MRs. A. GEORGE GIGGER
32 BUzzARDS BAY AVENUE
WooDns HOLE, MASSACHUSETTS
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May 3, 1961

Mrs. A, Ceorge Cigger
32 Buzzards Bay Avenue
Woods Hole, Massachusetts

Dear Mrs, Cigger,

It was a distinet pleasure to receive your letter of April 30
telling that you have recently been asked to supervise the Woods Hole
"Mary's Carden" established in the early '30's your eousin, Mrs,

I1l1l1ie,

An article, "Lillie Tower", published in 1946 deseribing the
Bell Tower and Mary's Carden was the inspiratioh for the work of
Yary's Cardens,undertaken by my good friend, Mr, Edward A, G, MeTague
an' myself after we were able to visit the garden in the summer of 1950,
v way of explanation I might mention that Mary's Gardens is a spare
Eime labtor of love dedlcated to restoring and spreading the Mary Garden
wietomy whioeh to the best of our knowledge was first brought to this
*mtry b rs. Iillle, e have written and lectured extensively on
the subject; nlso we providc the service of making available seeds,
bulbs and plants to those who may have difficulty obtaining them from
thelir regular garden suppliers , . ., although we are not a “business",

In the spring of 1951 we contacted Mrs, Lillie by telephone in
Chicago to tell her of the work we were about to undertake and to ask
her for any background information she eould send us. She gave us her
"blessing" and mailed us a number of lists ete., Then, in the summer of
1952 we visited Woods Hole apain and met at the garden with Miss Doro-
thea Harison, who worked out the original planting plan for Mrs, Lillie,
and Mr. Wilfred wheeler, who, as I am sure you well know, built the
Bell Tower, made the originai garden planting, and maintained the garden
up until several years ago. By that time the original planting of peren-
nials had been wiped out byesveral hurricains, and a revised planting
had been made with little attention to the original selection of symbol-
ical flowers. liowever, the garden was fully planted and attractive y
maintained by lir., Wheeler's men, and as a result of our i{interest Mr,
Wheeler made a partial restorat’on of some of the symbolieal flowers,

We were not able to visit Mrs, I1llie that summer, but did have

a delightful visit with her in, | believe, 1954, when she was able to
tell us a great deal about startimg the parden and what it meant to her.

ARt
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The garden was lovely at the time of our 195% visit in late August,

but two or three days after we departed another hurricain strueck, (
again completely destroying the planting., Due to his advaneing years

Mr. Wheeler was not able to give much time personally to supervise the
new restoration of the garden, and subsequently he had to give up the
care of it altogether, _

L Last summer my wife and I were shocked, on our first visit to the
Gape since 1954, to find the garden sadly neglected in late July with
sparce plantings of petunias and marigolds evidently set out only a few
weeks before, We were informed that Mr, Franeisco Tavares of East
Falmouth was responsible for its planting and maintenance at the time,
and as a matter of fact we were jJust about to write to him any day now
about impppving things for 196% when your letter arrived in the mail,

We have mentioned the garden to over 10,000 people wvho have written to
us over a 10 year period, but have been embarrassed when they have

gone to visit the garden and have been disappointed about its condition,

Against all this background we're sure you cen appreciate how
ovarjoyed we are to learn of your real interest in the garden on Mrs,
Lillie's behalg ﬂgiﬁ be assur¥ed that we are desirous of going to
any length, in i E’glant materials, to hélp you restore the garden,
We have recently been able to extend our research list of flowers
historically associated with the Virgin to over 1,000 associations
encompassing over 500 flower species., As a result, we are now able
to provide good lists of flowers commonly cultiva&od today for various
types of gardens,

What we propose to do is to draw up a suggested planting list
for your consideration. This list would emphasize summer flowers
which would provide an attractive garden for July and August of this
year, many of which would continue until frost, If desired, spring
flowers could be added for next year, We would hope to get this suggestec
list off to you in the next few days., rom it you and your gardener
could select those flowers which are available to you and which you
consider suitable, For our part, we would be willing to eontribute
seeds for annuals and plants of perernials which you might want but
have difficulty obtaining locally,

