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Image of J. R. R. Tolkien’s Lord of the Rings in Rose Book Exhibit




The Lord of the Rings, by J.R.R. Tolkien

Burned in Alamagordo, NM (2001) outside Christ Community
Church along with other Tolkien novels as satanic.

Invisible Man, by Ralph Ellison

Excerpts banned in Butler, PA (1975).

Removed from the high school English reading list in St. Francis, WI (1975).

Retained in the Yakima, WA schools (1994) after a five-month dispute over what advanced high school
students should read in the classroom. Two parents raised concerns about profanity and images of
violence and sexuality in the book and requested that it be removed from the reading list.

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, by Mark Twain

Fifth most challenged book

Reason Banned: racism
Taken from www.ala.org



“By armes, and by blood and bones,
| kan a noble tale for the nones,
With which | wol now quite the Knyghtes tale.”
Oure Hooste saugh that he was dronke of ale,
And seyde, “Abyd, Robyn, my leeve brother;
Som better man shal telle us first another.
Abyd, and lat us werken thriftily.”
“By Goddes soule,” quod he, “that wol nat |;
For | wol speke or ells go my wey.” (13125-3133)
---taken from the “Miller’s Prologue” in Geoffrey Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales

“By the arms, blood, and bones of Christ,

| can tell a noble tale, indeed,

With which | will now requite the Knight’s Tale.

Our Host saw that he was drunk on ale,

And said, “Wait, Robyn, my dear brother;

Some better man shall tell us another first.

Wait, and let us work properly.”

“By God’s soul,” said Robyn, “that | will not do--

Because | will speak or else go on my way.”
(translation Dr. Krummel’s)

n



| moot reherce
Hir tales alle, be they better or werse,
Or ells falsen som of my mateere.
And therefore, whose list it nat yheere,
Turne over the leef and chese another tale;
For he shal fynde ynowe, grete and smale,
Of storial thing that toucheth gentillesse,
And eek moralitee and hoolynesse.
Blameth nat me if that ye chese amys. (1 3173-81)
---taken from the “Miller’s Prologue” in Geoffrey Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales

| must rehearse
All of their tales, for better or worse,
Or else falsify some my material.
And, therefore, whoever does not want to hear a tale,
Turn over the leaf [page] and choose another tale;
For the reader shall find enough, great and small,
Of true things that concern acceptable topics,
And also morality and holiness.
Don’t blame me if you choose unwisely.
(translation Dr. Krummel’s)
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Moses Maimonides
(Moses b. Maimon), The
Guide of the Perplexed
(ca. 1469)
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Moreh Nebukhim

The Guide of the

erplexed)

ossibly Rome, ca.

469

irst edition;

ranslated from
Judeo-Arabic into

Hebrew by Samue
Ibn Tibbon
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Geoffrey Chaucer in His Time &
The Oldest Known Manuscripts:

Hengwrt Manuscript, (c. 1400s)
and Ellesmere MS (c. 1400s)
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Wife of Bath and her tale in Geoffrey
Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales: Manuscript and

Print (ca. 1492
Thie Wyf of Bathes prootfue

Peveendief e Feannhlepns eale
andfocowith efe profogre of the Wy fof Batle

> » v
L\ s
/s

=

-~

DY
kY
o

e pperience thoufsf none auctozite

Weve iy ¢fis WozEve s vitst pruond for me)
Qo fpeheof Wo thatisin mariage
Butozdes fitfen [ ¢Wwetue peve Wwas of alfe
T hanked Be god that is eternatle onpue
BufBondes at the civche doze Gaue [ Gad fpue
(3 3 fo ofte mpfi¢ faue Wedded Ge
And af Were Woztp men in theive deffre
But me Was tofde natlont a fopbps
Ehat ficGen crift Went neniz Gut onps
To Weddpng iy the Cane of alile
hat Bp the fameenfampCe taufffic Ge me
That [ ne Wedded fGucde Ge But onps
Lo fie Whiche a farpe Wwozde foz the iones
Refide a Welle [Jefusgod andman ;

]




uding thecunous two-volume
< own shelf, into which the
gly. The titles of these books
nts mouthed them, and
thud as they fell around
oks were, for me, even at that
orlds of challenge and adven-
tles from the Rose Rare Book
prints and Impressions were rep

