
June 4, 1953

Lear Mr. Wheeler,

Ae the several pieces of literature which we sent you this spring
have ii;6icatec, Mr. McTague ano I wwre able to continue with the
offering of the icicft ano ueane for sowing ano tenoing Go.roens of Ota*

this year.

While the number of people unoertaking such gardens is not yet
proportionate to the Journalistic acclaim received by »ry 's Garoens,
this number is steaally increasing . . . both in this country ano abro®6»
Full length articles appears this season in the CATHOLIC AHT QUARTERLY,
CATHOLIC I/JGELT* (translateo into seven languages and braille),
COLUMBIA*, CATHOLIC WORLD, «6ftf CAT. OLIC MIND* ©no the KERB&KIST (Lan
Foley's article) in this coun ry, ano in the /IRISH ECCLSMASTICAL
KECONJ* ana K'OVTHA* (English) . . . reaching several millions of
rcaciers. As the articles in all the publications taarkeci witn an asterisk
^SL ittttce wt^ntion of the %'oods Hole garuen as the source of our Inspir-
ation (as uoes our booklet), we continue to be hopeful that the Tower
ano Garoen w., 11 become better known ana visited, anu that the Church
will be moved properly to undertake their care at such tiaae as this
responsibility falls in its hands.

le have not heard from Mis® Harrisson whether or not she was able
to work out with you a further eiiaplifieo restoration of the original
Flowers of Our L^oy to the uaruenj but we hope continued progress will
be Made this year . . . ao as not to Disappoint tiny visitors. We are
of course mindful of the uiff iculties involved.

As nay sister, Mrs. John Price, and her family plan to speno the
month of August in Cotuit, I hppe to be able to pay a oouble vit.it to
her ano to Vvooos Hole, with my wife. I hope w© shall have the opportunity
of seeing you ano Mr. Hurforo at that time. I hope, too, that Mrs.

is feeling better than at this time 3J»st ye&r.

Sincerely yours,

i
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Dear Mr. StokeR;
I never heard from Miss Harrison about any

changes In the garden and so planted It this year about as It
wap. last year altho I have added a few of the old flowers that
were there orl^inaly.

The plant ̂  'In the garden are all dol.ng well and If we have
a normal season 1 am sure that any visitlors will be pleased
with it. It p->nm;i to me that you will run into the same trouble
that we 'lid after trying to keep to the viewers of the Bible in
the garden, namely that th re 1<~. not enough color to carry thru
the summer and also that there if, a lot of work to keep many of
the varieties looking well, that is they bloom quickly and then
either the leaves look badly or in some cases the entire plant
dies and has to be replaced, it would nv?em to me that some non-
Bible plants should be combined with the Cardan so that people
will not get discouraged and riot try it again.

Our hrilp problem is ae bad as ever and we are struggling
on with Jufit about one half that we should have.

We .had a stood winter here ?,nd while the weather was mild
it rained a lot and the weather in the spring has been cold and
wet up to thin time, when we arê 1̂  dry that it begins to look
like last summer, not the bent for plants.

Mrs A'h^eler Is a lot better and 1 hope that she will be
able to get out more. Thanking you I remain

&
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July 1, 1953

Rev. Thomus J. JStaploton, Administrator
L*t. Joseph's Church

Street
Hole, i/iass.

Dear Father ttapletom

Mr. UcTague ano I art happy to report th~t with tht assistance
of frienas, ana especially the Catholic pre&m, ths worlc of Mary's
Gardens has continued to &row 0ince we vi^itea with you last au*«er.
I-'ull length articled a^p«areo irj the Catholic Art Quarterly, Catholio
Llgest, vjoluiabiar Catholic Worlu ano Catholic *aJjiO, axaong others ^ ana
al^o iu Uie Irish Ecclesiastical Kecoru aua liovena { British) . Le«4
sales were up about three times froa 1952.

£oiuehow in the raiaat of our various ta»*s we never got off to
you the set of representative articles etc. which we prosiaeo la»t
year, toe are now finally senuing thew off uoo«r ^epsr&te oov@r, so
that you c:~-«;n have thta in the rectory or w&Ke any othtr ua« you want
to of tteui.

Enclosed herewith are copies of the article re^rlnte "garu»nirig
for Our L.:-*6y" aria "Houorirj^ ^-.ry with Gou's Artistry " j alao of our
blue coupon. \'»e |iav© th«ee available for quantity oistritoution without
charge, in c«i0e you or perhaps ooe of your parishioBers coulo use *
quantity of them. W« recall our Discussion with you aua Mr. feh@ei«r
ano Aiifis Harrison in which it see».«<i prudent riot to Itave any leaflets
in the tower room at present, but if! another set of articles auch &s
the OTJ© we 6 re senoing you coulu be so used, just give us the word*
arid we ' l l pull another one together.

wir. Wheeler wrote UB recently that he .has restoreo a few more of
the wiary flowers of popular tradition to the garcien this year, but
tliat Misa Harrison was not able to procs@<3 with the more extensive
plan ano restoration of the notice about the flowers eto, which she
proposed at our meeting last susuaer.

Mr. McTague ana I hope that one or both of u*» caa visit %oo<5*
Hole in August; and if we can we will certainly look forward to
renewing our acquaintance with you at that tiose.

Renpectfuliy yours,



Uuly 3, i.953

ear i»r. Foloy,

On the aasusiption that you won't be able to get to Phila. tJbuii
euaaaer, as you wrote you might, I 'a cropping you a line' 'to iaentlon
tiiat lay wife ana I have arranged to visit with a^r sister in Cotuit
curing the thiro week in August, ana to suggest that perhaps you
coulo arrange to visit the Wooes Hoi® garoen etc. ar.o Mr, V/haeler
w i th us .

buring recant weeks ^e have b«eri Going quite a bit of work with
a ee t of 24 x 24 colored lantern sliuea we have been develop ing. It
was recently suggested to uatthat while the slices show quite well
the Flowers of Our Laay anu various garden shots etc., we should
enoeavor to oevelop *oj*e photos which vsoulu have the type of "oarthi-
neas" ano "guts" which wouio inove those who have not previously cone
**ny garoenirig to want to rush out anu get their hant-s Into the soil
etc.. Loom -vhing which woulu give a seuae of the 00 11 aisfi worfc^s as well
as of beauty auu cevotlon. Corae thing which woulo swve people to get
out into their back ,/aru, ruther tl'ian just soy, "Jh, how oeautiful."1

r-@rl;aps with your lecturing experience ana ©aitori^l
ec you coulc £a&x.e 6oiae »Uagtat»10O0 along tliese lines. Lo you
fop example, of any gooo large color illutrations or photos of

t*eee sprouting ariu of ruotw growing into the grouno . . , perhaps
ii, successive stages ? (v.e noteo with ir)ter«®t the article "The iiiae-
i/^pse ,.,ovie" on p. B2 of the July 6, TIME. We saw the woyK Ott oi<3 for
Lisney's "Nature's Half Acre", This is the sort of thing we are looking
for. In fact, J'ca gettt' & a letter off to Ott.)