You will note a typical list of flowers on the back page of the
enclosed article reprint, "Mary-Cardening With St, franeis", although
this list is weightod in favor of spring perennials, As men%tonod, the
list we will send you will be weighted for su.mmer dilglly; This artiecle
incider tly, 1s the most recent statement of the idea behind our work, I
was written for the Franciscans in lrelafld who have started a Mary Carder
in their lonastery, Adam and Eve's, in Dublin, and are working to
spread the restoraéion in Ireland 4 . . Just one facet of the wonderful
tribute the whdle Mary Carden movement is to the love and gzeal of Mrs.
Iillie, We also enclose a ¢ py of the previously mentioned article,
I1llie Tower, and also an article published in {955‘vhich describes
our research as of that time, including our successful quest for the
original research papers behlnd the woods Hole @arden,

Than*s so very much for your good letter, Sincerely yours
’

John 8, Stokes Jr.



May 7, 1961

Mrs. A, Giorga Gigger
32 Buzzards Bay Avenue
Woods Hole, Massachusetts

Dear Mrs, Gigger,

As promised in my letter of May 3, I am sending yuu‘thi enclosed
list of flowers from which to make a pianting of the Garden of Our Lady
at Woods Hole, ‘ i

This list fulfills the following requirementss a) all flower
varieties have been historically documented as named for or otherwise
asgociated with the Virgin Mary in late medieval times, b) they are
all commonly cultivated today, ¢) they present a concentration of
bloom dnring the July = Angua‘ vacation season on the Cape when most
visitors come to se« the garden,

If you are able to seleet a planting from this list it will be the
first time since the late 1930's that the garden will have been planted
exclusively with flowers specifically assoctated with the Virgin, in
accordance with Mrs, Lillie's original concept (which is also the concept
of our Mary's Gardens work), On the other hand it will rcyroaoat a step
forward in terms of providing summer bloom, from the 1930's, since the
early research didn't list the larger number of summer blooming varieties
now duveumented,

In case you have not seen them proviou:%{ we are enclosing three
photographs showing the beautiful but horti &nrally complex and dif-
ficult to maintain planting of the 1930's , « « the garden as it was

when Mrs, Lillie used to greet visitoms in it and tell them about the
Flowers of Our Lady. While we do not suggest a return to such a complex
planting, we would like to call attention to three aspects of the origina
giArden which could be restored today: 1) the trellis at the center of

the rear bed for climbing plants such as morring glories, heneysuckle,
sweet peas etc,, 2) the taller plants around the statue pedestal, and

3) the pole-mounted shelter to the left in which was posted a list of

the flowers in the garden, giving both their presenteday names and their
former "Mary-names™, (We would suggest small plant markers, giving both
nomes for each plant variety, be placed at appropriate places in the
beds, in addition to a complete list (whiech eould be posted in the

"ell Tower, if it was too much trouble to make another special shelter)).

Also enclosed @ color transparancy/showing the phanting maintaine
by ¥r, Wheeler in recent yearss I see no reason for departing from the
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central bed planting of sweet alyssum border and petunia center planting
adopted by i'r, Wheele#, but I would like to see some taller plants
(celected from the 115%) at the very center to prevent the pedestal (
from standing out like a "sore thumb", Also, if you are able to take on
a spring planting in 1962, T would suggest a central bed pattern of
Inglish daisies and pansies during May and June which could be replaced
with sweet alyssum and petunias in July. Ideally the sweet alyssum and
petunias could be grown to pretty good size in pots and then planted

in with the Baplish daisies and pansies while the latter wvere still in
good bloom, This would give a good cehtral appearance in early July,
instead of the spare look shown in the second (rectangular) transparancy
which was taken in July of 1953, The square transparancy shows the same
petunia and alyssum planting in late August, when it is marvellous,

We sugpest that the portulaca, used by Mr, Wheeler in the beds to
the right ard the left as you enter the garden be abandoned since they
do not show up in the reasearch (although they are good "maintenence"
plants),

Mr., Wheeler made liberal use of marigolds and chlendula which of
course can be continued,

In generaly however, our suggestion is that you and your gardener
make a selection from the list based on the plants you know and like
and can obtain, The requirements of a Mary Garden are few: a focal
statue of Cur Iady surround by the flowers associated with her, There
is no further formal requirement , , . the gardener having complete
freedom to exercise his own artistie and devotional sense in arranging |
the planting.

