Garden o/ Memonies BONNIE ROBERSON

HERBS POT POURRI FLOWERS PLANT S J

P. O. BOX 107, HAGERMAN, IDAHO - IN CONNECTION, ROBERSON ROCK & GIFT SHOP

W,z -/ 9T F

B g Tiad A e > or T T P Y e S YT e e e e



O6-5% - 218~ F
gmgwnau of yutuymu

gau[m of Memonies BONNIE ROBERSON
HERBS POT POURRI FLOWERS PLANTS
P. O. BOX 107, HAGERMAN, IDAHO - IN CONNECTION, ROBERSON ROCK & GIFT SHOP

o Q , W77~/4J?
o/
z/ g

%%d WA

__7//.. /Zw«. G0F- .

Py s SE TS
5 M AR e

§05 1P NallrrmenePme - TEiSB
| Pe '
o7 @M M/«e <o /MM ;FMW




s

St e Sl T S O S I T,

gta,qtancu af ‘yutuyzau

gau[sn of Memonies - dics BONNIE ROBERSON

HERBS POT POURRI FLOWERS PLANTS

P. O. BOX 107, HAGERMAN, IDAHO - IN CONNECTION, ROBERSON ROCK & GIFT SHOP




J‘!‘{.J.

June 18, 1958

Mrs, Ernest Roberson
Box 107
Hagerman, Idaho

Dear Mrs, Roberson
This is our belated thanks to you for your order of May 7th.

We regret and apologize for the delay ir making shipment and
for our faglure to answer your follow-up letter of June 2nd,

If your thoroughness in following up your order is any indication
of the thoroughness with which you cultivate your garden, we are con-
fident it must be a most beautiful one,

Mary's Gardens is a spare-time religious work earried on in
vhatever time is left after family and regular job duties etc,. Some-
times there isn't much time left and we aren't able to write letters,
although we usually are able to process orders on a routine basis,

Our plants and books are drop-shipped for us by others, and in
the case of your order we were dependent upon three other sources, Our
California source for Our lady's Eardrops went out of business this
spring, which we didrn't find out until our order to them for you was
ge;urned to us, so our eventual shipment, made from the ELast, was much

elayed,

Our Catalog, Prayer and leprints mailing went out over three
weeks ago by 3rd elass mail, and should have reached you by now, The
two seed packets ordered were mailed in the same package, If you haven't
received them the time you receive this letter, let us know znd we
will make a duplicate shipment at our expense, by air mail,

We are moved by your resolve that there should be a lMary Carden in
every Catholic home in Idaho. We hope our own failures of performance
vill not cause you to weaken in this resolve, By way of mcling up for
our failures we enclose photos of the lary Garden at Wocds Lole, lass.
and one of our own Mary Cardens in Fhiladelphla,

inc¢crely yours in Cur lady,

John &, Stékes Jr,
for lMary's GCardens
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March 24, 1959

Mrs, Bonnie Roberson
P, 0. Box 107
Hagerman, Idaklo

Dear ¥rs, Hoberson,

Thank you for your most welcome letter of March 1&, we regret
we were not able to give you the imrediate reply you requested, due
to a change in our address (above) and a resulting loss of time over
the weekend while your letter was forwarded to us,

We are sorry to learn of your illness, but hope that your recovery
will be rapid with the coming of spring ané under the watci.ful care of
Cur Lady, health of the Sick,

We are most pleased to have the sketch of your garden and to know
that you are persevering in getting 't startec despite your illness,
We are happy to share your joy over the letter from your friends asking
to do an article about your Mary GCarcen, with photograpns, Fror our own
experience we can assure you tuat you will nave many provicent al Joys
- and helps if you persevere in this wori. y

With resp:et to your need for a statue, we are pleas-d to adv:se
that if the Ade Eethune Madonra - Mary, Seal of Wisdom -~ is accepteble
to your requirements,we are in a position, on account of your status as
& legitimate nursery and giit s.op, to of%er it to you on our terms
which we have recently establ shed for dealers, namely 50% dealer$s
discount ($39.00, net), f,o0.b., Philadelphia, returnable and refundable,
shirping chargpes prepaid, - or, one introductory copy, only, not
returnable or refundable, at a sp.cial introduetcry price of $30,00,
f.o.b.y Philadelphia., We recom:end either the white or sand colered
stoncware cop es, and we are in a position to make immediate shipment .
We would recommend shipment via motor truck, insured, wi ch is much less
than express and almost as fast,

