
9803 Meadowbrook Lane
Philadelphia 18, Pa.
February 17, 1951

Dear Don,

Several months ago I wrote you about the possibility that ay
friend, Ed Mcta^ue, and I might promote the distribution ana «ale
of seeds for miniature "Lady Gardens" similar to the Bell Tower
garden at Woods Hole, which we visited together last A^crust. In
accordance with my request made at that time, you forw , a«a to me
the name and address of the Bell Tower donor, Mrs. Lillie, ana you
also passed on to ine the information that the, printed list of names
of flowers in the garden had been "worn away by the weather". Al»o
you mentioneo that you would look through the old Enterprise files
to see if you could find if anyfl^ing had been written on the subject,
and that you would get in touch with the caretaker when the opportunity
presented itself.

Since then, and especially during the last week or so, Ed and
I have developed much enthusiasm for going through with this project..
On the basis of our own research in the Pennsylvania Horticultural
Society library in Philadelphia we were able to compile a list of
31 flowers formerly named in honor of our Lady, as well at a wealth
of background material on Christian floral symbolism, prayers, etc,,
Touay, in answer to a letter written to Mrs. Lillie (and followed up
by a phone call), I received several copies of Mrs. Lilliefs "active"
list of 45 flowers honoring our Lady, as well ae 31 others honoring
various saints. At the bottom of the list is written:

This is a small list of the flowers named after Our Lady and
the Saints, and plants of various religious significance. They
were maae from English sources, because of course Catholic Eng-
land inspireo the interest. V»e found about five hundred plants
named after Her, three hundred and fifty after the Saints, and
about one hundred others. All the names listed are not in the
garden, but from the adjoining plan what is there can be found.

CHURCH OF SAINT JOSEPH, WOOLS HOLE, MASS , , ThE SU«iai&K vJ»' 1037

This immediately raises the questions who has the list of the
500 etc. flowers and the research documentation, etc.? As you didn't
mention the source of your previous information, I wonder if you
were actually in touch with the pastor of the Church of Saint Joseph.
Is the same pastor there now who was there when the garden was built
(the tower was dedicated in the suiumer of 1933 » for your information
in checking the Enterprise files), or when the list was printed (1^37)?
If he isn't, where is he? Can he be reached, etc.?

I would appreciate receiving at your earliest convenience any
further information on this subject which you can give me.

*

In XP,



9503 Meadowbrook Lane
Philadelphia 18, ?a.
March 27, 1951

Dear Don,

I wae sorry that circumstances prevented us from seeing you

in Philadelphia on Easter weekend. In addition to all the other

matters we have to talk about, I would like to have told you first

hano about the progress of Our Lady's Garden.

In regard to the garden, I have one additional request to make

of you. Ed and I would like to have actual confirmation from the

Recorder of Deeds as to the ownership of the LiHie Tower and Garden,

In Philadelphia, for example, property deeds are considered public

f property, and the book of deeds la available to anyone who inquires

at the office of the Recorder of Deeds. If the set-up is the same

in Massachusetts you should be able (especially as a reporter) to

obtain access to the Book of Deeds in Falmouth (assuming Falwotith

is ti.e County Seat) and make actual notes of the transaction, such

as date, circumstances of ownership^ etc.. I don't doubt that Lt.

Joseph's Parish (viz. the filshop of the Dioeese) owns the Tower ana

Garden as you aay, but we 'd like to know the exact eircuiUBtarices

before taking any steps to inake use of it in our Garden promotion.

Thanks In advance for any inconvenience to which you a»y be

put, in obtaining this information.

As ever, in XP,

<
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9503 Meadowbrook Lane
PhiladeIpfcia 18, Pa.
April 4, 1951

Rev. James <j. Galvin
Perpetual Help
Ksopus, N. ¥.

Dear Father Galvin,

It was indeed a pleasant surprise to learn from your note in
reply to ay recent inquiry as to the availability of the August,
1946, issue of Perpetual Help, that the Mitor of Perpetual nelp
aria the author o f t h e article, "Lillie Tower" was one and the sane
person,

The immediate reason fur m inquiry was to ascertain whether
or not the reprint of "Lillie TowerlT appearing in the October, 1946,
issue of Our Lady's Digest was in any way rewritten or condensed.
The ultimate purpose was to inquire as to on what basis I could
obtain permission to reprint this article in leaflet for*.

My wish to reprint "Lillie Tower" has arisen in connection with
an apostolic garden project undertaken by Myself ana a friend, Ed-
waro A. McTague, also of Philadelphia. - a project which received
its initial inspiration from your article, ae it appeared in Our,
Lady's Litest.

Although your article immediately appealed to ay heart when I
reaa it in 1946, it was not until last August that I hao an opportun-
ity to visit the Lillie Tower and Garden in Woods Hole. Yet it was
worth waiting for. My joy was beyond expectation.1

But in speaking of Mary's Flowers to friends in Boston, New York
and Philadelphia, I was disappointed to learn that not one of them
knew their story or knew of Mrs. Lillie's Garden. Arid in asking myself
the reason for this, I concluded it lay in the fact that the story
of the flowers is not at present told at the garden (there are no
leaflets ana there is no longer even a sign identifying the flowers,
or giving the correspondences between the old and new naiaes), ana the
1946 issues of Perpetual Help and Our Lady's Digest are no longer to
be found on reading tables. Apparently "the right man" of whom you
spoke in your article never made his appearance to carry on and expand
the apostolate of Mrs. Lillie's Garden.

In the course of a discussion of this situation, my friend, Mr.
tocTague, suggested: "American's are 'doers'. Why don't we prepare and
sell at a modest price a set of ten or twelve seed packets of our
Lady's flowers, so that hundreas of people can have their own little
Mary's Gardens in their backyards ana show them to their friends? Tfcen
the word will really get around; and perhaps people will wish to visit
Woods Hole to see Mrs. Lillie's garden".
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We became so enthused with this idea that even though It was
the end of January, - with little time until the spring planting
season, - we decided to undertake the project on a small scale this
year. Mrs. Lillie, with whom 1 talked over the telephone long distance,
kindly obliged by sending us several copies of her list of flowers.
And with her list and some historical and horticultural research
aone locally, we reacheo the point where we were able to select seeds
for ten flowers.

The enclosed advertisement, which was run in the Hew York Herald
Tribune, the Philadelphia Inquirer and two diocesan papers; and the
enclosed acknowledgement cardj - together with the garden package
(which you will receive under separate cover in a few days) tell the
rest of the story. We are testing various means of advertising - all
the way from ads in metropolitan dailies to pushing doorbells in
Catholic neighborhoods - in the hope that we will find the right
one(s). To oate our success is moderate, but we hop*? to taove our
present inventory of seeds ana literature by the ena of this month so
as to get enough of our money back in order to promote the sale of
pamphlets and additional flowers, etc. in the future. And it is An
anticipation of this possibility that I inquire about reprinting
"Lillie Tower", We would of course give you full credit, - just as
we have Mrs. Lillie in our first leaflet, - and I assure you it will
be freely and thankfully given, as it was a joy to carry your article
around in toy heart for three years before I even saw the garoen.

Thanking you for the inspiration you have given us, ana looking
forward to the pleasure of a reply, I (

Sincerely yours in Christ,

John S. Stokes Jr.

P.S. - I would appreciate learning any further information about the
flowers of our Lady you may have obtained in the course of
writing "Lillie Tower" or from reader response to it. We woulu
give anything, for example, to obtain a copy of the research
which uncovered the 500 flowers named after our Lady, as uentioneo

b both at the bottom of Mrs. Lillie*s list and in your article. -
J. £.

*
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" PERPETUAL J

ST. ALPHONSUS, ESOPUS, N.Y. /I/-)//?

M A G A Z I N E

fDITOR, REV. JAMES GAIVIN, C.S.S.R.

April 7 1951

John S Stokes Jr
9503 Meadowbrook Lane
Philadelphia 18 Pa.

Dear Mr Stokes

When your letter came I was busily sellct-
ing fillers to complete articles in our next issue. At
the moment 1 needed 13 lines. So presto1. 1 had one en-
titled "If you have a garden", giving the address of
Mary * B Gardens at the close.

First of all, you have permission to re-
print the article on Lilly Garden. I have written to
our Business Office in Melrose to see if they may have
a copy of the issue Jpu are looking for. 1 believe it
was somewhat condensed in the Digest reprint.

If you saw Woods Hole and the Garden last
year, you saw it at its poorest (at least in my opinion)
When 1 first discovered it in 1943 there was a much wider
Variety of Lady flowers growing. All I saw last summer
were petunias and phlox,if 1 remember rightlyl

r'/0

But now for your idea. It's a genuine
inspiration. 1 think it wonderful and wish you all the
success in the world. It will take time for it to catch
but meanwhiles keep plugging the idea through every chan-
nel possible. Why not get on the TV program "What's my
line" telecast on Sunday night at 10 PM? Be interviewed
on the radio. Have someone write a letter about you and
your project to local papers. Offer the 10 packets of
seeds free to anyone who has a statue of Our Lady in
their own garden. The publicity would be well worth the
price. Begin such a garden yourself, and have a photo
of it taken. Have photos of Mary Gardens sent you..like
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the enclosed from Joan Ronay of Edgerly *<oad Harundale
Maryland. (Just in passing Mrs Ronay was quite furious
at me for condensing and altering some details of her
storyI)

Myself, 1 should like to write the pair of
you up. . . but 1 think we should wait till there is more
to the story. It is,of course,the Marian angle 1 will
treat

NOW about research on the subject of Lady
Flowers..».all 1 have is a page in an out of print book
called Our ̂ ady's Dowry by Thomas Bridgett cssr (London:
Burns and Dates) 1875. He in turn makes reference to
3 books you might secure in the library:

Church of Our Bathers,vol 111, p 288
by "Dr. Rock".

The Catholic Florist by ? ?

Popular Names of British Plants, by (
R.C.Prior, MD.

If 1 come across anything in my constant reading, 1 shall
make a note of it, and. send it along to you. There are
of cours» similar Lady names for flowers in other lands
and languages. . .but English,! presume,is what you are
hunting for.

Hoping you will keep me posted from time to
time on the progress of the Mary's Garden project,

Cordially in Mary

'
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DEPOT AVENUE • FALMOUTH, MASS.

Telephone Falmouth 47 and 48

April 11, 1951

Dear John:

Please excuse brevity of this note. I want you to get the
information herein before the weekend.

The county seat for the Cape is in Barnatable, which is about
25 miles from Falmouth. A civil engineer who I know was down
at the registry of deeds Monday. He spent almost two hours
with his assistant looking up the deed of the property but could
not find it. It is his opinion (and he is one of the best Informed
persons in town on property ownership) that the property was
sold by a family whose last name is Fay to the bishop of Fall
River (I forgot his name) but the deed was never recorded.
The sale must have occurred about i960 and it is on this land
that Mrs. Lillie had the tower erected and the garden fcH± made.

Will write later, regards, D.E.H.



9503 Meadowbrook La.
Philadelphia 13, Pa.
January 27, 1952

i

Dear Don,

EG ana I have recently been giving a lot of thought to Mrs.
Lillie't, ,.,ary-Garden at WOOQS Hole, ana we have come up with a
proposed plan of action in which we hope you will take part.

As you know froiu your own discussions with the present Pastor
of St. Joseph's and with the garden caretaker, there has been
little interest during recent years in preserving (not to mention
improving) the Garden in accordance with its original conception
in the mind ana .^eart of Mrs. Lillie. Of the 40 Flowers of Our
Lady called f«ro in the garden plan, which you sent us last year,
apparently onjy 4 or 5 are still growing. To quote Father Galvin's
letter to me of last April 7ths

* *•

". . . If you saw Woods Hole and the Garden last year, you
saw it at its poorest (at least in my opinion). When 1 first
discovered it in 1943 there was a much wider variety of Lady
Fiowers growing. All I saw last summer were petunias and
phlox, if I remember rightlyi"

Since Ed and I will have seeds, bulus and plants available
for some 40 varieties of Our Lady's Flowers, we propose to send
sufficient quantities of these to V^ooue Hole - at our expense -
for the restoration of the Garden according to its original plan.
V»e -.ant to do this not only out of love for Our Lady's Flowers,
and out of specia3j|affection for Mrs. Lillie's Garden as the source
of our inspiration, - but also because the Woods Hole Garden coulu
very easily turn into a sort of religious gardening shrine, after
our articles ana Garden instructions spread word of it all over
the country for several years.

What we would like you to do is to take whatever steps you
consider best suited to ^et our seeds sown, our bulbs and plants
planted, ana all of them cared for - in accordance with the
original garaen plan.

Our hope is that the present caretaker is already engaged
for sufficient time each week so that once he receives our seeds,
bulbs and plants, he can simply go to work on them instead of on
petunias and phlox, Inciaentally, who pays for the caretaker? How
many hours a week is he engaged for? Vshen does his "season" star t
in the spring and ena in the fall?