noviow o the publie character of the Woods Hole garden, however,
‘ i be vcers helpful, as | mentioned previously, if some sort of
ers coul vsed to 10contify the ecormon and religious names of
the flowers., "'any visitors don't know "alyssum" from "ecalendula" ete,
€o 1t would be very helpful to them to have markers right by the
flowers in the beds,

I would like to suggest that one of Mr, Wheeler's %“St, Mary's"Holly
trees be planted in the garden (a female, for berries, togsther with a
male) out of tribute to his over 25 years of devoted care to the garden
on Mrs, ILillie's behalf, Mr, Wheeler hes small potted trees available at
his farm in Ashumet. We would be most happy to make the purchase of thesec
two trees for this purpose; and also to contribute finanecially to other
parts of the planting, if this would help you obtain more plants or plant
varieties than otherwise, Also, please feel entirely free consult with
me by letter or telephone (CHestnut Hill 7<3779, 'evenings) if there is
any further way in which I might be helpful, There is a possibility I
may be able to visit Woods Hole again this sugmer (my sister has a house
in Cotuit each August) I should mention that I 8ook the liberty of mentio
ing your letter to my neighbor, Mrs, Ann Rivinus, who has a summer house
on Little Harbor Road, Woods Hole, 18 an ardant horticulturalist, and has
on numerous occasions expressed an interest in seeing the Carden of Our
Lady receive some attention, Mr. Daniel J, Foley, of Salem, Mass,, forme
edi%or of HORTICULTURE magazine is very interested in the garden and cou.
be helpful to you in locating sources for plents, We will be happy to wri
him 1§ you need assistance in this connection, He is working right now
helping establish a Mary Carden at Marblehead, gincerely yours,



Alyssum, Sweets(dedicated to Mary)
Bachelor's Puttons: Mary's Crown
Balsams Our Lady's Slipper
Calendulas Mary's Gold

liollyhoek: St. Joseph's Staff
Larkspurs Mary's Tears

Marigold: Mary's Gold

BIENNIALS

Daisy, fnglishs Mary's Rose
Mu]loin: Cur lady's Candle

DERENNIALS

Aster (amellus)MaPy's Star
Baby's Breaths Our lLady's Veil
Bluebells of Scotland: O.,L., Thimble
Campion, Rose: Mary's Rose
Carnation: Emblem, Mary's Love
Daisy: Mary's Flower of Cod
Fern, Lady: Our Lady's Fern
Fern, Maldenhair: O, L., Hair
Forget-me~not: Eyes of Mary
Fuchsias Our Iady's Lardrops
Funkia: Assumption Lily
Geraniums Beautiful Lady

HERBS

Balms Sweet Mary

Bedstraw, Yellow: O, L, Bedstraw
Costmarys Our Iady's Balsam
Fennels Our lady's Fennel

Iady's Mantle: Our ] ady's Mantle
Ilavender: ‘ur lady's wWashing Plant
rvarjorame: Our Lady's Bedstraw

SHRUEQ
athers lady's Adversary
lileaths Mary's Help

Morning Clorys Our Lady's Mantle
Pea, Sweet: Our. lady's Pea
Pc_r{\dnklu Virgin Flower
Petunia: Our lady's Praise
Rocket, Sweet: Our lady's Violet
Scabiosas Cur lady's Pincushion
Stock: Our Lady's Violet

Thistle, Milk: Our Lady's Thistle

Pansy: Our lady's Face

Teaselt OQur lady's Little Brushes

Hollyt: Burning Bush (Figure of 0.I.
Honeysuckle: Cur Lady's Fingers

Lily (regal): Emblem O, L. Purity
Monkshoods Our Lady's Slippers
Pink, Carthusians Dur lady's Bedstr
Rose (single, Betty Prior): Mary's
St, John's Worts Mary's Bedstraw
Soapwapt: Our Lady by-the-Cate
Spiderwort (tradescantia): O,L Tear
Strawberry: (dedicated to Mary)
mmnunmrquth