Another thought. Looking ahead to next year, we are considering the
possibility that we might be able to get an article of aoaie sort In
one of the secular magazitses such as House a no Garden. If you have
any suggeations as to author®, euitor contacts etc., or other ideas,
we 'd appreciate having them. v«e have in aiino a coablpa tion of the
feoowB Hole shrine unc the ti^ry Garoen work. (¥i® wrote an ^rtioli) along
theae lines recently for the religious press, which we ar© enoet*voring
to get published.)

I hope we finally get to see you this

Sincerely youra,



e«*r kiss I-'arriason,

July l£>, 195J

the several pieces of literature we have s«nt you froiu tJUae to
tiuc our ing the past saontha have inoicateo, *$r. wid'ague «*JQO I faav«
b*teii able to continue with our l^ary '» Garo*ns work in toe. ye&r »lnc»
we hau the pleasure of meeting you In feoofie , *jolo iatst July*

Mr. l&hetler wrote us a few weeks back that h« has restored a f«w
more of the olv- flowsr vari@ti«® to the Garden of Our JL^cy thla »pring|
Uit tlist you anu he were not able to get together to worJc out a revi»«6
ana eiu$>ilf iect planting pl^n afton.g ti.« linaa proposeo last suwser.
V.« of courts.® qan appreciate the ooatacles of ti*e, travel ario prior

which aaay have prevent® w this.

If it appears thax. you will not betiubl* to pursu® tills aatt«r of
the revitosjo pj.au, I wortcer if jou woulu iiav© any ob^ectioiis if we ®«re
to go into this question in a li-tl«» owre oet&il with «ar, \Uiuel«r
ourselvfc-8. ky wife anu I plan to via it wluh wy sieier in Cotuit th*
»'.««K of Augu»t 16th, which will give aw an opportunity to s»p«oia a littl«
iiiore ti«!e with la*. ¥hfc«ler. If- you hfc»pp«n to be in the srt«t at th«
tii^e, I hope I will see you "gain. J can b@ r^acheci c/o Prict, the
V. es« OX) Houae, Cotuit.

Mr. L&nlel Foley, of HOKTICULTUKE, hopes to seet m« ii'i
,:!ole to S'~e tl,«s Tower anu < : , ; - • . tx;en. You prooably »aw hi»
"i,]ai7 !,,'t.p ».-ni*", ID this ^e-xr ' s T12: lindyu^ILT.

o ! . La rim & . . >11| and with best wishes for tlie eturnaer,
- a« J I , I an,

Lin eerily yovirs,

(
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July 8, 1953

Mr. John Stokes
Mary's Gardens
901 South liJth St.
Philadelphia 1|3, Pa.

Dear Mr. Stokes:

Thank you for your letter of July 3 • I am
remiss indeed for not having sent you the reprints on
the Mary Gardens. These are going forward to you
under separate cover today.

I shall be most happy to discuss your ideas
when you come to Cotuit in August. It is really.
difficult at the moment to answer you adequately since
we are shortly going into color and the pressure of
my dtities are such that I cannot give adequate time
to my correspondence at the moment. However, the
best way to accomplish what you want is to trash it
out in conversation. Believe me, I am looking forward
to meeting you.

With kindest regards, I am

Sincerely yours,

Daniel J. Foley
Editor

DJF:lc
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July 21, 1953

Mr. John S. Stokes Jr.
901 South Forty-Seventh Street
Philadelphia 14,3* Pennsylvania

Dear John Stokes:

Thank you for your letter of July 19. I am happy
to know that you were pleased with the reprints. I am
sure that we can arranged to have additional copies made
by offset if you need them. Usually the printer holds
the type for a few months but I will be glad to do what
I can to help you in this matter.

Thank you for giving me your summer address in
Cotuit. I am planning to visit you because I am most
anxious to talk with you. With kindest regards, I am,

Sincerely yo

Daniel J. Poley-
EDITOR

DJFtdm



July 21» 1963

Ed itor
The BOSTON SUNDAY POST
Boston, l,*as©aciiusetts

tear Sir:

We have just now received a letter froea a frleno viaitiag Woods
»«*ss., informing us that an article Is boicg written by a young
ori the subject of the Angelus Tower aria Garoen of Our Lauy, St.

Joaeph's Cuureh, Woods Hoi©, . . . for publication In several weeks
In an eoition of the SUNDAY POST.

Enclosed is an article manuscript on the saae subject which w*
are senuing you in the thought that it might co&taia soae baclcgrouiKi
or interpretive aasterial wi.ich wouM be helpful to your writer, if
her article has not yet been written.

As we at i'&ry's Garc-ens are engaged lia a non-profit, religious
work, we &re happy to offer this MltAri&l to you gratuitously for any
us« you may see fit . . . including publication in whole or in part.
If your use of It is limited to source cmterial, we would appreciate
it, however, if you «soul6 return it to us after it tea servcu its pur-
pose, In order that we oay proceed with our original plan of seeking

publication in the religious press.

For the added assistance of your writer w® ar® also enclosing
sooie printeu taaterials on our work, which received its impetus from
the 1-oocs Hole g&roen. which your writer csay keep for her files. Jjo-
cluoeo in these fflaterials is a reprint of an article by fcanial J.
Foley, l^itor of HORTJCULTUKE taagazine, Horticultural iiall, 300
Hunoreci initsBachusetts Avenue, Boston.