We will f rward your esed order in t.ree or four days (except for
#207 - Cur leady's retticoat (arcmone nemercsa), which we Lave not been
able to get this year,)

Ths ks again for your letter,
tincerely ycurs in Cur lady,
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April 2, 1959

¥rs, Bonnie ioberson
F. O¢ Box 107
Hagerman, ldaho

Dear Mrs, Roberson,

Thank you very much for your letter of Varch 20 orde ing one
our lady, Seat of Wisdom outdcor statue, The white copy, wihich you
prefer, is entirely weatierproof and washable wiith scap and vwater,
The white china :toncwarc material is fired at a very high terperature
which corpletely closes the pores sc then can abscrb no moisture or
dirt., VWe cxpect tc ma'e shiprent by motor truc: on ilonday, April 6,
and w'll adv'se you rcuting and s..ipp ng ci.arge adjustment by alr
rall letter the szue day, we will a.dress the shipm.it to: Corner
Eest ard Orcharc, as requested,

Thanl you es eciclly for you. Laster Comnunion ofiering. We
were moved to 11l six or elght pages w th sowre nev insights into
some of the asvects of our worls this week, no dcubt aided by t..e
graces fron your offering.

Please unde.stend thet if anyone who secs your statue wisi.es to
have one, we are eble to mc ¢ a’ditional copics avallable to ycu at
our rerular dealer's 0% discount (net, 39,00 plus suipping and
insurance),

It is our hore to obtair widest possible cdistribution of the
statue through dealers, although our nation-w de declers' anncuncerment
will come out later on after & mating St., Joseph, Woruman, Cutdoors
statue is ready. ke w'll also send out an announcezent to all Catnclic
newspapers and magazines in connecticn with the St. Joseph staiue o o o
announcéng formally the adcption of St. Joseph as our patron, We will
appreciate your pray.rs for t.e progress of this enlargement c¢f our
act vitiesy, which is made from devotional ard artist ¢ motives ratuer
taar)as a comrercial venture, (“he commercial pe ple think we are
mad,

Thanks again, an. w'ti: hopes for your eont'nued rapid recovery,

we tre,
Silncerely y-urs in “ur lady,

John &, -to:¢s Jr.
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Boise, Idaho
May 11, 1959

Mary's Gardens
901 South Forty Seventh Street
Philadelphia 43, Pennsylvania

Attention: John S. Stokes, Jr.
Dear Mr. Stokes:

Yesterday I had the pleasure of meeting Mrs. Bonnie Roberson
of Hagerman, Idaho amd had the wonderful, wonderful experience
of seeing her Mary Garden. I was delighted with the beauty

of her garden and think that this devotion to the Blessed
Mother is an absolutely wonderful thing.

I have always loved flowers and enjoy raising them, hut
never before realized that most of them were named in honor
of our Blessed Mother, and I would like very much to learn
more about this interesting subject.

Mrs. Roberson suggested that I write to you and request that
you send me a copy of the Queen of Missions magazine for
February, 1955 with the "Story of Mary's Garden' in it.

I would sincerely appreciate having a copy of the magazine
and I am enclosing fifty cents for the same. If there are
any additional charges, I will remit promptly upon receipt-
of your statement.

Thank you.
Very truly yours,

A

Mrs. Alice Harmon
1914 Idaho Street
Boise, Idaho
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May 20y 1959

Vrg, Bornle Noberson
P.®, Box 107
Jiagerran, Idaho

Dear Mrs, Noberason, i

I'm afraid we've fallen behind in our cofrespondence again, which
we gad tothsacriﬂoe in the interest of gettiing out orders promphy this
past montie : :

We're happy that Mary, Seat of Wisdom preached you saf aluun!' h
ve're sorry ﬁp{ocm two weéka in transit, Liu, ve're Wd{ﬁn you f£im
it berutiful and expressive of the way to Jesus through ¢ If your
experience 1s anyth like ours, will treasure the statue more and
more as time goes on, Ve're curren writing about the stutue in an
art!ecle we are working on, The problem 1s how to limit ourselves in
wl]l the things vhich can be saidy And we learn more as time goes one
For instence, in diseussing the eoneept of the statue with Ade Bethuney
we had sald fhat we wanted a statue in whieh Mary showed Jesus to the .
beholdery As a result we limited our coneept of the hands to that of
hands which show Jesus, And for the first year we had it im our garden,
the children adorned it with floral erowns (for which the head is very
well shaped), bouquets ete,, It wasn't until a week or so ago thet our
three yeor oiﬂ deughter teught us something, fhe decided ghe wished
to give Mary one of her "hearts" (bleeding heart blossoms)y whereupon
she placed it in her hand, Ve saw in a flash that lary's hands are not
only hands which show or give Wl“l’o:h&r". also hands which receive
our gifts, prayers, works, penances i8¢t and hands which give for
Him in ro!u.rn is Dleseings mdtgrm.o They are hands whigh show,
receive and give, (And on into the night,) hope is that we can
encourage the return to the profounder medieval apprecistion of statuary,
along with the réturn to & like appreciation of owersy ~ wherein formm
an¢ symbolism are much more meaningful and are used as aids to prayer,

