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9503 iMeaaowbrook Lane
Philacelphia 18, Pa.
December 16, 1950

Mrs. Frank R. Lillie*
5801 Kenwood Avenue
Chicago, Illinois

Dear Mrs. Lillie:

Last August I had the pleasure of visiting the stone bell-
tower, lending library and Lady-garaen at Wooas Hole, - of which
I uncerstanc you are the donor. The tpwer first came to my atten-
tion through an article by J. J. Galvin in Perpetual Help maguazine,
reprinted in Qur lady's Ligest in the October, 1946, issue; bit
it was only last summer that I had an opportunity to visit Woods
Hole,

Please accept my congratulations on the conception of the
tower and garden, and on the fine taste used in executing the
details,

My particular interest, about which I am writing this letter,
lies in the lady-garden. It was a great surprise to me to learn
that the flowers had lost the names originally given to them in
honor of our lLady, anc I am eager to learn more about the names
and about the circumstances of the change which took place in
their usage, '

I would be most appreciative of receiving any inforwation or
references you could give me on this subject, such as a listing
of the former and present names, documentation, etc.. (I understana
there was formerly a listing of' the names on a placque at the gar-
den, but that tt was worn away by the weather. Perhaps it has been
replacea by now.¥ Also, do you have any color photographs of the
tower and garden which I could purchase?

All of my frienas whom I've tolu about them have been gighly
enthused over the conception and execution, but the few black-ana-
white snap shots I took hardly do them jgustice.

Hoping that you will favor me with a reply, I remain,

Yours in Christ, "l

John S. Stokes Jr.

* o islst - Phome (Toue 'S0 D"""'W)) HYde Park 3-£956




February 14, 1951
MENMO

Phoned lirs. Frank R. Lillie this evening as a follow-up of
my letter of Lecember 16th, which was unanswered to cate.

Mrs. Lillie explained that because of héer extreme age anc be-
cause she was an invalide she had been forced to give up all cor-
responcence: - hence her failure to answer my letter.

After identifying myself and receiving the foregoing explanation,
T told my story as follows:

L. iy reading of the J. J. Galvin article in Our Lady's Digest
2., My visit to the Tower and Garden in August of 1950

3. My thought that many people, as yet unreached, would be
interested in the story of our Lady's flowers

4, My proposed project of spreading the story throughj
a) Peblicity
b) Aavertising
c) cale of seeds (10 or 12 flower garden to start)

Mrs. Lillie received the news of the proposed project extremely
warmly and gave me her blessing. I assured her that in any publicity
which might be forthcoming she would receive proper credait as the
occasion for my inspiration. She evidenced extireme humility in this
respect and stated that it never had occurred to her that she had
Gone anything original, as there were hundrecs of convent garaens, etc.
I asked her where she had first conceived the idea of the Wood's Hole
garcen; in reply to which she statea that she couldn't remeilmber gjust
where it started.

In answer to my further questions about the historical material,
cources of the Lady names, etc., and about the present responsibility
for the maintenance of the garden, she stated that due to her age ana
illness she haa for some time been out of touch with the garden ana
that many of her papers had been lost or misplaced through the years.
che did however nake a note of my name ana address and promised to
sera me the list of flowers in the garcen, f she could find one.

I thanked her for her kindness and praised herconce again for

her woncerful tower and garcen. Also I promised to forwara 1o her
ang publizity which we might obtain.

I3
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9503 Meadowbrook Lane
Philagelphia 18, Pa,

April 4, 1951

Mrs. Frank R. Lillie
5801 Kenwood Ave.
Chicago, Illinois

Dear Mrs, Lillie,

: I am enclosing a copy of the acknowledgement card we send to
those who order our "Mary's Garden" seeds. We hope you like the little
gquotation on the back.,

Also enclosed is a copy of a letter written by me this evening
10 kev., James J. Galvin, C, SS. R., who wrote the wonderful article
which first brought your Tower and Garden to my attention.

In several days we will send you a sample of Our Lady's Garden
seed package, containing seed packets for ten different flowers and
also an instruction leaflet, May I direct your attention to the para-
graph entitled "Inspiration", in which we tell how your Tower and
Garden were responsible for our undertaking this apostolic work. This
paragraph is on the back of the instruction leaflet enclosea with the
seed packetsy 3

Once again may I express to you what a Joy it is to work for
our Luady's flowers!