As for the Pastor of St. Joseph's. , , he already has the
garden on his hands anu shouldn't object to having someone help
him gratis to do it justice. In fact the possibility of its gaining
national recognition, of visitors calling, anu even of its becoming
a source of revenue for the Parish, should have an appeal for him.
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The third group to be approached is the parishioners, parish
societies, socialities, etc.. hith a little support from the par^eh-
ioners in the form of very little greenhouse anu cola frame space, (
earlier blooms coulu be obtained each year for the annuals flowers,
andperennials could be raised apart from the garden and then trans-
planted to it after they have had one or two years' growth*

From my knowledge of your personal and work circuiastances, 1
assume that you would have time for little more than to visit the
Pastor at St. Joseph's, tell him about us and what we would like to
uo for th, Garden, and give him a letter similar to the enclosed.
(The enclosed is only a tentative draft, and would be retyped -
incorporating any revisions you might suggest - on our Jd&RY 't
GAlu/ENS lettefehead, which should be ready ill a week). Of course,
if you have tiuie to spearheau the project a bit among the parish-
ioners, with the blessing of the Pastor, of course, we would be
happy to have you do this. As indicated on the draft letter to
the 'astor, we would be glad to send copies of the PERPETUAL
lil.LP reprint (which should be available in about a week) - together
with an introductory letter, on our le ^terijead stationary, telling
about the role the Tfcoods Hole Garden is about to play nationally -
to any list of posoibly interested parishioners the Pastor might
suggest,

Please let me hear from you in regard to the above. If you
don't have time for a letter, just drop me a postal telling that
you will be able to call on the Pas.tor S check again with the care-
taker (or that you won ' t be able to), so that we can get ready for (
the next move (viz. , send you the letter for the Pastor, or write
one to him directly). I hope you can personalize our approach to
him for ua. This type of approach always does ft lot more, - and,
if necessary, you can vouch for our apostolic and non-coaimercial
intentions a no objectives, I would suggest that the Pabtor should be
con La c t ecJ a bo u t ]•' e brua ry 15 th .

S:iincerely in XP,

P.S. tohat is the name of the Pastor of St. Joseph's?

(



9503 iieadow brook La,
Philaaelphia Ib, Pa.
January 27, 1952

Rev, James J. Galvin, C.££>.R., Editor
PERPETUAL liELP
Esopus, N. V .

Lear Father Galvin:

As Ed and I want to see the original varieties of Our lady's
Flowers restored to the Woods Hole asary-Garaen . . . both out of
our affection for it in itself, ana also because we aon't want
to disappoint any visitors who might come to see it as a result
of your articles, our Gardens, etc., . . . we are about t*o taKe
steps to achieve this objective.

V- " .. "

Our plan is to make seeds, bulbs and plants available (at
our expense) to the caretaker in time for most effective utiliz-
ation this coming spring ana summer* A personalized approach is
to be uiaae to • the Pastor of St. Joseph's by ay close personal
friend, Lon iiurford, who "covers" Wooas Hole in the course of
his job as reporter for the weekly FALMOQTH ENTEKPivIBE.

It will be pointed out to the Pastor that the investment has
already been made in the garden property and tower (which, as
you unooubtedly know, are Church property), that the original
lanuscape gardening plan showing the proper location of the
various Lady-flowers is alreaay at hana (we had photostats made
from the caretaker's copy, borrowed for us by i/on last spring),
that the caretaker is already engaged (and might just as well
care for Our lady's flowers as phlox ana petunias), ana that we

proviue seeas, bulbs ana plants.

V.e will further offer to make reprints of "My Garaen Prays"
- ana even udiaiograph copies of your original "Lillie Tower" -
available both to the rectory, and also by airect uiail to any of
his parishioners who uiigut be interested in seeing the Garden
restored in anticipation of its becoming a possible garaening
"shrine" and who might therefore be moved to wake available or
obtain froai neighbors the small amount of greenhouse ana cola
fraute space required to get the earliest blooms on annuals and
the beat start for biennials ana perennials seeds.

I should mention that the caretaker reported to Don last
spring that he was disheartened by the lack of interest shown in
the original conception of the garden, ana that he w«eld be glad
to cooperate in uaking a restoration if the proper seeds, plants
and interest were forthcoming. Since Airs. Lillie is an aged in-
valid (in Chicago all winter) and the Pastor of St. Joseph's
is regularly transferred every several years, what is needea is
some interested, year-rouna parishioner who will spearheaa the
stewardship of the (jaraen,. - as you pointed out in "Lillie Tower",
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Now that Ld and I appear, D.V., to be in this project on a long-
term basis, and can back up th^ local effort with our seed pro-
cureujent, etc. and love of the work, Don is going to see if he (
can locate such a spearhead ajaong the permanent residents. (Al-
though Lon is happy to act as our agent ana go-between, he can't
give it the necessary time tok a regular basis hiiaself, as htiis
overburdened with other responsibilities ana cares, ana only gets
to Falinouth once a week or so.)

The purpose of this letter is to ask your advice as to %he
fine points of approaching the Pastor of St. Joseph's, Did you
talk to him about the garuen last su^uaer? On the basis of your
knowledge of the situation, would you suggest any variations in
the plan of approach outlined above? Would you - as the original
spearhead of this restoration - care to contact the Pastor dis
rectly yoorself? u o o

Meanwhile our work continues in Philadelphia, Our direct
advertising envelopes are half addressed (1,600)} and n^y

wife, Patricia, and sister, i»iartha, have organized another
"envelope party" tomorrow afternoon to wrap it up. We've got
Episcopalians, Quakers, Jews "everybody", working for
Our Lady.

i
Incidentally, we've settled on a 2" ad, to be run in the

March ana April issues of EXTENSION and in 6 weeks of OUR SUN
VISITOR - BEN\£R REGISTER. . . reaching the better part of
c,,000,000 Catholics. Our advertising agency - which has over i
30 nursery and seed house accounts - advises us that these two
publications have given the best returns of any Catholic media
on their regular nursery ana seed ads.

Looking forward to hearing from you as to any iaeas you
.jay have en the restoration of the Woods Hole garden. , .

Coraially,

•f •"

(



REV. JAMES 3. CALVIN. C.SS.R., EDITOR
ESOPUS, N.

Ji

February 2 1952

Mr John •'tokea Jr
9503 ̂ eadowbrook Lane
PHILADELPHIA 18 Pa.

Dear John:-

You have me In a dilemmaI 1
dont like to let you down,but on the other
hand 1 dont know the new Pastor at Woods
Hole at all. Sincerely, 1 think it best
that you drop him a note explaining your
predicament: you've been advertising his
Li Hie Tower and ftary Garden, as the model
Mary Garden in the DSA. You're afraid people
visiting the ^ape will be disappointed if
tney find notning but pansies and phlox in
the Garden. And then your proposition to
supply Lillie Garden with Mary seeds etc..

About the Pastor...! said 1 do
not know him. You see 1 stay at Falmouth
Heights whenever 1 visit the Cape, and
in the course of a tour may pass thru
Woods Hole for a few minutes in a summer.

<



back in 1943 when 1 was staU Bed in Boston
1 was assigned to help out at *oods Hole
on several week-ends. That was how 1 came
by a knowledge of the tower and garden. (The
pastor at the time was very interested in
the project.)

Just in passing, ads for your MARY. GARBING inc
should be found at Lillie Tower. The pastor
might well purchase 100 sets asa start, and
sell them to visitors next summer. (But dont
mention that in your first letter.)

Woods Hole parish is getting national pub-
licity through PH and your reprints. ..the
Pastor should know about it.... and do some-
thing about it. (I've TJOJT; rbed the PRIEST
also. . . maybe their Fel number will
carry sometning about Me rdens.)

God prosper you all.

<



February 11, 1952

<

i-.ev. lliouiaa J. Staple ton , ndiainlstrator
Church of Lt .
. ooas hole,

Lear Keverenu Fathers

Enclosed herewith la a copy of the February issue of PEKPKTUUU*
HELP ;&Lgazine, which features an article, "4y Garden Prays", by Lev.
Jt**ae J. Calvin, C.SL.It. , i ditor. Thia article daacrioea a religious
gardening work in which a frifciia, i-awaru H. *4alague, ana I have been
engaged for atx>ut a year, in our spare time. Thi* work hae as ita aia
the restoration of the true dignity and religious sense anaoeiated
with gardening in foriaer centuriea . . . as in pre-refortdation Lnglanci.

You will note frost the article, and alao from the enclosed leaflet,
that we have been profoundly inapirea in our work by the original iciea
behinu the earo@n across the street frota St. Joseph's. Thla ioea waa to
plant a ^aruen co.apriaeti of i lowers which bore naiaea honoring Jur ii&oy
in olo popular 1 ngli&a tradition . . . flowers which tooay are popularly
rt.no A it b other

Now that tlie garden of St. Joseph's ia gaining public attention as
the t>K>uel ..kary-caruen, we would like to aee restored to it the "uur
i* uj" flowert» called for in the original lanoaoape gardener's planting
toCi ease . . . in oroer that any visitors who »aay wish to aee Uiese
v^rietifes will not be Disappointed* As we have seeds, bul&s &&o plants
fur <uany of Uiet»e varieties available, w« would be huppy to send the**
to v.oous Hole at our ex, ens>e for planting in the garuen . . .
that the cooperation of Ui« caretaker can be obtainea.

If this plan meets with your approval, Mr. Uurford will oiscuae it
with i.ir. \»he*.ler, with a view to working out a planting program for
tills spring.

As we are having 10,000 reprints wade of the PEKPETUAL iiELP article,
we \voulo be glao to send you any number you alight like u» have for your
parishioners, so that they will be informed of the recognition being
given their parish garden.

Hoping t lwt you firxi uaerit in our proposal, I am, evereno i-ather,

KespectfulJy yours,

b. : toke« Jr.



flalraouth, Mass*
65 Palmer Ave., Rear
Karen 9 t 1952

Jolm:

I hnve goo I news for you. Yesterday (:&turday) I saw Wilfrid

Wheeler and after twenty minutes or so of conversation left with

his agreement to cooperate with your and Ed's plan to restore tht

Woods Hole Mary's Garden.

An intelligent man of good-will and a professional horticulturist^

Mr. Wheeler listened to my explanation of what you and Ed are doing

and read your first letter to me (on the subject of restoration)

with interest and attention. ,

In answer to the questions posed In your letter (written or

rather mailed Jan.28) he supplied the following information: He Is

paid (the exact amount depending on his bill) out of a fund set up

by Mrs. Llllie in a Chicago bank for maintenance of the Bell Tower

grounds and garden. On the average he devotes about five or six

hours a week to the garden, starting In April and ending in October.

He went on to say that he tries to keep the cost of maintenance

low so that there will be enough in reserve left to cover emergency

restorations, as occurred twice in the hurricanes of 1938 and 1944

when the garden was wrecked by the inrush of water. "The expense

is now one-half what it used to be,'1 he mentioned at one point*

Why wasn't the garden kept up according to the original planf

Mr. v"'heeler explained this at length, in more-of-less the following

terms: The original plan was, to sum up the difficulty In a nutshell,

too involved (complicated) and therefore too costly to be practical. "

The fact is, from the outset (you recall how on the diagram I sent

you some of the flowers called for were indicated as omitted) the
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architect's layout waa not follow , foo many of the plants called

for were annuals, with the result that the gntdbi most of the garden

had to be replanted every year; some of the plants, such as Bedstraw,

were too coarse, and not enough consideration had been given to

choosing flowers which targ*»r^»yfrtnKi"1'y*fr>Tii would be in bloom over

a period of weeks.

The first planting of any consequence, which was done In 1936,

cost $500, Mr. W. satf?, and to have kept up the garden anything close
4

to the original design would have been extremely oostlye So, with

the concurrence of Mrs. Lillle (Mrs. Mieeler's sister, by the way),

Mr. W. sent ahead with a modified version, a diagram of *tiioh was

posted In the garden until the hurricane took it away in 1944 (I

th ink it was then)o Since then, fearful of costs and as a result
on Lira. Lillie's part

it seerns of lessening interest/in the idea embodied in the garden,

there has been littlo or no attempt to keep faith with the origftkal /

purpose.

But — suraum oorda — since you are interested Mr* W. cays

he Is wi11 ing to cooperate. The original plan for the garden Is

too impractical, too costly, but a simplified, plan faithful to the

Mary Garden idea could be worked out, and if you will send him

a list of the flowers you have available in seed form he will chose

15 or 20 varieties fron the 40,not map out a new scheme of arrangement*

and plant the flowers accordingly this spring. His ohoiee of flowers

will be governed by what can be grown without too much difficulty and

expense and by the need for having the garden present a colorful

picture to visitors all summer.

Mr. W. dismissed as impractical the thought that the assistance

of interested parishioners could be enlisted by having them grow

plants, perhaps, and in this respect I am inolided to agree completely
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as experience has taught me you oan't depend on people in such matters

and ±fcx±K responsibility should not be divided. Ho, the only sure

way of accomplishing your object is through Mr» W< t who has the knfcw-

ledge, the facilities and who is already being paid to do some kind

of a job at the spot in fliestion. And, since Mr* W. is agreeable,
v

what could be better' I aaggest therefore that you oonmunloat* with

him immediately, tending the list and thanking him for his willingness

in the matter. Perhaps later, if it proves highly desirable and jcajr

you can manage.it, you might like to come down in person and work out

some of the details. I told him this was a possibility.

As for Father Stapleton, there's not muoh to say. "Objectively,"

as he phrased it, he i« all in favor of the Idea of restoring th»
since it is a means of honoring the B. 7.M.

garden/ But "practically" he has little to do with it since its

maintenance is entirely outside the administration of his ohuroh,

He therefore leaves it entirely up to us to work out with Mr. Wheeler

whatever arrargement we can as best we may. Parenthetically, I might

add that I think he could very well Haoueaix* do a little persuasive

pushing in the right direction, afld effectively, seeing how h* is

pastor, but fundamentally he appears not to be too interested in this

kind of devotion. Anyway, he is not at all antagonistic to the

restoration, so we have that to be grateful for. i'erhaps in time,

he wi l l even vterm up to the garden a bit, who shall say otherwise.