Very truly yours,

Joim S. Stokes Jr.
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Telephone
tAfayett« 3-7999,

259 WASHINGTON STREET, BOSTON 6, MASS.

SUNDAY DEPART^NT
JULY 23, 1953

Dear •'ohn Stokes:

Your material has come to us unfortunately too late
for any of it to be usable in the story on the Woods Hole Garden
which I have already w r i t t e n and which already has been set,
though it 's not slated to appear in our magazine for about three
weeks, I ^uess.

I would have liked to see your raaterial for the names
of the flowers and the informat ion about the bell tower. Though
1 went to Mps. Mllie's home and talked to her daughter, i did
not f ind out exactly all the informat ion I would hove liked.
I wrote ray story wi th what 1 had, for we cannot spend overly
long on newspaper pieces.

H o w e v e r , I'd like to tell y .u that the iden t i f i ca t ions
to which you refer in your story are missing in the garden.
Wot only h-vive the var ie t ies of f lowers been r educed , but there 's
no wny of iden t i fy ing w h a t ' s there. The pastor of the church did
say you p lanned to get up i den t i f i c a t i ons this summer there, and I
hope you do, esp f>ci al ly s ince iwrs. Mllie is no . longer able to
do anything M b o u t her garden and the pastor has enough to do ou ts ide
i t . (hot tha t you may n o t . , tool But h e ' d never know how to
i d e n t i f y the f l ower s . )

I th ink the Mary Gardens are a wonderful idea, in my
story, though, since it is for a secular paper, I had to tone
down the religious angle q u i t e a bi t . Your name and your par tner s
are ment ioned in it, though. I do plan to buy sotne of your seeds
and dis t r ibute them to gardener friends and when i have a moment
to t h i n k it ou t , will mail you a check and an order .

merely, p ,

Anne Thoaia!



MARY! GARDENS JOURNAL o-r John s. stokes Jr.
and Falmouth

Selected entries covering John S. Stokes Jr. visits in Woods Hole/with Wallace K.
Butler, Rev. Thomas J. Stapleton, Mr. & Mrs. William McNeece, Daniel J. Foley, c

dheel.er and others, A ug us t 1 6th through 24-th. 1953

On arriving at the Garden Atmist 16th, I found that this year Mr. Wheeler had added
the annuals, Our Lady's Thistle, Our Lady's Earrings and Our Lady's Pincushion . . .
in addition to Our Lady's Eardrops, Oxir Lady by~the-*Gate, Rosemary, Mary's Gold and
St. Joseph's Staff, which were there last year. The central bed is still agerattnn and
petunias (mostly blue and white, but some red).

John Price took 100 ft. of l6mm colored movies of the Tower and Garden for me, (speakirig
o^ the statue as "Mary": "I'd like to shoot this shot from here, so as to <*et both Mary
and that bed there in, as well as the water" etc.).

On returning to continue the t>hotos after lunch, we met a man and his assistant to do
some work on the Anp-elus Bells mechanism. The man was Wallace K. Butler, Woods Hole,
Mass., a retired General Electric Company technician, who had devised an accurate
automa?i§?tT"m?n<T device to rinir the bells, which - a^ter several months of testim -
h-e was just then permanently connecting. The bell mechanism is energized when a series
circxiit is closed through the clock hour, minute and second hands, when they are at the
proper time (1.0 seconds before the -fire house whistle.") The mechanism is especially
designed and constmcted so that it can be stopped 30 seconds after (by the clock readin?)
the time (e."-. 12:00 Noon) the time the settine- is to be made by the firehouse whistle.
When the whistle blows, you wait 20 seconds and then start the clock with a special
switch . . . leaving it still 10 seconds ahead.

Mr. Butler tripped the bells manualy *"or me so that I could make a tape recording of
thefr ringing . . . 3 3's hi?h (Mendel); 3 3 '3 low (Pasteur). Mr Butler stated that
although the si<?n at the le^t of the Tower door stated the opposite, the high pitched
bell was named Mendel, and the low one Pasteur. I later corroborated this by directly
readinrr the names and inscriptions engraved on the bells when - at his sueffrestion -
I climbed up inside the Tower to the top to take some photos looking down at the Garden.
I also made a tape recording of Mr. Butler's story of the Bell mechanism. Needless to
say, it is more reasonable that Mendel, which rin?s first, should have the inscription,
"I will teach you of life and of life eternal", and Pasteur, which rings second, should
have the inscription, "Thanks be to God."

Transcript of tape recording:

W. B. "I have had charge of the bell -ring in? mechanism for some 35 years, since its
installation, and its mechanism consists of two units. One operates the hammers that
strike the bells, the mechanism bein? in the Tower; and the other fs a clock in the
priest's house which trips the ringing mechanism three times a day - morning, noon and
nicrht. The trippin? mechanism, all the apparatus o^ which was built in England, consists
o* a weight-wound clock which runs a week with one winding, and trips the bells at 7:00
a.m., 12:00 Noon and 6:00 at night. The difficulty has been that not only does the clock
require winding every seven days, but it is impossible to keep a clock on perfect time.
It will train or lose slowly so that after a few days or so, it will be either a few
minutes fast or a few minutes slow - not that it matters particularly, but of course
if it wasn't attended to it would soon be prohibitively out of the way.

"In order to overcome that, I, with Mrs. Lillie's permission made inquiries into wh&t
I could sret in 4he way of what they call a program clock - that is, a device that they
use in schools and other places to rin? the bells at desired intervals. But I found on
account of the war conditions, and government restrictions on metals, it was impossible
to get anythin?, and neither could I find exactly what I wanted, in any event. So, having
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MARY'S •'iASDSKS JOURNAL - August 16, 1953 (cont'd)

a shop of tools and beinp1 mechanically inclined, I spent last winter in designing and
buildin01 an apparatus which works on the same principle as the common household electric
clock; that is, a little synchronous motor that keeps perfect time . . . year in and
year out, the only difficulty bein? o-f course if the electric current is interrupted,
then the clock stops and when it starts up again it is slow that much. I have a red
light that indicates that has happened and I come down and rs—set it. The beauty of
the electric device is that it can never ?ain or lose; and once it's set correctly
it never varies.