' selections for The Great Books.
iation for books as a 2-year-
did not know how to read. |
nse of the power that books
readers and for literate com-
tand how books are written,
pw varied are the production
pughout the history of print

b how my own life and the
ne to inhabit are connected
ing and value with the lives
the volumes of The Great

only obliquely, the magical ch

D O

S ey o

pped around me, forming a kind of lite
Eisenhower-era suburbs advancin g

is honored to exhibit this remarkable

lon in part because these books are such lovely, precious
ountering these rare and. in many c
i us the unique gift of the emerg

—_— ¢
——
\:\\ N
S L%

Puis le diametre de €C verre vy oy i
grand que pour Iy lunete proced
‘ i W OCow
Lavn e auffy eftre Pt que celuy dy yern
i -yl A
we © paravant, mais il doit a pey peg e
droite N P paffc
perbole NRP: car eltant moindse
de rayons de I'obict Z; & eftant phoy o
uroit Que fort peudavantage end T
deuvant eft i
cuant eftre a Proportion beascoes
Qu auparauant, elle lear offeroie & 00 g
Ce que fa grandeur leyr en donneroir » \
‘ MO, & o
1€t be powsroit pas efire tage olclaire 14

-

rary nest in a small
upon cornfields to the

aracter of books.

selection of volumes

ases, visually compel

ence of literacy and the

par le poing [ —

Tt tat of the Pricarefic

MEVW I L]
SHAKESP
COMEDII
HISTORII
I RAGEDI

\

CANTERBURY TALES

Reneé Descartes

DISCOURSE ON THE METHOD

37 first @ NLHon



v/

‘\Hs T F‘
A8 M

fa N
ag fe [k 2 119K 0
3 A P N 4
L) e ..1“\ went oel iy o Aloi1Le1t .'
9 afiey- that t a1 path Been Fent . ‘ ! ‘
19 ¢ 0¥ £ J ﬁ,&‘m Pig Peope | :
N

¥
:m'{mncd cleoge

=" Prioress
_Ujf [ NN W% 4 andHer

q\u\w i1 ‘\,Qf“ ey xml‘\“blf
fp\_' jetiejence Lf“‘mf 1109 ft

Kol s ool 4 | Tale: The
‘ Yo SN e pwo\\/f . #
A (XS N ) v b A AP - T .
! -(Ezﬁce R e tﬁ[?fvng e(t{mwo:z.m ST S I
4 ,H“&'N \eas al 4»1$ mu'\l\ it At . ' '
21 P8 (dfje Ws that Conhy- $ag o ¢ ¢ a r
S Hhat o foofE !ﬂ}\nh&a‘hx ey | .
21843 thanne a0 Ge Boled \'f o1t 1110 :

119 o thns  SEhae man ApRik 1”&7&‘

et l.\w&f‘ a3 o BolBefEfy e An faje
FF” and @y on tye grond ' e e r‘fﬂ $

> -
| S



g - !
: & (& 5 N/ ‘ / ) )
& _J ‘N A / ) O g
g 4 LT «: 1 i

s
/
.

B 6 x
Y Yo g | | ) { ) : ,
™ = - :7,;\\‘&}\‘ ngylmcﬂ\ ﬂ1q§tl\‘awﬂ\é€~ tﬂj@ |

o | (XA W< S6a8 111 ﬁ)‘l . A gieet Litee
i« \ *lmm@geé’;» mftmm {om & ]é&é}l"@
BB O i i B 2 (625 of thatougee
9 IR 2 oulafiue aus Nigs of wiltjupe
-y Hiv g totnl o g:;‘;.;’z;: 1R 1o 618 (Dmlvﬂlgnj)é )
And ’bl‘%{;w’s SHete e ugngjm,,m oz SeanSs
o2 it eas e, audopat at ey aids

.'fl




Ther was in Asye, in a greet citee,

Amonges Cristene folk a Jewerye,

Sustened by a lord of that contree

For foule usure and lucre of vileynye,

Hateful to Crist and to his compaignye;

And thurgh the strete men myghte ride or wende,

For it was free and open at ether ende. (V11 488-94)
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He hath disgraced me . . . laughed at my losses,
mocked at my gains, scorned my nation, thwarted my
bargains, cooled my friends, heated my enemies; and
what’s his reason? | am a Jew. Hath not a Jew eyes?
Hath not a Jews hands, organs, dimensions, senses,
affections, passions? Fed with the same food, hurt
with the same weapons, subject to the same
diseases, healed by the same means, warmed and
cooled by the same winter and summer, as a Christian
is? If you prick us, do we not bleed? If you tickle us, do
we not laugh? If you poison us, do we not die? And if
you wrong us, shall we not revenge? If we are like you
in the rest, we will resemble you in that. (lll.i. 45-57)
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