9603 Meadowbrook Lane
" Philadelphia 18, Pa.
My. Dow Hur for s February 17, 19&1

40 Hewx's Lawe
Fd"’"""’, Masy

Dear Don,

Several months ago I wrote you about the possibility that my
friend, Ed icta.ue, and I might promote the distribution ana sale
of seeds for miniature "lLady Gardens" similar to the Bell Tower
garden at Woods Hole, which we visited together last August., In
accordance with my request made at that time, you forwu.ued to me
the name and address of the Bell Tower donor, Mrs. Lillie, and you
also passed on to me the information that the printed list of names
of flowere in the garden had been '"worn away by the weather", Also
you mentionec that you would look through thé 0ld Enterprise files
to see if you could find if anyfhit/ing had been written on the subgeet,

and that you would get in touch with the caretaker when the opportunity
presented itself,

Since then, and espeeially during the last week or &0, E4 and
I have developed much enthusiasm for going through with this progjeet.
On the basis of our own research in the Pennsylvania Horticultural
Soeciety library in Philadelphia we were able to compile a list of
31 flowers formerly named in honor of our Lady, as well as a wealth
of background :aterial on Christian floral symbolism, prayers, etc..
louay, in answer to a letter written to Mre. Lillie (and follgwed up
by a phone call), [ received several copies of Mrs., Lillie's "active"
list of 45 flowers honoring our Lady, as well a@ 31 others honoring
virious saints. At the bottom of the list is written:

This is a small list of the flowers named after Our Lady and
the Caints, and plants of various religious significance. They
were made from English sources, because of course Catholie Eng-
land inspireac the interest. We found about five hundred plants
named after Her, three hundred and fifty after the Saints, and
about one hundred others. All the names listed are not in the
garden, but from the adjoining plan what is there ean be found.

CHUKCH OF SAINT JOSEPH, WOOLS HOLE, WASS., THE SUwdEK OF 1937

This immediately raises the question: whe hae the list of the
500 ete. flowers and the research documentation, ete.? As you didn't
mention the source of your previous information, I wonder if you
were actually in touch with the pastor of the Churech of Saint Joseph.,
Is the same pastor there now who was there when the garden wag built
(the tower was cedicated in the summer of 1933 « for your information
in checking the Lnterprise filee), or when the list was printed (1337)7
If he isn't, where is he? Can he be reached, ete.?

I would appreciate receiving at your earliest econvenience any
further information on this subjgeet which you can give me,

In XP,

J. 5,



9503 Meadowbrook lLane
Philadelphia 18, Pa.
Mareh 27, 1961

Dear Don,

I wae sorry that cirecumstances prevented us from seeing you
in Philadelphia on Easter weekend. In addition to all the other
matters we have to talk about, I would like to have told you first
hand about the progress of Our lady's Garden,

In regard to the garden, I have one additional reguest to make
of you. Fd and I would like to have actual eonfirmation from the
kecorder of Deeds as to the ownership of the Lillie Tower and Garden.
In Philadelphia, for example, property deeds are eonsidered publie
property, and the book of deeds is available to anyone who inquires
at the offiee of the Keeorder of Deeds, If the set-up is the saue
in Massachusetts you should be able (especially as a reporter) to
obtain aecess to the Book of Deeds in Falmouth (assuming Falmodth
is the County Seat) and make aetual notes of the transastion, eueh
as date, eircumstances of ownersiipp ete.. I don't doubt that CLt.
Joseph's Parish (viz. the Eishop of the Dioeese) owns the Tower and
Garden as you say, but we'd like to know the exael c¢cireumstances
before taking any steps to imake use of it in our Garden promotion,

Thanks in advance for any ineconvenience to which you may be

put. in obtaining this information.

As ever, in XP,




9503 Meadowbrook Lane
Philadelphia 18, Pa.
April 4, 1961

Rev. James J, Galvin
Perpetual Help
Esopus, N, Y.

Dear Father Galvin,

It was indeed a pleasant surprise to learnm from your note in
reply to my recent inquiry as te the availability of the August,
1946, issue of Perpetual Help, that the Editor of Pegpo&gg% nelp
and the author of the article, "Lillie Tower" was one and the same :
person,

The immediate reason for inguiry was to asgertaim whethe
or not the reprint of "Lillie %gwors ugzeagzn( in ghotSotogcr, 1546,
issue of Qur Lady's Digest was in any way rewritten or cendensed.

The ultimate purpose was to inquire as to on what basis I could
obtain permission to reprint this article in leaflet form.

My wish to reprint "Lillie Tower" has arisen in connection with
an apostolic garden project undertaken by myself and a friemd, Ed-
ward A. WcTague, also of Philadelphia, - a project which received
its initial inspiration from your artiela, as it appeared in Qur

Lady's Dinest.

Although your article imuwediately appealed to my heart when I
read it in 1946, it was not until last August that I had an opportun-
ity to visit the Lillie Tower and Garden in Woods Hole. Yet it was
worth waiting for. WMy Jjoy was beyond expectation!

Bul in speaking of Mary's Flowers to friends in Boston, New York
and Philadelphia, I was disappointed to learn that not one of them
knew their story or knew of urs. Lillie's Garden. And in asking myself
the reason for this, I concluded it lay in the fact that the story
of the flowers is not at present told at the garden (there are no
leaflets ano there is no longer even a sign identifying the flewers,
or giving the correspondences between the old and new names), ana the
1946 issues of Pergetua% Help and ng_gg%ﬁlg_¥1ﬁ!gg are no longer to
be found on reading tables. Apparent y '"the right man" of whom you
spoke in your article never made his appearance to carry on and expand
the apostolate of irs. Lillie's Garden,

In the course of a discussion of this situation, my friend, ur.
kicTague, suggested: "American's are 'doers'. Why don't we prepare and
sell at a modest price a set of ten or twelve seed packets of our
Lady's flowers, so that hundrecs of people can have their own little
uwary's Gardens in their backyarde ana show them to their friends? Then
the word will really get around; and perhaps people will wish to visit
Woods lHole to see Mrs., Lillie's garden",
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We became so enthused with this idea that even though it was
the end of January, - with little time until the spring planting
season, - we decided to undertake the project on a small scale this (
year, Mrs. Lillie, with whom I talked over the tele phone long distance,
kindly obliged by sending us several copies of her list of flowers.
And with her list and some historical and horticultural research
done locally, we reachea the point where we were able to select seeds
for ten flowers,

The enclosed advertisement, which was run in the New York Herald
Tribune, the Philadelphia Inquirer and two diocesan papers; and the
enclosed acknowledgement card; - together with the garden package
(which you wi#ll receive under separate cover in a few days) tell the
rest of the story. We are testing various means of advertising - all
the way from ads in metropolitan dailies to pushing doorbells in
Catholic neighborhoods - in the hope that we will find the right
one(s). To uate our success is moderate, but we hope to move our
present inventory of seeds ana literature by the end of this month so
as to get enough of our money back in order te promote . the sale of
rvamphlets and additional flowers, etc. in the future. And it is #in
anticipation of this possibility that I inquire abou. reprinting
"Lillie Tower", We would of course give you full credit, -« just as
we have iirs. Lillie in our first leaflet, - and I assure you it will
be freely and thankfully given, as it was a joy to carry your article
around in my heart for three years before I even saw the garden,

Thanking you for the inspiration you have given us, ana looking
forwara to the pleasure of a repky, I remain, (

Sincerely yours in Christ,
John S. Stokes Jr.

P.S. - I would appreciate learning any further informatiom about the
flowers of our Lady you may have obtained in the course of
wpiting "Lillie Tower" or from reader response to it, We woulc
give anything, for example, to obtain a copy of the research
which uncovered the 500 flowers named after our Lady, as mentiomec

b both at the bottom of Wrs. Lillie's 1list and in your article. -

d. SJ.C
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April 7 1951

John S Stokes Jr
9503 Meadowbrook Lane
Philadelphia 18 Pa.

Dear Mr Stokes

When your letter came 1 was busily selact-
ing fillers to complete articles in our next issue. At
the moment 1 needed 13 lines. So presto! 1 had one en-
titled "1f you have a garden", giving the address of
Mary's Gardens at the close.

First of all, you have permission to re-
print the article on Lilly Garden. 1 have written to
our Business Office in Melrose to see if they may have
a copy of the issue gpu are looking for. 1 believe it
was somewhat condensed in the Digest reprint.

1f you saw Woods Hole and the Garden last
year, you saw it at its poorest (at least in my opinion)
When 1 first discovered it in 1943 there was a much wider
fariety of Lady flowers growing. All 1 saw last summer
were petunias and phlox,1f 1 remember rightly!

But now for your idea. 1t's a genuine
inspiration. 1 think it wonderful and wish you all the

L¢wiig by success in the world. 1t will take time for it to catch

but meanvhiles keep plugging the idea through every chan-
) nel possible. Why not get on the TV program "What's my
/ line" telecast on Sunday night at 10 PM? Be interviewed
on the radio. Have someone write a letter about you and
your project to local papers. Offer the 10 packets of
seeds free to anyone who has a statue of Our Lady in
their own garden. The publicity would be well worth the
price. Begin such a garden yourself, and have a photo
of it taken. Have photos of Mary Gardens sent you..like




the enclosed from Joan Ronay of Edgerly Road Harundale
Maryland. (Just in passing Mrs Ronay was quite furious
at me for condensing and altering some details of her
story!)

Myself, 1 should like to write the pair of
you up. . . but 1 think we should wait till there is more
to the story. 1t is,of course,the Marian angle 1 will
treat

Now about research on the subject of Lady
Flowers....all 1 have is a page in an out of print book
called Qur bady's Dowry by Thomas Bridgett cssr (London:
Burns and Oates) 1875. He in turn makes reference to
3 books you might secure in the library:

Church of Our Fathers,vol 111, p 288
by "Dr. Rock",

The Catholic Florist by ? ?

Popular Names of British Plants, by
R.C.Prior, MD,

1f 1 come across anything in my constant reading, 1 shall
make a note of it, and,send it along to you. There are
of course similar Lady names for flowers in other lands
and languages. . .but English,l presume,is what you are
hunting for.

Hoping you will keep me posted from time to
time on the progress of the Mary's Garden project,

Cordially in Mary

]/ )0//{/4/&’/
/4”4“ ]
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April 11, 1951

Dear John:

Please excuse brevity of this note. I want you to get the
information herein before the weekend.

The county seat for the Cape is in Barnstable, which 1s about
25 miles from Falmouth. A civil engineer who I know was down
at the registry of deeds Monday. He spent almost two hours
with his assistant looking up the deed of the property but could
not find it. It 1s his opinion (and he 1is one of the best informed
persons in town on property ownership) that the property was
sold by a family whose last name 1is Fay to the bishop of Fall
River (I forgot his name) but the deed was never recorded.
The sale must have occurred about 1880 and 1t 1s on this land
that Mrs. Lillie had the tower erected and the garden kmtx made.

Will write later, regards, D.E.H.




9603 Meadowbrook la.
Philadelphia 18, Pa,
January 27, 1952

Dear Don,

Ea ana I have recently been giving a lot of thought to irs.
Lillie's .sry-Garcen at Wooas Hole, and we have come up with a
proposed plan of action in which we hope you will take part.

As you know frou your own discussions with the present Pastor
of St., Joseph's and with ithe garden caretaker, there has been
little interest during recent years in preserving (not to mention
improving) the Garden in accordance with its original conception
in the mind and .eart of Mrs., Lillie, Of the 40 Flowers of Our
Lady called fer in the gardem plan, which you sent ua last year,
apparently onb 4 or 5 are still growing., To Qquote Father Galvin's
letter to me of last April 7th: :

". .« « If you saw Woods Hole and the Garden last year, you
saw it aL its poorest (at least in my opinion). Whem I first
discovered it in 1943 there was a much wider variety of Lady
Fjowers growing, All I saw last summer were petunias and
phlox, if I remember rightly!"

Since Ed and I will have seeds, bulbs and plants available
for some 40 varieties of Our Ludy's Flowers, we propose to send
sufficient quantities of these to Woods Hole - at our expense -
for the restoration of the Garden according to its original plan,
Ve .ant to do this_not only out of love for Our Lady's Flowers,
and out of speciahlhffection for Mrs. Lillie's Garden as the source
of our inspiration, - but also because the Woods Hole Garden ceula
very easily turn into a sort of religious gardening shrine, after
our articles ana Garden instructions spread word of it all over
the country for several years,

What we would like you to do is to take whatever steps you
consider best suited to get our seeds sown, our bulbs and plants
planted, anud all of them cared for - in accordance with the
original garden pian,

Our hope 1s that the present caretaker is already engaged
for sufficient time each week so that once he receives our seeds,
bulbs and plants, he can simply go to work on theuw instead of on
petunias and phlox, Incidentally, who pays for the caretaker? iiow
many hours a week is he engaged for? When does his "season" sta t
in the spring and end in the fall?