Veronica {longifolia%: Our rady's I

Beebalms SBweet le¥

Rosemarys Our lady's Bouquet
Rue: Herb 0O' Crace

Sager lLegend: Blessed by Mary
Spearmint: Our lady's Mint
Thymes Mary's Bedstraw

Daphne (eneorum): Mary's Rose

Notes The above Flowers of Our lady are recemmended for summer bloom,
The following can be added to extend the season: Aster, New Fngland:
ary's Starj Chrysanthemum: Mary's Goldy Goldenrod: Mary's Plant, Many
additional spring-blooming Flowers of Our Lady Are avallable if it is
desired to begin the garden bloom eycle in April and May,

Johfi 8, Stokes Jr,

Mary's Cardens

124 W, Chestnut Hill Ave,
Philadelphia 18, Pa,

May 7, 1961
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May 15, 1961

Dear Mrs, Gigger,

Thanks €o much for your letter of May 13, Mr, McTague and I are
pleased that the plant 1ist we prepared will be helpful to you and
“r, Cahoon in providing blooming plants for the Mary carden this summer.

Please keep the photos we sent you of the garden as it wvas in the
130's, We have additional copies, and algo negatives from which to
make more if occasion ever arises, We prepared the nepatives back in
1951 from origibals of the photographs kindly lent to us by Miss
Dorothea K., Harrison, professional landscape architect who spent her
summers in Woods Hole as a girl and who designed the original garden
layout for Mrs, ILillie,

We believe Miss Harrison's address is the same nov as it was ten
years agos 77 Main Street, Coneord, Mass.. She has & file of her suc-
cessive planting plans for the original garden, I1f you are interested
in obtaining as much historical material astnoaliblc, she might be
willing to prepare photostat copies of all e plans (grobably three
or four) if the expense were covered, If you would wan to explore this
possibility, we are most interested in obtaining photostats of her
files and would be more than glad to share the cost with you for two
sets if she were willing to have them made, She was most helpful to
us in that she met us at the garden, with Mr, Wheeler, in the summer
of 1951, as 1 mentioned in my previous letters, and aiso lent us the
three photogra hs and sent us one copy_each of printed leaflets entitled
"our lady In Her GCarden" printed in 1932 and 1937, Also, she sent us
one photostat of "Garden of Our lady Reviged Planting ﬁlan, Spring,
193 , . . Commission No. 23, Plan #é". She was so generfous with us
that we considered it indclicate to ask for more at the time (and then
ten years went by). It was lr, McTague's and my impression that she
was most interested in the possibility of seeing the garden restored
along the lincs of Mrs,. I1llie's original concept but that she sensed
at our 1951 meeting that lr. Wheeler was not in a position to go all
out in such an undertaking., I feel sure she would receive any communi-
cation from you most cordially and would take a real interest in your
plans for retoration,
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we note with real interest your memtion that Mr, Wright, the
Trust Company officer is scheduled for a visit to Woods Hole on June 7,
Being keenly interested in a restoration of the garden, our thoughts (
turned in time to the question of finances, We considered it indfiscredé
to probe into this matter, but in the course of various conversations
we gained the impression Lhatx 1) the Pastor of 5t, Joseph's Church
(at that time Father Stapleton) felt he was not in a position to take
any sction regarding the garden since the administration and funds of
its upkeep came from Mrs, Lillie; and 2) Mr, Wheeler hesitated to
increase his expenditures for the garden and grounds because he felt
some awkwardness in increasing his billinge to Mrs, Lillie  « +
especially since it was necessary to incur some substantial expenses
in making restorations after the several hurricenes (as is the case
this spring). More recently, we heard mention of a trust fund, but
h&d no knowledge of whether the fund was simply to be turned over to
the Pastor (or ragher the proceeds of the fund), or whether provisions
had been made thatthhefimdertg avallable for the maintenance of the-
garden should be spent under the control of the trustees of the fund,

we mention the foregoing because it may be helpful, if the informati
we received was correct, in understanding why no restoration was made
of the garden planting Auring the '50's, Our hope, of course, is that
now sufficient annual amounts are available to make a good restoration,
and that, further, there are speecific provisions in the trust that
place an obligation on the trustees (or at least give them the freedomd
to promote such a restoration,