Some of the S^.. Joseph's parishioners may in time come to ap-

preciate trie garden to the point of offering their services, but

there's not too much tuey can do — "too many cooks spoil the broth"

— and at present no one seems to care greatly. Iteslowly distributing

1 enflets both in Jfel-nouth and Woods Hole and JKCPMB* have had a half-

dozen persons comment favorably on the scheme. The Enterprise will

carry a story of the magazine article, impending restoration and the
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garden background this week. I'm not writing it, but I shall do

ray best to guide its composition. IflLforward * copy for your files.

My apologies for not seeing Mr. Wheeler earlier (.1 saw Father

So abotit kknuxxz two or three weekends ago). Eroorast inat ion was

involved at the outset, then later we had three heavy anow falls

which piled up snow so badly that getting down to see Mr. W. in

Ashuroet (an outlying part of Falmouth) was impossible. The road

to Ashumet is dirt and as it was I nearly got stuck in the mud
U><?when I went down yesterday. Anyway I sincerely^ the delay on my

end does not prevent your getting started on the spring program

in time to have the flowers for the Garden in time.

Congratulations to you it on the ¥irth of your second

son and third child. I hope t, VQS to become a saint.

/
God love you all.

•



«»roh

Or. Uilf r«ci
Ashusaet

i&seachusetts

Mr* fehseleri

I watt very happy to reotiv* a letter frcwa *4r. aurford till®
w««k tailing or his recent conversation with you and reporting that
you would give favoratele cousiuera tion to restoring a larger variety
of flowers with "Our Lady" &«**»• to *rs. jJLllie's Uooos Mole garoen
if OQT associate, «tr. Welague, and X at JWJX '£» WU.U/EI.& would provide
the necessary seed.

»,e fully realize that aost of thw flowers In ^uaetioa were given
"Our Uady" oataea aa th«ty grew individually in the hills and
of England , ana that they therefore present certain protxUas

in tena® of &arc>eu ueei^n and continuity of olooa. He are aoooruin^ly
in coi^lefee «4torfe«*a««t with your *Uog««>U.onf a*» reported oy Mir. hurforo*
that a slio^llfied ^lan faithful to the ldary<H#art>«n iaea oe dt&wn up
*uich win incluae 16 or 20 of the wo»t appropriate varieties and
will also include whatever petunias, phlox, etc. &r« necessary to
present a colorful picture to visitors all auwser. AS a further thought
we suggest that it iii^ht be possible to reserve several saaller bed
areas where ^ust a few of the aore difficult ana expecttive varieties
could be

A he ecjclo&eo Booklet which we s«*nc o .t with our seed packets for
or ko variety "dartietts" lists those varieties to which we are cal-

attention uiis> year. *or your assistance in working up a ^aroen
layout, i have £aariutd an (&) ueside each variety for which we have
wu. ed, ^nd a (?) for eacn variety which, according to the nursery awn
we x*o v«i contacted, can be purchased this >ear as plants. ¥ou will note
tiiat the Booklet also gives inforuiation as to blooaa perAod, etc.,
altl^ough I am sure that you have probably gained aore knowledge of
th <$*(.* varietl s aa a group through actual experience than any ot/ter
or**-- person. . x. Hurforo mentioned that you have available certain
funds for U*t ioaint«i<arjce of the ^ruen, but we woulo be happy to
contribute up to, sa> , ^50. 00 worth of plajats, in audition to the
iiceos, Tor footae of the aw re olfficult varieties which you would not
otlierwise fetl justlfleo it; purchasing or growing.
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If it is agreeable to you to pro th the restoration of
the 6araen on this basis, we will be UUMdiattly send you
seed ana place orders for plants for t eties which you i
select as being suitable for including in ̂  ur plans for this
season.

As Mr. Hurford no doubt told you, we are receiving * most
rewarding response to our articles and ads, and we are hopeful
of sending out "Gardens" to the better part of 1,000 people this
spring. As you will note under "Inspiration" in the front of the
booklet, we publically announce that our inspiration came from your
V.ooas Hole garoen (which I read about in an article, "Llllie Tower",
by oamos <J . (.nlvin, Editor, which appeareo in the August, 1946 issue
of ! U j'l.iUAL HIsLPj and which I visited briefly in the summer of
1J60) ; 'inci we hope th?i t more people will now vibit the garoen each
i; .ii.ri.uer. 'J h« iuea of a wiary-uaruen seems to have a universal appeal,
as we receive letters from auults ana children ; iaen ana women}
clergy, religious ana laity j and Protestants, Catholics and oews.

I have never had the pleasure of meeting Mrs. Lillie
although I called her up on the telephone in Chicago about a year
ago. At that time she mentioned that she was not certain just
where her original research papers as to the 500 "Our LafSy" flower
names found in England was. I wonder if you have any knowledge as
to the whereabouts of these papers or of the full list of names.
Vvere they perhaps used by the landscape gardeners and horticul-
turalists who worked u*/ the original Woods Hole garden plan? I
note that the name, Dorothea K. Harrison, Landscape Architect, appears
at the bottom of the 1935 Planting Plan which you so kindly lent to
me via »ir. Hurford last year; but I have been unable to locate such
a person. . . . I do have the shorter printed list of names, a copy
of which i4rs. Lillie sent me after I talked to her,

I hope and expect to make a weekend trip to Falutouth ana ioods
Hole this summer, together with Mr. McTague. I will look forward
to making your acquaintance at that time, and to discussing with
you the possibility of drawing up some sort of, say, "5 year plan"
for the garden.

We are very happy with this unique gardening work, and very
much appreciate your willingness to work towards the restoration
of a larger number of flower varieties to Mrs, Lillies garden . . .
the source of our inspiration,

Looking forward to hearing from you soon, and with thanks, I am,

Sincerely yours,

John £. Stokes Jr,

cc: iiir. Hurford
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March 30 1952

88H-W. NO. Falmouth FALMOUTH • R. F. D. I • MASSACHUSETTS

Dear Mr. Stokes;
I have been unable to answer your letter maltily

because of illness and a broken bone In the family.

I enjoyed your letter and the small list of plants, it is
kind of you to want to do something toward r«storlng the original
idea of the Tower garden. During the war it was impossible to
get the plants and more difficult to get any help to operate oh
the larger scale, the same conditions as regards ^abor ia now
even more difficult, there was another thing that we found in
the planting of the great variety of things, that it̂ as much
more difficult to keep the garden in color, that is amnjPof the
things went by quickly and in order to keep color which seemed to
be toore pleasing to the visitors, we had to change the plants
in many cases several times in the summer; this had something to
do with the decision by Mrs Llllie to plant the garden with some
thing that had color and kept the place more easily in color.

I appreciate your offer to send us $50. 00 of sei>ds and plants
but this year even if accepted I would not know where to plant
them or care for them, for we are up against the worst labor
situation that we have had in years, '"e are going to plant the

Morning Glories as we used to also Rosemary, Foxglove and several
others.- I hope that you will understand lyirtr situation we are in.

I do not know where the original papers are, Miss Harrison
had them, you might get some information from her, her present
address is Concord Mass. I hope to see you when you come up
to Woods Hole this ..summer. a. _ ,„-,,,Again thanking you I remain Sincerely '
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March 2?,

Mr. John S. Stokes
Mary1s Gardens
90l' South Ijjth St.
Philadelphia [|3, Pa.

Dear Mr. Stokes:

Recently I received from Mrs. Foster Stearns
of Hancock, New Hampshire a copy of the "Commonwheel"
containing a story about your garden. Previously I had
seen an advertisement and sent for seeds.

At the present time I am gathering together
notes on the Mary Gardens of the Middle Ages, a subject
in which I have been interested since my college days.
Can you tell me who planted the Mary Gardens at Woods
Hole, Mass, and whether or not it is still maintained?
I shall also welcome any other information you may have
concerning Mary Gardens in other parts of the country.

Sincerely yours,
Sp\ 0 W //); *̂ -̂/̂ s

Daniel J. Foley
Editor

DJF:I.C



April 5, 1952

Mr. Daniel J. Fol«y, Editor
KQR1ICULTUBE
300 Massachusetts Avenue
Boston 15, i*»aesachusett8

Dear air. Foleys

Thank you for your valued inquiry concerning JJAHY '£ GAHLENS*
My associate, Mr. F.owaro A. McTague, ana I have had wi»t we consider
to be a wonoerful response during the thirteen iaontn» of our work.
The ijary Garden appeals directly to the hearty ana people write to
ua accordingly. Ue are especially happy about your interest.

If you will bear with JOB, I will set forth our work *u.u our
hopes at some length: both for your information, ana also with the
thought that you could aiaice some helpful suggestions.

First 1 would like to say that alARY'£ GAJKDLNb (registered under
the Pennsylvania Fictitious Names Act, March 7th, 1961) i« a spare
tiuie, non-eoffuuereial venture . . . a work of love. It grew out of
an association between «Ir. *4c'Isigue and myself on a teacher-student
oasis et St. Joseph's College Institute of Indus trial Relations,
Philadelphia, where Mr. McTague was teaching a course in Postulates
of 1 conomics which I attended in the spring of 1949. I had read an
article in the August, 1946, issue of PERPETUAL HELP aM^aziue cabled
"Lillie Tower'1, which described the Mary Garden planted % airs.
Frank K. Lillie of Chicago adjacent to Lt. Joseph's Church at kooos
Hole, where she s^ent her suuuaere. This article laeritiameo the fact
that uiany hunoreua of flower* anu plants possessed faudliar uaiues
recalling Our Lady, in tne centuries old popular religious traoition
of pre-reforiaation England. i<:rs. Lillie aseeabled, or hao aesftabled
for her, a lar^e listing of such names . . . obtained from English
sources; and from this list moam fifty varieties were selected by
her horticultural advisors as being suited for use in the v.ooos Hole
Garoen, which was planted in the 30's. I mentioned this to Mr. McTague
while inspecting soae iaarigolas from his back yard garden in the
fall of 1950; and it was his suggestion that "people would like to
Know about this". This was the real beginning of iiAKY'S GAU, liS.
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It wat> our thought tiiat the i«iary-Garden idea could best b«
publicised ana spread and put into practice not by »ntiiig a garden
and telling people about it, anci not by aanother jou aalistlc effort, (
but by use of present-day merchandising means. Accor ingly, we
unoertook some horticultural research to determine wnether we could
get together some sort of "Garoen" Package which we could publicise
and sell. By January of 1951, research into the old naines, conducted
with the assistance of Miss Code at the Pennsylvania Horticultural
Society Library; and investigations conducted among established
gardeners such as Mrs. Edward Cheston, and Mrs. Edward Qarra of the
Ambler School of Horticulture convinced us that we should be able
to go aheao with a 10-variety "garoen" for the 1951 season* With the
help of Mr. Hex. D. Peacce, Seedsman, of lioorestown, N. J» we made
a final determination of the 10 varieties, anu then took steps to
compose our instruction leaf let Deselect a suitable prayer to complete
the package, V,e then conducted a small scale test promotion through
one-shot advertising, letter writing, word-of-mouth etc., and achieved
tiie modest results set forth in the enclosed reprint of the feature
article of the February issue of PERPETUAL HELP. Quantitatively our
results were not very extraordinary (136 Gardens sold), but qualitat-
ively they prompted us to undertake a secono season. On the basis of
further research into the old names, we were able to offer a 26-variety
Garden this year; and also a 12-variety Garoen of all annuals, or
biennials-ae-armuals. Also, with more time at our disposal we were able
to compose the enclosed 16-page Stewardship Booklet in place of the
Leaflet offered with our last year's 10-variety annuals-perennials
Garoen* Our promotional campaign has been geared to a national basis
this year, ano it includes two magazine articles (PERPETUAL IIELP
and AMERICA), the back cover of a religious articles wholesale house
catalog (Kilner's, Phila.), 3,000 letter direct mail campaign, and
six weeks of national advertising in the Catholic Press, Over 400
Gardens have been oroered to date, ana we hope to approach 1,000 by the
end of the season.

The calling of public notice to the "Our Lady" names of flowers,
however, is not our ultimate objective; it is only a means to our
broader aim of restoring the prayerful, religious sense and true
dignity to gardening, which it possessed in the ages of faith. Our
constant (Bare is that the Garden lift the heart and mind to contem-
plation of God. V,e are not "in the seed business". We are not ruled
by "big" sales of the Garoen. And not appealing primarily to the senses,
emotions or iiuagination - but to the intellect and heart * we are not
concerned that every flower offer "unbelievable beauty and riotous
color", etc.. Also, we are not concerned that a number of Our Laay's
Flowers are perennials and some a bit difficult, "Our Lady's Garden"
is not only for those who have a sense for our aim, but also for those
who are willing to take the trouble to acquire understanding and to
develop the practical habits of the arts-crafts of horticulture, ihose
who want to "play", or to throw some seeds in a few scratches in some
clay can buy their zinnias and petunias from the corner super-market,
V>e recenjioend to our "customers" the Parable of the Lower,
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Our seeds are procured from the various growers in this country
and Europe via. Mr. Pearce in bulk quantities, aim we package them
in kraft packets by means of semi-automatic filling and sealing
devices of our own design and construction. The quantities of fill
have been determined on the basis of Jr. Pearce *s standard packet
fills. A survey of eight of the largest comuMtrcial seed houses
disclosed that one had as many as 15 of the 30 varieties for which
we have seed, and the rest had lesser numbers of varieties t down
to a minimum of 9. The commercial seed house quantities of fill
varied greatly, and most were in excess of the Pearce quantities.