"That is just beiw installed now this very day. It was installed on a trial basis for
several months this Spring; operated very well; so that now it's going to bg permanently
installed and take the place op the clock in the Parish House, the priest's house,
which will be used as an auxiliary in case the device here needs repairs or needs to
be taken out.

J.S. "It's certainly my good fortune that on this day, when I've been taking photographs
O-P the Garden and came with the express purpose of recording the bells rins-ifyg the
Angelus, I should meet you here. I'm sure that most of the people who hear the bells
ringing have no idea of the art and science which" have gone in back of it to make it
possible.

"I understand that THE FALMOUTH ENTERPRISE, however, wrote up some aspects of your
work. When was it? Just last week?"

W B. "They made a botch of it."

J.S. "Thanks ever so much; and I hope to see you every year when I come up."

W.B. "Life is very uncertain and I have a voting neighbor friend, Mr. Frederick Lawrence,
sixteen, who is as good or perhaps a better mechanic than I and understands the
mechanism. With the instructions I have given him, i* anything happens to me, he is all
ready to take over. Freddy, why don't you say just one word?"

F.L. "I'm not much on making speeches."

J.S. "It's wonderful that not only have you taken care o*" the present, but you're
looking ^orward to continuity on the future. We're sure that steps will be taken to
see that the Garden is well rn.aintain.ed in the future, too."

"Thanks again ever so much."

W.B. "If you publish any magazine articles, I wish you would send me copies ... or
if you have any printed matter."

J.S. "I certainly will. I certainly will."

W.3. "All right."

J.S. "Thank you."

<
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WALLACE K. IHITLKK

Engineer's Home-Made Mechanism
Rings Bells In Woods Hole Tower.. lbk

Last November Wallace K.
Butler of Woods Hole, a retired
^tectrical engineer, decided to
design and build an electric
program clock that would ring
the bells of St. Joseph's tower on
Millneld street. This week the
mechanism was completed and
tested and next week will be
placed in the tower's chapel
toom.

As caretaker of the bells Mr.
Butler has for many years at-
tended to the winding, adjusting
ftnd setting of the old weight-
driven clock at St. Joseph's rec-
tory. His newly completed elo-
trical mechanism eliminates all
the attention required by the

a r i n g i n g hoin a r r i v e s
oi the second hand

a c o n l a c l w h i c h closes
Hy closing this c i r c u i t ,
t h e same p r i n c i p a l as

a w a l l , a
t h e bells

l . i H t ; any m u g i a i u can K, .aidi
us the k i n d u h l c h i Ings , , ' hoo l
bells automatically, thla Is de-
signed to' r ing the bel ls at cer-
t a i n t imes I n l Ins case the bel ls
r ing at. 7 00 A .M. , noon and 6
I ' M I t Is designed w i l l ) a sweep
second h a n d , a m i n u t e h a n d ,
and an hour h a n d These 1 ( e v o l v e
on a 1M h o u r , doub le d i a l and
I h c r e l o i e d o nol r i n g t h e be l l s
a l s i m i l a r h u m s in Hie n i g h t
Several o i l i e r hands show (he
r i n g i n g hours and serve as con-
tacts

W h e n
the tip
touches
a c i r c u i t
w h i c h I;
p l u g g i n g a l amp in
motor starts up neai
which causes the bell hammers
to strike.
Glass-Windowed llox

When M r . B u t l e r a t t a c h e s ( h e
clock to the chapel c e l l i n g next ,
week it wi l l be encased in a
small wooden box w i t h a glass
window. He has des igned it so
that, the c.lock can be removed

for repairs without unfas ten ing
the e n t i r e box.

Mr H u t l o r used the clock to
ring the bo l l s du r ing the past
th roe months He removed It
r ecen t ly for Html adjustments

' b e f o r e p u t t i n g It I n t o pe rmanen t
service

Born I n v Boston Mr . B u t l e r
came to K a l m n u t h as a boy. He
' l i v e d in w h a t Is now the Crane
house w h i c h was b u i l t by his fa-
I her a t B u t l e r ' s P o i n t , now c a l l
ed . l u n i p e i Po in t He l i v e s qu ie t
I v in h i : , home 1 on Nobska road
l e n d i n g h i s g a r d e n a n d wi ,| k i n g
i n I n . I m p o c c a s i o n a l l y

old clock a i f cd has I.he added ad-
vantage of exact aci uracy, Liar-
ring any power 1 allures.

Mr. Butler spent all of last
winter and spring completing
the device. His earlier inquiries
about purchasing such a clock
from manufacturers revealed
that the kind particularly need-
ed for St. Joseph's tower would
have to be made to order.
Home Workshop

Mr. Butler, who retired from
General Electric in 1910, has a
well equipped shop at his home
where he has designed many un-
usual electrical devices to in-
corporate in his house. Here he
produced the intricate mech-
anism for the church tower.



MARY'S GARDENS JOURNAL of John S. Stokes Jr. - Ausrust 16, 1953 (eont'd)

I also met at the Garden: Mrs. George Ferris, P.O. Box 422, Woods Hole, Mass., who
came tip to us and said, "I couldn't help overhearing all you've been doing and saying.
Tell me what publication you're writing this up for. I'd like to have a copy when it
comes out." This presented an excellent opportunity to show both _her and Mr. Butler
the box file of '52 and '53 publicity. Mr. Butler appeared overjoyed that the shrine
was becoming known all over the U.S. and world. "I didn't realize there was anything
particularly,unusual about it. Aren't there other Angelus Towers? I thought Mrs. Lillie
had something to do with one in Chicago somewhere. Also, I didn't realize there was a
story behind the Garden." Later, he said,"This is the first time in my life I've either
been written up in a newspaper, or made a recording . . . and both within a week."
"I gave the FALMOtTTH ENTERPRISE a technical description of how the bell ringing mechanism
works. When the article came out, there was a lorn story about me and nothing about
the bell mechanism."

Mr. Ferris said that he had lived in Woods Hole for years, but was just now visiting
the Tower -for the first time, after reading the ENTERPRISE article about Mr. Butler.
Mrs. Ferris was most interested in the CATHOLIC DIGEST copy I showed her, and wrote
down the subscription address.