Another matter which could herdly escane our attention at the
time of our wisit last summer was that the Bell Tower was badly in need (
of repairs, inside and outside, It dbuld be re~pointed outside and
painted inside, We questioned lMr, Wheeler about this when we saw him,
and he said he was quite concerned about this, He mentioned, further,
that he had in fact obtained several estimates for the work. If I
remember correctly} he said some $2,500 was estimated for outside
repairs and some 5500 for inside repairs, While these nedds may drain
oway funds which might otherwise be available for the garden, they are
nevertheless fundamental needs which must be faced, No doubt Mr, Wright
plans to get in touch with Mr,., Wheeler, Perhaps this is the occasion of
his trip. Mr. Wheeler mentioned something to the effect that it wasn't
quite elear to him just who to go to to get authorization or action on
the repairs, but that he planned to pursue the matter further . . .
both because of his devotion to Mrs, I1illie ard because he had built the
tower and cared for the garden, :

Needless to say, our hopes are very high at this point, Most
important to us, however, are not the finances but the fact that someone
right in Woods ﬁole is interested in doing something about the garden,
end in a position to do so, It seemed just a shame that after Mrs,
Tillie's vision and gzeal the garden had become gort of orghan. In our
early literature, such as the enclosed "OLd% ‘7 Gua vy, we cited
Mrs, Iillie and &he garden as the isnpiration for our work, We hoped
the Chureh and all the people of Woods Hole would teke a real interest
and pride in it and that people would come from miles aroumnd to see 1t.
legretfully, when nothing seemed to be happening, we had to "play it dow(
so people wouldn't be disappointed, although we of course stigl kept
mentioning it . . + hoping; as in Ehe enclosed "Flowers of Our lady and
Vary Cardens", We will phblish a new booklet this summer, Hopefully we
will onece agaln be able to feature the garden in it . ., . thanks to you.

Sincerely yours,

i T T




July 3, 1961

Dear Mrs. Cigger,

This is to let you know that my wife and I will be able to visit
the Cape only very briefly this summer . . » arriving the evening of
Tuesday, August 15 and leaving after lunch on Thursday, August 17, We
will be staying with my sister, Mrs, John Price, in Co%ult.

We would hope to visit the Bell Tower and Garden on Wednesday
August 16, and would look forward to meeting you personally at tha‘
time 1f 1{ would fit in with your schedule, Mr, McTague will not be able
to visit the Cape with us this summer,

Mrs, Rivinue mentioned that she talked with you by telephone
when she visited Woods Hole in late May, and that you were moving
ahead with plans for this summer's plan&ing. Have you been able to
f£111 out a planting as anticipated?

As I believe I wrote previously, our prineipal interest is in the
establishment of some sort of contimuing arrangement for the planting
and care of the garden each year, and also for the repairs and maintenance
of the structure of the Bell Tower. In this connection, would you be
able to report anything favorable as a result of your meeting with the
Trust Company officer?

It seems to us that three things are necessary for the econtinuation
of the Tower and Carden: 1) Adequate funds, 2) One or more gardeners
among the local residents who would take a real interest in the garden,
and 8) Some sort of rapprochement between the ehurch and the community
so that both parties would take a real interest in the projeet instead
of leaving it a sort of no-man's land,

There's not too much we can do about (1) and (2), but it ocecurs to
us that we might be able to help generate some interest in the rectory re¢(:
(1f 1t still needs to be generated), In this connection, we were somewvhat
disconcerffed to note the appearance of a "rival" statue of the Virgin of
the more conventional and artistically inferior painted sort in between
the @hurch and the rectory, surrounded by flowers evidently not especially
considered for their religious symbolism, We weren't quite sure whether
this was a sort of "protest" to the garden’ or an expression of the churci
that the Bell Tower Garden was not "theirs", or what (not being in touch
with the intricasies of Church-Community-Sum:er Resident relations)*

iioping to hear from you, I remain, Sincerely yours,



MRrs A. GEORGE GIGGER
32 BuzzARDS BAY AVENUE

WOoODS HOLE, MASSACHUSETTS
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MARY'S GARDENS JOURNAL of John S. Stokes Jr.