As for the Pastor of St. Joseph's. . « he already has the
parden on his hands anu shouldn't object to having soweone help
him gratis to do it justice, In fact the possibiligy of its gaining
nitional recognition, of visitors calling, anu even of its becoming
a source of revenue for the Parish, shoulu have an appeal for him.
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The third group to be approached is the parishioners, parish
societies, socalities, etc,. With a little support from the par.sh-
ioners in the form of very little greenhouse anu cold frawe space,
eaTlier blooms coulu be obtained each year for the annuals Ilowers,
andperenniils could be raised apart from the garden and then trans-
planted to it after they have had one or two years' growth,

From my knowledge of your personal ana work circumstances, I
assume that you woulc have time for little more than to visit the
Pustor at St. Joseph's, tell him about us and what we would like 10
uo for the Garuen, and give him a letter similar to the enclosed,
(lhe enclosed is only a tentative draft, anu woula be retyped -
incorporating any revisions you might suggest « on our MARY'C
GALLENS lettephead, which shoulu be ready in a week). Of course,
if you have time to spearheau the projgect a bit among the parish-
ioners, with the blessing of the Pastor, of course, we would be
happy to have you do this. As indicatea on the draft letter to 9
the ‘astor, we would be glad to se¢nc copies of the PERPETUAL
HFLP reprint (which should be available in about a week) - together
with an iotroductory letter, on our le.teriead stationary, telling
about the role the Woods Hoie Garden is about to play nationally =-
to any list of poscibly interested parishioners the Pastor might
suggest,

Pleage let we hear from you in regard to the above, If you
don't have time for a-letter, just Grop me a postal telling that
you will be able to call on the Pastor & check again with the care-
taker (or that you won't be able to), so that we can get ready for
the next move (viz., send you the leiter for the Pastor, or write
one to him directly). I hope you can personalize our approach to
him for us,., 1his type of a,proach always coes 4 lot more, - and
il necessary, you can vouch for our apostolic ana non-commerciai
intentions anu obgectives, 1 would sugsest that the Pastor shoula be
contacted about lFebruary 1lS5th,

Sincerely in Xp,

P.S. What is the name of the rastor of St, Joseph's?




9503 iuleadowbrook La,
Philagelphia 18, Pa.
January 27, 1952

kev, Jawes J., Gulvin, C.S5.R., Editor
PERPLTUAL HELP
Esopusy N. Y,

Lear Father Galvin: ' "

As Ed and I want to see the original varieties of Our Lady's
Flowers restored to the Woods Hole Mary-Garaem . . . badth out of
our affection for it in itself, and also because we aon't want
to disappoint any visitors who might come to see it as a result
of your articles, our Gardens, etc., . . . We are about to take
steps to achieve this obgective.

Our plan is to make seeds, bulbs and plants available (at -
our expense) to the caretaker in tiwe for most effective utiliz-
ation this coming spring anu sumamer. A personalized approach is
to be wace to the Pastor of St. Joseph's by my close personal
friend, Lon Hurford, who 'covers" Woods Hole in the course of
his job as reporter for the weekly FALMOUTH ENTEKPLISE.

It will be pointed out to the Pastor that the investment has
already been uade in the garden property and tower (which, as
you unacoubtedly know, are Church property), that the original
lanuscape garuening plan showing the proper location of the
various Lady-flowers is alreaay at hana (we had photostats made
from the caretaker's copy, borrowed for us by Lon last spring),
that tlie caretaker is already engaged (and might gust as well
care for vur Lady's flowers as phlox and petunias), anac that we
will proviue seeds, bulbs ana plants.

e will further offer to make reprints of "ily Garaemn Prays"
- ana even aimiograph copies of your original "Lillie Tower" -~
available both to the rectory, and also by airect wail to any of
his parishioners who migi.t be interested in seeing the Garden
restored in anticipation of its becoming a possible gardening
"shrine" and who might therefore be moved to uwake available or
obtain frow neighbours the small amount of greenhouse ana cola
frame space required to get the earliest bloows on annuals and
the beal start for biennials and perennials seeds,

I should mention that the caretaker reported to Don last
spring that he was disheartened by the lack of interest shown in
the original conception of the garden, anc that he weuld be glad
to cooperate in wsking a restoration if the proper seeds, plants
and interest were forthcoming. Since Mrs, Lillie is am aged in-
valid (in Chicago all winter) and the Pastor of St., Joseph's
is regularly transferred every several yeare, what is needed is
soue interested, year-round parishioner who will spearhead the
s tewaraship of the Garden. - as you pointed out in "Lillie Tower".
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Now that L4 and I appear, D.V,, to be in this project on a long-
term basis, and can back up thec local effort with our seed pro-
curewent, etc., and love of the work, Don is going to see if he
can locate such a spearhead among the permanent residents. (Al-
though Lon is happy to act as our agent anu go-beiween, he can't
give it the necessary time bk a regular basis himself, &s heiis
overburcened with other responsibilities ana cares, and only gets
to Falmouth once a week or so,) :

The purpose of this letter is to ask your advice as to Rhe
fine points of approaching the Pastor of St. Joseph's. Did you
talk to him about the garcen last su.mer? On the basis of your
knowledge of the situation, would you suggest any variations in
the plan of a%ﬁroach outlined above? Would you - as the original

spearhead of this restoration - care to contact the Pastor din»
rectly yoarself? v U o : 4

Meanwhile our work continues in Philadelphia, Our direct
mail advertising envelopes are half addressed (1,500); and my
wife, Patricia, and sister, Martha, have organized another
"envelppe party" tomorrow afternoon to wrap it up. We've got
Episcopalians, Quakers, Jews......."everybody", working for
Our Lady. _ ~ 2

Incidentally, we've settled on a 2" ad, to be run in the
March and April issues of EXTENSION and in 6 weeks of OUR SUNDAY#
VISITOR - DENVER REGISTER., . . reaching the better part of
2,000,000 Catholiecs, Our advertising agency - which has over
30 nursery and seed house accounts ~ advises us that these two
publications have given the best returns of any Catholi¢ media
on their regular nursery anu seed ads, :

Looking forward to hearing from you as to any ideas ‘you
way have en the restoration of the Woods Hole garden. , .

Cordially’

T T VS
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REV. JAMES J. GALVIN, C.SS.R., EDITOR

February 2 1952

Mr John Stokes Jr
9503 ieadowbrook kane
PHI1LADELPH1A 18 Pa.

Dear Jonn:-

You have me in a dilemma! 1
dont like to let you down,but on the other
hand 1 dont know the new Pastor at Woods
Hole at all. Sincerely, 1 think it ‘best
that you drop him a note explaining your
predicament: you've been advertising his
Lillie Tower and Mary Garden, as the model
Mary Garden in the USA. You're afraid people
vigiting the “ape will be disappointed if
they find notning but pansies and phlox in
the Garden. #nd then your proposition to
supply Lillie Garden with Mary seeds etc..

About the Pastor...l sald 1 do
not know him. You see 1 stay at Falmouth
Heights whenever 1 visit the Cape, and
in the course of a tour may pass thru
Woods Hole for a few minutes in & summer.




Back in 1943 when 1 was stat! .cd in Boston
1 was assigned to help out at “oods Hole

on several week-ends. That was how 1 came
by a knowledge of the tower and garden. (The
pastor at the time was very interested in
the project.)

Just in passing, ads for your MARY GARDENC inc
should be found at Lillie Tower. The pastor
might well purchase 100 sets asa start, and
sell them to visitors next summer. (But dont
mention that in your first letter.)

Woods Hole parish is getting national pub-
licity through PH and your reprints...the
Pastor should know about it....and do some-
thing about it. (1've cont cted the PRIEST
also. . . maybe their Felr v number will
carry sometning about Ms ‘rdens.) .

God prosper you all.

)
v/////{ 4




February 11, 1952

Lev. lhowas J. ¢tapleton, Administirator
Chureh of Lt. Joseph
w0008 liole, Juss.

Lear Keverend Father:

Enclosed herewitlh is a copy of the rFebruary issue of PERPETUAL
HELP Magazine, which features an article, "iy Garden Prays", Dy hev.
Juiwe v Galvin, C.S6.R., Iditor. This article describes a religious
garuening work in which a friend, Ldward A. seTegue, and I have been
engaged for about a year, in our spere tiwe. This work has as iis aim
the restoration of t{o true aignity anc religious sense associated
with gardening in foruwer centuries . . . as in pre-recforuation England.

You will note from the article, and also from the enclosed leaflel,
that we have been profouncly inspired in our work by the original idea
behinu the garuen across the street from S5t. Joseph's. This icea was to
plant a garcen comprised of {lowers which bore nawes honoring ur Lady
in olu popular Inglish tradition . . . flowers which today are popularly
sanown by other asunes. '

Now that the garden of St. Joseph's is gaining public attention as
the wouel .ury-Larven, we woula like to see restored to it the "Lur
Liuy" flowers called for in the original landscape gardener's plauting
scieie . « o in order that any visitérs who way wish to see these
varieties will not be cisappointed. As we have seeds, Dulbs anc plants
for wany of these varieties availauble, we would be happy to send thea
to Loous Hole &t our ex,ense for planting in the gardem . . . assuming
that the cooperution of the caretaker can be obtaiued.

If this plan meets wiih your approval, Mr. Hurford will uiscuss it
with ir. Wheeler, with a view to working out a planting progrea for
this epring.

As we are having 10,000 reprints made of the PERPETUAL HELP article,
we would be glac to send you any nuwber you might like 1o have for your

parishioners, so that they will be informed of uihe recognition being
given their parish garden,

lioping that you find werit in our proposal, I am, ' everenc rather,
kespectfully yours,

John &. Ltokes Jr.




Falmouth, Masse.
65 Palmer Ave., Rear
March 9, 1952

NDear John:

I have good news for you. Yesterday (.aturday) I saw Wilfrid
Wieeler and after twenty mimutes or so of conversation left with
his agreement to cooperate with your and Ed's plan to restore the
Woods Hole Mary's Garden.

An intelligent man of good-will and & professional hortimlt;#st,

Mr. Wheeler listened to my explanation of what you and B4 are doing
and read your first letter to me (on the subject of restoration)
with interest and attemtion.

In answer to the quest ions posed in your letter (written or
rather mailed Jan.28) he supplied the following informationm: He 1is
paid (the exact amount depending on his bill) out of a fund set up
by lirs. Lillie in a Chicago bank for maintenance of the Bell Tower
grounds and garden. On the average he devotes about five or six
hours & week to the garden, starting in April and ending in October.

lle went on to say that he tries to keep the cost of maintenance
low so that there will be emough in reserve left to cover emergency
restorations, as occurred twice in the hurricanes of 1938 and 1944
when the garden was wrecked by the inru sh of water. "The expense
48 now one-half what it used to be," he mentioned at one pointe

Why wesn't the garden kept up according to the original planf
Mr. “heeler explained this at length, in more-of-less the following
terms: The original plan was, to sum up the diffioulty in a nutshell,
too involved (complicated) and therefore too costly to be practical.
The fact is, fram the outset (you recall how on the disgram I sent

you some of the flovers called for were indicated as omitted) the
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architect's layout was not follow: . Too many of the plants called
for were annuals, with the result that the gamds most of the gardem
had to be replanted every year; some of the plants, m.'zoh as Bedstraw,
were too coarse, and not enough consideration had been given to
choosing flowers which mximxmamkiwmewxxkhewm would be in bloom over
a period of weeks.

The first planting of any consequence, which was done in 1935,
cost $500, Mr. W, SB‘S, and to have kept up the garden anything close
to the original design would have been extremely costlye. So, with
the concurrence of lirs. Lillie (Mrs., Wheeler's sister, by the way),
Mr. W. sent ahead with a modified version, a diegrem of which was
posted in the garden until the hurricane took it away in 1944 (I
think it was then). Since themn, fearful of costs and as a result

on Mrse Lillie's part
it seems of lessening interest/in the idea embodied in the garden,
there has been little or no attempt to keep faith with the orighhal
purpose.

But -~ sursum gords — since you are interested Mr. W, says

he is willing to cooperate. The original plan for the garden 1is

too impractical, too costly, but a simplified plen faithful to the
Mary Garden idea could be worked out, and if you will send him
a list of the flowers you have available in seed form he will chose
15 or 20 varieties fran the 40,xm& map out a new scheme of arrangement,
and plant the flowers accordingly this spring. His choiee of flowers
will be governed by what can be grown without too much difficulty and
expense and by the need for haviéng the garden present a colorful
picture to visitors all summer.

Mr. W dismissed as impractical the thought that the assistance
of interested parishioners could be énlisted by having them grow

plants, perhaps, and in this respect I am inclided to agree completely
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as experience has taught me you can't depend on people in such matters
and Xixxix responsibility should not be divided. No, the only sure
way of accomplishing your object is through Mre We, who has the knbw-
ledge, the facilities and who is already being paid to do some kind
of a job at the spot in ’aeation. And, since Mr. W. is agreeable,
what could be better! I smggest therefore tiat you communicate with
him immediately, eending the list and thanking him for his willingness
in the matter. Perhaps later, if it proves highly desirable and yax
you can manage it, you might like to come down in person and work out
some of the details. I told him this was a possibility.

As for Father Stapleton, there's mot much to say. "Objectively,"
as he phrased it, he is all in favor of the {dea of restoring the

since it is a means of honoring the B. V.M.
garden{ But "practioally" he has little to do with it since its
maintenance is entirely outéide the administration of his churech,
He thereofore leaves it entirely up to us to work out with Mr. Wheeler
whatever arrargement we can as best we may. DParenthetically, I might
add that I think he could very well mxmemixm do & little persuasive
pushing in the right direoct ion, afid effect ively, seeing how hé is
pastor, but fundamentally he appears not to be too interested in this
kind of devotion. Anyway, he is not at all antagonistic to the
restoration, so we have that to be grateful for. Ferhaps in time,
he will even warm up to the garden & bit, who shall say otherwise.