I spoke briefly to Father Stapleton and made a, date for 10 A.M. Tuesday. He introduced
me to another priest with him, Father Madden. S.J..

pa<ther Stapleton: "Do you have your projector and slides with you? Brine them on
Tuesday. There's a man and his wife in the parish who would like to see them. They're
very interested in ^ardenin?, and I've given them your file of articles to read."

While we were making the tape recordings, Mrs. Rodman Hanson and her sister, Mrs. Santa
( Maria, visited the shrine; and from the post card photo we had sent them in '51 (Prouille

Retreat House list, Philadelphia) they recognized the garden as the origiginal Mary
Garden. They forsrot entirely that Woods Hole had anything to do with Mary's Gardens,
but -beim dealers in art objects - they remembered the association of the statue.

Mrs. Ferris: Isn't the statue an oriental one? Mrs. Lillie's brother, Frank Crane, from
Chicago, also 4 convert, spent a great deal of time in the Orient, 3n China
which she knew from a relative who used to work for the Cranes.

Mr. Butler: "Mrs. Lilli® mow has three nurses, on 24-hour duty, and is very feefele.
She has very few lucid moments. It would be very difficult to visit her."

Mr. Butler: "Mr. _______ r^ave the shrine land to the Church, so that its view would
never be blocked."

August 18. 1953

Kept my appointment with Father Stapleton at St. Joseph's Rectory. He apologized Chat
the parishioners he had mentioned were not able to come at that time, as he had hoped,
but gave me their name and address and said he would make a tentative appointment for
me to visit their home after Itinch, Thursday, which I should confirm: Mr. & Mrs. William
McNeece, Main Road, West Falmouth, Mass.

However, Father Staplaston's assistant for the summer was there: Rev. Arthus J. Madden,
S.J., Holy Cross College, Worcester 3, Mass, and wanted to see the color slides. "Father
Madden loves flowers. When we're driving along the road, he'll make me stop the car so
he can p-et out and look at some wild -flowers."

Father Stapleton noted that despite all the plans made for the restoration of the original
flowers and an explanatory notice or sign last summer, nothing had happened. Hs said that
on several occasions, people had asked him the names of the flowers and he wasn't able
to help them out. He said that markers rieht at the various flower varieties would be
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most helpful. He had reference here particularly to Anne Thomas of the BOSTON POST
Sunday Department, who had come to do an article several weeks ago. He said that
fortunately a Doctor HLoch, "head" of the University of Pennsylvaina Dept. fxf Botany
was sitting in the Garden reading, and was able to identify the flowers botanically,
although not religiously. Dr. HLoch: "This is the most peaceful spot in all of
Woods Hole."

Stapleton repeated once again that he has no definite knowledge about the fund
that Mrs. Lillie is supposed to have set up for the maintenance of the Tower and Garden.
He said that a "man from a Chicago bank" who is trustee for the fund was supposed to
have visited him last Fall to discuss the matter, but changed his plans as the time
prew near, and did not make the trip. He said that he would expect that the responsi-
bility for the maintenance would fall to the Pastor of St. Joseph's, and he thought
that would be alright provided that sufficient income was available for the maintenance
of the Garden. He didn't want to see the Church'left holding the bag . . . because
the Parish isn't self-supporting anyway." He said that he himself wouldn't have time
to give any sort of close attention to the detailed care of the Garden; but that if he
had a planting plan and some funds, he could certainly employ a caretaker, just as he
does for the Church and Rectory grounds. I suggested that a committee of parishioner-
frardeners would bs the best thing, because it would bring about active parishioner
rarticipation, and "really make the Garden a parish project." Also, it would cost less,
and thereby permit funds to accumulate for major restorations, such as the retaining
wall, or building up the ground as it settles, or after storm damage. I repeated our
thought of last year that the shrine should in any case become a sourcB of income for
the Church. . . pointing out that in view of the international acceptance and acclaim
being ?iven the Mary's Gardens idea, the Woods Hole Tower and Garden, together with
St. Joseph's Church, could - ©specially as a parishioner-maintained religious work -
become a world-famoxis shrine which people would visit. This could move themrto start
similar gardens at their own churches, schools, institutions, homes, etc. Each time
I brought up a committee of parishioners, h© said, "I think a lot of good will come
from seeing the McNeece's,"

Father Madden mentioned all the Catholic erardeners who work for wealthy Protestants'
estates around Boston ^ "The gardeners are practically all Catholics" - and suggested
what wonderful Mary Gardens they could produce, with all their training. "I don't
like the (Hannel) statue of Our Lady very much, do you?" "Well, it did seem very different
at first, but I've com© to think very highly of it." "You mean it sort of/n-rows on you?"
"Yes."

I asked Father Stapleton whether the Bishop of Fall River had particularly inquired
of him into the matter of the Tower and Garden. "No, he's much too busy with other
more pressing matters." "But he hasn't indicated any objection to the publicity being
<?iven to them?" "Oh, no, nothin? like that."

August 20. 1953

Drove to Woods Hole in time for the noon ringin? of the Aneelus. Mr. Butler was there
to set the clock by the Fire House horn. To me: "To give the devil his due, I must say
you're a pretty suave and agreeable euy. I hope you'll look me up the next time you
come back. And don't forget to send me copies of the photographs." He told two amusing
anecdotes about people who asked him, while he was inside the Tower working on the
b«ll-ringing mechanism: 1) "How do you get into the Church?", and 2) "What is this, a
memorial to fishermen?"

I visited the McNeeces by appointment at 3:00 P.M. in West Falmouth. Lovely new little
house with plenty of shrubs and petunias and marigolds along front and side walls and
borders of the yard, and in front of the house. Mr. McNeece had been ill recently, and
now has to"slow down and take it easy." He used to do all the gardening work himself,

he Has. to employ a man to do the heavy work, under his direction. We showed the
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slides to them and to another couple who were visiting, proposing that it would be
good if the Woods Hole Garden of Our Lady could be tended by a parishioner committee,
as a parish project. They had a sense for, and were most receptive to both the Mary
Garden idea, and the idea of a parish committee.