Selected entries coverins John S. Stokes Jr. visits with Mrs. A. George Gigger,
Mr. Wilfred Wheeler and VMr. Joseph Dias in Woods Hole and Falmouth, August 16th throuch
21st, 1961

Phone call from Cotuit, Mass. to Mrs. A. George Gigger, 32 Buzzards Bay Ave., Woods
Hole (XI8-3323), 7:30 P.M.. Arranced meetins at her house and then on to the Tower and
Garden for 3:00 P.M. tomorrow. Mrs. Giccer said Mr. Wricht of the Continental Trust Co.,
Chicaco, told her in June that the trust set up for the maintenance of the Tower and
Garden had not been given much careful thousht, but now he understood the situation
first hand he was sure it could be re-invested to provide the necessary annual income
in a few years. The pointins of the Tower stonework and the paintinc of the interior
earlier this year had to be paid for out of principal. A vent was put in the upper part
of the Tower column to provide greater air circulation to decrease dampness there and

in the Tower room. A natural wood fence has been ordered as a winter windbreak for behind
the Rosa rugusa hedce at the sea wall. Hish winds from the pond broke off some of the
plants this Sprinc so they had to be replaced. Mr, Butler painted the rate creen, over
the beautiful natural wood color, without consultine Mrs. Gicger. She could not very
well have the paint removed, so she had it and the three chairs (painted over the
natural wood some years aco by Mr, Butler) painted a more neutral warm grey. She con-
sidered the present plantine experimental and expects to be able to do much better

next year. She is bothered that the flowers in the left front bed erew much hicher than
those in therricht front bed.

Aucust 17, 1961

Tisit with Mrs. Gicger at Woods Hole Garden of Our Lady, 3:00 - 5:00 P.M.. Some years
aco Mrs. and Dr. Giccer made Woods Hole their year-round residence due to Dr. Cigger's
poor health (post-coronary). Beins in Woods Hole the year round she took on the respons-
ibility of openineg, closins and maintainine the two Lillie houses. As a result of this
relationship, she was also interested in the maintenance of the Garden and Bell Tower,
althouch she had no authority to control the allocation of the:available funds for this.
She did, however, investirate the the re-paintins of the Tower interior some ten years
aco, She arranced to have this paintinc done by a handyman who for years had done work
for one of the Lillie families. She instructed him to re-paint the interior the original
color, a licht cream pink, but was horrified to find it painted a dark maroon which
made the interior very gloomy and hard to see in.

After Mr. Wheeler had to curtail his maintenance activities at the Garden, this work
was turned over several years aco to Francesco Tavares, a profe551ona1 carden and maint-
enance contwactor of E. Falmouth. The Trust Company had previously, since Mrs, Lillie's
death, accepted Mr. Wheeler's bills for the Garden maintenance without question, but
when. they beran receivine bills from Mr. Tavares they noted they were much sreater. As

a consequence the Trust Company looked for some responsible and interested person in
Woods Hole who could check the work done and approve the bills for payment before they
were submitted to the Trust Company. In 1960 Mrs. Circer was asked if she would do this,
to whichshe acreed. She immediately found that Mr. Tavares did a good job with the hedze
and grass, but that his planting and maintenance of the Garden we® very inadequate.

Then in the late Sunmer of 1960 the Carden plantins, such as it was, was washed out
acain (the 4th or 5th time since 1932) by a storm.

In the Sprine of 1961 (this year) Mrs. Cicrer received a letter from Mr. Wricht of the
Continental Trust Company, advisine that he had taken over Mr. Leslie's responsibility
for the Iillie Tower and Garden trust, had reviewed the file on the trust, ineluding
Mrs. Gicceris correspondence, and was writine to ask if she, Mrs. Gigzer, would be
willine to assume responsibility for manacing the maintenance and repairs of the Tower
and Carden. She acreed, but explained there were a number of ma jor matters on which
decisions had to be made or would have be made, and asked if someone from the Trust
Company couldn't visit Woods Hole to seeg}gist hand and discuss them with her. As a
result, Mr., Wricht, himself, came on to Woods Hole in June of 1961, two months ago.