Some of the Sge Joseph's parishioners may in time come to ap=-
preciate the garden to the point of offering their services, but
there's not too much tihey can do -~ "too many cooks spoil the broth"
-- and at present nmo one seems to care greatly. IWmslowly distributing
lenflets both in Felmouth and Woods Hole and mxmmmk have had a hal f-
dozen persons comment favorably on the scheme. The Enterprise will

carry a story of the magazine article, impending restoration and the




4.

garden background this week. I'm not writing it, but I shall do
my best to guide its compositions IWforward & copy for your files.

ily apologies for not seeing Mr. Wheeler earlier (I saw Father
S, sbott kimemxmx two or three weekends ago). ?roorast.inat ion was
involved at the outset, then later we had three heavy snow falls
which piled up snow so badly that getting down to see Mr. W. in
Ashumet (an outlying part of Falmouth) was impossible. The road
to Ashumet is dirt and as it was I nearly got stuck in the mud
when I went down yesterday. Anyway I sinceroly;;\?lfe delay on my
end does not prevent your getting started on the spring program

in time to have the flowers for the Garden in time.

% % % % % X

Congratulations to you at on the Wirth of your second

gson snd third child. I hope b ves to become & saint.

God love you all,

Lo
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Mr. “ilfred %Wheeler
Ashumet
Fuelawouth, Lassachusetts

Dear ir. Wheeler:

I was very happy to receive a letter froa idr. Hurford this
week telling of his recent conversation with you and reporting that
you would give favoreble consideratdon to restoring & larger variety
of flowers with "Our Lady" neames w0 wrs. Lillie's woods Hole garcen
if my associate, ur. Mdclague,and I at MARY'S GAMLENS would provide
the necessary seed.

Wwe fully realize that most of the flowers in question were given
tieir "Our Lady" names as they grew individually in the hills and
gales of Ingland, and that they therefore present ceriain problems
in terms of purcen cvesign and continuity of bloom. We are accorcingly
in couplete agreement with your su,gestiom, as reporwd by uJur. nurfora,
that & siagplified plan faithful to the lary-varcen idea be diawn up
waich will incluce 15 or 20 of the wost appropriate varieties and
will also include whatever petunias, phlox, ete. are necessary to
present a colorful picture to visitors all sumaer, As a further thought
we suggest that 1t wight be poseible to reserve several smesller bed
areas where Just a few of the wore Gifficult and expensive varieties
could be grown,

ihe enclosec Booklet which we senc o.t with our seed packels for
le or <o variety "Garceus" lists those varielivs Lo which we are cal-
ling attention this year, For your assisiance in working up a garcen
layout, i have wmarked an (&) beside each variety for which we have
sced, and & () for eacn variety which, according Lo the nureeryaen
we Lsve conlacied, can be purchased this year as ,lants. You will note
tiat the Looklet also gives inforwation as to bloom perdod, etc.,
although [ am sure thaet you have probably gained more knmowledge of
these varieti s as a group through actual experience than any other
one persomn. .r. Hurford wentioned that you have available certain
funds for uhe wsintensuce of the garuem, but we woulo be happy to
contricute up Lo, say, 450.00 worth of plants, in audiivion to the
seedsy lor sowe of ithe more dirficult varieties which you woulcé not
otherwise feel Justifiec in purchasing or growing.
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If it is agreeable to you to pro *h the restoration of
the garden on this basis, we will be ‘mmediately send you
seed and place orders for plante for < eties which you (

select as Deing suitable for including in , .i plans for this
season,

As lr. Hurford no doubt told you, we are receiving a most
rewarding response to our articles and ads, and we are hopeful

of sending out "Gardens" to the better part of 1,000 people this
spring, As you will note under "Inspiration" in the front of the
booklet, we publically aunnounce that our inspiration came from your
Woous llole yaruen (which I read about in an article, "Lillie Tower",
by James J. Galvin, Eaitor, which appeareco in the August, 1946 issue
ol CRlVLAUAL MRLP 5 and which I visited briefly in the summer of
[D50) 5 and we hope that wore people will now visit the garuen each
sner, The ddea of a Jary-Garuen seems to have a universal appeal,
28 we recoive letiers frouw adults and childrenj men and wouwenj
clergy, religious and laityj; and Protestants, Catholics and Jews.

I have never had the pleasure of meeting irs. Lillie myself;
although I called her up on the te.ephone in Chicago about a year
ago, At that time she mentioned that she was not certain just
where her original research papers as to the 500 "Our Lady" flower
naines found in England was. I wonder if you have any knowledge as
to the whereabouts of these papers or of the full liet of names.
Were they perhaps used by the landscape gardeners and horticul-
turalists who worked u, the original Woode Hole garden plan? I
note that the name, LDorothea K. Harrison, Landscape Architect, appears |
at the bottow of the 1935 Planting Plan which you so kindly lent to
me via iir., Hurford last year; but I have been unable to locate such
a persons, . , o I do have the shorter printed list of names, a copy
of which urs. Lillie sent me after I takked to her,

I hope and expect to make a weekend trip to Falwouth ana Woods
Hole this summer, together with Mr., McTague. I will look forward
to making your acquaintance at that time, and to discussing with
you the possibility of drawing up soume sort of, say, "6 year plan"
for the garden,

We are very happy with this unique gardening work, and very
much appreciate your willingness to work towards the restoration
of a larger nuwber of flower varieties to Mrs, Lillies garden . . .
the source of our inspiration,

Looking forward to hearing from you soon, and with thanks, I am,

Sincerely yours,

John S. Stokes Jr,

¢c: ir. Hurford
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Dear Mr. Stokes;

I have been unable to answer your letter maihly
because of 1i1lness and a broken bone in the family.

I enjoyed your letter and the small 1list of plants, 1t 1is
kind of you to want to do something toward restoring the originaj
idea of the Tower garden. During the war it was impossible to
get the pjants and more difficult to get any-help to operate on
the larger scale, the same conditidns as regards jabor is now
even more difficult, there was another thing that we found in
the planting of the great variety of things, that it much
more difficult to keep the garden in color, that 1is of the
things went by qulckly and in order to keep color which seemed to
be more pleasing to the visitors, we had to change the plants
in many cases several times in the summer; thls had something to
do with the declsion by Mrs Lillle to plant the garden with some
thing that had color and kept the place more easily in color.

I appreciate your offer to send us $50.00 of seeds and plants
but this year even if accepted I would not know where to plant
them or care for them, for we are up against the worst labor
situation that we have had in years. "e are going to plant the

Mornine Glories as we used to also Rosemary, Foxglove and several
others.: I hope that you will understand situation we are in.

I do not know where the original papers are, Miss Harrison
had them, you might get some information from her, her present
address is Concord Mass. I hope to see you when you come up

b WOOds HOlK & lstﬁgﬁﬁing you I remain Slncersely
Pelinouled o 0,
AL e

‘4//7 3755 ”ZZAUwa&L)
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March 27, 1952

Mr. John S. Stokes
Mary's Gardens

901 South l7th St.
Philadelphia L3, Pa.

Dear Mr. Stokes:

Recently I recelved from Mrs. Foster Stearns ;
of Hancock, New Hampshire a copy of the "Commonwheel" (PMERA )
contalning a story about your garden. Previously I had
seen an advertlsement and sent for seeds.

At the present time I am gathering together
notes on the Mary Gardens of the Middle Ages, a subject
in which I have been interested since my college days.
Can you tell me who planted the Mary Gardens at Woods
Hole, Mass. and whether or not it is stlll maintained?
I shall also welcome any other information you may have
concerning Mary Gardens 1n other parts of the country.

Sincerely yours,

e
Daniel J. Foley

DJF:LC



April 6, 1962

Mr. Daniel J, Foley, Editor
HOKIICULTURE

300 Massachusetis Avenue
Boston 15, iiassachusetits

Dear ur. rFoley:

Thank you for your valued inquiry concerning MWARY 'S GARLENS.
My associate, ir. Edward A. lcTague, anc I have had wiat we consider
tc be a wonderful response during the thirteen months of our work.
The iary Garden appeals directly Lo the heart, ana people write to
us accordingly. e are especially happy about your interest. m

If you will bear with me, I will set forth our work and our
hopes at some length: both for your information, anc also with the
thought that you could wake some helpful suggestiona. S

First 1 would like to say that MARY'S GARDENS (registered under
the Pennsylvania Fictitious Names Act, March 7th, 1961) is a spare
tiwe, non-comwercial venture . . , @& work of love., It grew out of
an association between ir. dcTague and myself on a teacher-student
basis et £t. Joseph's College Institute of Indusirial helations,
’hiladelphia, where lir. liclague was teaching & course im Postulates
of Lconomice which I attende¢ in the spring of 1949. I had read an
article in the August, 1946, issue of PEKPETUAL HELP wagazine cailed
"Lillie Tower", whick cescribed the ary Garden planted By urs,
Frank k. Lillie of Chicago adjacent to St. Joseph's Church at Woods
Hole, where she spent her suumers. This article mentioned the fact
that wany huncreds of flowers anu plants possessed familiar nawes
recalling Our Lady, in the centurie¢s old popular religious tracition
of pre-reforuation England. irs. Lillie assembled, or had assecabled
for her, a lar.e listing of such names . . . obtained frow Inglish
sources; and from this list some fifty varieties were selected by
her horticultural advisors as being suited for use in the Woods liole
Garcen, which was planted in the 30's, I mentioned this to iMr. McTague
while inspecting sowe warigolus,from his back yard garden in the
fall of 1950; and it was his suggestion that "people would like to
know about this", This was the resl beginning of WAKY'S GAl.i. NS.




It was our thought that the uary-Garden ildea could best be
publicisec and spread and putl into praciice not by planting a garaen
anu telling people about it, and not by aanother Jou malistic effort,
but by use of present-day mepchandising means. Accorcingly, we
unoertook soime horticultural research to determine whether we could
get together some sort of "Garden" Package which we could publicise
and sell, By January of 1951, research into the 0ld names, conducted
with the assistance of liiss Code at the Pennsylvania Horticultural
Society Library; and investigations conducted among established
gardeners such as irs, Edwarc Cheston, and iirs. Edward Garra of the
Ambler School of Horticulture convinced us that we should be able
to go aheac with a 1l0-variety "@aruen" for the 1951 season. With the
help of iir. Kex. D. Pearce, Seecsman, of Moorestown, N. J, we made
a final determination of the 10 varieties, anv then took steps
compose our instruction leafletg&select a suitable prayer to complete
the package, We then conducted a small scale test promotion through
one~-shot acovertising, letter writing, word-of-mouth etc., and achieved
the modest results set forth in the enclosed reprint of the featare
" article of ihe February issue of PERPETUAL HELP, Quantitatively our
results were not very extraordinary (136 Gardens sold), but qualitat-
ively they prompted us to undertake a second season. On the basis of
further research into the old names, we were able to offer a 2b-variety
Garden this year; and also a l2-variety Garden of all annuals, or
biennials-as-annuals. Also, with more time at our disposal we were able
to compose the enclosed l6-page Stewardship Booklet in place of the
Leaflet offered with our last year's lO-variety annuals-perennials
Gargden, Our promotional campaign has been geared to a national basis
this year, and it includes two magazine articles (PERPETUAL HELP (
and AMERICA), the back cover of a religious articles wholesale house
caetalog (Kilner's, Phila.), 3,000 letier direct mail campaign, and
s8ix weeks of national advertising in the Cathodic Press, Over 400
Gardens have been oraered to date, ana we hope to approach 1,000 by the
ena of the season,

The calling of public notice to the "Qur Lady" names of flowers,
however, is not our ultimate objective; it is only a weans to our
broader aim of restoring the prayerful, religious sense and true
dignity to gardening, which it possessed in the ages of faith., Our
constant gare is that the Garden 1lift the heart and wind to contem-
plation of God., We are not "in the seed business". We are not ruled
by "big" sales of the Garcen. And not appealing primarily to the senses,
emotions or iwagination - but to the intellect and heart « we are not
concerned that every flower offer "unbelievable beauty ana riotous
color'y etc.. Also, we are not concernea that a number of Our Lady's
Flowers are perennials and some a bit aifficult. "Our Lacay's Garden"
is not only for those who have a sense for our aim, but alseo for those
who are willing to take the trouble to acquire unacerstanding and to
develop the practical habits of the arts-crafts of horticulture. ‘ihose
who want to '"play", or to throw some seeds in a few scratches in some
clay can buy their zimnias and petunias from the corner super-market,
We recemmend to our "customers" the Parable of the Lower,
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Our seeds are procured from the various growers in this country
and FEurope via. ir. Pearce in bulk quantities, anc we package them
in kraft packets by means of semi-automatic filling and sealing
devices of our own design and construction, The quantities of fill
have been determined on the basis of ur. Pearce 's standard packet
fills, A survey of eight of the largest comuwercial seed houses
disclosed that one had as many as 15 of the 30 varieties for which
we have seed, and the rest had lesser numbers of varieties, down
to a8 miniwum of 9, The commercial seed house quantities of fill
varied greatly, and most were in excess of the Pearce quantities,