Yours sincerely in Christ,

John S, Stokes Jr,



February 8, 1952

Mrs. Frank Re. Lillie
0801 £enwood Avenue
Chicago 37, Illinoise
Uear irs. Lillie:

I am happy to enclose herewith a copy of the February issue
of PERPETUA. HELP Magazine which has as its feature article, tiy
Garcen Prays", by Rev. Jawes J. Galvin, kEditor. This article tells
about our first year of attempting to interesti Catholics and otiers
throughout the United Stiates in growing Our Lady's rlowers.

ihis year we are able to offer a larger garden package incluaing
packets of seeus for b of Our Lzdy's Flowers; and also a larger
stewardship booklet which gives more information about the origin
of the old "Our Lady" names.

In all our work we reasain constantly thankful to you for
the original inspiration received from your MaryeGarden at Woods
liole. In facti, my associate in this work, ir. MecTague, and I are
offering to senc seeds, bulbs and plants to the Pastor and
caretaker of your garden, for the purpose of restoring some of
the original varieties which have died out.

Le will send you samples of our new materials as soon as
they are reccived frow the printer. ve also have extra reprints
ol uhe cnclosed article if you woulu like to have woue,

Gincerely yours,




Hay 12 9 1962

Mrs, Frank R, Lillie
5801 Kenwood Avenue
Chicago 37, Illinois

Dear Mrs. Lillie:

As we understand that you do not writo'lottern, we hope that
someone in y.ur household can help us with the following request:

OQur request relates to your "Garden of Our Lady" in Woods Hole,
which, as we wrdte you last year, was the inspiretion for our
MAKY 'S GARLENS project which has called attention of thousands of
people to the Flowers of Our Lady originally included in your garden,
In addition to the PERPETUAL HELP and AMERICA articles which we sent
you earlier this year, our project has been written up in OUR LALDY'S
DIGEST, THF LITTLE MISSIONARY, THF JOSEPHIMUM REVIIW and the Worcester
lkass. CALHOLIC FKRE PRESS; and all these article give credit to your
garaen as our original inspiration. Another article is to appear in
11iE BENIDICTINE REVIEW, :

In vicw of the proportions which MARY 'S GARDENS is assuming, you
can understand how vealuable it would be to us if we could locate and
gain access to the gomplete listing of flowers which is mentioned at
the bottom of the smaller printed list of flowers in the Woods Hole
séarden, which you sent us last year. At the bottom of this list it is
stated: "This is a smell list of the flowers named after Our Lady and
lhe faints, ana plants of various religious significence. They were
méde from Inglish sources, because of course Catholic knglana inspired
the interest. ve found about £ive hundre¢ plante named after Her, three
hundred ana fifty after the taints, and about gpe bundred QOLOErS...."

If you could lend us any research nodves, correspondence, lists
of flower namce, lists of English religious communities from which
information was obtained, etc., we would be everlastingly grateful to
you, as would be many thousandas of Mary-Gardeners throughout the - .
country, (Ve have correesponced with Liiss Dorothea Harrison of Conco d,
uass, ana ir, Alfred Emerson of Chicago, but they have been unable
to help us.)

Lincerely yours for MARY'S GARLENE ,

John £, Ctokes Jr.
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lay 18, 1962

miGB 1"0 &“bcullou@’ Ro No
c/0 Mrs. Frank K. Lillie
5801 Kenwood Avenue
Chicago 37, Ill.

Lear Miss lcCulloughs

Thank you for your letter of May 1l5th in enswer to my recent
inquiry concerning the 950 flowers of religious significance mentioned
atl the bottom of irs. Lillie's 1937 printed shorter list. Thanks also
for the copy of her earlier 1932 liet.,

It is regrettable that lrs. Lillie's research which uncovered the
950 flowers should be seemingly lost, and that her Woods Liole garden
hae been permitted to fall into the hands of persons who, although they
are paid to maintain it, have little interest in mainiaining the
flowers called for inm the original planting scheme, Ccigftnly this
is not a fitting tribute to such a noble woman! The following is
typical of the comment we receive;

"1 hope to get some good photos of a Mary-Gardem. No , alas, not
Lillie garden at Wwoods Hole. I was there two weeks ago (sumaer
of 61 - J.5.) armed with color camera and others, intent on get-
ting esome really good photos. The garden has about 3 varieties
of flowers, anu the bell tower ncarhz.:: empty of all books. I
don' ow _what' e 's & "