MARY'S GARDENS JOURNAL of John S. Stokes Jr. = Aucust 1?, 1961 (cont'd)

Mrs. Giescer took Mr. Wricht to see the Tower and Garden and, by appointment, invited
Father:Lowe, the Pastor of St. Joseph's, to join in the inspection and discussion. At
this time Mr. Wricht approved the expenditure of funds for re-pointine and re-painting
the Tower, and also for continuine the plantine of the Garden according to Mrs., Lillie's
wishes. Subsequently he approved the expenditure for a wooden wind-break fence behind
the Rosa rocusa hedce for Winter and early Sprine. '

Mrs. Gigcer then arranced for Nelson Cahoon, for years cardener for the summer homes

of the Crane family in Woods Hole, to plant and to maintain the Garden, usine the list
of flowers supplied to Mrs. Giccer by Mary's Cardens this Sprine. Mrs. Giccer said

Mr., Cahoon, on her instructions, used only flowers on the Mary's Gardens list. Flowers
L noted in the plantinc were Alyssum (borders of outer beds), Dwarf Maricolds (border
of center bed), Giant Maricold (border beds), blue Larkspur (or Delphinium), Sweet
William, Feverfew, Roses, Violets, Geranium, Petunias, Zinneas and Sunflower. She plans
to have Mr. Cahoon add bulbs and plants of Sprine flowers this Fall. She said he has a
cood feeline for attractive carden plantines.

Mrs. Gigger stated that the responsibility for administering the expenditure of the
trust income for the Carden rests with the Continental Trust Company and not with the
Pastor-Administrator of St. Joseph's Church or the Bishop of Fall River (unless so
delecated at the discretion of the trust company).

She stated that Father Lowe "seemed to take an interest in the Carden" but that to
date there had been no formal or visible participation by the parishioners in the use
or maintenance of the Garden. She susgested that perhaps some of the ladies of the
parish could be interested in sweepinc and polishine the floor of the Tower room.

She said she had had the table and bookshelves rubbed with linseed oil to protect them
from the dampness. She succested that perhaps I, as a Catholic, could better approach
Father Lowe on this matter than-she, an Episcopalian.

She stated she had been subprised to learn that none of Mrs. Lillie's four daughters,
even thouch they were not Catholics, were receptive to her succestion that they contribute
to the re-erection of a trellis at the center of the rear border. She mentioned further
that there was no family tradition of an interest in cardening in the Lillie family.
Neither Mrs. Lillie nor her dauchters were carden club members or did any gardening
themselves. The rardens at the Lillie homes at Woods Hole were planted and maintained
by Mr., Wheeler and his men. Mrs, Ciccer was horrified to discover one spring that Dr.

& Mrs. Lillie had the flower beds next to their house "orassed over" because they read
somewhere that the colonial homes in New Encland did not have flower beds next to them
but had orass richt up to the foundations all around. Mrs. Lillie retained just one

bed which she could see lookine out from the livine room window and in which "she took
a creat deal of pleasure."

Therefore, the Lillie dauchters have neither a relicious nor a horticultural interest
in the Bell Tower Garden.

With respect to the Church, Mrs. Lillie had giwen a Woods Hole house to it as a residence
for nuns studyine at the Marine Biological Laboratories. She named it "Mendel House".

She took careg of its mainténance for years, but when she turned this over to the Church
it said it d¢dn't want this expense and cave the house back to Mrs. Lillie. Mrs. Lillie
subsequently worked out some arrancement, presumably a contribution or an endowment fund
which was acceptable to the Church and it accepted tHe house back . . . althouzh it
doesn't appear to be much used at the moment.
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Mrs., Giccer said that at the time of Mrs. Lillie's funeral the Pastor of St. Joseph's
advised he was not able to perform the final rites of commitment at her grave in the
family plot of the Episcopalian Church (even thourh previous pastors had performed
such rites for Dr. Lillie and other Catholic members of the Lillje family there). It
was therefore arranced for Mrs. Cicrer's son-in-law, and Episcopal minister, to make
the final commitment at the crave.

Note: T can readily see how the Lillie dauchters - none of whom had become Catholics
alonz with their mother - would not be inclined to take an on-roinc interest in her
Tower and Garden in terms of her motivation for conversion . . . and that the misunder-
standines about the financine of Mendel House and about the burial, as well as other
matters that may have come up throuch the yvears, would militate further arainst an
active interest in them, especially if they had no special interest in cardenine.

Miss Thomas, formerly with the now-defunct BOSTON POST, contacted Mrs. Gigger this
summer and said she was goine to write another article about the Garden for a magazine.
She visited the Garden subsequently. Mrs. Gicrer didn't recall what the macazine was
or when the article was to appear.

