evening
to Rev. James J. Galvin, C. SS. R., who wrote the wonderful article
which first brought your Tower and Garden to «y attention.

In several days we will send you a sample of Our Lady's Garden
seed package, containing seed packets for ten different flowers and
also an instruction leaflet. May I direct your attention to the para-
graph entitled "Inspiration", in which we tell how your Tower and
Garden were responsible for our undertaking this apostolic work. This
paragraph is on the back of the instruction leaflet encloeeo with
seed packets^

,
Once again may I express to you what a joy it is to work for

our Lady's flowersI

Yours sincerely in Christ,

John S. Stokes <jr«

I



February 8, 195£

Mrs. Frank K. Li Hie
odOl Kenwood Avenue
Chicago 37, Illinois

Dear lira. Lillie:

I aw happy to enclose herewith a copy of the February issue

of PERPETUA^ HELP fctegazine which has as ita feature article, t%

Garoen Prays", by Kev. oauca J. Galvin, Editor. This article tells

about our first year of attesting to interest Catholic* and others

throughout the itoiteci States in growing Our Lady's Flowers.

'ihis year we are able to offer a larger garden package including

packets of seeos for 25 of Our Lady's Flowers; and also a larger

Stewardship booklet which gives oiore inforuiation about the origin

of the old "Our Lady" names.

In all our work we re^uain constantly thankful to you for

the original inspiration received from your MaryyGaraen at tooods

Hole. In fact, toy associate in thio work, Mr. McTague, and I are

offering to ueuo seeds, bulbs and plants to the Pastor and

caretaker of your garden, for the purpose of restoring some of

the original varieties which have died out.

l.e will send you samples of our new mterials as soon as

the., HIH- reeciv^u from tht printer. V.e also have extra reprints

ol uhe rue las eu article if you woulu like to have t.o»ae.

Cine fore ly youra,



May 12, 1952

Mrs. Frank R. Llllie
5801 Kenwood Avenue
Chicago 37, Illinois

Dear Mrs. Lillie:

As we understand that you do not writs letters, we hops that
someone In y ur household can help us with the following requests

Our request relates to your "Garden of Our Lady" In loods Hole,
which, as we wrdte you last year, was the inspiration for our
MAHY'E GARDENS project which has called attention of thousands of
people to the Flowers of Our Lady originally included in your garden.
In addition to the PERPETUAL HELP and AMERICA articles which ws ssnt
you earlier thi& year, our project has been written up in OUR LADY'S
&IGEST, Till LITTLl. MISSIONARY, THE J06EPHIHUM BEVI1.W anci the Worcester

CATHOLIC FW'£ PRESS 5 and all these article give credit to your
as our original inspiration. Another article is to appear in

KFM..DJCTINE hi-VIE*.

In vi w of the proportions which MARY'S GARJDENE is assuming, you
can understand how valuable it would be to us if we could locate and
gain access to the s.g^let»___14gt^g_,ojfJ(rjtQyjtg|| which is mentioned st
the bottom of the smaller printed list of flowers in the Woods Hole
garden, which you sent us last year. At the bottoa of this list it is
etatedt "This ie a small list of the flowers named after Our Lady and
the Laints, ana plants of various religious significance. They were
made from English sources, because of course Catholic hnglano inspired
tne interest. < e found about f j.ve hundred plants named after Her, !&*•««
hundred ana fifty after the Saints, and about 9p« hurtdrfffl Qtriers. . -."

If you could lend us any research not>t», correspondence, lists
of flower nantes, lists of English religious couaainities from which
information was obtained, etc., we would be everlastingly grateful to
you, as would be many thousanos of Mary-Gardeners throughout the
country, (V,e have corresponcea with Mas Dorothea Harrison of Conco d,
Mass* ana t/r. Alfred Emerson of Chicago, but they have bsen unable

( to help us.)
Liricerely youre for MAR* 'S GARDENS,

John L. Ltokss Wr.
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M&y IS, 1952

.
.-.las I'1. /cCul lough, H. N.
c/o Mrs. Frank H. Lillie
5B01 rCenwooa Avenue
Chicago 37, 111.

Lear Miss McCulloughs

Thank you for your letter of May 15th in answer to ay recent
Inquiry concerning the 950 flowers of religious aignificanee mentioned
at the bottom of Mrs. Lillie 's 1937 printed shorter list. Thank* also
for the copy of her earlier 1932 list.

It is regrettable that Mrs. Lillie 's research which uncovered the
950 flowers should be seemingly lost, and that her Woods Mole garden
has been permitted to fall into the hands of persons who, although they
are paid to maintain it, have little interest in main laining the
flowers called for in the original planting scheme. Certainly this
is not a fitting tribute to such a noble woman.' The following is
typical of tht comment we receive}

* I hope to get some good photos of A yary-Oarden. Ho , alas, not
Lillie garden at V»ooos Hole* I was there two weeks ago (suiaaer
of 51 - U.S.) armed with color camera and others, intent on get-
ting some really good photos. The garden has about 3 varieties
of flowers, am the bell tower nearby is empty of all books, j.
don't know what's happened. It's a ehaas."