As a basis for answering inquiries from our customers, and also
for our own instruction, we have made and are making sowings of seed
unver various conditions - window flats, cold fremes, garceu beds;
saraen soil, loauw~humous-sand, vermiculite; etec. on which we keep
careful logs.#

In general, we have given ourselves three years to become
establislied: lastl year we were testing, this year we are introducing;
anu next year we hope to be established. Another one of our aius is
a 30-year program to get Catholics, who of course mostly live in the
large cities, to gardem. But our progect is not parochial in its -
conception. It's bearing on Catholice is obvious, but it also has
a broacer historical interest in terms of the wedieval monastery
gardens etc,. However, our most fertile soil for the iumecaiatve present
is among Catholics, and our gardens are pouring ou. to heligious,
Clergy, Housewives, Children, etlc.., There are enaless possibilities
of garden clubs, flower shows (how Jjoyous it would be to ®ce a .ary
Garuen in the midst of the Boston, New York & Philadelphia flower
shows sou€e year), publications, competitions, flowers of the taints,
etc., etc,..,

Our most pressing problem for next year is along the lines of
wary Garden plamting plans ana design., The techmical problems of
research, procureuent, packaging, promotion, composition and garden
tencing this year . . . on a spare-time basis (ana with ur, iclague
out of the picture in the hospital for the past month) has seriously
limitea ehe endeavors along these lines. And here is where I hope
you way e able to give us souwe guidance: if not technically, at least
to suitable persons who mixght aid us,

As a group, the Flowers of Our Lady which we have been able to
authenticate anu procure present certain serious limivations from
the viewpoint of harmonious design and continuity of bloom, They assum-
edly mostly acquired their rauwes as they were considered individualily
in the wild state in hill and dale, anu were not selected as a group
for foruzl planting arrangement, 1lhis circumstance sugxests two lines
of thought: 1) the best possible layout using Our Lady's Flowers
exclusively (based on more complete research, which will increase the
number of varieties); and 2) a layout incorporating Our Lady's Flowers
against a background or within a pattern of other sditable varieties.

The experience of iirs, Lillie's garden is pertinent here, (lirs.
Lillie is now & very old woman and an invalide. I telephoned her
long distance at her howe in Chicago last spring for clues as to the
whereabouts of her original research, the did not know where it was,
although I'm still on its trail, the sent we a shorter printed list
of some fifty varieties, most of which were uncovereu by my own
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independent re: ch, and are listed in the £tlewardship Booklet déncloseo
with this letter.) Mre. Lillie hiiployed a landscape garaener to wake
her original garcen layout, and a planting was made accordingly about |
1935, However, it was necessary 10 change wmny of the plants several
tiwes a sumwer to retain an "attractive, colorful appearance" all suuwer
long; and after the planting was largely desiroyed by a Cape CoG hur-
ricane in the fortiies, restoration was made on a petunia, phlox basis,
which was the status of the planting wlen I visited the garuen brielly
during August of 1950, (ily visit was nevertheless a deep inspiration,

as the statue of vur Lady 8till remained the central theme to which

the beds were subordinated; and there is also an ola medieval bell
tower to the right of the garden which has been excellently executed),

I have since been in contact with the pastor ("administretor") of

St. Joseph's Church, the Caretaker &and others thoough a perscnal

friena on the staff of the lFalwouth weekly ENT! "PKHISE « » o offering

to give them seeds and plants and to work out a several years' plan

of restorstion along the lines of the original conception behind the
sarden, 1o date I've had little success (other than to have five or

six of the easier varietics restored) , . o the main obyection being

on the part of the caretaker, with .espect to the "trouble" involvea

in mwaking anc waintaining such a restoration,

Actually, what it cowes to, in my opinion, is this: urs. Lillie
had the idea, but had Lo depenu on others to execute it (cue to her
fairly advancec age, even at the tiwe the original planting was mace).
Lhne employed a landscape garaener for design, a sculptor for art work,
ana a horticulturalist (anu relative by marriage) for waintenance. In
agdit.on to this, she was absent from Woods Hole every winter due w (
her resicdence in Chicago, and also, probably, part of every sumnwer
through travel, etc.. What has been missing, as Father Galvin pointed
out in his 1946 article about the garden, is a ﬁ;g!;gg;ggggg%ggg" of
the type no doubt found in the momastery Mary-Gardens. Just from my
own first approximations, I have faith that all the probleus set forth

above will melt away before the loving caretaker . . . in Woods Liole
or anywhere else. (Just give me anoiher year or 8o in wy own uLack yard).

You can see from the foregoing, Mr. Foley, whfy we woula be so
happy to receive your letter which discloses, in aduition to your
horticultural stature, an interest in the medieval Mary-Garden since
your college days, We woulc Le most grateful if you could help us in
this matter of Marysgaruen designj and it occurs to us that out of
our work an interesting article might develop for HORTICULTURL . . .
written by, say, you or Miss Tegtmeier. (At this point I can't help
bul go on record as saying what a Jjoy your December, 1951, isesue brought
to iir, scTague and myself: your remarks on "Peace in a Garven"; iliss
legtmeier's "Plants wake it Christmas"; the articles on hosewary ano
the Christmas lose; ancu the wention of an 0ld prayer on the cover of
one ol the garuen club yearbooks. Two thoughts here: our WAKY'S GARLEN
notto aight be, "Plants .ake it Christenaum"; and, we wrote Ulhe Garden
Club mentionea anu were interestea that by coinciuence they had selectec

»oouse on thelir cover tLhe same prayer we inclucded in Our lLady 's Garden,

Anotlher of our weak points is the very question of research as to
Lhe mature ol the medievul llary-Garden., 1he secular sources available (
to us in the local libraries are highly selective and, I suspect,
pregudicial in their portra,al of medieval gardening . . . disclosing
little of the love, devotion and meaning associated with it. From them
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one woulu receive the erroneous impression: 1) that the gardens were
were tended by monks who, although they somehow preserved a modicum of
horticultural technique, were illiterate and in ignorance of inductive
science, ano therefore had little w offer which would be of value to
modern man; ana £) that the medieval herbals were wriiten by formal-
istic "copiest" monks who progressively corrupted the "pure" ancient
lioman end Greek herbals until their comtempenhad little correspondence
to what was growing in the gardens and fielas. This sad state of
affairs was supposedly finally remedied by the naturalistic spirit of
the Henaissance, Arab science, etc. which promptec wen: &) to turn

to the uncorrupted classical sources; and b) to take a new look at the
plants thewnselves,

- While there is undoubtedly some truth to the foregoing, there
obviously is a much more sublime truth about both tho-toehnical and
devotional aspects of medieval gardening which is entirely missed,

We would be most appreciative of any clues you could give us along
these lines also. No doubt you've been able to pick up & great deal
more infosmuation since your college days than we have in one year,

I wrote to iirs. Foster Stearns on this last matter, incidentally.

fhe gave me some very valuable little gems, ‘but not the broad, compre-
hensive sort of material I hope exists, '

€0 . . . here is our whole proposition wide-open for your
examination, If you would be interested in 1ook1n§ into the Wooas
Hole situazéga, I woulc be glad to arrange for my friend in Faluwouth
to introcu 0 the caretaker at the garden or at his home. Whether
it is possible to "move in" on this garden, [ don't know. It's
somewhat of & delicate matiter due to the family relationship between
the caretaker and lirs. Lillie. (irs. Lillie “"gave him permission"
etec. to settle for petunias ana phlox), In any case, you'd probably
want to see it; and I can send you a photostatic copy of the original
layout. (I have a photostatic negative, ana will get positive made
for you next week).

I hope you haven't been sunk by the weight of this letter; but
I wantec to give you the whole picture.

Thanks again for your letter. I hope sowething comes of this
corresponcence, and I'w sure it will, Just puttimg all this down in
writing has caone something for ue,

Wwith pest wishes to you, in which ir.McTague Joins we, I am,
for MAKY 'S GAKLENS,

Sincerely yours,

John . Stokea Jr.




April 5, 19s5g

kilse Dorothea K, Harrison, Laddscape Architect
Concord, iassachusetts

Lear uMiss Harrison: re: Garden of our Lady, Comm, Ho. 3.

For the past year a friend, Edward A, licTague, and I have been
engaged in a religious gardening project, MARY'S GARLENS, which re-
ceived its initial inspiration from the idea behind ire. Lillie's
garden at %oods Hole . . + 88 described in a magazine article: "Lillie
TO'O!‘", w Rev, James Je G&].Vin. CoSSoR-’ Ediwr’ Pmpmb m’

946

The enclosed booklet, prayer, seed packet and reprints set forth
the nature of the project and our first year's experience. Thus year
We are moving ahead on a much larger scale, MARY 'S GAKUENS, incident-

In response to our mail inquiry, ur. wilfred Wheeler, Lillie
Garden caretaker lent Us your plans for the 1935 revised planting
plan (No. 2); ana Just this week he g8vVe us your address in Concord.

The purpose of this letter is to inquire whether you have or
know the whereabouts of a copy of the original 1list of some 600
flowers zna names compiled by and for Mrs, iillie from English
Sources, which was used ag & basis for selecting the varieties finally
included in your planting plan. I mage @ similar request of Mrs, Lillie
by telephone from Philadelphia last spring, but she informed e that
due to her advanced age, etc, she had lost track of this 1ist ., , ,
although she dic send we several copies of the shorter list of 100 or
80 names, - a good number of which are also incluced in your plan,

The iwportance of the larger 1ist to our project is evident, as
we have not been in a Position to go to English sources as urs, Lillie
did. If you have or can gain access 1o a copy of it, we would gladly
8lanc the expense or fee of having another Copy made from it - together
with any notes as to éources, etc. - for our files. If you donmot have




2.

You are no doubt informed of the fact that the original garden
planting was washed away by one of the Cape Cod hurricanes in the
early '40's, anc that restoration was made largely om a petunia and (
phlox basis. ir. Wheeler has advised me that the original idea behind
the garuen was allowed to slip back into oblivion for a combination
of reasons: viz,, Gifficulty in obtaining seed anc plants for soume
of the rarer varieties during the war; interest in a pleasing appear-
ance anc continuity of bloom, with a minimum of waintenance, rather
than in execution of the original conce,tionj higher labor cost of
waintaining the rarer varieties; etc., liowcver, he has agreed, as a
result of our interest, to restore five or six of the easier-to-grow
varieties this spring.

It is our hope that we can locate sc.cone in the F.lamouth-Wooas
Hole area who would be interested in suppylementing Mr. Wheeler's .
work on a "loving caretaker" basis, so that over a period of several
years a larger number of the original warieties could be restored . . .
while still inclucing other supplementary varieties, as needed, for
decorative background,

For our part, we are endeavoring to interest various competent
persons to help us in drawing up some smaller planting plans in-
corporating the varietics lieted in our Stewardship Booklet. In any
printec waterials whiclL we make available on this aspect of our
MARY 'S GARLENS, we will of course give credit and thanks to you in
connection with your plan for wre. Lillie's garden . . . Jusi as
we have acknowl.edged urs. Lillie's garden itself as the source of
our inspiration, in the the page of our present booklet marked
"Inspiration", (

We woula be most deeply appreciative if you coula extend us the
favor of an early reply in regard to the foregoing; anu we woula of

course also Le interested in any information of & general sort you
could give us about "Lillie Garuen", For WAKY'S GARDENS, I am,

¢incerely yoprs,

John &, Stokes Jr,



DOROTHEA KATHARINE HARRISON + Landscape Architect - 77 MAIN STREET - CONCORD : MASSACHUSETT
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Mr. John S. Stokes, Jr. April 1061952,
901 §outh 47th Street "
Philadelphia, Pennsy lvaniae

Dear Mr. Stokes: , - S
Phis 1s in answer to your letter of #April 5 ine
guiring further about the garden which I designed for Mrse Frank
R. Lillie, the Garden of Sur Lady at St. Joseph's Chureh, Y“oods

Hola, Mass,

Mras. Lillle orignally commissioned me to design this garden in
1933 and I worked over it for five years., It was to be a setting
for the sculpture of Our Lady by V.M.S. H annell. Mrs. Lillie had
been collecting some religious names of plants and wanted to use
such plants in the garden, I might add that Mrs., Lillie was pr#émari-
1y Interested in the names and was not really a gardener herselfe
I think that is shown by the fact that in her garden lists she insis-
ted on using what she called "faniliar names" opposite the religious
names of the plants to explain them instead of the Latin names,

Now as you probaly know there is nothing more uncertain than
the common names of plants, they vary as to locality and time. Ag
a matter of fact the religilous names of plants are just another
common name glven to plants, Many of these have not gone out of
use such as Lady Fern, St. John's Wort, Lady's Tresses, Star-ofe

Bethlehem, Jerusalem Cross, Madonua Ll .