After I talked with Mrs. Ciccer at the Carden she took me for a brief visit to the

two Lillie houses. Mrs. Lillie's house had been moved approximately 75 ft. to the

South to improve the view for the second house, formerly the barn and carace of Mrs.
Iillie's main house. We met Mrs. ILillie's dauchter, Dr. Catherine Gildea of Philadelphia,
and some of Mrs. Lillie's srandchildren and creat-crandchildren who were sunning them-
selves on the stone and concrete breakwater and dock. Dr. Gildea still lives in Merion,
outside of Philadelphia. She recalled that we had "done a lot™ with the Mary Garden

idea since she last saw us in 1954, Mrs. Gicoer took us up to see the 1little shrine

on the hill overlookins the houses and Buzzards Bay, at the spot where Mrs, Lillie's
infant son was buried.

Aucust 18, 1961

Today I visited Mr. Wilfraed Wheeler at Ashumet Farm. His lers were pretty bad, with
arthritis and he was usine crutches. Mrs Wheeler was out for a drive with her house-
keeper. Mr. Wheeler said she was much better thah she was last summér when she was

just gettinccover her broken thich, which had to be pinned. We rejoiced mutually that
the repairs had finally been made to the Tower and that the GCarden was once acain being
carefully tended. We also chatted a bit in the small herb carden by the house.

On the way out from Mr, Wheeler's house I stopped to say hello to Mr. Wheeler's green-
house and nursery foreman. He told me his name was Joseph Dias and that he had taken
care of the Woods Hole Garden ever since Mr. Wheeler cave up carine for it personally
in the late 30's or early 40's. He said that Mrs. Lillie's dauchters had never been
intersted in the Mary Garden or even in the small cardens around their houses. He was
under cons¥ant pressure to cut down the amount of time he spent on the cardens. One

of the dauchters would come out while he was workine on the flower beds around the
Iillie house and say, "That's ehoush; that's enourh. Just hit the hirch spots.” She
even came over to the Mary Garden and told him not to spend so much time thers.

He said he retained the arrancement Mrs. Lillie had come to like in the central bed
of the Mary Carden: the white Alvssum border and the red and blue Petunias.

Several years aco Mr, Wheeler had to curtail his cardeninc responsibilities because

of 0ld ace, and Joseph Dias was asked to recommend an alternate caretaker for the

Mary Carden. He knew that Francesco Tavares crew the finest annuals plants on Cape

Cod each year at his preenhouse, and after inspectinc a very heautiful Tavares planting
at a local motel, he recommended Mr. Tavares to take over as his successor. He said

he thought the reason Mr. Tavares was not able to do justice to the Mary Garden was
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that his men only knew how to mow the erass and cut the hedce so Mr. Tavares himself

had to plant and care for the "arden personally, but he didn't have the time to c¢ive

it the proper attention. He, Mr. Dias, was embarrassed, because he had recommended Mr.
Tavares, and was disappointed because all the years he had maintained the Garden he
realized how many people came to visit it and saw how biz a thine it could be potentially
for Woods Hole and the Cape. He was happy to learn that there was a nice planting this
year; thoucht hishly of Mr. Nelson Cahoun's cardening work for the Crane family; and

was confident Mr. Cahoon was up to doing a sood job with the Mary Garden.

He said Dr. Lillie's Chicago house had been hequeathed to the University of Chicago.

He said that at the time of Mrs. Lillie's funeral, Mrs. Wheeler prepared a little
bouquet of "the herbs which Mrs. Lillie loved so much" and asked him, Joseph Dias,

to ro to the funeral home before the funeral and place them in her hand for burial with
her. He asked if he could attend the funeral services too. When he arrived at the
funeral parlor the funeral director said they were short a pall bearer and asked him

if he would serve as one. The bronze casket was extremely heavy and was most difficult
to carry up and down the steps of St. Joseph's. He said he saw nothing unusual in the
fact that the Cathdlic priest couldn't make the commitment at the Episcopalean cemetary,
althourh he knew it had been done several times before, with Dr. Lillie and/or other
members of the Lillie family. He said he understood there was a "new ruling" which

even the Bishop couldn't chance.

He said his son was assistant foreman at "Holly Acres'" on Route 151 and that they used
a lot of mass production methods for proparation and tendine.

Aucust