(This was from one who knew the garden in the late 30's and early 40'®)

Fro® Miss Dorothea K. Harrison of Concord, Mass., landscape
architect, who spent J> years working on the garden planting plan, and
from Mr. Alfred Emerson of Chicago, whose wife (now deceased) did
soue of the original research for the garden, I have obtained enough
information to piece together the following probable sequence of
events i In the late 20 's and early 30 'a arm. Lillie, Mrs. Eaerson
and Miss Harrison conducted s'sW the original research which uncovered
the 60 or so varieties of flowers incorporated in Miss Harrison's
planting plan. After the garden was planted and publicised, and also
as a result of further correspondence with and visits to English
religious coio^unities, ,,.r£». Lillie accumulated the longer list of
950 varieties which were referred to at the bottom of her 1937 printed
list, but which *ere never actually incorporated in her garoen.



2.

1 realize, of course, that fall this took place some years before
you joined wire. Llllie's household} but if you could offer aae any (
additional "clues", hints of suggestions as to any of «ire. Llllie's
family or friends who could throw additional light on this matter,
my associate, wr. McTague, and 1 would be roost deeply grateful to
you. Miss Harrison is not able to help us, as she was familiar with
only the original research. Mr. Emerson has agreed to look through
his wife's papers in the attic "if he has time".

As for the garden itself, we fcave urged Mr. Wheeler, the profes-
sional caretaker (whom we understand is Mrs. Lillie's relative), to
restore the flower varieties called for in Miss Harrison's planting
plan (of which we have a copy). Mr. Wheeler has agreed, as a token
regognition of the concept behind the garden, to restore five or six
varieties this year} but he is at present unwilling to do more than
this because it takes more thought, effort and time than the present
path of least resistance of uaintainking the siore ordinary type of
petunias and phlox colorful display. We hope that as a result of the
interest we are creating in the garden, there will eventually appear
on the scene a "loving caretaker" who will undertake the work devotedly,
rather than on a merely professional basis with no interest in the
jLdta bt-hino the garden. In any case, the restoration of «4rs. Lillle 's
garaen ia one of our objectives} ano with over 1,000 people growing
email ivjary-Garuens ana several hundred thousand people infonned of
the kary i aroen idea, we hope the pressure brought to bear on V»ooo«
] ole will contribute toward this objective.

In all our work we have publically stated our thanks to Mrs.
Lillie for providing the inspiration for our work, and we hope that
even at her advance age the thought that her garden has borne fruit
all over the United States (albeit not at Woods Hole) will bring her
happiness.

Sincerely, for MAKY'L

John S. Ltokfes dr.

P.&. - Attached hereto is a copy of the Worcester, Mass. CATHOLIC FhLE
PRILL which carries on page S an article on Mrs. Lillie'a
Garuen arid our project,, typical of those appearing throughout
the country. (The photo was provided by Miss Harrison, anu was
taken shortly after the original planting in the 30's). «J.b.

(



Juns £ov 1958

,...is« F. MOCuilQUgh, H. . .•• .
o/o Mrs *nanic h. Llllle
tJ>01 &snwooo; Avenue
Uiicago 3/, Illinois

I. ear j,,lss licCu lloughi

On the WfceKfccci of July l&tb mnu 13th my dUft'b UAJUJU& a**soal»te,
Me?agua, and I plant to a® in teooos Hoi* ana boaton for UMI purpon*

of visiting , r». Llllia's Garoen aixi waiting tlwi *cquaintaDO« of »«v«ral
peopl* in Ui@ «!MMM^ni*«%t4i area wbo have b««o iiitiouiteiy a*»o«iated
witti or irstorestwo in .ir@. Liliin's Gara«n aod/or our work.

On waturaay the Ifeth w© will t>« io V«oo4s Mol« auutnoing to tbo
practical t^a .» of our trip: uauwly •unlng ^Jr. febeeler !*•* the
of setting up a prograa for tb« restoration of Mrs. Lilli«'« Garden
•oooroing to i@s ilarriaon's original pitting plan. Luoatt> taorning and

the 13th, we will fc» in th« 1.00 ton area *aakin£ several

writing to aaic ii' there is any eh.mno« that we ooula pay a
ori^f viait 10 .•&&, Llllie in Wooou Hols op ths 12th (a«»»uffling that
you «nu Siiei are in iooos .:ole at tl^at ti*ae). 1»s of o our as unotirstancl
wtrjui htr cbi:.oition a no acvano* a^«| but w* ay»urs you that ths purpose
01 our vi jit woulo INI entirely that of exp. snaiitg gratitude ana appre*?
iation, anc. Umt practical oetaila such as whftt is or isn't b^ing grown
in the gar-aen at ths pi-e-enx. tias woulc not b« aontionsd* Or K It
l&n't possible to sec .a*«. Lixlis, peruupa we could nsv«rth«lsss wtike
your fto>quainta&es)| tlier-eDy ^tir^aps saving- future oorr^spondezme, eto..