*ft

They explained that "All the people who have been maintaining the Tower and Garden
have been Protestants, so that the parishioners have never really felt it was theirs
. . . not to mention thinking of tending it. Also, the work that these people are paid
to do represents a source of income which they guard and watch most jealoxisly. Each
man in a small community like Woods Hole has his fingefin a lot of pies - financial,
real estate, stores, maintenance jobs for summer people, etc., etc. - which results in
a very delicate interlocking and overlapping of interests. And there are very few
Catholics in Woods Hole, you know."

After the slides wer© finished, we went out into their backyard flower and vegetable
warden. In addition to their regular Mary Golds, they had planted a number of Our Lady's
Earrings, obtained as seedlings from a Polish neighbor, after learning of the Mary
Garden idea from Father Stapleton. They had many rows of beautiful Qladiolas, which
they ?row for the altar at St. Joseph's (I had noted them on Sunday). I told them the
legend about the golden chrysanthemum. All their plants looked extremely healthy and.
vigorous. He showed us his cold frames, in which he starts annuals seeds about April 1st.
(This year a rat p-ot in and destroyed a lot of the seedlings, so he hdd to augment his
own with some purchased from a local p;re0nhouseman.) When I espied a small Mary's Candle
growing as a "weed" din the field around his warden, he showed me a tremendous one, about
8 ft. tall, with three or four levels of secondary candles. Literally hundreds of
Madonna's Herb plants were p'rowim? in the ^rass around the ed^es of the garden also.
Many rose bxishes at the back of the house. Moraim ^lories (Our Lady's Mantle) climbing
np a pole. They showed us a color slide of a painting of Our Lady of Fatima, by a
European artist, in the Portugese Catholic Church of East Falmouth.

As we left, I ur?ed them to press the parish committee idea for the Garden of Our
Lady, since they were so horticjrltxirally proficient.

August 21. 1953

Talked briefly with Mrs. Goffin today, next door to the rectory. She kept apologizing
for not havin? started any sort of Mary GaWen herself, since our meeting last year.
"I've had so many relatives visiting- me that I haven't been able to get to my garden
this year." I said that of course we would be happy if she had a Mary Garden, but
whether she w4s able to have one or not, we hoped she would like to know of the progress
of our work, and of the acclaim beinp received internationally by the Mary Garden
idea . . . which had been in the past, and could be in restoration, the moving force
behind the Garden of Our Lady across the street from her house.

Finished my cataloging of books in the shrine library.

Met Daniel J. Foley, Editor of HORTICULTURE, at 11:̂ 5 at the Woods Hole R.R. station,
and reached the shrine in time for the ringine- of the An?elus. He thought well of the
religious sense of the Garden, and pointed out: "It's small enough so that almost
anyone could have one like it*. You ou?ht to make up a •Dlantirw plan which others coxild
ôllow. They could adapt it to a rectangular shape, etc. if required by the shape of
their plot." Re. the statue, he said, "It's much more beautiful than it showed up in
the photographs. I could have it sketched by an artist in such a way as to bring out
the grace and beauty in a way which would be difficult with a camera."

In respect to the restoration of the Garden, he spoke with understanding of the role
of the Founder, in any organization, and the difficulties encountered in maintaining
continuity in making the transition to the surviving organization. Often the Founder,
himself or hersel^ cannot see what has to be done; and someone else who does - and
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who yet sees the crood which the Founder originated - has to take initiative. He saw
that this was the sitiiation here, with Mrs. Lillie; and also he appreciated all the
local circumstances of pastor vis-a-vis donor, parishioners vis-a-vis caretakers, etc.

After lunch we visited Wilfred Wheeler's farm. Most of the time was taken up by
hortictiltural conversation between Mr. Foley and Mr. Wheeler. The following points,
however, were covered refrardinp: the Woods Hole Garden of Our Lady:

1. Mr. Wheeler is desirous of restoring additional flowers to the Garden. He
wants to keep the central bed more or less as it is, for color, but wants to
put the Mary-Flowers in the border beds.

2. In view of Mrs. Lilliefs present condition: irrational, 3 trained nurses, etc.
he êels free to proceed without the necessity o" .̂ n.&ining permission from
her. (He mentioned that Miss Harrison had attempted to obtain approval from
Mrs. Lillie for last year's proposed action, and had received an unpleasant
or irrational response.)

3. We are to write him proposing varieties for restoration.

.̂ We are to prepare sign or notice copy, which does not becessarily have to
follow Mrs. Lillies 1932 and 1937 notices. Also, markers for the bê s.

5. We will obtain plants from Rex Pearce, our cooperating nurseryman in Moorestown,
N. J., as required, and also seeds for annuals.

The whole (1 hour) visit was most friendly and sociable.

Au?ust 24. 1953

Said good-bye to Father Madden, S. J. (Father Stapleton was not in), and paid a return
visit to Wilfred Wheeler, We sat and talked with Mr. & Mrs. Wheeler in their herb garden
terrace. Then Mr. Wheeler and I went into the dinin? room, and his study, where he
showed me Hume's new book on Holly. Amon? the photos and mementos on the wall of his
study was a Madonna and Child with Madonna Lilies. He had a book by his niece, which
just came out this year: "Period Flower Arrangement", by Margaret Fairbanks; Marcus,
Barrow, N. Y., 1953i which had a chapter on the Middle Ages and Renaissance periods.
He was delighted over the parallel to the Mary Garden idea.

He p-ave the name of the architects who designed the Angelus Tower as Coolidge, Bullfinch

& Sheply, Ames Building, Washington St., Boston. It was through work'they did for the
Marine Biological Laboratory buildings that they were chosen by Mr. &AJrs. Lillie to
design the Tower.