We heppened just this l?tm to see the Rosary Plant listed in a
catalog, now have & small one in a zot indoors, Yes, please tell us
all you can about its gowth and care, We are sending some order blanks
undor separate covers The motor freight was §9,87, and we are returning
the rtm!.nm¥ 13¢ apainst your advence, enclosed, in stemps, We had a
nice letter from Mrs, Allice !armon of f.%oiu, who was deeply moved by
your gardrne, Thonke for giving her our addressg }
smdoroiy yours in Our Lady,
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Page Six

NORTH AMERICAN VOICE OF FATIMA

November 15, 1971

Mary’s Garden :
Say It With Flowers

by Bonnie Roberson

Many times I have been asked, |
“Just what is a Mary’s Garden?”’ §

To state it simply, Mary’s

Garden is a garden composed of %

flowers dedicated to Mary, the &%}

point of the garden. It may be

either large or small, indoor or

love and of beauty, of sharing

plants with others, of teaching §

others, especially children, the
Christian truths.

Mary’s Gardens were well §

known in Europe during the F§ s

Middle Ages. A documentation

from the British Museum reveals [

the existence of one at Norwich
Priory in 1531. i

Believed to be the first in the
U.S.A. is the one at St. Joseph’s
Church in Woods Hole,
Massachusetts, planted in 1932 by
Mrs. Francis Lillie. An article by
Father James J. Galvin, C.S.S.R.
brought this garden to the at-
tention of Mr. Edward A. Mc-
Tague and Mr. John S. Stokes Jr.,
who founded the present Mary
Garden program in Philadelphia
in 1951. I became aware of this
program by seeing an ad in a
Catholic paper, and I am
presently involved in the
program from Hagerman, Idaho,
as a spare time, spare money
“‘Labor of Love” for Our Lady. In
1962, my work came to the at-
tention of the Herb Society of
America, and 1 was asked to
display a Mary Garden in

Washington, D.C. at their annual | :

meeting. The display was well
received.
l,Zoo‘Names
Much research has been done
and many old dictionaries and
early gardening books have been
the source of the original 300
plant names used in our first list
which has now reached over 1,200
names. ’
Since time immemorial, man
has always named flowers,
plants or healing herbs with
names of God or Saints. In simple
faith and love for Our Lady,
Christians have dedicated all
white flowers to her, white being
clean and pure, this was
associated with her purity. The
lily was especially dedicated to
Our Lady, as we can see from the
earlv Christian paintings. Roses.
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Indoor Mary’s Garden
symbol of love,
dedicated to her; flowers that
bloomed on or near her feasts
were called “‘Anunciation flower,
Purification flower, Our Lady’s
?irthday flower,” just to name a
ew .

B T o

Ernest and Bonnie Roberson in Mary’s Garden

spread the Christian message,
the new converts saw in their own
flora a likeness to Christian
truths. The flora of Mexico and
South America is a good example

with wing-like leaves are known
as ‘Espirito Santo’ (Holy Spirit);
one white orchid is known as
‘Holy Ghost flower,” but we now
call it Dove Orchid. The well
known Poinsettia, blooming at or
near Christmas, is known as the
“Flower of the Holy Night.”
Heart of Mary is one of the
Begonias; Our Lady’s earrings
became Coral Drops. “Oro de
Maria,” Mary’s Gold, still keeps
its original name. 4

- |

were also | e &

I

As the early missionaries

of this; several philodendrums

ey

Miniature Gardens
Of the more than 1,200 plan
having religious symbolic name
all have some resemblance !
their colloquial name. Trinit
flowers have three petals or thre
leaves; Our Lady’s Mantle has

leaf shaped like a mantle
cape; Angelica or Holy Spi
Herb is associated with t
Anunciation because of its peri
of bloom. Red Peony call
Pentecost Rose, from its seas
of bloom and symbolic color.