(This was from one who knew the garden in the late 30's and early 40's)

From iise Dorothea K. Harrison of Concord, Mass., landscape
architect, who spent § years working on the garden planting plan, and
from ir. Alfred Emerson of C.icago, whose wife (now ceceased) did
sowe of the original refsearch for the garden, I have obtained enough
information to plece together the following probable sequence of
events: In the late 20's ané early 30's irs. Lillie, irs. Emerson
and iliss Harrison conducted #di¢ the original reseearch which uncovered
the 60 or 8o varieties of flowers incorporated in iiss Harrison's
planting plan. After the garden was planted and publieised, and also
as a result of further correspondence with and visits to lish
religious comuunities, urs. Lillie accumulated the longer list of
850 varieties which were referred to at the bottom of her 1937 printed
list, but which were never actually incorporated in her garcen.



2.

I realize, of course, that all this took place sowe years before
you Joined urs. Lillie's householdj but if you could offer me any (
additional "clues", hints of suggestions as to any of sre. Lillie's
family or friends who could throw additional light on this matter,
my associate, ir. McTague, and I would be most deeply grateful to
you. Miss Hurrison is not able to help us, as she was familiar with
only the original research, iir. Emerson has agreed to look through
his wife's papers in the attic "if he has time".

As for the garden itself, we have urged Mr. Wheeler, the profes-
sional caretaker (whom we undersiand is Mre. Lillie's rolutivtg, to
restore the flower varieties called for in Mise Harrison's planting
plan (of which we have a copy). Mr. Wheeler has agreed, as a token
regogriition of the concept behind the garden, to restore five or six
varieties this year; but he is at present unwilling to do more than
this because it takes more thought, effort and time than the present
path of least resistance of maintainging the more orainary type of
petlunias and phlox colorful display. We hope ‘that as a result of the
interest we are creating in the garden, there will eventually appear

on the scene a "loving caretaker" who will undertake the work devotedly,
rather than on a merely professional basis with no interest in the

igea behind the garden. In any case, the restoration of sre. Lillie's
parden is one of our obyectivesj anc with over 1,000 people growing
emall lary-Garuens and several hundred thousand people informed of

the hary-Carcven idea, we hope the pressure brought to bear on Woods
Hole will contribute toward this obyective,

In all our work we have publically stated our thanks to urs.
Lillie for providing the inspiration for our work, and we hope that
even at her advance age the thought that her garden has borne fruit
;11 gver the United States (albeit not at Woode Hole) will bring her

appiness,

incerely, for MAKY'S GAKLBN

John £. Stokes Jr.

P.5. = Attached hereto is a copy of the Worcester, Mase. CATHOLIC FRLE
PHELE which carries on page 8 an article on Mrs. Lillie's
Garuen anu our project,. typical of those appearing throughout
the country. (The photo was proviced by Miss Harrison, anu wase
taken shortly after the original planting in the 30's). J.S5.



June o, 1968

“ies F. hlc(.‘ullough. Re b
¢/0 irs rrenk e, Lillie
L8501 Kenwood Avenue
Chicago 3/, illlinois

Lear niss !lcCulloughs

On the weekend of July 18th and 13th my MAKY'C GARUENS associate,
dr. Welugue, and I plant to be in Voods Hole and boston for the purpose
of visiiing .re. Lillie's Carden and making the acguaintance of several
people in e uassachusetits area who have been intimately associated
with or interested in iirs. Lillie's Garcen and/or our work.

On Caturday the lZth we will be in Woods Hole atilending to the
pragtical tas.s of our trip: namely sceeing .r. Wheeler re. the possibili
of setting up a prograa for the restoration of Mrs. Lillie's Garden
sceorcing Lo wiss llarrison’'s original planting plan. Sunday wmorming and
Al termoon, the l3th, we¢ will be in the Loston area making several visite

I aw writing to ask i1 there is any chsnce that we could a
brief vieit L .rse. Lillie in Woods Hole op the 1l2th (assuming t
Jou &nc she are in Woods .lole at that time )., We of course understand
about her corncuition and auvince agej but we assure you that the purpose
0L our visit woulc be entirely that of exp: essing gratitude and apprecy
lation, an¢ that proecticdl cetaills such as what is or isn't being grown
in the garden ot the pre.ent tiue would not be wentioned. Or ig 1t
isn't posslble to sec¢ .re. Liillie, pernaps we could nevertheless wuke
your aequainiunce, thereby ,er.aps saving future correspondence, eld..