Then Mrs. L1111e had a friend, Mrse Alfred Emerson, 5554 Kenw
wood Avenue, Ghiecago, I1linois, who was working on a book "Religious
Symbolism in Plants"e I saw this work in manuscript and out of the
whole lot of names got only 31 plants that were useful for the garda«
I do not know whether 1t was ever publishod.ou 20 heay es for Ovelad

Tn addition I did some reading on my own and added names that
I knew of. Ior instance I see that you put down Aconitum napelluse
Mary's Slipnere I do not know where you found that nmme but a
friend of mine who had travelled in Canada sald that the French
Canadians called the blue and white variety Aconlitum napellus bicolor
Mary's “lipperss

Where did you get the figure 600 names of plants? I am_sur
that there might have been that many named for Mary 1n alﬁ‘Sut the
religlous names,that Mrs. Emerson hadgcovered all types o religious

names such as piants named for saints Saint George s Herb, St. Bruno
Lily (thls latter now in common usejde

To go back to Mra. Lillle and the gardene At first she
wanted as many different plants as possible used although I told
her that many were very Insl gnifieant looking and were just roadside
weeds or posaibly used as medical herba and would not look like much
1in the gardene %130 that someone that knew a great deal about plante
and loved them wonld have to take eare of 1t so that one would not
ornwd the of her outy a1l the first plan had some forty different
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plants in it. Then Mrs. Lillie realized that it could not be kept (
up so easily and I made a simplified plan which you sawpthe 1935 vere
sione One of the nice effects was a simple wood arch ( made by slantin
off the corners of a rectangle and planting one side with a neavenly
Rlue Morning-glory, which the Mexicans call the Mantle of Bur Lady,
because 1t 1s blue and white, I suppose, and the other side with
Virgints “ower, Elematis virginiena.

I had rather hoped that it would be possible to get the ledies!
gui1ld of the church, I am sure every church has one, to take care of
the garden but I did not succeed in so doing. Father MeClellan,
who was the pastor there when the¢ garden was bullt and interested 1n
horticulture, died not long &fter it was madee

Just ls4t week I heard from Miss Jean fucker of the Catholic Free
Press in Worcester that you and a friend of yours had seen the gerden
and had started this Mary's Gardens movement. I am interested that
you received the 1dea from the Woods Hole Garden and I hope that you
will not mind if I ask you a question and give you a friendly word
of warninge

How much do you know about gardening? H ave you an extensive
knowledge of plants? If you do send around names of plants and
seeds all over the country and world I would suggest that you stick
to good garden flowers and avold those that might be pestiferous
weedse I should thimk that you might get some help from the Penn-
sylvania Horticultural Society in checking over the list or they
would know who coulde The thing that brought this to mind was your
tnclusion of Our Lady's Thistle, 81lybum marienum, I had that on
the first garden plan but not on the one for 1935 eand I do not know
that we ever planted it. I see that 1s 1s used as food in furope
11ke the eardoon esnd also that it has escaped in California. Now
I ahould think that might be a weed if it escaped 1n irrigated land
along the irrigation ditches but I don't know.

Thank you for sending me the printed matter about the Mary's
Gardens. One thing I would like to correct., Jhe religious names
of the plants used were not all finglish and we did not get all the
nlants from Fnglande I believe we used a few packets of Sytton's

send® Oone years 1s was all,no plants came from there. his is
in correction of statement in My Garden Prayg in the paragraph
atarting"Joln Stokeses .« "o Almo—mmmny of these relliglious names
eanrcinlly the mediaeval ones might have been very loeal, there were

few people that read and no garden magazines. All these names are

v no means medlaeval for 1nstance Assumpion Lily, Hosta plantaginea.
hat 18 a plant that was Introduced from eastern Asia either in the
end of the 18th century or the beginning of the 19the I Just happened
to know the common name Assumfflon Lily for it and agded it to the
1iste I haven't andidea where I first heard 1t. hat is the fascina.
tion about these namese That name probably came about because 1t is
often in bloom around Assumption Daye

Here 1s a suggestion rather than relying entirely on all the
01d names many of which cover weeds why not pick out the be§f=garden
plagﬁgﬂ ,Then when you send out your gardmpackets ask the roiipienta
to Send back any religlous names of plants that they kmow of< N that
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vay T aheonlad think that you might find many names that never get into
nrinte

m eloalng 1 wonld like to add that Mrs. Li1llie was interested in
encouraging good relliglious art by contemporary artists and that this
garden was desipmed to provide a setting for such a plese of sculpw
ture. JThis sculpture of Our Lady was designed for concrete and so
mekgle that it wovld shed the raln and so stand the winter's frosts,
I always felt it had a true religious feeling and so was good art

as well,

Besidex the sources mentioned above I consulted various books most

of which were written in the end of the 19th and beginning of the 20th
centuries when there was a great interest in England especially in
mediaeval times and folklore. I list them belowe :

THISTLETON#DYER, T.F. The Folkelore of plants. Londdh 1889, “hattom
Winduse Ch. XIX Sacred Plantse ~

FRIBNA, THE REVEREND HILDERID, F.L.S. Flowers & Flower Lore.
London, 1886, Swan, Sonnemschein, leBas & Lowrey. Ch. IIT The Virge
ins's Bower,

FLOWER LORE, The Teachings of flowerd, histopical, legendary,
Poetical & symbolieal Belfast, McCaw, Stevens & Orr, Linenhall
‘orks. No duthor given, purchased by the Mass., Horticultural Soclety
in 1899¢ Ch. I Yacred plants of the monkse

FOLKARD, RICHARD, Plant lore, legends, and lyrie§, embracing the
myths, traditions, superstitionse& folkwlore of the plantkingdom.
TLondon, Sampson Low, Marston & “Y0. 2nd ed. 1892,

SKINNER, CHAS. M. , Myths & legends of flowers, trees, fruits, &
Plants Lippincott 1925,

FORSTER T. THE perennial calndar and companion to the almanae,
London 1824, One or more saints for every day &4 appropriate flower.

Rohde, Hleanor Sinclair, Gardencraft in the Bible and other essayse
London 1927, Herbert Jenkins, LTD.

BRENCHLEY, WTNIFRED E., Weeds of farmland, London 1928, Longmans,
Greens Che XIIT Popular and local names of weedse

It was only possible to glean a few plants here and there that,
were useful for the garden. fJhen there are the duplications Ladys
¥1lipper being used for a number of plants as well as Lady's Tresses,
I wonld always pilck out the plant th& wo'ld really grow easily in
the garden as you wish to reach many and not only the trained hortie
culturiste

T think you have chosen quite well in the lists for the Steward.-
ship pamphlet. It might be helpfut to make eut a list for a dry
sinny place, and for a shady place.

Perhaps some of these sugrgstions will prove helpfuls

Sincere yours, v
C:::>’§é§£ﬁ4z k:..&%ﬂkfvxh¢4u1////’—
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P«.S. This letter 1s getting rather long but I wish to add that I
appreciate that you plan to give credit to me and Mrs., Lillie
in any connection with my plane

One more source of names in current use are varlety names of plants.
en I planted 1t originally I put in several roses. One was a moe
dern hybrid tea called Innocence, wiich is I believs a single white,
Then twoold=fashiohed roses which were carried by Bobbink and Atkins,
ast Rutherford, New Jersey, Rosa centifolia Vierge de Clery, and
osa gallica Rosa Mundi, '

I still am puzzled about this list of 600 names of flowers
which you say was compiled by ami for Mrs, I1l1ie from English
sourcese Who told you about that? Mrs. Emerson's list was
quite lengthy as I remember it but it had all kinds of religious
names not only those in connection with Mary. I picked out
twenty names from herf 1list in connection with Mary and 31 in all
that were useable., Melissa officinalis has several names it 1@
known as Sweet Mary, Costmgry and the Pubitans, who brought 1t
to New England, called it Bible l af because it made such a good
bookmarke DKH

&w\m osuin Qpofet g -E‘MMM~



May 15, 1962

i{iss Dorothea XK. Harrison
77 ain Street
Coneord, iiass.

Dear iiiss Harrison:

Since last writing you I have exchanged two letiers with ur.
kwerson, in Chicago, with the result that he has agreed to try to
find time Vo look through iMrs. Emerson's research papers, which are
stored in his attie, for some clues &8s to the more complete list of
flower names referred to at the bottom of Mrs. Lillie's shorcer
printedclist,

I have also written again to lrs, Lillie, asking if someone in
her household wight be able to locate her lists, correspondence files,
etc, on vue subgect,

If we have any success, we'll let you know,

Also, since writing you, we have received copies of iiss Jean
Tucker's article, which we liked very much, although we notice that
the Father Galwin "uyth" of flowers imported from England is perpetu-
atec. Wwe especially rejoiced over the excellent photo of the central
bed and statue which was reproduced with the article. As iiss Tucker
inforws us that the original photo was lent to her by you, I am
writing if it would be possible for us to borrow this same photo
for use in a mid-season wailing we are sending out to our list of
1,000 or so "Mary-Gardeners". This mmiling would consist of a reprint
of another article on our project, "Be A Mary-Gardener" by Frmnk
Nieset, on one side of an 1ll"xl4" sheet, anc a message from us on
the otier s.Ce, including your garden photo, with credits, and a
request that photos, sketches, ideas, suggestions, complaints, ete,
be sant to us so t.at we can do a better job next year, Your photo
of the statue and the central bed planting would be a true inspiration
to all Mary-Cardeners. (Our photo of thec central bed, taken in August,
1950, showe up the statue in much darker tone, does not have the
Virgin's liower - Our Lady's Mantle trellice, and reveals only
petunias and phlox,)If you send us the photo, I woula appreciate
your icentifying the bloows shown. From the poor newspaper reproduction
[ Lelicve [ recognize,in acuition to the fiowers wentidoned above,
lris, iracescantia, Maconna Lily . . . as ~ell us two or three other
inuistinct varieties.




Another thought which comes to our minds is this: Would you
Le interestea in writing up Mrs. Lillie's project from a technical,
horticultural, landscape urchitecture viewpoint? (Or perhaps you
alreaay have,.,) In the five years you spent on the project you must
have gained great experience in connection with bloom color, season
anue duration; sun-shade, soil and moisture requirements etc, of the
various varieties which would be interesting and helpful to others,
Also, even to the established horticulturalist, I would think that
the problem of using flowers seleccted on the basis of their historical
nawes and symbolisms, etc., as the matferials to be incorporated in
@ harmonious design and layout would present an interesting challange.

There are a num.er of possible uses for such an article, ranging
all the way from submitting it to a magazine such as HOR{ICULTURE, to
publication in the Catholic Press, to mimiographing for distribution
by us. Lir. Daniel F. Foley, Editor of HORTICULTURE, is one of our
"customers", and some time ago he wrote us telling of his interest
in the mecleval Marys@ardens "eince his college days" and asking for
complete inforwation about lMrs, Lillie's garden and our project., (I
am sending him a cupy of wiss Tucker's article this week). We would
be happy to read over any draft you might prepare of such an articke
and umeke sugg-stions, etc., if you wished,

From my own two year's buck yard experience with some si
varieties I have accumulated and am accumulating a wealth of carefully
recorvec Qzta as Lo bloom period, e¢lc, a8 well as to geruinationyg
anu alreagy 1 can see var.ous devices for obtaining continuity of
Lloom without eny changing o1 plants in mic season. I have in mind (

builuing tle basie cesiyn around the long bloomers, and then having
separcte Lous which bloom wore or less in succession, suah that at
“ny piven Lioe, in adaition to the historical interest in the plants,

Lhere is au over-all pleasing appearance anc also several individual
beds which are more or less compleiely in bloom. In my garcen, for
example, the primary axis (leading from steps from the house to a
w&roen seal with arbor) anu the secondary axis (leauing from a yard
area 10 a rouna pool) are both flagstone paths forming a croes.

the arws of the oross are borvered by £ ft. high English Loxwood
which in turn are the Lorders for two sides each of four beds. The
boxwood is highrenough so that a8 you walk around the oross you oniy
8ee one bea al a tiwe, but always in relation to the pool, which is
kept in color all season. (There is also another long bed to the
side of the cross opposite the yard area), In other words you don't
see the entire garden all atvonce, but piecemeal and gradually as you
enter ana walk through. And of course the route by whieh you walk
through with visitors is varied to give best attention to whatever is
in bloom.

i o [ 44, 18 agreeable to you to lend us:
the photo, we would appreciate your
sending it to us at an early; date so that

e | we can get under way with our mid-season
(o mailing piece. Thanks again for the in-

formaton you have given us. For MARY'S |
o GARLENS, I am,

G £incerely yours,

w e % ﬁ‘:r-" - !JOhn EJ. f:aLOKQ. Ulro




Falmouth Enterurise

Friday, May 16, 1952

Bell Tower Has |
[ |
Garden Dedicated |
To Virgin Mary
Beside Woods Hole’s familiar'
bell tower on. Millfield street is
a small statue of St. Margaret,
patron saint of gardens.
St. Margaret looks down upon !
a distinctive and beautiful gar-
den, dedicated to the Virgin|
Mary. On .a quiet summer day |
the benches adjoining the gar-|
den are a source of delight for |
year-round and summer resi-
dents alike. Over the trimmed
hedge of Rosa Rugosa can be
seen the smooth water of Eel|

pond and within the garden it-
self are blue and white patterns

formed by flowers planted by
Wilfrid Wheeler of Ashumet.

This garden, believed to be |

the first in the United States

dedicated to Mary, is maintained |
by a fund given by Mrs. Frank R. !

Lillie, also donor of the bell tow-
er.