There are many people wi
would love to grow a Ma
Garden, but due to lack of spa
or poor health or any disabili
are unable to have an outdo:
garden. For these people, it h
been developed an ‘‘Indo:
Garden or Miniature Mai
Garden,” composed of hou
plants, most of them often tend
tropical plants. There are al
gardens for the blind wi
fragrant and unusual textur:
plants; there are Terrariu

gardens for those who can
little or no wark for thece are

no care once they are pianie
There are endless designs o
can have, the most importa
part is having plants that a
. compatible, needing the san
light requirements and moistur
Cacti Varieties will need mo
light and less water than the lu:
tropicals.

Many Catholic groups, instex
of usual potted plants or flor:
arrangements, are giving sma
‘“planter’’ gardens with a sma
statue of Our Lady placed at ti
rear of plants, and attaching
note explaining the symbolism
each plant. :

For supply or reprints c
Mary’s Gardens, send a se
addressed LARGE envelop:
stamped 16 cents. No cost ¢
obligation.

Write to: Mrs. Bonn
Roberson, Box 107, Hagerma
| _Idaho 83332.

i
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Overall picture of Mary’s Garden (30x60 f1.)
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(Shrines of Beauty and Inspiration)

Mary’s Gardens are not simply “A pretty garden
for Our Lady™, they are gardens composed of plants
and flowers that were given religious names by the
early Christians, when there were no botanical names
known for the plant by most gardeners — names that
were symbolic of Christian truths, which by their
growth or time of bloom brought to mind — God
Jesus — Holy Ghost — Holy Trinity — or virtues of
Mary, the Mother of Jesus, as well as the Saints and
Angels. For the most part the greater number were
names associated with the Virgin. Names having a
prefix of — Lady’s — Lady — Our Lady — Vir-
gin’s — Mary, are in reference to her according to
the English Oxford Dictionary.

As time went on, gardens were planted not only
for food, but designed and planted for meditation —
or prayer gardens. These were called “Mary Gar-
dens”, or St. Mary’s Garden, such as the one at
Norwich Priory in England in 1431, Many great
artists painted such gardens in “Books of Hours*.
These paintings were used as teaching symbols for
the unlearned, for few could read, but did identify
the Saints by their symbols — St, Dorothy by the
basket of apples and roses — St. Elizabeth — by
roses in the fold of her robe. The Virgin Mary — lily
and roses. St. Patrick — the Shamrock, St. Joseph
with the lily.

All white flowers were dedicated to the Virgin.
Healing herbs were known as “Our [CadysiBaltmi’——
Sweet scented plants and herbs often called “Sweet
Mary”. Others were “Mary Love” “Beautiful
Lady™ — “Lady’s Delight™ — “Mary’s Tears” ——
“Heart of Mary™ — “Eyes of Mary”, and other en-
dearing names. Even the “Lady Bug” was called so.

Bonnie Roberson

for its beneficial work in the garden. Plants having
leaves with white spots were “Our Lady’s milk
drops”, and brought to mind the Virgin's motherly
care of her child. Such were the thoughts of the early
Christian gardener.

Now for a look at modern secular floral sym-
bolism. The modern hybridizer names each new
variety of plant, so one may choose the one best
suited for -his garden. These names are offtimes

named for people, places or pleasant events — “The
Doctor™ — “Western Sunset” — “New Yorker” —
“Chicago™ — Some few use Christian names — one

Begonia hybridizer has a list of Begonia plants for
the Saints — “St. Mary™ being one —- (Sequoia Nur-
sery lists) Miniature Rose — “White Madonna™ —
there is an ‘Ave Maria’ Iris available. Modern floral
thought and custom use plants associated with the
season. Poinsettia for Christmas, Lily for Easter,
Carnations for Mothers’ Day and Red Roses are
popular for St. Valentines” Day. Here we also have
floral symbolism. but rarely think of it as such.

But the carly “Mary Gardener™ living close to
the earth and to-his Church had a svmbolism quite
different than we do now. He was aware of the im-
portance of gardening. for his very life depended on
growing plants: food from the vegetahles, fruit from
vine and trees — shelter and fucl from the forests —
grain to feed his livestock — which furnishel milk.
cheese and meat. his leather and transportation. herbs
were his only medicine, fiber plants for clothing. and
flowers for beauty, for decorating his place of wor-
ship. All that was necessary for his survival, and need
of beauty. He was aware that plants were created on
the third day — man on the sixth.