As a basis for answering inquiries from our customers, and also
for our own instruction, we have made and are making sowings of seed
unuer various conditions * window flats, cold frames, garoen beds;
earden soil, loam- humous-sand, verudculite; etc. on which we keep
careful

In general, we have given ourselves three years to become
established: last year we were testing, this year we are introducing;
ano next year we hope to be established. Another one of our a lads is
a 30-year program to get Catholics, who of course mostly live in the
large cities, to garden. But our project is not parochial in its
conception. It's bearing on Catholice is obvious, but it also has
a broaoer historical interest in terms of the medieval monastery
gardens etc.. However, our most fertile soil for the iunaeaiate present
is ataong catholics, and our gardens are pouring ou «, to Kfcligious,
Clergy, Housewives, Children, etc.. There are enulesa possibilities
of garoeij clubs, flower shows (how joyous it would be to ste a ,*ary
Garoen in the midst of the Boston, New York <& Philadelphia flower
shows sou* year), publications, competitions, flowers of the taints,
etc., etc..

Our most pressing problem for next year is along the lines of
i«ary Garden planting plans and design. The technical problems of
research, procureu«nt, packaging, promotion, composition and garden
terming this year . . . 011 a spare-time basis (ana with Mr. JcTague
out of the picture in the hospital for the past month) has seriously
limited (Mir endeavors along these lines. Ano here is where £ hope
you ioay oe able to give u& souie guidance: if not technically, at least
to suitable persons who might aid us*

As a group, the Flowers of Our Lady which we have been able to
authenticate ana procure present certain serious limitations from
the viewpoint of harmonious design and continuity of bloom. They assur-
edly mostly acquired their : James as they were considered individually
in the wild state in hill and oale, ano were not selected as a group
for forufcl planting arrangement. This circumstance suggests two lines
of thought: 1) the best possible layout using Our Lady's Flowers
exclusively (based on more complete research, which will increase the
number of varieties); ana 2) a layout incorporating Our Lady's Flowers
against a background or within a pattern of other suitable varieties.

The experience of Mrs. Lillie's garden is pertinent here. (Mrs.
Lillie is now a very old woman and an invalide. I telephoned her
long distance at her howe in Chicago last spring for clues as to the
whereabouts of her original research, the did not know where it was,
although I 'w still on its trail. Lhe sent me a shorter printed li&t
of some fifty varieties, mobt of which were uncovereo by my own
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Independent r<, -h, and are listed in the Ltewardship Booklet enclosed
with this letter* rfrs. Juillie MAployed a landscape garaener to iaake
her original garden layout, and a planting was oade accordingly about (
1935. However, it was necessary to change many of the plants several
tiues a suimujer to retain an "attractive, colorful appearance" all »u..*w
long; and after the planting was largely destroyed by a Cape Coo hur-
ricane in the forties, restoration was made on a petunia, phlox basis,
which was the status of the planting whsn I visited the garden brieily
during August of 1950. (% visit was nevertheless* a detsp inspiration,
as the statue of Our Lady still remained the central theme to which
the beds were subordinated} and there ie also an olo medieval bell
tower to the right of the garden which has been excellently executed)*
I have since been in contact with the pastor ("administrator") of
it. Joseph's Church, the Caretaker ano others through a personal
frieno on the staff of the Jbalmouth weekly EHTLRPRISK , . . offering
to give them seeds and plants and to work out a several years' plan
of re 8to ration along the lines of the original conception behind the
,:/«rcieu. i'u oate I 've had little success (other than to have five or
«ix of the easier varieties restored) • • • the saain objection being
on the p&»rt of the caretaker, with e spec t to the "trouble" involveo
in making ano maintaining euch a restoration*

Actually, what it couies to, in my opinion, is this: ilrs. Lillie
had the iuea, but ted to depend on others to execute it (aue to her
fairly advanced age, even at the time the original planting was a»de).
Lhe eajployed a landscape gardener for design, a sculptor for art work,
and a horticulturalist (anu relative by marriage) for idainten&nce. In
addition to this, she was absent from v»ooui> Hole every winter due to (
her reuiotucfc in Chicago, and also, probably, part of every summer
through travel, etc.. luhat has been missing, as Father Galvin pointed
out in his 1946 article about the garden, is a "loving o&rfe taker" of
the type no doubt found in the monastery Mary -Gardens. Jubt irooi ay
own first approximations, I have faith that all the pro bleu* set forth
above will melt away before the loving caretaker . . . in V.oous hole
or anywhere else* (Juot give me another >ear or so in ay own uack yard).

You can see from the forego ing , Mr. Foley, whrfy we woulo be so
happy to receive your letter which discloses, in aduitiou to your
horticultural stature, an interest in the medieval Mary -Garden since
your college days, We woulo Le most grateful if you could help us in
this matter of Maryagaroen design} and it occurs to us that out of
our work an interesting article might develop for HORTICULTUUL . . .
written by, say, you or Miss Tegtu&ier. (At this point I can't help
but go on record as saying what a joy your December, 1951, issue brought
to fctr, aicTague and oyself: your remarks on "Peace in a Garden"} Miss
Tegtmeier 's "Plants aiake it Christmas"; the articles on Eoseuiary ano
the Christinas hose ; ano the iaention of an old prayer on the cover of
OIK: ui' the gwroen club .yearbooks. Two thoughts here: our iwAKY '& GAhUEN
i. jo t to .light O1, "Plants ..&&£ it CJhristeno urn" ; and, we wrote the Garden
< IiU; Lufiittionea ruio were inU:re.xted that by coincidence they liad selectee

u>e » ; ; their cover U . < sauie prayer we included in Our Lady's Garden.

Another of our weak points is the very question of research as to
the nature of the medieval Mary-Garden, 'ihe secular sources available
to us lit the local libraries are highly selective arid, 1 suspect,
prejudicial in their portrayal of medieval gardening . . . disclosing
little of the love, devotion and meaning associated with it. From them
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one would receive the erroneous Impression: 1) that the gardens were
were tended by monks who, although they somehow preserved a modicum ot
horticultural technique, were illiterate and in ignorance of inductive
science, ano therefore had little to offer which would be of value to
modern taan; ano 2) that the medieval herbals were written by formal-
istic "copieet" monks who progressively corrupted the "pure" ancient
Koman arid Greek herbals until their coJtteajMKihad little correspondence
to what was growing in the gardens and fields. This sad state of
affairs was supposedly finally remedied by the naturalistic spirit of
the Renaissance, Arab science, etc. which prompted uien: a) to turn
to the uncorrupted classical sources; and b) to take a new look at the
plants the >as elves,

Ihile there is undoubtedly some truth to the foregoing, there
obviously is a much more sublime truth about tooth the technical and
devotional aspects of medieval gardening which is entirely missed.
fee would be most appreciative of any clues you could give us along
these lines also. No doubt you've been able to pick up a great aeal
more infonmation since your college days than we have in one year.
I wrote to iArs. Foster Stearns on this last matter, incidentally.
Lhe gave me some very valuable little gems, but not the broao, compre-
hensive sort of material 1 hope exists.

So ... here is our whole proposition wide-open for your
examination. If you would be interested in looking into the Kooos
Hole situation, I woulo be glad to arrange for my friend in Falmouth
to introouc* to the caretaker at the garden or at his home. Whether
it is possible to "move in" on this garuen, I don't know. It's
somewhat of a delicate matter due to the family relationship between
the caretaker and fcirs. Lillie. (Mrs. Lillie "gave him permission"
etc. to settle for petunias ano phlox). In any case, you'a probably
want to see it, and I can send you a photost&tic copy of the original
layout. (I have a photostatlc negative, ano will get positive made
for you next week).

I hope you haven't been sunk by the weight of this letter; but
I waxitec to give you the whole picture.

Thanks again for your letter. I hope something co»es of this
correspondence, and I'ui sure it will. Just puttlmg all thit> down in

has aone something for me.

\.ith best wishes to you, in which Mr.McTague joins me, 1 am,
for AM '£, GAKLENS,

Sincerely yours,

John S. Stokea Jr.
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April 5, 1962

Miss Dorothea K. Harrison, Landscape Architect
Concord, ijassachusetts

Dear Miss Harrison* reiGarden of Our Lady» Coaau lift. 8g.

For the past year a friend, Edward A. tfcfague, ana I have been
engaged in a religious gardening project, lAUrtY'b G&KuSNS, which re-
ceived its initial inspiration from the id®« behind Mrs. Lillle's
garden at V,ooos Hole . . . as described in A magazine ©rticlei "Llllie
Tower", toy Hev. James «J. Galvin, C.SS.R., Editor, PERPETUAL HELP,
August, 1946.

The enclosed booklet, prayer, seed packet and reprints set forth
the nature of the project and our first year's experience* Thus year
we are moving ahead on a iauch larger scale, M&KY 'i, GAHJUEHfc, incident-
ally, i» <=< epare-tJbae, non-commercial, work.

In response to our mail inquiry, Mr. Wilfred Wheeler, 14111s
Garden caretaker lent us your plans for the 1936 revised planting
plan (Ho. 2)j and Just this week he gave us your address ID Concord.

The purpose of this letter is to inquire whether you have or
know the whereabouts of a copy of the original list of some 600
flowers «no names coi&piled by and for Mrs. *JLllie from English
sources, which was used as a basis for selecting the varieties finally
Included in your planting plan. I uaa« a similar request of *irs. juillle
by telephone from Philadelphia last spring, but she inforiaea tse that
due to her aovanced age, etc. she had lost track of this list . . .
although she dio send we several copies of the shorter list of 100 or
so names, - a good number of which are also induced in your plan.

The importance of the larger list to our project is evident, as
we have not been in a position to go to English sources as Ore. Llllle
did. If you have or can gain access to a copy of It, we would gladly
stand the expense or fee of having another copy aade froa it - together
with any notes as to sources, etc. - for our files. If you donoot have
or know the whereabouts of this list, we would appreciate receiving
from you any "leads" as to its possible whereabouts er say suggestions
as to how it could be reconstructed.
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You are no doubt informed of the fact that the original garden
planting was washed away by one of the Cape Cod hurricanes in the
early '40's, ano that restoration was made largely on a petunia and /
phlox basis. «lr. Wheeler has aaviaed oae that the original ioea behind
the garuen was allowed to slip back into oblivion for a combination
of reasons: viz., difficulty in obtaining seed ano plants for some
of the rarer varieties during the war; interest in a pleasing appear-
ance ano continuity of bloom, with a minimum of utaintenance, rather
than in execution of the original conception; higher labor cost of
iiiaintainiijfc the rarer varieties; etc.. However, he has agreed, as a
result of our interest, to restore five or six of the easier-to-grow
varieties this spring.

It is our hope that we can locate & .-one in the F-Juaouth-ttooda
Hole area who would be interested in supplementing Mr* Vheeler's .
woric on a "loving caretaker" basis, so that over a period of several
years a larger number of the original varieties coula be restored . . .
while still inducing other supplemental- varieties, as needed, for
oecorative background.

For our part, we are endeavoring to interest various coiapetent
persons to help us in drawing up some smaller planting plans in-
corporating the varieties listed in our Stewardship Booklet. In any
printeu *aaterials which we uiafce available on this aspect of our
kaKY'S GAKLLNS, we will of course give credit and thanks to you in
connection with your plan for Mrs. Lillie's garden . . . just as
we have acknow, edged i.ors. Lillie's garoen itself as the source of
our inspiration, in the the page of our present booklet marked
"Inspiration".