May I hsur fro«a you?

Cordially,

John £». Stokss Jr.

oc: Vioocs r.ole ?. 0.



July 21 , 1962

<

F. .^Cullough, K.W.
c/o krtt. *riiak K. id 111 e

Dear klsa ...cCu Hough:

Cn £.aturuay July 12th tCr. bcTagu* miscS I bad a a»»t weyoyatel*
»ixi instructive visit with Father Staple ton, llr. vsheel*r and
Harrison in iftooda liole.

Our personal meeting cleared up a nussber of matters in
ion with the ^arcec which were difficult to <3o ^ustice by
and we were happy to find that fey the erxfl of th« aay w« all wcr« is
complete unaers 'tana ing a no accor<3.

V.e woulo like to have visited. Mrs. Liilie, but w« respected
Wheelcr'a counsel against ••* visit at this ti««. It did «Eyoy an hour
or so at *.ir. V.h0«ler's farm.

f

After tslking with Mis® MarriAson, it became cl«»r to us that tti«
list of olo flower iiatnea about which I wrote you should b« aiaong th«
l&ta *rs. Ifoercon'e papers. I have written sir. Eifler&on a,gaiia about
this matter.

V*e wish to thank you again for ««ntiing us oopiee of th« prlnt«a
liat& oi flower »»me», arc *« hope you will overlook any of our «1»-
undcrst,©naiiiaS about the garc.«n . . . which have now b©«« cl«ar«ci up
as a result of ppr trip.

Otl
Cordially,

John S. Stoke* Jr.



«

WHY'S ^ARDEW3 Jf-"RNAL o? John S. Stokes Jr.

August 2?viy4 meeting with Mrs. Frank R, Lillie (two days before her birthday)

Today it was our privilege to have tea with Mrs. Frank R. Lillie of Chicago, founder
of the first public Mary Garden in the United States at St. Joseph's Church, Woods
Hole, Massachusetts.

As Mrs. Lillie, who is in her eighties, is able to receive very few visitors, this
meeting was something we had hoped and waited for since the founding of Mary's Hardens
in Philadelphia in 1951.

Upon arrival at her summer home in Woods Hole, we were told by members of her family
that the day a^ter next was to be her birthday. Happily we had come bearing pifts,
including a colored Swiss postcard we had found the day before in Falmouth: an illus-
tration o** the n ower commonly known in the U.. S, as Bleeding Heart, but known in
Germany as Our Lady's Heart (Franenherz) and in France as Mary's Heart (Coeur de Marie),
according to the legend on the card. We were overjoyed to see her face liftht up as she
asked: ^Can I keep this? Are you sure you can let me have it?"
When we thanked her <"or the vision and her love of Mary which went into the makirip; of
the *"irst Mary Garden, at St. Joseph's Church, she insisted, "It never occurred to me
that I was doim anything unusiial." As we pressed our thanks - telling her of the
^rowth of the Mary Harden movement - she replied with equal humility, "Each of us has
his opportunities."

She then reported her historical understanding that before the invention of printing
the people of the countryside had no books or pictures tellinp; of Mary. "The flowers
were all they had." She believed, as our Mary's Gardens experience has borne out, that
today, too, the Mary-named flowers could be a potent means of instruction . . . "especially
for the children."

After a parting "God bless you" an hour later, we left with the Joyou» knowledge that
the last p-ap of continuity between the founding of the first U. S. Mary Garden and
the founding of the Mary's Gardens movement had been closed. Once ap-ain we turned to
the future.

Undated note added later

While it was with a sense of regret that we learned the Woods Hole Garden of Our Lady
was destroyed three days later by the hurricane "Cora" - the th^rd such destruction
in the 22 years since the Garden was laid out in 1932 - we were nevertheless reassured
by the knowledge that the idea behind it was bearin^ fruit in other Mary Gardens
thron<rhout the world .

o 0 o

The purpose of the Woods Hole Anrelus Tower and Garden of Otir Lady is to confront
the average individual of the modern, secular world, who visits Woods Hole, with the
impact o^ Tradition and the teaching in such a manner as to still him and brinp him
to heart, mind and soul in the hope that he will be naturally predisposed to receive,
and that Hod will be pleased to rive, the supernatural <rraoe of conversion which will

him to "isit St. Joseph's Church across the street as a first step to dedicating
1 1 f> to the '-rofltnr •-'lory of r'od and th« restoration o? all things in Christ.