It was made after the cen-
turies-old fashion of pre-Re-
formation England. In those
days more than 500 flowers bore
names honoring the Virgin
First Full Planting

First full planting of the gar-
den. built on marshiand owned
by St. Joseph's church, was In
1936. Flowers used were those
bearing Catholic names—Lady-
smock, Mary-gold, Rosemary,

Lady Slipper. It was designed decided to simplify the gagden,
in the shape of a cross, marked |planting flowers which would
off by small stones. At the cen- |preserve the beauty but néduce
ter of the crucifix is a statue of |the cost and care necesssary. |
the Virgin Mary. Petunias, marigalds and agera-
Along the street side of the |tum were planted. These flesvers,
garden was a magnificent dou_BE.m bardy and less costly, have
hedge grown on a Virginia es- been growing #m the garden
tate. Background cedar, EHKT.EQW then, tended by Mr. Wheel-
and privet enclosed the garden. er. The expense js about half |
It was costly and difficult to|What it used to be.
preserve the Mary’s garden.| Recently, two Philadelphians.
| Most of the plants were annuals | heard of the Woods Hole gar-
iand had to be replanted each |den and began a project to plant |
'year. Some were not  ablé ‘to!Mary gardens aH over the coun- “
_mnoﬂ satisfactorily in the soil.!try, using the original religious
|Many of the flowers bloomed  names. They now hope to pro- |
onily for short periods each !vide, at their own expense, seeds,
year. bulbs and plants for restora-
When the 1938 hurricane tion of the Woods Hole garden
'swept through the garden, de-|to its original planting. j
| positing a boat and boathouse
against the bell tower, the gar- |
den was devastated. The box|
hedge was destroyed and ﬂmmw
later replaced by yew. |
During the war years it was/




June £8, 1962

Wiss Dorothea ... Harrison
77 ain Street
Concord, ikss.

Lear Miss Harrison:

lbanks very much for your mnote of the 24th, which I especially
agpreciate in view of your labor troubles and rccent illness. I
hope that you are now feeling better, and that with the spring planting
season behind you the pressure for labor will let up.

Despite the aforementioned circumstances, I am writing to tell
you of a visit Mr. McTague and I plan to mamke to Cape Cod and Boston
on the weekend of July lzth and 1l3th. The iamediate, practical t‘gt.u-mau
of the trip is to visit Lillie Gardem, to become acquainted wi
rather Stapleton, Administrawr of St. Joseph's, and to see what we
way be able to do to get ir. Wheeler (who also has labor problews)
to begin somsort of restoration of the Garden according to your plan.

However, we hope th:l we may also extend the trip so that we may
be able to visit you, Mr. Foley, irs. Foster Stearns (Ed. THE HERBARIST)
and rather Galvin (who gave us our first good publieity) while we are
in the ikssachusetts area. Ve expect to spend Saturday mnight (July 12th)
at Nahant and could drop by Concord late Sunday morning or early
Cunday afternoon if you could give us an hour of your tiwe. Or, better
still, if you are in the Wwoods Hole area on Saturday the llth we could
meet at Lillie Garden. Ve expect to be at the Garden in tne morning,
then invite any of our friends who may be able to cowe to Jjoin us for
luncheon, &anc lhen return to the Gurden in the afternoon.

After so much correspondence, we sincerely hope we can meet face-to
face with those intimately associated with or interested in lrs. Lillie'
sarven or MARY 'S GARDENS. And we especially hope that we can become
better acquainted with you. In view of the pressure under which you
have been operating, we realize that it's probably out of the question
for us to even mention Woods Hole; but if by any chance you want to
communicate with we at the last minute, I can be reached on Friday the
1llth e¢/o ur. Don Hurford, 66 Palmer Ave., rear, Falmouth, iass..

Sincerely,

O.5. - L am ule wnhy Pis, Toser,



DOROTHEA KATHARINE HARRISON . Landscape Architect + 77 MAIN STREET . CONCORD . MASSACHUSETTS
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June 28, 1968

Mr. Daniel J. Foley, Editor

HORTICULTURE ok
300 Mmssachusetts Ave, = : ;

Boston 16, Massachusetiis iy

Lear Mr. Foley:

On the weekend of July 1l2th and 13th Mr. McTague and I plent
to be in Woods Hole and Boston for the purpose of visiuing ire.
Lillie's Mary-Garden and making the acquaintance of several people
in the imssachusetts area who have been intimately acsociated with or
interested in urs. Lillie's Garden.

On Esaturday the 12th we will be in Woode Hole attending to the
practical tasks of our trip: namely, seeing what steps can be teken
10 restore to Mrs. Lillie's garden the Flowers of Our Lady called
for in uiss Harrison's original plenting plan., Sunday wmorning and early
afternoon we will be in the Boston area making severul visits.

I am writing to ask if there is any chance that we could pay yeou
& brief vieit on Sunday, if you are in the bBoston area at that time,
Ur, better s8till, if you are in the Woods Hole area on Saturday,
perhaps we could meet you &l the Garcem, and oould have you as our
suest at luncheon, >

We are writing & number of jeople of our plans, including iire.
Foster Stearnsj Miss Harrison; Mise Tucker (who wrote the Worcester,
CATHOLIC FREE PRESS article I sent you); kr. Vheeler (Garden care~-
taker, and Mrs, Lillie's brother-in-law); and Father Stapletom (
Administrator of £t., Joseph's Church in Voods Hole). Ve are also
writing to several Catholic editors who have done so much for us:
Father Galvin of PERPETUAL HELPj Father Gardiner of AMEKICA; and
Fat. er Cheerin of THE CATHOLIC WORLD. How many, if eny, of theee
people can meet ue in Woods Hole we of course can't tell on such
short notice; but we're making the trip anyway for the purpose
mentioned above, and we Just can't gel the vision out of our ainds
of how nice it would be if some or &ll of those mentioned above
could’meet at the garden,

day I hear from you? I can be reached Friday night, July 1llth,
c¢/o ir. Dov Hurford, 66 Palmer Ave. (rear), Falmouth, lses.

CONi& l]”




June £9, 1862

Mr. Wilfred Vheeler
Aphumet 'arm

KeFoDe 1

Felmouth, liass.

Dear lir. Wheeler:

On Saturvay, July l2th, my MARY'S GARDENS associate, lr. Melague,
&na 1): plan to visit urs. Lillie's Garden (which iur. McTague hae never
seen).

ir. uJelague and I would be most happy if you could meet us at
the Garcen in the mpening end join us for luncheon, 8o that we can
wake your persolul acguaintance and learnm first hand about the history
of tbe Laruen, which has been the inspiratdon for our work. Also,
while recognizing the exisience of labor problems and the difficult
cultural characteristics of some of the flowers called for in uhe
original plan, we woulu like to discuss too the poseibility of restorig
more of the acditional varieties over the next few years.

We are writing ir. Hurford, Miss Harrison and Father Stapleton
of our plarmed vieit . . . and also a half dozen religious ana garcenin,
magsazine cuitors who have been interested in our work. On such shori
notice probably few, if any, of them can join us at the Gardén om
Saturday the 12th; but we have written them just in case they happen
to be near to Woods Hole on that date, ,

The wain purpose of our trip remains to see the Garuen and to
meet you., We sincerely hope you will be able to give us some of your
time on the lith, May we hear from you? (Incidentally, if you should
wish to comuunicate with us at the last moment, you coulc send us a
messsge c¢/o lir. Hurforé at the INTIRPRISE or at his home, 66 Palmer
Ave., rear, Falmouth . . . where we expect to call after supper on
Friday, July 1lth,)

Cordially,



Horticultural Service Che Cimerican Holly, Our Most Beautiful Fruits and Vegetables

Hardy Native Plants Broad-Leaved 3fan)y 8verqreen Cree Tuberous Begonias
ASHWUMIET IFAIRM
Telephone ON CAPE COD Express and Freight
bt FALMOUTH * R.F.D. | * MASSACHUSETTS Falmouth
July 3 1952

Dear Mr. Stokes;

Your letter received for which I thank you.
I will be able to meet you at the garden late in the morning, but
as for luncheon I am not sure at this time as Saturday 1s a bad
day for me in some ways, I will however hope to be able to do so.

I doubt Af any of the othere can come at this time for unlese
they are staying in Falmouth the travel on Saturday 1s bad.

I am not at all sure just what Mre Lillie has planned for the--
future of the garden, but I hope to see her soon and wlll ask her
more about it, I have a feeling that she wants 1t kept much as
ih now 1is .

Looking forward to seelng y u I am

Wilfri heeler



June 29, 1962

Fev. Thomas J. ¢ tapleton, Administrator
Church of ©t. Joseph
Woods lole, Mass.

Dear Heverend Father:

On Saturday, July llth, Wr, McTague and I plan to visitv Woods
Hole to see irs. Lillie's garden acrose the street fpom St. Joseph's
. « « the inspiration for MARY'S GARDENS.

We are writing Mr. Whheler, with whom we have exchanged several
letters this spring, informing him of our plamned visit, and we hope
he will be able to meet us at the gardem Saturday morning to discuss
the history of the Garden and the possibility of restoring a larger
pumber of the Flowers of Our Lady ca.led for in the original landscape
architect's planting plam,

We of course are looking forward to making your lpqnamumd
at this time, and, if it would be convenient, we wou happy to have
you, Mr. Wheeler and ir. Hurford as our guesis at luncheon on Saturday.

On the chance that some of our friends who have been intimately
connected with or interested in Mrs. Lillie's garden and/or MARY'S
GAK! LNS might be in the Boston - Cape Cod area on the 12th, we hawe
written a vumber of them telling of our plans and as them to
Join us aiso., Among these are Fatlier Galvin (PERPETUAL 0, Father
Cardiner (ALERICA), Father Sheerin (CATHOLIC WORLDY, Wr. Danlel Foley
(HOKTICULTUHEQ, Mrs. Foster Stearns (THE HERBARIST), Miss Jeau Tugker
(worcester CATHOLIC FREL PHESS) . . . and also iMiss Harrieon, the la: .d~
scape architect who worked out the original garden plans for ire. Lilli:
On such short notice, and summer plans being wiat they are, we of cours:
can't tell how many, if any, of these people can join us. As stated
above, the immediate purpose of the trip is to visit you, Mr, Wheeler
and the garden. If some of the others can Jjoin us, 80 much the better,

We sincerely hope that you will be in W%oods Hole on faturday the
12th. iay we hear from you? (Incidentally, a last minute cowmunication
will roach we c¢/o Mr. Hurford, 65 Palmer Ave., rear, Falmouth).

Kespectfully yours,
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MARY'S GARDENS. JOURNAL of John S. Stokes Jr.

and Falmouth

Selected entries on July 12, 1952 meetine in Woods Hole/of Edward A. G. McTacue and
John S, Stokes Jr. with Rev. Thomas J. Stapleton, Wilfred Wheeler, Dorothea K. Harrison,
Francis Goffin and others

Mrs. Lillie used to sit in the Garden, readine and telling any visitors the story of
the Tower and the flowers.

Mr. Wheeler personally directed the buildine of the Tower. The land was formerly a
dump, but after it was acquiredcby the Church it was filled in. It was necessary for
Mr. Wheeler's men to dig down 25 feet to reach solid eround for the foundation, and
happily at that depth they struck several very large boulders on which they were able
to anchor the foundations. That their '"house was built on a rock" has been evidenced
by its withstandine of two hurricanes. The stones of which the Tower was constructed
were "pink" granite, mined from local quarries. Mr. Wheeler personally selected many
of the pieces for color and texture - from the quarries, and from previously cut pieces
from old and defplished buildines.

Durine the" hurricane (1938) a 50 to 60 ton boat was washed up on the Garden, and a
boat house was “wrapped! a ;ﬁﬁ; Eﬂggggwe 3 The orisiginal Virginia-box hedge was de-
stroyed. The central st&@hsp v éﬁgg; but the smaller one of St. Catherine,
although firmly erounded in concrete, was partially knocked over. The St. Catherine
statue was the cift of anothet Woods Hole resident.

The caretaker of the Bell mechanism (who sets it once a week) painted the cate, 4
chairs, wood parts of the chapel door and windown frames "park bench" creen . . .
thereby hiding the natural cedar texture . . . much to the horror of Miss Harrison,
who personally knew and commissioned the craftsman who constucted the chairs and gate.
Miss Harrison's unusual gate desien was "to let the people look in, and yet keep the

~ dogs out,"

As we were talking in the Garden, people came and went with complete ease and natural-
ness, as we saw them. Father Stapleton expressed astonishment at the number of people
who stop their cars for a visit to the Tower and Garden during the summer months.

Mr Wheeler stated that nothing would distress Mrs. Lillie more than to have the Garden
commercially exploited. Also, he was concerned about certain errors appearing in our
publicity about the large number of varieties of flowers in the Garden and their
identification by their relicious names (this despite the fact that he had fallen from
the whole idea behind the Garden to a partial, horticultural view: of a pleasing appear-
ance, minus Our lLady's Flowers, minus the list of names and story behind them. Viz.,

he is protectine from abuse by us what he has already permitted to die§ from neglect,
and is concerned that we have been tireless in endeavoring to learn the truth about the
Garden from Mrs., Lillie, Mr. Emerson, Miss Harrison, Father Stapleton . . . and him. )

« « oJActually, out of gratitude and appreciation, we have acknowledged our debt to
Mrs, Lillie . . . even thoush from a purely lecal viewpoint she has no patent, trade
mark or leral richt to the idea. Our problem is . . . can we continue even giving
acknowledcement if her Garden isn't fixed up . . . thereby running the risk of dis-
appointine our inquirers who may visit it?