V>e would be most deeply appreciative if you coula extend us the
favor of an early reply in regard to the foregoing; ano we woulo of
course also be interested in any information of a general sort you
coula give uo about "Lillie Garuen". For i<SARY 'S GAHDL.NS, I

Sincerely yours,

John S. Stokes

<



DOROTHEA K A T H A R I N E H A R R I S O N . Lan.i.,cap, Ar<l,;,<ct • 77 M A I N S T R E E T • CONCORD • M A S S A C H U S E T T

imiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimniiiiii iiiiiiiiiiiniiilwinniiiinninniiiH^ iniiiinnii

Mr. John S. Stokes, Jr. April 1001952«
901 §onth 47th Street
Philadelphia, Pennsy lvania»

Dear Mr. Stokes: ,
1?hls Is In answer to your letter of April 5 in*»

at) 1 ring further about the garden which I designed for Mr •* Frank
R. Llllle, the Garden of &ir Lady at St. Joseph's ^huroh, Deodar
Hole, Mans*

Mrs. Llllle orlgnally commissioned me to design this gard!en In
1933 and I worked1 over It for five years* It was to be a setting
for the sculpture of Our Lady by V.M.S. H annerll. Mrs. Llllle had
been collecting some religious names of plants and wanted to use-
such plant* In the gard'eru I might add that Mrs. Llllle was primari-
ly Interested In the names and was not really a gardener- herself*
1 think that is shown by the fact that In her garden lists she Ins 1s*-
ted on using what she called **fan lllar names" opposite the rellglouit
names of the plants to explain them Instead of the Latin names*

Now as you probaly know there Is nothing more uncertain than
the common names of plants, they vary as to locality and time* As
a matter of fact the religious names of plants are just another
common name given to plants. Many of these have not gone out of
use such as Lady Fern, ^t. John's Wort, Lady's Tresses, i>tar-of«*
Bethlehem, Jerusalem Croaa.>ffi;c'7Xjfr1<i<t*Hit<t i'jjfei/* "

Then Mrs. Llllle had a friend, Mrs* Alfred Emerson, 5554 Ken*-.
wood Avenue, ghicago, Illinois, who i»as working on a book "Religious
^ymbollsm in Plant*1** I saw this work In manuscript and out of the
whole lot of names got only 31 plants that were useful for the gard
I do not know whether It was ever published* 6ily Jo *.***«* ?«» O"*l«4

In addition I did some reading on my own and added names that
I knew of, ^or Instance I see that you put down Aconitum napellu»>
Mary's Sllpner* I do not know where you fonnd that n»me but a
friend of mine T£IO had travelled in Canada said that the French
Canadians called the blue and white variety Aconitum napellus blcolor
Mary ' s ^1 ipper»*

Where did you get the figure 600 names of plants? I
that there mip-ht have been that many named for Mary in allafBut ; the
religious names -that Mrs. Emerson had^ooverefl all ^ypes of religious*
names such as plants named for saints Saint George s Herb, St. Bruno
-f'lly ( t h i s latter now 1n common

TO go back to Mrs. Llllle and the gardwn* At first she
wanted as many different plants as possible used although I told
her that many were very Insl gnif leant looking and were Just roadside
wends or posglbly used as medical herbs and would not look like much
1n the (rnr-dwn, jRlso that someone that knew a great deal about plant*

•. hem won 3d hove to take eare of It so that one would not
•' hor* oiit» W*n the first plan had some forty different

<i r f A • , A t / f • i ,1
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plants In ito Then Mrs. Llllie realized that it could not be kept C
up so easily and I made a simplified plan which you saw*the 1935 ver«*
sion* One of the nice effects was a simple wood arch ( made by stentln
off the corners of a rectangle and planting one side with a ̂ eavenly
$lue Morning-glory, which the Mexicans call the Mantle of 9ur Lady,
because it is blue and white, I suppose9 and the other side with
Virgin's rjower, tflematls vlrglniana*

I had rather hoped that it would be possible to get the ladles'
guild of the church, I am sure every church has one, to take care of
the garden but I did not succeed in so doing. Father Me^lellan,
who was the pastor there when tin garden was built and Interested In
horticulture, died not long fifter It was made*

Just lissfe week I heard from Miss Jean Tucker of the Catholic Free
£ress in Worcester that you and a friend of yours had seen the garden
and had started this Mary's Gardens movement, I am Interested that
you received the Ideai from the Woods Hole Garden and I hope that you
will not mind If I ask you a question and give you a friendly word
of warning*

How much do you know about gardening? H *ve you an extensive
knowledge of plants? If you do send around names of plants and
seeds all over the country and world I would suggest that you stick
to good garden flowers and avoid those that might be pestiferous
weeds* I should think that you might get some help from the ̂ enn- (
sylvanla Horticultural Society in checking over the list or they
would know ifro could* The thing that brought this to mind was your
Inclusion of Our Lady's Thistle, ftllybum marlanum* I had that on
the first garden plan but not on the one for 1936 and I do not know
that we ever planted it, I see that is is used as food in fturope
like the cardoon and also that It has escaped in California* Now
I should think that might be a weed If it escaped in Irrigated land
along the irrigation ditches but I don't know,

Thank you for sending me the printed matter about the Mary's
Gardens, One thing I would like to correct, fhe religious names
of the plants used were not all English and we did not get all the
plants from England, I believe we \ised a few packets of Sytton's
seods one year. This was all^no plants came from there1, Jhls *s
1 ri correction of a statement In My Oar den Prayq in the paragraph
startlng"John Stokes*.... "* AlTrr>—rrrany of these religious names
esnpc'nlly *•!*> mediaeval ones might have been very local, there were
fo'r people 1;hat read and no gmrden magazines. All these names are
by no means mediaeval for Instance Assumfilon Lily, Hosta plantaglnea.
That is a plant that was Introduced from eastern Asia either in the
end of the 18th century or the beginning of the 19th* I Just happened
to know the common name Assuultlon Lily for It and added It to the
list* I haven't and idea where I first heard it. That is the fasclna.
tion about these names, fhat name probably came abdut because it is
often in bloom around Assumption Day*

Here Is a suggestion rather than relying entirely on all the
old names many of which cover weeds why not pick out the best garden
jp_lant»| „ Then when you send out your gardmpackets ask the recipients
tcTsend back any religious names of plants that they know of~ln that

L
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VRV T shonifi *-,b1nk that; you might find many names that never get into
n »• 1 n t *

in clonlnp; T would like to add that Mrs. Lillie was interested in
encournglnp: good religions art by contemporary artiste and that this
garden was designed to provide a setting for auch a pie«e of sculp**
ture. *hl'8 sculpture of Our Lady was designed for concrete and so
mak^e that it would shed the rain and so stand the winter's frosts*
I always felt it had a true rellgio\is feeling and so w»» good art
as well*

Beside*; the sources mentioned above I consulted various books most
of which were written In the end of the 19th and beginning of the 20th
centuries when there was a great interest in England especially in
mediaeval times and folklore. I list them below.

THISTLETONtfDYER , T.P. The Folk-lore of plants. London 1889, uhatto*
Wlndus. Ch. XIX Sacred Plants*

FHISHB, THE REVEREND HILDERID, P.L.S. Flowers 4: Flower Lore.
London, 1886, Swan, Sonnwnschein, leBas & Lowr«y« Ch. Ill The Virg«*
ins's ôwer.

FLOWER LORE, The Teachings of flowerif, historical, legendary,
poetical & symbolical Belfast, McCaw, Stevens <*r Orr, Linenhall
'"orks. No Author given, purchased by the Mass. Horticultural ̂ ociety
in 1899« Gh. I Sacred plants of the monke*n

FOLKARD, RICHARD, Plant lore, legends, and lyriel|, embracing the
myths, traditions, superstltionaaA: folk>»lore of the plantklngdom.
London, Sampetm Low, Marston & UO» 2nd ed. 1892*

SKIMMER, CHAS. M. , Myths & legends of flowers, trees, fruits, &
Plants Llppinoott 19250

FORSTER T. THE perennial caindar and companion to the almanao,
London 1824. One or more saints for every day ̂ " appropriate flower*

Rohde, JSleanor Sinclair, Oardencraft In the Bible and other essay»»
London 1927, Herbert Jenkins, LTD.

BRENCHLEY, WINIFRED E., Weeds of farmland, London 192ft, Longmans,
Green. Ch. XIII Popular and local names of weedw*

It was only possible to glgan a few plants here and there that,
wer» useful for the garden, f̂hen there are the duplications Lady*
Slipper being used for a number of plants as well as Lady's Tresses*
I would always pick out the plant th* wo^ld really grow easi ly in
the garden as you wish to reach many and not only the trained horti»»
culturist*

I think you have chosen quite well in the lister for the Steward^
ship pamphlet. It might be helpful: to make out a list for a dry
simny place, and for a shady place.

Perhaps some of these sugpflstions will prove helpful*
Sincerely yours,
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P.S. Uhls letter is getting rather long but I wish to add that I
appreciate that you plan to give credit to me and Mrs. Lillle
in any connection with my plan*

One more source of names in current use are variety names of plants
When I planted it originally I put in several roses. One was a mo*»
dern hybrid tea called Innocence, idlch is I believe a single white*
Then tw>old-fashioned roseer which were carried by Bobbink and Atkins,
East frutherford, New Jersey, tosa centifolia vlerge de Ciery, an*
Rosa gallica Rosa Mundi.

I still am puzzled about this list of 600 names of flowers
which you say was compiled by anft for Mrs. Llllie from t̂oglish
sources* who told you about that? Mrs. •eiraersonls list was
quite lengthy as I remember it but it had all kinds of religious
names not only those in connection with Mary. I picked out
twenty names from her list in connection with Mary and 31 in all
that were useable* Melissa officlnalis has several names it i*
known as Sweet Mary, ̂ ostmgry and the Puritans, who brought it
to New England, called it Bible !te af because it made such a good
bookmark* DKH

(

'



May 15, 1952

Dorothea K. Harrison
77 Main Street
Concord, ilase.

Dear Mies Harrison:

Since la-6t writing you I have exchanged two letters witli Mr.
fcuerson, in Chicago, with the result that he has agreed t® try to
find time to look through Mrs. Fsierson's research papers, which are
stored in hie attic, for some clu«o as to the more complete list of
flower naoes referred to at the bottom of Mrs. Llllie's shorusr
printedoli&t,

I have also written again to .«rs. Lillie, asking if someone in
her household lai^t be able to locate her liwts, corresponoenee files,
etc. on tuo subject,

If we have any success, we'll let you know.

Also, since writing ^ou, we have received copies of Miss Jean
Tucker's article, which we likec very much, although we notice that
the i'ather Oaltin "u^'th" of flowers imported from England is perpetu-
ated. %• especially rejoiced over the excellent photo of the central
bed and statue which was reproduced with the article. As Miss Tucker
inform us that the original photo was lent to her by you, 1 am
writing if it would be possible for us to borrow this same photo
for use in a (aid-season mailing we are sending out to our list of
1,000 or so "Mary-Gardeners". Ibis mailing would consist of a reprint
of another article on our project, "Be A Mary-Gardener" by Fimnk
ftieset, on one side of an Il"xl4" sheet, ano a message fro*a us on
the other s^ce, including your garden photo, with credits, and a
request that photos, sketches, ideas, suggestions, cooplaints, etc.
be sant to us so t at we can ao a better job next year. Your photo
of the statue and the central bed planting would be a true inspiration
to all Wary-Gardeners. (Our photo of the central bed, taken in August,
I960, shows up the statue in much darker tone, does not have the
Virgin's bower - Our Lady's Mantle trellice, and reveals only
petunias and phlox.)If you send us the photo, J woulo appreciate
your ioentifying the bloo»os shown. Frota the poor newspaper reproduction
I believe i recognize,in audition to the flowers mentioned above,
Iris, IraotBcantia, teuonria Lily . . . as «ell t>s two or three other

tine t VM rie ties.



(
Another thought which cornea to our minds is this: Would you

oe interested in writing up Mrs. Lillie's project from * technical,
horticultural, landscape architecture viewpointV (Or perhaps you
alreaoy have.) In the five ytars you spent on the project you must
have guinea great experience in connection with bloom color, season
ana duration; sun-shade, soil and moisture requirements etc. of the
various varieties which would be interesting and helpful to others.
Also, even to the established horticulturaliet, 1 would think, that
the problem of using flowers selected on the basis of their historical
names arid symbolisms, etc. as the materials to be incorporated in
a harmonious design ana layout would present an interesting challange.

There are a num,«r of possible uses for such an article, ranging
all the way from submitting it to a magazine suoh as HOR'i'ICUjuTURB, to
publication in the Catholic Prtss,to mirniographing for distribution
by us. Lir. Daniel F. Foley, Editor of HORTICULTURE, is on« of our
"customers", and some time ago he wrote us telling of his interest
in the medieval AIary»8araens "since his college days" ana asking for
complete information about Mrs. Lillie's garden and our project* (I
am sending him a c 4>y of Miss Tucker's article this week). Ue would
be happy to reaa over any draft you might prepare of such an artiofc*
and wake suggebtions, etc., if you wished.

From my own two year's back yard experience with »om« sixty
varieties I have accumulated ana am accumulating a wealth of carefully
recoroeo data as to bloom period, ttc. as well as to germination}
auu falreauy I can see varj.outi devices for obtaining continuity of
hlooiu wi thou t any changing' oi* plants in asiu season. I have in mind
builuing U « t*sic design orouria the long bloomers, and tiien having

b'>j« wnich bloom inore or less in succession, •ooh that at
•iiny givwi ti.ne, in addition to the historical interest in the plant*;?
there is au uver-all pleasing appearance and also several individual
bed** which are more or less completely in bloom. In ay garden, for
example, the primary axis (leading from sttps from the house to a
^aroeii seat with arbor) ana the secondary axis (leading from a yard
area to a round pool) are both flagstone paths forming a cross,
the aruis of the cross are borotred by k ft. high English Boxwood
which in turn are the borders for two sides each of four beds, 'ihe
boxwood is highrenough so tiiat as you walk arouno the cross you only
see one bed at a time, but always in relation to the pool, which is
kept in color all season. (There is also another long bed to the
side of the cross opposite the yard area). In other words you don't
see the entire garden all atfbnce, but piecemeal and gradually as you
enter ana walk through. And of course the route by which you walk
through with visitors is varied to give best attention to whatever is
in bloom.

If it is agreeable to you to lend us
the photo, we would appreciate your
sending it to us at an earlj date so that
we can get under way with our mid-season
mailing piece. Thanks again for the In-
formaton you have given us. For MARY'S i
GARLENS, I am,

Lincerely yours,
( fivj; «'«"*; t

* * tJohn L. Stokes »Jr.
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June £8, 1962

••Jiss Dorothea r;. Harrison
77 laain Street
Concord, ..fcas.