May I hear from you?

Cordially,

John £. Ltokes Jr.

ce: Woous i10le P. O,



July 21, 1963

ﬂi.d Fo Mc(.‘ullouxh, H--No
¢/0 Wre. Frank K. Lillie
Wwoods liole, wassachuseits

Dear iilss icCullough:

On Saturday July l2th ir. wTague and I had a most enjoyable
and instructive visit with Father Stapletom, Mr. Wheeler and .iss .
Harrison in Wocods liole,

Our personal meeting cleared up a number of matiers in conneet-
jon with the garcen which were difficult to do justice by correspondencs
and we were heppy to find that by the end of the day we all were in
complele understanding and accord.

e would like to have visited Mrs. Lillie, but we respected ir.
Wheeler's counsel against » visit at this time, We did enjoy an hour
or 80 &t .. Vheeler's farm,

13
After telking with Miss Harruson, it became clear o us that the
list of olao flower names about which I wrote you should be among the
late «rs. Fmerson's pspers., I have written ir. Emerson again about
this matter,

we wish to thank you again for eending us copies of the printed
lists of {lower names, anc we hope you will overlook any of our mis -
understandings about the gurcem . . . which have mow been cleared up
ags & resull of per trip.
ouY
Cordially,

John &. Stokes Jr,




MARY'S "ARDENS JOTRNAL of John S. Stokes Jr.

Aurust 27, 1954 meetins with Mrs. Frank R, Lillie Stwo days bgforolhg; ngghdaxl

Today it was our privilere to have tea with Mrs. Frank R. Lillie of Chicago, founder
of the first public Mary Garden in the United States at St. Joseph's Church, Woods
Hole ,Massachusetts.

As Mrs. Lillie, who is in her eirhties, is able to receive very few visitors, this
meetine was somethinc we had hoped and waited for since the founding of Mary's Gardens
in Philadelphia in 1951.

Upon arrival at her summer home in Woods Hole, we were told by members of her family
that the day after next was to be her birthday. Happily we had come bearing gifts,
ineludine a colored Swiss postcard we had found the day before in Falmouth: an illus-
tration of the flower commonly known in the U. S. as Bleeding Heart, but known in
Germany as Our Lady's Heart (Frauenherz) and in France as Mary's Heart (Coeur de Marie),

a ing to_the lecend the card, W r ( 0
aggg§1 “EanoI §39p°tﬁ?s?°ﬂre ;og sure §o§'c:n°¥:€jggoglgg gg’"her g5 T At

When we thanked her for the vision and her love of Mary which went into the making of
the first Mary Carden, at St. Joseph's Church, she insisted, "It never occurred to me
that T was doinc anythino unusual." As we pressed our thanks - telling her of the
orowth of the Mary Carden movement - she replied with equal humility, "Eech of us has
his opportunities." '

She then reported her historical understanding that before the invention of printing

the people of the countryside had no books or pictures telling of Mary. "The flowers

were all they had." She believed, as our Mary's Gardens experience has borne out, that
today, too, the Mary-named flowers could be a potent means of instruction . . . "especiall:
for the children."

After a partine '"od bless you" an hour later, we left with the joyous knowledre that
the last rap of continuity between the foundine of the firet U, S, Mary Garden and
the foundine of the Mary's GCardens movement had been closed. Once arain we turned to
the future.

Undated note added later

While it was with a sense of rerret that we learned the Woods Hole Garden of Our lLady
was destroved three davs later by the hurricane "Cora" - the third such destruction

in the 22 vears since the Garden was laid out in 1932 - we were nevertheless reassured
by the knowledce that the idea behind it was bearins fruit in other Mary Gardens
thronchout the world.

o 0 o

The purpose of the Woods Hole Anrelus Tower and Garden of Our lady is to confront

the averare individual of the modern, secular world, who visits Woods Hole, with the
impact of Tradition and the teachinc in such a manner as to still him and brinc him
to heart, mind and soul in the hope that he will be naturally predisposed to receive,
and that God will be pleased to pive, the supernatural crace of conversion which will
move him to visit St. Joseph's Church across the street as a first step to dedicatine
his 137a to the ~reater ~lory of Tod and the restoration of all thines in Christ.