What did Mrs. Lillie write? (She had a secretary). Miss Harrison reported she published
an illustrated book on relicédus art.

From several statements made, it appeared that $500 to $600 per year is available for
the maintenance of the Garden, althougch at Mrs. Lillie's request only about half of
this is now spent - the balance being saved for any future restoration which may be
necessitated by new floods.



MARY'S GARDENS JOURNAL -~ July 12, 1952 (econt'd)

Mrs., Francis Goffin, year-round regsident of Woods Hole, who lives next to the Rectory
and across the street from the Tower:and Garden was introduced to Ed McTacue and myself
by Father Stapleton, and in her parlor she told us the Following:

ig 1938 there was a bis hurricane and flood. 13 people were drowned. ShZ showed us
vhotos of the boat and boat house washed up onto the Garden and Tower.

In 1949 there was a lesser flood.

Mr. Wheelerg had to plant three weepine willows, after the 1938 flood, before
achieving a successful restoration.

Mr. Lillie, Mr. Frank R. Crane and others underwent ¢onversions to the Catholic
Church, in which the Tower and Garden were instrumentel. Mrs. Lillie was mindful
of her husband, as well as of the MBL scientists generally. They hear the bells,
see the Tower, admire the hedce, read the books, leamabout flower names . . .

For each child Mrs. Lillie had, she adopted one. She constructed a little shrine
for one of the adopted children who died. Also, she established a widow's assistance
fund in Chicago, to aid widows in keeping their familied together.

Was a Mrs., Star, an intimate friend and Catholic from Chicago, instrumental in
Mrs. Lillie's conversion?

Many of the oricinal books of the Tower - a powerful attraction because of their
caliber and, often, rarity - were destroyed or damaced by the 1938 hurricane.

Mrs. Goffin and others salvaced what they could and sent them back to Mrs. Lillie
in Chicaso for rebindine. (Father Stapleton has now assumed charce of the boeks.)

Mrs. Lillie's husband was a death-bed conversion . . . and he, as Director of the
Marine Biolocical Laboratories, was the special aim of the Tower, Carden, Hedre, Books,
Bells, etc. . . . hence one reason (the other beine proximity to St. Joseph's:Church)
why the Tower & Garden were built a) on a dump, b) exposed to the weather, stc.,
visible from Dr. Lillie's MBL office window across Eel Pond.

Mrs.Goffin reported overhearinc a conversation between Mrs. Lillie and an archbishop

in the Garden, during which Mrs. Lillie stated that she couldn't understand why everyone
didn't become a Catholic; whereupon the Archbishop reminded herf that conversion was
broucht about by the Holy Spirit, and that "where he listeth, knowbody knoweth."

Father Stapleton said that™rs. Lillie wouldn't think of permittine a contribution
box to be placed in the Tower." Also: "The Bishop of Fall River admitted to me that
even he didn't know with certainty who owned the Bell Tower property."

No ads for Mary's Garden to be placed in the Garden, but literature to be available
at the Rectory.

Father Stapleton (after seeins some color slides we showed him and Mrs. Goffin): "I've
been living across from this Garden for two years, but this is the first time anyone
made it clear what it was about."

Mrs, Goffin: "I'm sure Mrs. Lilliemeant everythinc you said™ (in showing the slidss,
and presentine Mary-Cardenineg as a prayerful work).

Clearly the aim of Mrs. Lillie through the Tower, Garden and Books extended beyond

the 75 year-round parishioners of St. Joseph's . . . to all residents, workers and
visitors in Woods Hole, and in Cape Cod generally. But, this aim would not be shared
by Mr. Wheeler and the bank which is trustee for the maintenance fund she established.
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"Christmas trees" are cut and placed in line on the Eel Pond side of the ewe hedre
for winter protection.

Mr. Wheeler has done heroic work - (but for a purpose other than Mrs. Lillie's)
Visit to Mr. Wheeler's Home and Nursery:

While we had previously understood that Mr. Wheeler was a landscape cardener who was
caretaker of the Carden, he showed us and told us that he was also a farmer and a
nurservman . . . but way more than thisg a distinguished horticulturalist and a former
Massachusetts Aoricultural Commissioner; former Boston Flower Show Committee Member
and Chairman for several yvears; a specialist in holly - developins strains hardy in
New Encland and vet bearinc red fruit (berries) in time for Christmas (propagated by
cuttines and "Meaf roots"); and a lone time intimate of léadinc horticulturalists on
the Fast Coast. Moreover, he was also Mrs. Lillie's Brother-in-law, being married to
her sister. In addition to this he was a builder and an authority on the Cape Cod
Buntalo; and had landscaped many of the more prominent estates on Cape Cod. Also,

he was a planter of state roads, and a bird lover.

He easily sensed how we could have become confused about his relationship with Mrs.
Lillie, transcending that of Garden "ecaretaker".

We showed him the memo of our February, 1951, phone call to Mrs. Lillie, in which we
set forth our Mary-Garden project, and received her blessing.

Miss Harrison is to work out a revised, simplified plantine plan (vs. #1 and #2)
restorinc a number of varieties, as compared with the 1952 planting. This is to be
modified and/or approved by Mr, Wheeler and put into effect in the Garden with &
minimum of bother to Mrs. Lillie.

Rerardine Mr, Wheeler's concern to avoid our "exploitation" of Mrs. Lillie's Carden:
a) The flower names are not Mrs. Lillie's, but part of our relicious heritace.
b) How can we exploit somethinc which doesn't exist (a Mary Garden with Mary-Flowers)?
¢) And if we were buildine up ourselves, we would do it, say, in Philadelphia
and New York . . . we certainly would't have to drive all the way to Woods Hole.
d) If in fact we were usinc or exploitinc them, Woods Hole would be the last place
we would want to make an appearance.
e) Actually, we are expressimc gratitude and thanks to Mrs. Lillie; and it is
out of appreciation of her oricinal concept and vision of the Garden, and
the inspiration we received from it, that we wish to see it restored.

Mr. Wheeler went all the way to Virginia to obtain the origzinal box hedge for the
street side of the Garden . . . brinesins it back in three "cars".

He lamsnted over the present-day contractors who fail toiutilize existine trees, etc.

on the plots where they build houses . . . but who instead level the entire plot with

a bulldozer and even remove and sell all the top soil. Whenever he contracted to build
a house, he insisted on contractinc for the landscaping also.

Regardinc Mary's Gardensiof Philadelphia, Mr. Wheeler stated: "Anythine which cets
people interested in cardeninc does so much for them."

Mr. Wheeler sucgested the possibility of additional beds on each side of the gress
plot between the Tower and Garden - viz. adjacent to the hedces.

Mr. Wheeler saxi=i®&s and Miss Harrison both counseled acainst seeins Mrs, Lillie, because
of her i11 Nealth, poor memory, unpredictability, etc.. They would take care of thimes.
Also, she has been depressed since the death of her husband five years aco.



Copy of Longhand Letter . .. f -

Dear Mir. Wheeler,

Sorry we were detained so long in Falmouth-Wooas Hole thie
afternoon that we missed you. .

Thank you for your time. We are made to realize your long
aevotion to the Tower and Carden.

We are glad that you and iliss Harrison will consider the pos-
sibilities of working out a simple plan for incluaing additional
wmary Flowers in the Garden, :

Ve want to thank you for telling us of your work to introduce

a £t. Mary anc St. Ann holly. We do hope that you will be able to
senda us specimens, 4

~ Sincerely,
(John S£. Stokes Jr.)

(Edward A, G. McTague)

vuly lgth
5:30 P.M.

’ ' W
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July 16, 1952

Miss Dorothea K. Harrison
77 dain Street
Concord, Mass,

Dear liss Harrison:

it was indeed a pleasure for Mr. McTajue and myself to make
your acquaintance on Saturday. We wish to thank you for arranging te
be in Woods liole at the time of our visit.,

Saturday afternoon we returned to the Garden to take additions
photos, etec., and were favored with another hour or so0 of Father
vtapleton's time. He introduced us to a Mrs. Francis Goffin, whe
lives in the white house next door to the reetory, and has iivod there
since before the Tower was built., She reminisced for an hour or so
about lirs. Lillie and the Garden - from the viewpoint of one ol the
town people; giving ue many little gems T information. She alse
showed us photos of the Tower and Garden taken after the 1938 "flood",
which helped us appreciate ir, Wheeler's heroic work of restoration.

Late in the afternoon we visited ir. Wheeler's farm, where he told
us iwore about the Tower and Gardem and showed us his holly. We were
mosl happy to clear up our misunderstanding as to WMr. Wheeler's status
as "caretaker". We had no inkling of his distinguished position in
the horticultural and agricultural worlds,

As for the Garden itself, we rejoice over your offer to work out
a simplified planting plan, whieh will be more faithful to re. Lillie's
original idea behind the Garden and yet practicable in terms of the
present maintenance bud.et etc., We rejoice both because of our deepenec
fondness for the garden itself and the personmality behind it, and be-
cause we can continue to publieally acknowledge it &s the occasion of
our Mary's Gardens inspiration with &ssucance that anyone visiting it
to see sowe Flowers of Our lady will not be disappointed in that respect.

We will of course be eager to see a copy of the plan you and upr.
Wheeler ajree ppon, Also, if you ecould oblain, at your eonvenience, a
photostat of the original Planting Plan #1 whieh you showed us, we would

appreciate having one to round out our historical information about
the Garcen,

As we mentioned on Saturday, we would be happy to cffer assistance
in layout, typography and printing of the new plan and list of nams
to be displayed in the Garden. Following your suggestions aund sketched,
we could have the work done by our own geople; ana proofs could then be
sent 1o you and br. Wieeler for approval or revision,

Thanks again for yoining ues at Woods Hole. We hope we may see you
again at the Garcen in future years,

Sincerely yours,




Jnly 16 ’ 1968

Mr. Daniel J, Foley, Editor
HORTICULTURE

300 Lassachusetits Ave,
Boston 10, iassdchusettis

LDear ir. Foley:

kir. McTague and I regret that we did mot get in touch with you
during our Mary Garden trip last weeckend, Regretita your letter of
the 7th « although mailed in ample time - was not delivered to us
before we left Phila. at noon on the 10th, Hence we mistakenly
assumed you were away on vacation,

We hope to meet you at some future time,

Our visit to Woods Hole was a most interesting and happy one.
The big surprise for us was te learm that ir., Wilfred Wheeler, who
had been icentified for us as the Lillie Garden "caretaker", was in
fect, as you know, a distinguished horticulturalist . . . having servec
as Wassachusetits Agricultural Commissioner and as member and chairman
of one of the Boston Flower Show commnittees, as well as being a
8, eeialist in Holly, ete., ete..

Lespite pe fact that the Garden contains few iary Flowers, iir.
Wheeler's work for it has approached the hereoie: ineluding mot enly
tle original Lell Tower construction anc Gardem layout, but also two
Larden restorations following the 1938 ané 1944 hurricanes anc floeds.
Ihe disappearance of the iiary Flowers from the Garden in faver of
olhers is accounted for by the flood damage, the necessity of simpli-
fying the Gercven to reduce maintenance coets (as a means of ing for
pastl and future restoraiions), anu the inability of irs. Lilgg{ -
now eighty-two years o0ld - to take an sctive interest in the original
idea of using lary Flowers in the Garden,

At our meeting imn tle Garden on Saturday morning, iiss Harrison
o.fered to work out over the weekend a new, simplified plemting plan
which would restore a larger number of Ligry Flowers to the Gardem
(Mr, Wheeler restored six this spring in cooperation with our suggest-
ion). {he was then to meet with lir. Wheeler kionday uorning to go over
it with him and to decive upon a cefinite program for next year. kir.
Whecler, incidentally, is .rs. Lillie's brother-in-law, and wiss Har-
rison is a ,illie family friend,



)
.

Although we were not able to meet Mrs. Lillie, her presence wae
felt by us at every turn., One of the year-round Woods Hole residents,
Mre.,Francis Goffin - to whom we were introduced by Father Stapleton,
Administrator of £t. Joseph's Church, and who lives next to the rectory
and cirectly across from the Tower and Garden « told us how Mrs. Lillie
used to sit in the Garden to tell the story of the Tower and Mary
Flowers to visitérs, These visitors were attracted in the first place
by the sight of the Tower, the sound of the two bells ("Mendel" and
"Pasteur", which ring out the Angelus), the beauty of the Virginia
Box hedge (since destroyed and replaced with a yew hedge - also beauti-
ful), the uniqueness of the Garden and Tower statuary and decoration,
or the rarity of the religious books in the reading room at the base
of the Tower (many of which were destroyed by flood), In her conception
the Tower ana Garden were a means especially directed toward the
restoration and stirengthening of a religious sense in the lives of the
scientific workers at the Woods Hole Marine Bfiological Eabkeatories,
from which the Tower is conspicuously visible, and of which Mr, Lillie
was the former directors .