Dear Miss Harrison:

Xhar.jcs very lauch for your note of the 24th, which I
appreciate in view of your labor trouble* and rucent ilineaa. I
hope tiiat you are now fueling better, ana that with the sprixtg planting
season oehino you tha pressure for labor will let up.

Deeyite the aforementioned circumstances, I aia writing to tell
you of a visit Mr. licTague and I plan to mke to Cape Cod and Boston
on the weekenu of July 12th awl 13th. The iooiediate, practical purpose
of the trip la to visit Lillie Garden, to oecooe acquainted with
rather Stapleton, Administrator of Lt. Joseph's, and to see what we
iaay be able to do to get i4r. Wheeler (who also has labor ^robleuu*)
to begin soiMsort of restoration of the Garden according to your plan.

However, «#e hope th...t we aay also extend the trip so that we a*y
be able to visit you, Mr. Foley, Mr®. Foster fctearns (Ea. TrlE HERBMilST)
and Bather G&lvin (who gave ua our firat good publicity) while we are
in th@ ji«asachusetta area, v.'e expect to spend Saturday night (July 12th)
at fcaharit and could drop by Concord late Sunday aorning or early
Lunoay afternoon if you could give us an hour of your tiiae. Or, better
still, if jou are in the \»oocis Hole area on Saturday the llth we could
meet at Lillie Garden. V.e expect to be at the Garden in tiie aiorning,
tii«n invite &ny of our friends who may be able to coote to ^oin us for
luncheon, ano then return to the Garden in the afternoon.

After so much correspona&nce, we sincerely hope we can taeet face-tc
face with those intimately associated with or interested in Mrs. Lilli*'
garuen or ^VIRY'S GAIiDFKE. And we especially hope that we can ixtcome
better acquainted with you. In view of the pressure under which you
have bean operating, we realize that it's probably out of the question
for us to even mention v.oods Hole} but if by any chance you want to
cosiiiiunicate with tae at the last adnute, I can be reached on Friday the
llth c/o ^r. Don Hurford, 65 Palmer Ave., rear, Faliaouth, Mass..

Sincerely,



DOROTHEA K A T H A R I N E HARRISON • Land,c»f. Arct,lt,ct • 77 MAIN STREET • CONCORD . MASSACHUSETTS
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June 23,

Mr. Daniel J. Foley, Editor
HORTICULTURE
300 iteBoachuaetts Ave.
Boston 15,

Lear Mr. Foley:

On the weekend of July l£th and 13th UP. MeTagun and I
to be in Vkoode Hole aod Boston for the purpose of visiting ilre.
Lillie's ,-ary-Oaruen and making the acquaintance of several people
in the w&aeachuoctta area who have been intimtely associated with or
irittreeteu in idrs. Lillie'e Garden.

On Saturday the 12th we will be in foocie liole attending to the
practical taska of our trip: namely, ae«ing wtmt stepa can be t»Jte»
to restore to ^rs. Lillie'a garden the Flowera of Our L&tiy called
for in Mieu Harriaon'a original planting plan. Sunday morning ana early
afternoon we will be in the Boston area s*king several visits.

writing to ask if there is any eh&nce that mm coula pay you
a brief visit on tunoay, if you are in the Boston area at that tine.
Or, better still, if you are in the Woods Hole area on Saturday,
perhaps we oouid meet you at the Garden, and ooulc have you as our
guest at luncheon.

«

We are writing a number of reople of our plans, inducing Mrs.
Foster Stearns | Miea Harrison} Miss Tucker (who wrote the ioroet»t@r,
CATHOLIC JTiT-E PKE&S article I sent you)t Mr. tbeeler (Garcen care-
taker, and Mrs. Lillie's brother-in-lawj; and Father Stapletom (
Aomin istra tor of &t. Joseph's Church in Woods Hole). We are also
writing to several Catholic editors who have done so auch for us;
Fatner Galviii of PEhPfcTtAi. HI LP} Fatlier Gardiner of AiffihlCAj and
Fat. er Lheerin of THE CA1KOLIC 1OELD. How many, if ««gr, of tbeee
people oan meet ue in looos Hole we of course can't tell on such
short notice) out we're making the trip anyway for the purpose
mentioned above, and we ^ust can't get the vision out of our minds
of how nice it would be if some or all of those mentioned above
coultiAaeet at the garden.

May I hear from you? I can be reached Friday night, July llth,
c/o »tr. Don Hurford, 66 Palmer Ave. (rear), Fal»aout&, Mass.

Cordially,



June fed,

Mr. Wilfred l',heeler
A^huioet r'arsa
K.F.D. 1
Falmouth,

Dear ixir. 'wheeler i

On Saturuay, July 12th, my HAKJf 'S G&BDENS associate, iir. fc/to'JU*gue,
ana I plan to visit .T&. Lillie's Garden (which or. steTague has never
seen).

kr. i.ici gue anu I would be most happy if you could onset us at
the Garoen in the owning and join us for luncheon, so that we can
uiake your peruou.*! acquaintance and learn first hand about the history
of tne •••'-..rusn, which haa been the inspiration for our work. Also,
while recognizing the existence of labor problem and the difficult
cultural characteristic* of some of the flowers called for in the
original plan, we woulo ll^e to discuss too the possibility of restorip,

of the additional varieties over the next few years.

(

tee are writing Mr. Hurford, Misa Harrison and Futher Ltapleton
of our planned visit . . . and also a haUB dozen religious ana
ufigaeiiie ivoitors who have been interested in our work. On such short
notice probably few, if any, of then can Join ua at the Garden on
Saturday the 12th; but we have written them just in case they happen
to be near to feoods Hole on that date.

The main purpose of our trip regains to see the Gardes and to
meet you. V*e sincerely hope you will toe able to give us some of your
time on the 12th. istey we hear froot you? (Incidentally, if you should
wish to cornxi&jfticate with us at the last moiaent, you ooulo send us a
message c/o iir. Murford at the IKTxRPKISE or at his home, 68 Palaer
Ave., rear, Falmouth . . . where we expect to call after supper on
Friday, July llth.)

Cordially,



Horticultural Service

Hardy Native Plants

Cfmer/can 3iolly, Our Jnod (Btauliful

Jjroao-beaveo Jtarai/ (sverqreen \^ret

Fruits and Vegetables

Tuberous Begonias

Telephone

8814-W, No. Falmouth

ON CAPE COD

FALMOUTH • R. F. D. I • MASSACHUSETTS

July 3 1952

Expren and Freight

Falmouth

Dear Mr. Stokas;
Your lettar received for which I thank you.

I will be able to meet you at the garden late in the morning, but
as for luncheon I am not sure at this time as Saturday is a bad
day for me In some ways, I will however hope to be able to do so.

I doubt if any of the others can come at this time for unless
they are staying in t-'almouth the travel on Saturday is bad.

I am not at all sure Just what Mrs Llllie has planned for the-
future of the garden, but I hope to see her soon and will aek her
more about it, I have a feeling that she wants it kept much as
ib now is .

Looking forward to seeing y u I am

Wilfri heeler



June 29, 1952

Kev. Thomas «J. i tapleton, AdMinistrator
Church of Lt. Joseph
Woods Hole, fclass.

Dear Reverend Fathers

On Saturday, July llth, Mr. tteTague and I plan to visit \feoo6«
Hole to see Mrs. Lillie's garden aoroaa the street fsoa St. Joseph's
. . . the inspiration for iaABY'S GARDENS.

V*e are writing Mr. %hb«l*r, with whom we have exchanged several
letters this spring, informing him of our planned viait, and we hope
he will be able to rae«t ua at the garden Saturday morning to discuss
the history of the Garden and the possibility of restoring a larger
number of the flowers of Our i*ady cabled for in the original landscape
architect's planting plan*

We of course are looking forward to waking your ajquaintamo*
at this time, and, if it would be convenient, we wouljcrhappy to hairs
you, Mr. Wheeler and Mr. Hurford aa our guests at luncheon on Saturday.

On the chance that 0010® of our friends who have been intimately
connected with or interested in Mrs. Lillie'j* garden «nd/or *i^RY'&
CAKil .K£> aight be in the Boston - Cape Cod area on the 12th, we have
written a number of them tell ing jgNP of our plana and asking then to
join us aiao. Among these are Pa vie r Galvio (Pi^BPETUAl. HUJPO. Father
Gardiner (AMERICA), Father Sheerin (CATHOLIC WORLD0, Mr. Daniel Foley
(HORTICUyriffiE0. Mra. Foster Stearna (THE IIEHBARIST), Mia* oean 'i'vrker
(Vkorcester CA'iHOLIC FREE PKES8) . . . and alao aia» Harriaon, the la;,d-
acape architect who worked out the original garden plane for Mra. idlli
On auch short notice, and aumer plana being what they are, we of coure
can't tell how ioany, if any, of these people oan join ua. Aa stated
above, the iimaetSiate purpose of the trip is to visit you, Mr. Wheeler
and the garden. If some of the others can Join us, so much the better*

Vie sincerely hope that you will be in Uoods Hole on Laturday the
l&th. uiay we hear from you? (Incidentally, a la,,t minute
will r.aoh rae c/o ^r. Furford, 65 Palmer Ave., rear, Falaouth).

Keapectfully yours,





MARY'S GARDENS JOURNAL o*1 John S. Stokes Jr.
and Falmouth

Selected entries on July 12, 19.52 meeting in Woods Hole/of Edward A. 0. McTague and
John S. Stokes Jr. with Rev. Thomas J. Stapleton, Wilfred Wheeler, Dorothea K. Harrison,
Francis Goffin and others

Mrs. Lillie used to sit in the Garden, reading and telling any visitors the story of
the Tower and the flowers.

Mr. Wheeler personally directed the buildinp o^ the Tower. The land was formerly a
dump, but after it was acquired by the Church it was filled in. It was necessary for
Mr. Wheeler's men to dig down 25 feet to reach solid ground for the foundation, and
happily at that depth they struck several very large boulders on which they were able
to anchor the foundations. That their "house was built on a rock" has been evidenced
by its withstanding of two hurricanes. The stones of which the Tower was constructed
were "pink" s-ranite, mined from local quarries. Mr. Wheeler personally selected many
of the pieces ^or color and texture - from the quarries, and from previously cut pieces
from old and deftplished buildings.

Durins: the" hurricane (1938) a ,50 to 60 ton boat was washed up on the Garden, and a
boat house was "wrapped" arpund "UieJFower. The ori<?if?inal Virginia-box hedge was de-
stroyed. The central staTue^was xmtoronW, but the smaller one of St. Catherine,
althouffh ^irmly p-rounded in concrete, was partially knocked over. The St. Catherine
statue was the pift of another. Woods Hole resident.

The caretaker of the Bell mechanism (who sets it once a week) painted the pate, b
chairs, wood parts of the chapel door and windown frames "park bench" preen . . .
thereby hidin? the natural cedar texture . . . much to the horror of Miss Harrison,
who personally knew and commissioned the craftsman who constucted the chairs and prate.
Miss Harrison's unusual gate design was "to let the people look in, and yet keep the
dors out."

As we were talking in the Garden, people came and went with complete ease and natural-
ness, as we saw thorn. Father Stapleton expressed astonishment at the number of people
who stop their cars for a visit to the Tower and Garden during; the summer months.

Mr.Wheeler stated that nothing would distress Mrs. Lillie more than to have the Garden
commercially exploited. Also, he was concerned about certain errors appearing; in our
publicity about the large number of varieties of flowers in the Garden and their
identification by their religious names (this despite the fact that he had fallen from
the whole idea behind the Garden to a partial, horticultural view: of a pleasing appear-
ance, minus Our Lady's Flowers, minus the list of names and story behind them. Viz.,
he is protecting from abuse by us what he has already permitted to die| from neglect,
and is concerned that we have been tireless in endeavoring to learn the truth about the
Garden -from Mrs. Lillie, Mr. Qnerson, Miss Harrison, Father Stapleton . . . and him.)

. . .Actually, out of gratitude and appreciation, we have acknowledged our debt to
Mrs. Lillie . . . even though from a purely legal viewpoint she has no patent, trade
mark or lepal right to the idea. Our problem is ... can we continue even giving
acknowledgement if her Garden isn't fixed up ... thereby runnin? the risk of dis-
appointing our inquirers, who may visit it?

What did Mrs. Lillie write? (She had a secretary). Miss Harrison reported she published
an illustrated book on relig*ftus art.

From several statements made, it appeared that $500 to $600 per year is available for
the maintenance of the Garden, although at Mrs. Lillie's request only about half of
this is now spent - the balance being- saved for any future restoration which may be
necessitated by new floods.



MART'S GARDENS JOTTRNAL - July 12, 1952 (cont'd)

Mrs. Francis Coffin, year-round resident of Woods Hole, who lives next to the Rectory
and across the street from the Tower-and Garden was introduced to Ed McTastue and myself
by Father Stapleton, and in her parlor she told us the Following:

In 1938 there was a bis: hurricane and flood. 13 people were drowned. Sh£showed us
photos of the boat and boat house washed up onto the Garden and Tower.

In 19^9 there was a lesser -flood.

Mr. Wheelerf had to plant three weepim willows, after the 1938 flood, before
achieving a successful restoration.

Mr. Lillie, Mr. Frank R. Crane and others underwent conversions to the Catholic
Church, ill which the Tower and Garden were instrumental. Mrs. Lillie was mindful
of her husband, as well as of the MBL scientists generally. They hear the bells,
see the Tower, admire the hedere, read the books, learn about flower names . . .