21
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The parables of Jesus were many times direct
references to the flora. Consider the lilies of the ficld.
Even Solomon, in all his glory was not arrayed as
one of these — The unjust tax collector, “You tax of
Mint and Rue, and all manner of herbs, and omit the
greater law, “Justice and Charity”. Our Lord suf-
fered in a garden —— His tomb was in a garden — His
resurrection was in a garden, and on the first Faster
morning in the dim light, Mary thought He was the
gardener. You will see many paintings of this scene.
They portray Our Lord as leaning on a garden spade
— symbolic of His work being completed for our
redemption. Is it any wonder the early Christians
had so much love for a garden ?

Although the Mary Garden. as we know it in
America today, had its beginning in 1933 in Woods
Hole, Mass., at St. Joseph's Church. There were
many in Europe throughout the eenturies. according
to Garden History, and many plants have their “Mary
Names™ to this day — Marygold — Lady’s Slipper
— Virgin’s Bower and hundreds of others. We have
documented some 1,600 such names. from many
languages which were found in old flower dictiona-
ries, herbals and legends.

Tropical flora from our neighbors in South
‘America, Central America and Mexico. is rich in
such colloquial names — Prayer Plant — Rosary
Vine — Holy Ghost Orchid — Passion Vine, for as
the missionaries carried Christianity to these coun-

\
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¢
\

OUR LADY OF GOOD COUNSEL

tries native people saw, in their own flora. a sem-
blance to the Christian truths. Poinsettia bloomed at
Christmas. so was Flor de Noche Bueno. Holy Night
flower. The prayer plant folds its leaves at night —
Rosary Vine has “heads’ along the stem. in the
Euchrist lily. he saw the Chalice. the Passion Vine
has symbols of the passion of Our Lord. The Orchid
had the form of a dove in the center — Symbal of
the Holy Ghost. These tropical plants are used in
the Indoor Mary Garden. now that air transportation
permits rapid delivery to any country. Such was not
true in ages past. and all gardens had only a limited
selection of plants

An indoor Mary Garden with a suitable statue
makes an attractive shrine for the home! — for the
shut-in. the many who have no garden space, and
for the aged who can care for them with little work.
Mary Gardens can be used as lovely gifts to friends.
Perhaps to one we have neglected. it may mean a
renewal of the once great friendship we had. The
Florist Association puts it very simply and to the
point, “Say it with Flowers".

Now that gardening is very much in evidence.
to supplement our food budget and isn’t it on every-
one’s mind to “Make America Beautiful' for 1976,
iSn’t it time to grow a Christian Symbolically named
Mary Garden as well ? (Either indoor or outdoor).
Let us honor Mary. Our Lord's mother with God's
artistry. and bring beauty and joy to others.
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Floral symbols for December feasts

By BONNIE ROBERSON

(EDITOR’S NOTE: This is the
last in a series of 12 monthly
articles on the floral symbolisms
for major religious feasts. Mrs.
Roberson has been active in this
enterprise for many years. Any-
one desiring further information
can contact her at Mary’s Gar-
den, Box 107, Hagerman, Idaho
83332.)

December is a month filled
with wonderful feast days.
Christmas, of course, has many
floral arrangements associated

B

with it. Other December feasts
with special floral symbolisms
are the Immaculate Conception,
Our Lady of Guadalupe, St.
Thomas of Canterbury and St.
Sylvester. ‘

The Immaculate Conception,
celebrated with a Holy Day of
Obligation on Dec. 8, is symbo-
lized by all white flowers, especi-
ally the Lily.

Our Lday of Gaudalupe —
pictured above — is a feast of the
Blessed Mother of Jesus with
special meaning to many Idaho-
ans. She is known as ‘‘empress

of all the Americas,” (especially
Mexico) and the floral symbol is
roses, since she filled the
“tilma”’ of the poor Indian Juan
Diego with roses. Other flowers
dedicated to her in Mexico in-
clude those in the photograph:
Marygold, Aloe and Trinity
herb. The feast of Qur Lady of
Gud Guadalupe is celebrated on
Dec. 12.

Christmas is symbolized by
Holly — “Our Lady's bed-
straw'’; Christmas Rose; Ever-
greens; Poinsettia; Pennyroyal,

and Clover.

The feast of St. Thomas of
Canterbury on Dec. 29 is symbo-
lized with Canterbury Bells. The
name was given to the flower
which grew wild along to the
road to his shrine. Since the
pilgrims came to the shrine on
foot, horseback or in horse-
drawn wagons, and all the
horses wore bells, the name
Canterbury Bells was given to
the flower.

St. Sylvester, the patron of the
wild flowers of all nations, is
honored on Dec. 31.