He continued in his enthusiasm for the Garden restoration. He mentioned that he has
seen annuals flowers continue bloomin?, without a killing frost, a^ter Thanksgiving,
and su^o-estod that Christmas and Lenten Roses could be planted for winter and early
sprinf bloom. He referred periodically to the financial limitation of 2 hours per week
to maintain the Garden during the summer . . . except for the additional time required
for Sprinp planting. He suggested that Hollyhocks treated as annuals for late Summer
and early Fall bloom, to supplement sprint hollyhock bloom. He also thouitt well of
Briza maxima (Our Lady's Tresses), which Dan Foley noticed erowin? in a nursery bed
Friday. This, Our Lady's Thistle and Scabiosa were from our seeds sent to Father
Stapleton the previous year. "These were about all that came up, although they were
a vsar old."
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Mr. Wheeler stated that he would see if he could, under the present circumstances
o? Mrs. Lillie's health, obtain charge o** the entire shrine, instead of just the Garden,
He was horrifies at the red-brown paint which had been put on the Tower interior -
just as he was at the green paint which had been put on the pate and garden chairs the
year before. He believed that the red-brown paint had bean put on at the direction of
"some nurse" actipt? -for Mrs. Lillie. "I don't think that anyone of her immediate family
has any interest at all in the Tower." . . . "I wish someone closer would take an
interest in the Tower and Garden."

He said he had not put any hollies in the Garden, because o^ the probability o^ theft.
"After all, we don^t want the Garden to take on the role of a temptation." He stated
that a friend of his was planting several church yards with hollies, and that he would
watch and see what happens. He said that there had been practically no disturbance of
the ^arden of Our Lady, except of some of the rarer varieties included in the original
plantin?. About the only abuse he has noticed is the depositing of paper bags, etc.
(Note: Mrs. Coffin reported that children were using the Tower grounds more and more
as a place to play. Once this summer they broke a fairly larsre branch while climbing
on the willow tree. Three or ""our children came in once while I was there, and Mr.
Butler chased them out. At one point Mr. Butler observed: "We don't want to see this
place ruined by becoming too popular.")

(





^SK™. , - ;_ . o* the Virginthe "Bfery" gflrden. Sister Frances Sedan?* Wazarem

Q^u j£^S

By TAMENA JOHN

IHOOKED in the elbow of
9 a. small Woods Hole in-

let nestles one of the
Id's tiniest, but most per-
: retreats — a medieval
iry" garden.
i an area not much more
i 20 feet wide and 50 feet
Z, the "Mary" garden,
ight out of old England,
^rns at the foot of an old
ian be!5 tower—the tower
3t. Joseph.
a one side, the garden

: >es* quickly down to a tisy
i .-. On the other aide a 6-foot

ge of soft English yew hides
rom view. In its centre the
3e is broken by a wooden
: which invites the stranger
i a sign reading: "Please-

„ ir, but close the gate."
h« garden is a sanctuary oi
ie and silence where any-
is welcome.

'a the opposite side of the
;et stands St. Joseph's
•rch. And across the bay
n the gently sloping garden
ids the Woods Hole Marine
logical Laboratory. Thesa

;—BOSTON POST MAGAZWE

A statue of the Virgin stands in the wary garaen. ou»»» . *»*«.*», ~~~~.
Rochester, N. Y., who is working at the Marine Biological Laboratory, enjoys the flowers. The bay

is visible in the background.

First Medieval Garden in V. S.
At Woods Hole Has Inspired Planting

Of Hundreds Like It Across Land
two landmarks, each in its way,
had a bearing on the origin of
this secluded haven.

Twenty-five years ago, Mrs.
Frank R. Lillie of Chicago and
Woods Hole" — a convert to
Catholicism—wanted to make
a floral tribute of her devotion
to the Virgin Mary. She want-
ed this tribute to stand where
her husband Frank, an eminent
scientist who served as direc-
tor and president of the Woods
Hole Marine ,Bioiogicar tab-
oratory, could see it from the
windows of his summertime
of Sees.

TO HONOR MARY

On land owned by St.
Joseph's Church, she establish-
ed the medieval garden, unlike
anything seen anywhere sines
the 16tM century. In Medieval
England, when the country was
known as "Mary's Dowry,"
there were some 500-odd va-
riety of "Mary-flowers." All
through the countryside, gar-
dens were planted with flowers
honoring t're Virgin. After the

Reformation, the names of
these flowers were changed.

Mrs. Lillie, with the aid of
her landscape architect and her
gardener, dipped into the an-
cient past to resurrect the old
flowers, and their old names.
And these she had built in St.
Joseph's bell tower, which stiil
contains a tiny library for those
who want to use their solitude
for reading instead of reverie
and prayer,

ffSARS. Tam AJfGELUS

Through Ris open windows at
the Marine Bioio'gfcal Labora-
tory. Dr. Frank Lillie could
hear the Angel-as three times a
day ringing sweetly over the
waters from the bell tower.

Until his death a few years
ago, he could sea in the dis-
tance the blooms of the- "Miry"
garden, ai! known by their an-
cient English names. There
were: Our Lady's Mantle.
morning glory; Virgin Flower,
periwinkle; Our Lady's De-
light, pansy; Eyes of Mary,
fonjet - ae - not: Our Lady's

Glove, foxglove; Our Lady's
Keys, cowslip; Our Lady's Fin-
gers, honeysuckle; Our Lady's
Tears, lily-of-the-valley; Puri-
fication Flower, snowdrop;
Oar Lady's Eardrops, fuchsia;
Our Lady's Slippers, colum-
bine; Our LadVs Thimble,
bluebells of Scotland; Our
Lady's Modesty, wild violet;
Our Lady's Birthday, aster;
Our Lady's Earrings, balsam,
and Mary's Gold, marigold.

And there were vast numbers
More. Today, Dr. LilMe is dead,,
and his wife, Frances Crane
Lillie (herself a doctor of med-
icine) is 84 and ailing, but the
Mary's Garden still stands.
though Atlantic storms have
whittled down some of its flor-
al variety.
LABOR OF LOVE

The Lillie garden gavs im-
petus three years ago to the
idea of "Mary" gardens
'throughout the country. Two
Philadelphians, John S. Stokes,
Jr., and Edward A. McTague,
who hr.d seen tie Woods Hole

garden did considerable re-
search into the history of old
English flowers, packeted seeds
for Mary's Gardens and began
a mail-order business to en-
courage these medieval gardens.
Their -enture was a purely
non-profit one, a labor of love.
Last year, nearly 500 "Mary-
gardens bloomed across the
land.
HER SECOND HOME

Mrs. Lillie —born France*
Crane of the wealthy industrial
Cranes of Chicago—considered
Woods Hole her second home.
She spent 60 summers there and
it was there in .1894, she and her

-husband, -Frank,, met. A. >"ea*
later, they were married.