For each child Mrs. Lillie had, she adopted one. She constructed a little shrine
for one of the adopted children who died. Also, she established a widow's assistance
fund in Chicago, to aid widows in keeping their familie^ together.

Was a Mrs. Star, an intimate friend and Catholic from Chicago, instrumental in
Mrs. Lillie's conversion?

Many of the original books of the Tower - a powerful attraction because of their
caliber and, often, rarity - were destroyed or damaged by the 1938 hurricane.
Mrs. Coffin and others salvaged what they could and sent them back to Mrs. Lillie
in Chicago for rebindim. (Bather Stapleton has now assumed charge of the bo©ks.)

Mrs. Lillie's husband was a death-bed conversion . . . and he, as Director of the
Marine Biological Laboratories, was the special aim of the Tower, Garden, Hedre, Books,
Bells, etc. . . . hence one reason (the other bain? proximity to St. Joseph's Church)
why the Tower & Garden were built a) on a dump, b) exposed to the weather, etc.,
visible from Dr. Lillie*s MBL office window across Eel Pond.

Mrs.Goffin reported overhearing a conversation between Mrs. Lilli© and an archbishop
in the Garden, during which Mrs. Lillie stated that she couldn't understand why everyone
didn't become a Catholic; whereupon the Archbishop reminded her;| that conversion was
brought about by the Holy Spirit, and that "where he listeth, knowbody knoweth."

Father Stapleton said that'Mrs. Lillie wouldn't think of permitting a contribution
box to be placed in the Tower." Also: "The Bishop of Fall River admitted to me that
even he didn't know with certainty who owned the Bell Tower property."

No ads for Mary's Garden to be placed in the Garden, but literature to be available
at the Rectory.

Father Stapleton (after seeing some color slides we showed him and Mrs. Goffin): "I've
been living across from this Garden for two years, but this is the first time anyone
made it clear what it was about."

Mrs^Goffin: "I'm sure Mrs. Lillfemeant everything you said" (in showinsr the slides,
and presenting Mary-Gardening1 as a prayerful work).

Clearly the aim of Mrs. Lillie through the Tower, Garden and Books extended beyond
the 75 year-round parishioners of St. Joseph's . . . to all residents, workers and
visitors in Woods Hole, and in Cape Cod generally. But, this aim would not be shared
by Mr. Wheeler and the bank which is trustee for the maintenance fund she established.



MARY'S GARDENS JOURNAL - July 12, 1952 (cent«d)

"Christmas trees" are cut and placed in line on the Eel Pond side of the ewe hedge
-for winter protection.

(
Mr. Wheeler has done heroic work - (but for a purpose other than.Mrs. Lillie's)

Visit to Mr. Wheeler's Home and Nursery:

While we had previously understood that Mr. Wheeler was a landscape p-ardener who was
caretaker o-f the Harden, he showed us and told us that he was also a farmer and a
nurseryman . . . hut way more than this, a distinguished horticulturalist and a former
Massachusetts Agricultural Commissioner; former Boston Flower Show Committee Member
and Chairman -for several years; a specialist in holly - developing strains hardy in
New England and yet bearin? red fruit (berries) in time for Christmas (propagated by
cuttims and "leaf roots"); and a Ion? time intimate of leading horticulturalists on
the Sast Coast. Moreover, he was also Mrs. Lillie's Brother-in-law, being married to
her sister. In addition to this he was a btrilder and an authority on the Cape Cod
BuMalo; and had landscaped many of the more prominent estates on Cape "Cod. Also,
he was a planter of state roads, and a bird lover.

He easily sensed how we could have become contused about his relationship with Mrs.
Lillie, transcending that of Garden "caretaker".

We showed him the memo of our February, 1951» phone call to Mrs. Lillie, in which we
set forth our Mary-Garden project, and received her blessing.

Miss Harrison is to work out a revised, simplified plantin? plan (vs. #1 and |2)
restoring a number of varieties, as compared with the 1952 planting. This is to be

/ modified and/or approved by Mr. Wheeler and put into effect in the Garden with ft
minimum of bother to Mrs. Lillie.

Regardin? Mr. Wheeler's concern to avoid our "exploitation" of Mrs. Lillie's Garden:
a) The flower names are not Mrs. Lillie's, but part of our religious heritage.
b) How can we exploit something which doesn't exist (a Mary Garden with Mary-Flowers)?
c) And if we were building up ourselves, we would do it, say, in Philadelphia

and Hew York . . . we certainly would't have to drive all the way to Woods Hole.
d) If in fact ws were usin^ or exploiting them. Woods Hols would be the last place

we would want to make an appearance.
e) Actually, we are expressing gratitude and thanks to Mrs. Lillie; and it is

out of appreciation of her original concept and vision of the Garden, and
the inspiration we received from it, that we wish to see it restored.

Mr. Wheeler went all the way to Virginia to obtain the original box hedge for the
street side of the Garden . . . brin?in?r it back in three "cars".

He lamented over the present-day contractors who fail to utilize existing trees, etc.
on the plots where they build houses . . . but who instead level the entire plot with
a bulldozer and even remove and sell all the top soil. Whenever he contracted to build
a house, he insisted on contracting for the land seapin? also.

Regarding Mary's Gardens)'of Philadelphia, Mr. Wheeler stated: "Anything which gets
people interested in fardeninp does so much, for them."

Mr. Wheeler suggested the possibility of additional beds on each side of the gress
plot between the Tower and Garden - viz. adjacent to the hedges.

Mr. Wheeler aml»iS*s and Miss Harrison both counseled a?ainst seeing Mrs. Lillie, because
of her ill fetalth, poor memory, unpredictability, etc.. They would take care of things.
Also, she has been depressed since the death of her husband five years aero.



Copy of Longhand

Dear Mr. Wheeler,

Sorry we were detained so long in Falmouth-Wooas Hole this
afternoon that we missed you«

Thank you for your time. We are made to realize your long
cievotion to the Tower and Garden.

We are glad that you and Miss Harrison will consider the pos-
sibilities of wor.i4.infc, out a bimple plan for induo-in^ additional
i*Mr Flowers in the

V»e want to thank you for telling us of your work to 'introduce
a St. Mary anc St. Ann holly. \.e do hope that you will be able to
send us specimens,,

Sincerely,

(John S, Stokes Jr. }

(Edward A, G. McTague)

July Ifcth
5:30 P.M.



July 16, 1952

Miss Dorothea K. Harrison
77 Main Street
Concord, Mass.

Dear Miss Harrisoni '

It was indeed a pleasure for Mr. McTajpit and aya&It to iaa*e
your acquaintance on Laturday. We wish to thank you for Arranging to
be in loods Hole at the time of oar visit.

Saturday afternoon we returned to the Garden to take addition*
photos, etc., and were favored with another fcour or so of Father
Ltapleton's tliae. He introduced us to a Mrs. Francis Goffin, who
lives in the white house next door to th« rectory, and has lived there
since before tie Tower was built. She reminisced for an hour or so
about krs. Lillie and the Garden - fron the viewpoint of one or the
town people; giving us many little gems jf information. She «lao
showed us photos of the Tower and Garden taken after the 1938 "flood",
which helped ue appreciate MT. Wheeler1® heroic work of restoration.

Late in the afternoon we visited Mr. U'heeler's far»» wh«r® he told
us iuore about the Tower anci Garden and showed us hl« holly, fee were
moat h&ppy to clear up our misunderstanding as to itr. Wheeler's status
SB "caretaker". We had no intling of hi® distinguished position in
the horticultural ana agricultural worlds.

As for the Garden Itself, we rejoice over your offer to work out
a simplified planting plan, which will fc* *fcr* faithful to Mrs. Ulllft's
original loea behina the Garaen and yet practicable In terns of the
present oalntenanoe budget etc.. We rejoice both because of our deepened
fondness for the garden itself and the personality behind it, and be-
cause we c«n continue to putolieally acknowledge it As the occasion ef
our liary's baraens inspiration with a^su^ance that anyone visiting It
to see soiae Flowers of Our Lady will not fee disappointed in that reepett,

*e will of course be eager to see a copy of the plan you and Mr.
Uheeler a^ree ppon. Also, if you could obtain, at your convenience, a
photostat of the original Planting Plan #1 which you showed us, we would
appreciate having one to rouna out our hibtorieal information about
the Garuen,

As we mentioned on Saturday, we would be happy to offer assistance
in layout, typography and printing of the new plan and list of naass
to be displayed in the Garden. Following your suggestions anci sketched,
we coulci haxe the work aone by our own peoplej ana proofs oould then be
sent to you and Mr. Ifcaeeler for approval or revision.

ThanKB a&ain for joining ue at Wooos Hole. We hope we may see you
( again at the Garoen in future years.

Sincerely yours,



July 16, 1952

Mr. Daniel J. Foley, Editor
HORTICULTUiiE
300 UMMOfeuMttt Ave.
Boston 15, wiaseichusett*

Dear Mr, Foleys

MeTague and I regret that w® did not gut IB touea witto yow
curing our Mary Garden trip last weekend. Regre ttably your letter ©f
the 7th - although nalleo in ample tin® - was not delivered to us
before we left Phi la. at noon on the IDtb. Hence we mlstsdtenljr
as&iwoed you were away on vacation,

Ue hope to meet you at some future tiiae.

Our visit to feoods Hole wan & oost interesting and amppy one.
The big surprise for us wat*. to learn that Mr, Wilfred V>keelert vh¥
h«d been iaeritified for us as the Lilli« Garoen "caretaker*, was ill
fact, as you know, a distinguished horticultural i^t . . • hfcving aervec
as i^assachusetts Agricultural C®/aail»siener and. «§ ».rjd chalraen
of one of the Boston Flower Show committees, as well as feeing a

in Holly, etc., etc..

L/espite the fact that the Garoexa contains few »mry Flowers,
Wheeler's work for it has approached the her®!©; inducting not only
tLe original bell Tower construction anc Garden layout, but also two
u&rcten restorations following the 1938 «ncl 1944 hurrieane® «oc flooas.
The aisa^pearance of the yary Flowers from the Garaen in favor of
outers is accounted for by the flood daaiage, the necessity of simpli-
fying the u&rocn to reouce oiaintenanee costs (as a aeans of paying for
past and future restorations), ano the inability of airs. Lillie -
now eighty-two years olcl - to take an active interest in the original
idea of using Jary Flowers in the Garden,

At our meeting in the Garden on Saturday morning, Miss Harrison
Oi'fered to work out over the weekend a new, simplified pirating plan
which woulc restore a larger numoer of i*i»ry Flowers 'to the d-araea
(&lr. Vtheeler restored six this spring in cooperation with our suggest-
ion). [..he was then to meet with *4r. Wheeler Monday naming to go over
it with him ano to deciue upon a Definite program for next year. Mr.
V» heeler, incidentally, is ,4r«. Lillie1® brother-in-law, &no uiss itar-
rison i© a , illie family friend,



Although we were not able t© meet Mrs. Lillie, her presence was
felt by us at every turn. One of the year-round Woocte Hole residents}
Mrs.Francis Coffin - to whom we were introduced toy Father Stapleton,
Administrator of £t. Joseph's Church, and who lives next to the rectory
and directly across from the Tower and Garden • told us fcow Mrs. Lillie
used to sit in the Garden to tell the story of the Tower and Mary
Flowers to visitors. These visitors were attracted in the first place
by the eight of the Tower, the sound of the two bells ("Mendel" and
"Pasteur", which ring out the Angelus), the beauty of tht Virginia
Box hedge (since destroyed and replaced with a yew hedge - also beauti-
ful), the uniqueness of the Garden and Tower statuary and decoration,
or the rarity of the religious books in the reading room at the bast
of the Tower (iuany of which were destroyed by flood). In her conception
the Tower ano Garden were a means especially directed toward the
restoration and strengthening of a religious sense in the lives of the
scientific workers at the Woods Hole Marine Biological i*to**atories,
from which the Tower is conspicuously visible, and of which Mr. Lillie
was the former director*

Our trip began with a visit to the herb garden «6d the Unicorn
Tapestries at The Cloisters in K.Y.C.. Y*e were most interested in the
plan of the &uroen . . . incorporating as it does a large number of
yuan be us in which the he rub are given excellent display as individual
p>.- -mt8 , %s we. 1.1 as parts of ^n over-all harmonious design. The garden
«•.ni t-Hi red eonie c5 Mary .b'lowers from our list. Also, It was instructive

U B t.o !>*•'*-.•• « M ; ; d read of the botanical accuracy with which the over
h u T u r Q i '.Lo.vers portra; < o in the tapestries have btsen represented (

. . . in contrast to the Inaccuracies of many contemporary ISuJi a. 16th
centuirjr her bale,

.« \r last stop on the tape was a vis.ut to Sir. Wheeler 's howe and

nursery, where he told us of his work with holly, aria especially of
the two ntw gtrains he is Introducing nationally . , . "St. Ary's"
and "St. Ann's". It was indeed a joy t© make his acquaintance.

We were indeed happy to learn from Mrs. Stearns (who was unable
to join us) that you are working on a Mary Garden subject for THE
HEKBARIST. We hope your presentation will prompt people to take action
on the itiary Garden idea in their own gardens.

Again may we express our regrets at having missed meeting you,
We do hope you will visit Lillie Tower and Garden this BUtfBer, and
learn its history first-hana from Mr. Wheeler.

