updated disaster plans and other documentation
crisis response planning
considering the particular topography and climate of our regions
landscape and building decisions
collection development
moving collections (short-term and long-term)
more wet book training
more everything training
relationships with emergency response professionals
relationships in general

Collection development
“Situated in a region where sea level rise has tripled over the past decade and
located a short walk from rapidly eroding beaches, the Bass has been forced
to reckon with climate change more directly than most museums. ‘Do we feel
comfortable purchasing a very humidity-sensitive watercolor for our
collection? Or a light-sensitive black-and-white photograph?’ George
Lindemann, the president of the museum’s board, asked in a recent
conversation with artnet News. ‘Probably not.’”
“Extreme Weather Is Threatening Museums Around the Globe. Here’s What They’re Doing About It.” Julia Halperin & Naomi Rea, 8/15/17.
https://news.artnet.com/art-world/climate-change-museums-plan-of-action-1049993

Collection development
“Given the real danger of climate catastrophe in our region, known implications of
which include _____, _____, and _____, the archive/library may need to decline
items that would otherwise fit the specifications of this policy. When appropriate,
we will attempt to identify a repository that can provide better long-term
stewardship.”

Digitization & publication

S. Fred Prince, drawing of Marvel Cave,
Missouri, 1880s. Dumbarton Oaks Rare Book
Collection.

Marvel Cave, Missouri. Google Maps.

Digitization & publication

https://www.datarefuge.org

Environmental conditions in our collections
●

NPS Conserve-O-Gram 19/2: “The recommended temperature for storage of bound rare books is between 18°C and 2 1 “C (65°F to 70°F).
The recommended relative humidity (RH) is between 40%-55%. Low RH levels can make paper brittle. RH levels over 65% provide a
favorable environment for mold and mildew growth and foxing of book pages.”

●

NEDCC preservation leaflet 2.1: “Authorities disagree on the ideal temperature and relative humidity for library and archival materials. A
frequent recommendation is a stable temperature no higher than 70°F and a stable relative humidity between a minimum of 30% and a
maximum of 50%. Research indicates that relative humidities at the lower end of this range are preferable since deterioration then
progresses at a slower rate. In general, the lower the temperature the better.” Etc. etc. .. “Maintaining stable conditions is crucial. An
institution should choose a temperature and relative humidity within the recommended ranges that can be maintained twenty-four hours a
day, 365 days a year. The climate-control system should never be turned off, and settings should not be lowered at night, on weekends, or
at other times when the library or archives is closed. Additional costs incurred by keeping the system in constant operation will be far less
than the cost of future conservation treatment to repair damage caused by poor climate.”

●

“Maintaining tight RH control is often unnecessary – most materials can handle fluctuations between 30% and 60% • The old standard of
21°C (70°F) and 50% RH with minimal fluctuation is expensive to maintain and usually not ideal”
(http://ipisustainability.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/06/IMLS_Energy_Saving_Project.pdf)

Disaster planning
●

Should plans include the possibility of long-term relocation? (shifting
populations, rising sea levels, fires burning communities)

●

Is this beyond the scope of our documentation?

●

Priority items to save, hoarding supplies, Jurassic technology...

Document power
●

Build sustainability and disaster recovery work into job descriptions.

●

Build sustainability and disaster recovery work into mission statements.

Professional networks
●

Why are we even here?

I welcome your thoughts on tote bags.
@stampedinblind
scahalan1@udayton.edu

Catastrophe school
●

Perhaps our planning for environmental crises should be informed by the
means by which materials have survived wars.

Memory keeping
“They kill us because they’ve got stonelore telling them at every turn that we’re born evil--some
kind of agents of Father Earth, monsters that barely qualify as human.”
“Yes, but you can’t change stonelore.”
“Stonelore changes all the time, Syenite,” He doesn’t say her name often, either. It gets her
attention. “Every civilization adds to it; parts that don’t matter to the people of the time are
forgotten. There’s a reason Tablet Two is so damaged: someone, somewhere back in time,
decided that it wasn’t important or was wrong, and didn’t bother to take care of it. Or maybe they
even deliberately tried to obliterate it, which is why so many of the early copies are damaged in
exactly the same way.”

N. K. Jemisin, The Fifth Season

Salomon, Frank. The Huarochirı́ manuscript: a testament of ancient and colonial Andean religion. Austin:
University of Texas Press, c1991.