Our trip began with a visit to the herb garden amd the Unicorn
Tapesiries at lhe Cloisters in N.Y.C.. We were most interested in the
plan of the gourcen . . ., incorporating as it does a large number of
suall beus in which the herbs are given excellent display as individual
plimte, 28 well as parts of an over-all harmonious design, The garden
conbaired some oH Mary Flowers from our list, Also, it was instructive

6 Lo see wnd read ol the botaniecal accuracy wiih which the over
) aurdreu Llovers portraycd in the tapestries have been represented
« « o In contrast to the inaccuracies of meny coniemporary 1l5u) « 16th
centugy herbals,

Our last stop on the Cape was a visit to Mr. Wheeler's howe and
nursery, where he told us of his work with holly, ana especially of
the two new etrains he is introducing nationally . ., . "St. Mary'g"
and "St. Ann's". It was indeed a joy to make his acquaintance.

We were indeed happy to learn from lirs. Stearns (who was unable
to join us) that you are working on a lMary Garden subject for THE
HERBARIST. We hope your presentation will prompt people to take actien
on the lary Garden idea in their own gardens,

: Again may we express our regrets at having missed nltfing you.
We do hope you will visit Lillie Tower and Garden this Buumer, and
learn ite history first-hand from Mr. Wheeler,

Sincerely yours,

(

(



July 17, 1952

Lear Father Stapleton:

It wae indeed a pleassure for ur. WeTague and myself to make
your acquaintance last Saturday. We wish to thank you for your time,
your hospitality and your interest in our work with Our Lady's
Flowers, _

We are most ha,py over the outcome of our talke with kiss
Harrison ana Lr. Wheeler, namely their agreement to work out a
new Garcen planting plan for next year which will restore a larger
number of wary-Flowers, according to urs. Lillie's original con-
ception, but which will also fall within the limits of the funds
available to ur. wheeler, Also, & new "sign" is to be posted in
the Garuen, telling the story of the udary-Flowers,

It is our hope that thnis sign will also encoursge visitors to
go from Garden to Church (from prayer to prayer, from “sacramental"
to Sacrament), - although it is not clear at the moment Just how this
cun be worked out. As agreed, we will send on to you in a few cays
a get of magazine and newspaper articles which show the national
interest created in the uWary-Flower idea as a result of the impetus
of the Voous Hole Garden,

After we concluded our enjoysble and instructive visit with
Mres, Goffin, we visited iir. Wheeler at his farm and nursery. When
we deparied we felt that we were now friends and that we had attained
A unity of purpose and action with respect to the Garden,

In other words, our trip was a most enjoyab.e and successful
one, anu syguin may we thank you for your audiance and assistance,

Hespectfully yours,



Gofe July 17, 1968
o1y

Mrs. Franeis CoffIin
Millfield Street
Woods Hole, liass,

Dear irs. Cofflin,

Mr. McTague and I wish to thank you for your hospitality
last Saturday afternoon. It was indeed a pleasure L0 meet you
and to hear all the interesting stories you told us about .
Lillie's Tower and Gardem . . . and about irs. Lillie herself.

We are sending you under separate cover "Our Lady's Gar-
den" . . . the package of seeds which we have gotten together
to interest people in growing Our Lady's Flowers and in under-
taking gardening as a prayerful work. It is of course late in
the season for sowing seeds, but we are eending them to you
anyway to show what we have been able to do after learning of
Our lady's Flowers {rom Mrs. Lillie's Garden.

If any of your friends and neighbors would be interested
in having copies of the article reprint, "My Garden Prays" by
Father Galvin, we would be happy to send you & quantity of
copies. You will recall our mention Father Galvin's 1946
article in PERPETUAL HELP a8 firet celling our attention to
Lillie Garden.

Again, please accept our thanks; and we hope Lo see you
during our return visits to the Garden in future years,

Sincerely yours,

John 8. Stokes Jr,




July £1, 1968

Dear Lon:

Many thenks for your coniribution te our regent %oods iole
weekend, which, needless to say was & most happy one for us.

After we left you Saturday, we were most waraly received Wy
Kr. Wheeler., at his home. Apparently ke had reached a favorable
¢ecision in his own mind during the afternoom. Anyway, it was all
peacles and eream, and I think it could mow be saild that we are frimnds.
Two things secmed to please him particularly as we talked on this
new basis: the faet that we were acquainted with and had received
MARY 'S GARLENS sssistance from several top flight horticulturelists
for whow he had a profound regard (the horticultusiist of the korris
Arboretum across the street from my house, for exasple, has a com-
plete set of ir. Wheeler's new holly etlrains which he is testing in
the 7hiladelphia climate); and the fact that we were promoting & new
weans of iuteresiing people in gardening generally. It was witually
regarded as quite undersiandable, and in fact quite humorous, that
we had mistakenly regarded him as "caretaker" and that he had held
us suspect as "exploiters". He had a good lsugh over kd's report
of how he rose from a) "caretaker" to b) "farmer" to ¢) "nurserysan
to d) distinguisi.ed horticulturalist, who has cone almost heroic
work for the Bell Tower and Garden (albeit missing the significance
of (he Mary-Flowers),




July 28, 1962

Lear Father Galvin:

Ed ana I regreited that you were unable to be with us at VWoode
Hole last weekend . . . especially as the outcome of our visit was
& most happy one,

On the way up from "hila, we visited the herb garden and "Uni-
corn Tapestiries" at The Cloisters in New York. We were much inter-
ested in the plan of this gaurdem . . . which incorperates a number
oi small beds in which the plants are given ample individual display,
but which nevertheless contribute to & harmon.oue overeall design. lhe
sarden contained some 25 Mary-Flowers from our 11.§%§?%:oit mostly
under other na.es). Also, it was instructive to us ad of the
botanical accuracy with which the over 100 flowers in the tapestries
have been represented . . . in contrast to meny of the herbals of
the came early 16th century period.

After a sunrise visét to Lillie Tower and uarden, at which tiue
we heard the ower bells ring out the Angelus, we attended Wa.s at
vt. voseph's, ‘hen after breakiast we returned to the Garden where, by
appointuent, we met .iss Harrison (cvesigner of the garden 19 yeare
8go)y Fatuer {tapleton, anu Wilfred Wheeler, @arcen "caretaker", The
big surprise for us was to learn that itr. Wheeler was in fact & dis-
tinguisied horticulturalist . . . having served as assachusetts
Agricultural Commissioner and &8 member and Chairmam of the Loston
rlower thow Committee, as well as being a epecialist in Holly, of whic!
he is introducing nationally two species which produce red verries in
time for Christmms,{which he has named "St. Mary's" and "St. Amn's"
liollies (note: this might be an interesting fill for yourlecemuer
issue next winter., I'll write it up for you. Although Lir. Lheeler is
an Lpiscopalian, he is eviuentily dewdtededo St. Mary, and although
he has not uone %00 well by lier flwers in the Garden, he has never-
the less aone heroic work for the Tower and Garden as such,) Late
Laturday ailernoon we were ur. Wheeler's guests at his home and nursery
in Ashumet (N. Falaouth), where he told us more about the Tower and
Garden, anc gave us some Holly specemins., He is a most fine and Gistin-
suished man, and it was indeed a Jjoy to meke his acquaintance.

uiss llarrison and ir. Wheeler were able to give us a good picture
of the history of the Tower and Garden. Also some gews of information
were given to us by a irs. Francis Goffin - to whom we were introduced
by ' ther {tapletonm, who lives next coor to the hectory, and who said
she reembered you. According to ars. Goffin, in Wrs. Lillie's con-




2.

ception, the Bell Tower and Garden were a means directed net only

at reminding the MBL scientists of the existence of God, but also (
particularly directed at the conversion of her husband, ir. Lillie, .
who was at the time Director of the MBL. Mr. Lillie became a Cathoiie
before his death, and wus given a Catholic burial ete..

lirs. Lillie used to sit long hours in the Garden, telling visitere
tre story of the Tower and of the wary-Flowers. She attracted people
10 her by means of her web of bells, tower, hedge, books, art and
flowers, Other good works reported of Lrs. Lillie were the adoption
of a child for each of her four own; the establishment of a fund in
Chicago for the assistance of widows with families; the sponsoring of
impoverished Catholic artists; etec.. Although we have not met her, we
consider that we already knowher very intimately from her works,

The Tower was constructed of "pink" granite from local Quarries,
personally selected and matched by ir. Wheeler, who supervised the
construction of the Tower for Mrs. Lillie. (iMrs. Wheeler is i,
Lillie's sister) To assure a firm foundation he dug down 20 feet and
anchored it in rock. The folidity of the Tower was proven when it
successfully withetood the 1938 hurricane and flood . . . which deposit
@ 50 to 60 ton boat on the Garden and "wrapped" a boat house around
the Tower (which we saw in photos in Mrs. Goffin's aibum). After this
8torm and also after another almost as severe in 1944 ikr. Wheeler
heroically cleaned uo the grounds and restored the Garden planting.

The disappearance of the Mary Flowers from the Garden in favor of

others is accounted for by the storm damage, the necessity of simpli-
fying the Garden to reduce maintenance costs (as a means of paying
for past and future restorations) and the inability of Mre. Lillie
(now 82) to take an active interest in the original idea of growing
Mary-Flowers in the Garcen, Thus, while Mr, Wheeler s done a wonder-
ful Jjob horticulturally in giving a pleasing garden appearence, eir-
cumn:igc:s and the absence of the Idea have rekegated the Mary Flowers
to o vion,

However, at our meeting in the Garden on Saturday morning, iise
Harrison ofiered to work out over the weekend a new, simplife d plant-
ing plan which would restore a larger number of uary Flowers to tie
Garden next year. She was then to meet with Mr. Wheeler at his nursery
on londay morning to go over it with him and to decide upon a definite
program for next year. Incidentally, Mr. Wheeler had restored some
8ix varieties of Our Lady's Flowers this year in cooperation with our
request, Also, I should wention that the books are again back in the
Tower. They fall under the responsibility of the Administrator of
St. 8oseph's, Father Stapletop, who also put them back for the summer
&g a consequence of our interest,

Father ttapleton, incidentally, was most friendly and cooperative;
and after we showedd our (growing) eollection of Mary-Garcen color
slides to him, Miss Harrison ané others on our progector and soreen
in the kectory parlor, he reported: "I've been living aoross the street
from this garden for two years, but this is the first tiwe any body (
mage it clear to me what it wae all about", I shou.id also mention that
part of the restoration program for next year is the posting Jf a

8lgn or plaque telling the story of the @arden and listing the flower
names,
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In an indirect way our visit to the Garden is bringing us closer
to the alleged list of 500 uary~Flowers (which I last reported to ¥ou
a8 being wholly or partly in the attic of a Mr. Emerson in Chicago).

Having previously sent Mr. Emerson & copy of the Worceater, Mass.
CATHOLIC FKFE PRESS, which gave his late wife credit for the research
in flower names behind the Gardemj I then wrote him again about our
trip . . . telling him of bhe plans for the Garden restoration, and
also enclosing a copy of the (enclosed) clipping on the Garden restor-
ation run in the FALMOUTH ENTERPKISE, The last elicited a .arm nots
concluding: "It is a pleasure to know that the work my wife put into
this project is not lost and that it has born such fruits". Soon I
will write him again telling him that Mr, Daniel Foley, Editor of
HORTICULTUKE (which @as you know is the oldest and mosi distinguished
horticultural megazine in the U.5.) is working on an article on a
Mary-Garden subject and that he has wriiten us asking for complete
information on the Woods Hole Garden, and on the uary-Garden subject
generally. I will point out that with this sort of interesi among
horticulturalists (as well as religious interest) his wife's work may
very easily bear many more fruits . . . if he will make the necessary
trip to the attie, It is also our hope that the new Garden sign at
Woods liole will give credit to ifrs. Lmerson,

Tgesum up, perhaps the most importent aspect of our trip was
the personal friendship established between Ws and lir. Wheeler and
Miss Harrison (who have been in on the Garden from the starg, and who
more or less have the power to makeit or break it, regardless of
the wishes of the Administrator of St. Joseph's). I think, Jjudging
by the warm reception we were given by ir. Wheeler at his home, that
we were able to demonstrate that our's wae a work of love, and that -
far from wishing somehow to "exploit" Mrse. Lillie's Garden for base
ends & our interest in tlie Garden was one of expressing gratitude,
appreciation and credit where they were due. Fortunately also I had
in my files which I brought along the notes I had made altler my
phone call to irs. Lillie in Chicago made in February 1951 in which
I hadé asked and received her blessing for our projecte. . . showdng
that we had given proper attention to due procedure. Aleo, he was
ha,py to be recognized by us as other then "caretaker", As kd said
to him, he had progessed in our estimation from a) "caretaker" o
b) "farmer", to ¢) "nurseryman", to 4) distinguished elder hortieul-
turalist, Also, other things came up such &s his warm regard for our
seedsman, his old frienaship with Dan Foley, his work with u.r. Ckinner
. . . Lirector of the iorris Arbkoretum, across the street f om my héme,
who hae specimens of Mr. Wheeler's Holly etlc., elc..

Finally it should be reported that Our Lady favored us wiu
perfect weather for the trip, and we now have excellent color slices
o the @arden for use in our lectures this winter and spring. And to
show you in one more way how our providential blessings continue to
pour forth: a My, Irwin, who was formerly chief accountant for the
late Mr. Dreer, of Dreer's seed house, has joined the firm with which
I employed, and is pouring out all sorts of helpful information about
seeds anc gardening.

Sincerely,

P.S. I am writing your subscription department for a copy of your
nee. '61 issue containing "Chrietmas Greenery" - for Mr. Whegi@