Sincerely yours,

*



July 17, 1962

Lear Father Stapleton:

It w,,c> indeed &. pleasure for Mr. ,«cTagu« and u^self to najce
your acquaintance last Saturday, le wish to thank you for your time,
your hospitality and your interest in our work with Our Lady's
Flowers,

V*e are most ha^py over the outcome of our talks with Miss
Harrison ana Mr. Wheeler, namely their agreement to work out a
new u&rc.en planting plan for next year which will restore a larger
number of «^ry-Flowers, according to »lrs. Lillie's original con-
ception, but which will also fall within the limits of the funds
avaiiable to 4r. Wheeler. Also, a new "sign" ie to be posted in
the baroen, telling the story of the «4ary-Flowers.

It is our hope that tais sign will also encourage visitors to
go from uaroeri to Church (from prayer to prayer, froia H sacra mental"
to Sacrament), - although it is not clear at the moment just how this
can be worked out. Ae agreed, we will send on to you in a f**w days
a set of iaagazine ano newspaper articles which show the national
interest createo in the story-Flower idea as a result of the impetus
of the V«oous Hole Garden,,

After we concluded our enjoyable and instructive visit with
Mrs, Coffin, we visited .Ir. Wheeler at his farm ano nursery. *hen
we rieparu-0 we felt that we were now friends anci that we had attained
a unity of purpose and action wi th respect to the Garden.

In other words, our trip was a oost enjoyable and succeBeful
one, anu agvdn mt^y we thank you for your audiance and assistance.

Respectfully yours,



July 171
Goft i n

ilrs. Francis Cofflin
Millfield Street
Woods Hole, Mass.

Dear biro. Cofflln,

Mr. He'Ingue ana I wish to thank you for your hospitality
last Saturday afternoon. It was indeed « pleasure to meet you
and to hear all the interesting sterlet you tola us aisout %*•
Li Hie 'a Tower awl Garden . . . and about lira. Lillie herself.

We are aenaing you under separate cover "Our L»&y'm Gar-
den" . . . the package of need® which we have gotten together
to interest people in growing Our lady's Flowers and la under-
taking gardening as a prayerful work. It is of course late in
the season for wowing seeds, but we are sending them to you
anyway to show what we have been able to do after learning of
Our iiaoy's Flowers from Mrs. Li Hie's Garden.

If any of your friends and neighbors would be Interested
in having copies of the article reprint, nlAy Garden Prays** by
Father G&lvin, we would be happy to send you a quantity of
copies. You will recall our mentioning Father Gal via's 1346
article in PERPETUAL HELP as first calling our attention to
Lilli© (..arden.

Again, please accept our thanks) and we hope to see you
during our return visits to the Garuen in future years.

Sincerely youra,

John S. Stokes Jr.

(

.



July 21, 1952

Dear l*on:

ii&ny thanks for your contribution t© our reeeat Y.oods Molt
weekend, which, needless to say was a aost liappy ou« for us.

After we left you Saturday, we were most warmly received by
Mr. Wheeler, at his home, Apparently he hue reached a favorable
oecision In hie own mind during the afternoon. Anyway, it w«a all
pe&ci.es ana er&sua, ana I think it coulu now be Mia that ws are frtenos.
Two things sew»ie a to please hiia particularly as we talked on this
new oasis s the fa»ot that we were &®quainte<l with aryi had received
MAKY'S GAHLMS aasiS'Lanoe from several top flight horticulturalists
for whom lie h&ci a ^rofouxici regard (the horticulturist of the Msrris
Arbor&Uua acro&s the street from my house, for ejcaesple, has a oo«~
plete set of *«r. 1'heeler'a new holly strains **hlch h® is- testing la
the Philadelphia cliiaate)j aisa the faot that we were proaotiDg a new
ueikns of ioteresiing people in gardening generally. It was autually
regarded as quite underb t&ndable, and in faot quite huaiiorous, that
we had Mistakenly regarciea hia as "caretaker" and that he had held
us suspect as "exploiters". He had a good JUaugjfc over M*s report
of how he rose frora a) "caretai&er11 t® to) "fanaer1* to «) "nurseryoan
to d) oietinguie .cti horticulturalist, who has aooe alaowt fteroio
work for the Bell Tower ana Garden (albeit missing the significance
oi* the Mary -Flowers),



July 23, 1952

L/ear Father Galvint

Ed ana 1 regretted that you were unable to de with us at loodfi
Hole last weekend . * . especially as the outcome of our visit was
a Eoost happy one.

On the way up froa Phila. we vieited the herb garden and "Uni-
corn Tapestries" at Xho Cloisters in Km York, fee w*r« touch inter-
ested in the plan of this garden . . . which incorporates a number
oi small beds in which the plants are given ample individual display,
tout which nevertheless contribute to a haroon,..ous overfall design. The
^arden contained some 25 Mary-Flowers from our list... (alteeit mostly
under other nbi.es). Also, it was Instructive to us to/read of the
botanical accuracy with which the over 100 flowers in the tapestries
h«ve been represented . . . in contrast to «*ny of the hertels of
the Baffle early 16th century period,

After & sunrise visAt to Lillie Tower and warden, «t which tiue
we heard the lower bells ring out, the Angela®, we attended «<4a^t» at
Lt. ooaeph's. Then after breakfast we returned to the Garcen where, by
appointaient, we met ad&a Harrison (oesigner of the garden 19 years
»go)} Fataer [ u-pleton, ana MIfrea Ysheeler, garden "caretaker". The
big surprise for us was to learn that i4r. Wheeler was in fact a dis-
tinguisiied horticultural ist . . . having served as t&ssachusetts
Agricultural Coawissioner and as ajember and Chairaaao of the boston
Flower i.how Committee, as well as teeing a specialist in Holly, of whic)
he is introducing nationally two species which produce red oerries in
time for Chris tons, -(which he ha® named "St. Mary's" and "£>t. Ann's"
hollies (note: this oight be an interesting fill for youarDeceaiuer
issue next winter. I'll write it up for you. Although I4r. v,heeler is
an I.pit»copalian, he is evidently devdfca&eio St. iifery, and although
he has not oone $eo well by her flow ers in the Garden, he has never-
the 106® oone heroic work for the Tower aod Garden as such,) Late
Saturday afternoon we were Mr. Wheeler'• guests at his home and nursery
in Ashuiaet (K. Falawuth), where he told us more about the Tower and
Garden, and gave us some Holly epecemins. He is a most fine and Distin-
guished own, and it was indeed a Joy to oiake his acquaintance*

Mies Harrison and Mr. feheeler were able to give us a good picture
of the history of the Tower and Garden. Also some geias of inforiaation
were given to us by a *rs. Francis Coffin - to whom we were introduced
by i ther Ltapleton, who lives next door to the iiectory, ana wlio said
she re)aealtered you. Accoroing to i^rs. boffin, in -*ra. Lillie's con-



ception, the Bell Tower and Garden were a iieans directed not only
at reminding the MBL scientists of the existence of God, "But also
particularly directed ax the conversion of her husband, Mr. Lillie,
who was at the time Director of the MBL. «r. Lillie became a Catholic
before his death, and WUB given a Catholic burial etc.*

Mrs. Lillie used to sit long hours in th® Garden, telling visitors
the story of the Tower and of the »iary-Flower0. She attracted people
to her by totans of her web of bells, tower, hedge, looks, art and
flowers. Other good works reported of i£rs* Lillie were the adoption
of a child for each of her four own; the establishment of a fund in
Chicago for the assistance of widows with families f the sponsoring of
impoverished Catholic artists j etc.. Althou^ we have not met her, we
consider that we already knowher very intimately from her works.

The Tower was constructed of "pink" granite from local quarries,
personally selected and matched by Mr. Wheeler, who supervised th®
oonatruction of the Tower for Mrs. Lillie. (Mrs. Wheeler is Mr.
Lillie's sister*) To assure a firm foundation he dug aown &> feet and
anchored it in rock. The .Solidity of the Tower was proven when It
successfully withstood the 1938 hurricane and flood . . . which deposit
a 50 to 60 ton boat on the Garden and "wrapped" a boat house around
the Tower (which we saw in photos in Mrs. Gof fin's alburn). After this
storm and alao after another almost as severe In 1944 Mr. Wheeler
heroically cleaned uo the grounds and restored the Garden planting.

The disappearance of the Mary Flowers froa the Garden in favor of
others is accounted for by the storm damage, the necessity of siiapli- (
fying the Garden to reduce maintenance costs (as a means of paying

for past and future restorations) and the Inability of Mrs. Lillie
(now 82) to ta*e an active interest in txie original idea of growing
Mary-Flowers in the Garoen. Thus, while Mr* Wheeler his done a wonder-
ful Job hortlculturally in giving a pleasing garaen appearance, cir-
cumstances and the absence of the Idea have relegated the Mary Flowers
to oblivion.

Ho.weyer, at our meeting in the Garden on Saturday laoming, «iiss
Harrison offered to work out over the we extend a new, simplified plant-
ing plan which would restore a larger number of «anry Flowers to tm
Garden next year. She was then to meet with Mr. Wheeler at his nursery
on Monday morning to go over it with him and to Decide upon a definite
program for next year. Incidentally, Mr. Wheeler had restored soo©
six varieties of Our Lady's Flowers this year in cooperation with our
request. Also, I should mention that the books are agaict back In the
Tower. They fall under the responsibility of the Administrator of
St. (Joseph'»., Father Ltapleton, who also put them oack for the suomer
as a consequence of our interest.

Father Ltapleton, incidentally, was most friendly and cooperative j
and after we showwftjtf our (growing) collection of Mary-Garoen color
slides to him, Mis*» Harrison and others on our projector and screen
in the hectory parlor, he reported! "I've beon living across the street
from this garden for two years, but this is the first tiue anybody (
maae it clear to me what it was all about", I should also aeittlon that
part of the restoration program for next year Is the Costing -jf a
sign or plaque telling the atory of the garden and listing the flower

names.



3.

In an indirect way our visit to the Garden is bringing us closer
to the alle^ea list of 500 Mary-Flowers (which I last reported to you
as oeing wholly or partly in the attic of a Mr. Emerson in Chicago;.

Having previously sent Mr. Emerson a copy of the Worcester, Ma*>a.
CATHOLIC FKEE PRESS, which gave hi» late wife credit for the research
in flower namee oehina the barclen; I then wrote him again about our
trip . . * telling him of &h0 plan® for the Garden restoration, and
also enclosing a copy of the (enclosed) clipping on the Garden restor-
ation run in the FAU40UTH ENTERPRISE, The la»t elicited a .<aria no%»
conducing! "It is a pleasure to know that the work my wife put into
this project is not lost ano that' it has toorn such fruits". Soon I
will write him again telling him that Mr. Daniel Foley, Editor of
HORTICULTURE (which as you know is the oldest and a»ai distinguished
horticultural amgazlne in the U.S.) la working on an article on *
Mary-Garden subject ano that he has written us asking for complete
information on the Woods Hole Garden, and on th© wiary-Garcen sutojfcect
generally. I will point out that with this aort of interest aaaong
horticultur;alista (as well as religious interest) hl» 'wife's work may
very easily bear many more fruits . . . if he will n»k© the necessary
trip to the ai.tio. It ia alao our hope that the new Garden sign at
Woods Hole will Oive credit to *4r». Eioeraon*

up, perhaps the most important aspect of our trip wa»
the personal friendship established toetwi«n Ha ano Mr. wheeler and
Mis& Harrison (who have &een in on the Garden froa the star$, and who
more or lees have the power to mak.©ijt or teroak it, re&ardlebft of
the wishes of the Administrator of St. Joseph's). I think, fudging
by the warm reception we were given ^y Mr. %h«eler at hie home, that
we were able to demonstrate that our1® was a work of , love, and that -
far from wishing somehow to "exploit" Mr®. Lillle'e Garden for ba»e
ends * our interest in the Garden was one of expressing gratitude,
appreciation and credit where they wer® due. Fortunately also I hafli
in BQT files which I brought along nhe notea 1 had oade after my
phone call to «ir@. Ldllie in Chicago oiade in February 1951 in wriioh
I had asiced and received ner blessing for our project. . . showing
that we had given proper attention to due procedure* Also, he wa»
ha^py to be recognized by us a® other than "caretaker". As t,d said
to him, he had progeeseo in our estimation frota a) "caretaker" to
b) "fanner", to c) "nurseryman", to d) distinguished elder hortioul-
turalist. Also, other things came up euch »& his warffl regard for our
seedsman, his olci frienaship with Dan Foley, hia work with Jr. Lfcinner
. . . Director of the Morris Arteoretura, acrosa the street f am u^y h4Moe,
who hae speciiaens of I4r. Wheeler'® Holly etc., etc..

Finally it should be reported that Our Lady favored ue with
perfect weather for the trip, and we now have excellent color slide*
oi- the garoen for use in our lecture® this winter and spring. And to
show you in one more way how our providential teles® ing® continue to
pour forths a Mr, Irwin, who was formerly chief accountant for the
late l*r. Dreer, of Dreer's seed house, has joined th© fira with which
I employed, and is pouring out all sorts of helpful information atoout
seede ana gardening.

Sincerely,

P.S. I aai writing your subscription department for a copy of your
T)«C. '51 iasue containing "Chriatoasi Oir««n«ry" - for air. W'