In a day when serious educa-
tion for women-was frowned
upon, Mrs. Lillie had studied
medicine and received her de-
gree from Northwestern Um-
versity. Her husband was a pro-
fessor at Chicago University
most of his professional life.

The Lillies had foar children
—all of them girls. To compen-

. sate for the lack of sons, they
adopted three beys. Frances
Crane Lillie loved traveling
and lived abroad in, ?«»« a
good deal. It was while there
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»h« met the German Baron Von
Hugel who was instrumental in
her conversion to Catholicism.

The bell tower at Wood*
Hole, like the garden around it,
is also a medieval reproduction.
Its massive sculptured door and
th« tiny Stations of the Cross
inside are the work of the noted
Italian sculptor, Alfeo Faggi
of Woodstock, N. Y.

A Boston landscape archi-
tect, Miss Dorothea K. Harri-
ton. had a hand in-planning the
garden 25 years ago.

Frequently, painters will be
found in the ttny retreat com-
mitting to canvas the beauty of
the garden or the bay. Peopla
in the Marine Lab across the
water find the garden a wel-
come retreat for a few mo-
snants at the end of their busy
day.

A German professor—Jewish
—who escape Hitler and Berlin
in the crazed days preceding
the war, saldt

"Ten years Ego, from the

windows of the lab where X
worked, I saw this garden. That
night, I came to find it. Every
summer ever since when I have
come to work here, I have
taken a room close by so that I
could come and sit her* for
a while each evening."

Father Thomas J. Stapleton,
pastor of St. Joseph's Church
across the street, rings the an-
gelus bells in the bell tower
through an electrical control ia
his rectory and he himself
comes frequently to sweep out
the bell tower. But he knows
very few of the peopla who
come to seek the peaceful love-
liness of the Mary Garden.
Most of them, like the profes-
sor, are not members of his
church.

Mrs, LiUie's garden and be!l
tower for a quarter of a cea-
tury has been a source of re-
lease and peace for all who
ehance to discover it. In these
things, it has been a eomiaoa
denominator to M men,

Mrs, Emilyonn Cramer of St Louis, daughter of J&s, Frcmle Lfflle,who created the
"Mary" gardes at Woods Hole, watches feer 15-months-o!d daughter reach for a

miniature Madonna.
AUGUST 30, 1853—t

^
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September 2, 1953

Mr. John S. Stokes
901 South l|.7th Street
Philadelphia {4.3 » Pennsylvania

Dear John:

It certainly was nice to have been able to visit
with you a week ago last Friday at Falmouth, and I hope
to h a v o the pleasure of seeing you again when I get to
Philadelphia.

I have a few things to report. The story which
flpr>o«r'<vi In the Bos ton Post last Sunday is enclosed.
Th'-"»n I inn a t boll you M i n t FaUior i X m n , {Executive Seoret-'iry
o.r tho t l ' i i l o n o l I fe r f t l Llfo Conforei ice , wrote e story
enti t led " T n x j Ceh S a i n t Invoked na Patron of Gardeners"
wh I.cl"i. a p p o o r o d on th^ f ront pnge of the Pilot. This
nr t i . c le la olf io enclosed,

Under separate cover I aiu mailing you a copy of
Louis Hercier's book "Our Lady of the Birds" which I
hope you will enjoy. Please accept it with my compliments
because it I s sent to you that way . With nil good wishers,
I era,

Sincerely yours,

Daniel J. Foley
EDITOH

DJP:dm
Enc.



8, 1965

L<e&r Father Calvin,

Two yttirs ago you expressed the hope that Jury's Gardens
hit the aetropolitaa Sunc&y paper** We are Isappy to report (in case
it hasn't alreac.y cose to your attention) that the Boston liuntftey POST
ran &n article this siwaatr . * . thinks to the Eoitor'a le&raing of
the ., ro^ect ano the teoods Hole garoeo thruugli <f'iii Conniff's article.

&e wer*. able to spciiu a ne®k In tine K»ooci« aole urtsa tnia aumaer,
«nc we are h<->ppy to report that severtil aiore afary i'lowera were
£jy air. Wheeler* These were growo from our »e<e$s. low tJa&t he h&s hacik
a year to look us over, he has pr-oalfised to go aoout a restoration in
a big way next spring. V,e oac© several visits to hia hofiii, ana have
become luoat friendly. Mr. Foley t Editor of HOETICULtTUttE apei^t a oay
with u« at the *..-&roen* iie1* 100&& with ue, a«6 pians a winter of
lectures in ro&ton. V»« also talked with F- ther Staple ton of Lt.
t/os^ph'®, who continues to be Most cordial. He introduced as to
of bis yetir-rouiiCi p«->-rish loners who tta\ a lovely g«,rde» SB whica
grow f lo^ere for the ultar* Mrs. Llllie is v^ry ill, lr*cia«ff»tiallyj
and no longer exerci»«s or ie ess, able of exercising any voict in the
supervision of the Tower &nd Oeroec. It is for Uiis reason ttot «*r«
Vheeler now feds freer to cooperate with ua in asking changes In the
garden, anc that Father 5 1̂  pie too ie looking for parishioner® who
would be willing any qualifier to takt.- on the yaroen as a truely
cooperative ^arish project in due time.

'Ihankis once agsiirji for the sent ion of i*ryS® u&ruen» in your October
of PH. One ooesn't have to worry about beicg alone in working for

Our Laoy. it indetfd looka like a wonderful iaarian year coitin^ up. Our
story will be »it»ry uarcen lihrjsgef for '64, anc we ar® getting ready to
piUfc, away fa^«ln with auilicg«f articles, ads, leetyre® 0.0.. K»e hop*
the Bo (• ton .""OCl Article, of which we obV^ine6 « nu»i40«r of copi^e, will
i.elp get us into other Sunday papers. Also, we're aaKte^ *Jla Coj-niff
if he'll be able to do anything further for us this year (not that he

do much aiore th«n he alre-uy has aone.1).

Cordially,


