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A DIFFERENT DEVOTION

"Mary's Gardens" Project Transforms
Flower Beds Into A-Prayer

By JEAN TUCKER

A f l o w e r can be an e j acu la t i on — a n d - a garden a prayer, t r ans forming a window box
or a yard into a niche of beauty and fragrance in praise of Our Lady.

This is an old-world. concept, forgotten for centuries and thus new today, but a lovely
idea . . . for flowers, delicate and graceful, are so appropriate to Mary, the Mystical Rose.

In March 1951, John S. Stoke.,
Jr. and K d w a r d A. McTagne es-
tablished in Philadelphia, at 901
South 47th s treet , a project called
"Mary's Gardens '1 .

They believed that gardens, lie-
sides g i v i n g p leasure , h a v e a re-
ligious meaning, and have learned
t h a t " i n t he o ld popu la r t r a d i t i o n s
of Calholic K n g l a n d - - M a r y ' s Kng-
land--more t h a n 5UO f lowers bore
names honoring Her and the
mysteries o f Her l i f e . . . . Some
were named Irom the l i t u r g i c a l
feast of Our Lady for w h i c h they
w e r e u s u a l l y in bloom . . . Others
were associated w i t h Our Lady
because of rob1 ', w h i c h acco rd ing
to legend, they played in t ier l i f e .
. . . . Still others w e r e named be-
cause of t he i r m v s t i c a l symbol i sm."

Wrote Booklet
And so they wrote u l i t t l e book-

let , g iv ing the L a t i n , popu la r and
r e l i g i o u s n a m e s o f M a r y ' s f l ower s ,
and t e l l i ng ho* I h o v came by
those religions names; then pie
pared packages of seeds tha t are
sold at a n o m i n a l cost .

The two men became acquainted,
Mr. Stokes says "in the Spring
of 194!) on a s tuden t - teacher
basis at SI. .Joseph's College I n s t i -
t u t e o f I n d u s t r i a l R e l a t i o n s , f ' l i i l a -

' de lph ia , where Mr McTague taught .
'Mary's Gardens' was an unexpect-
ed f ru i t and 'love' which grew
from our w o r k toge the r in Ihe
fields of economics, politics, com-
munications, indus t r ia l manage-
ment, etc.

"Until we conceived Ihe 'Mary 's
Gardens ' idea , Mr. .McTague arid
I were casual backyard gardn-ets
on a modest stale. Some marigolds
from Mr. • McTague's garden were
the occasion of our discussing Ihe
old names toge the r and u n d e r t a k -
ing (he projecl . '

The fact tha i in Ihe popular
tradit ion of pre Reformation Kng-
land many flowers formerly bore
names recal l ing Our Lady, - f i r s t
came - t o their a t tent ion by way of
a magazine art icle in which Hev.
James J. Ga lv in lold of the garden

ORIGINAL GARDENS AT WOODS HOLE
The original Mary's Garden in Woods Hole belonged to Mrf.

Frank R. Lillie of Chicago who commissioned Miss Dorothea
Katharine Harrison of Concord to design it «s a selling for the
tcolpture of rhe Madonna by V. M. S. Hannell. It it on a narrow
piece of land across the s t ree t from St. Joseph's Church, and
now be longs to the church. The original plan for the planting
used more'lhan 40 plants with religious names. Mrs. Lilli», Miss
Harrison and Mrs. Alfred Emerson of Chicago who at the time
was working on a book on the religious symbolism of plants, did
the i c s e a t c h .

of a Mrs. L i l l i e who had been j| f lowers foi i ne r ly named
impor t ing f lowers f rom K n g l a n d . '
and plant ing them in a plot across
from SI. Joseph's Church in Woods
Hole down on 0;>pe Cod

"In the S u m m e r of JSSfl," says
Mr. Stokes, "I had an opportuni ty
to vis i l Mrs. i j |He's gardens. I
found tha t t h e o r i g i n a l ( ( i ncep t i on
of the garden t h a t of growing

after Our
Lady—was no longer followed, be-
cause the original p lan t ing was
destroyed d u r i n g the hur r i cane ,
and w a s no t restored.

Charming Garden
"The garden was most c h a r m i n g ,

h o w e v e r , and I was able to oh
tain a list of the f lower names and
a copy of the original p l an t ing
scheme f rom M i s . I . i l l i e , now in

i mciigo, and the garden i a : >
W i l f r e d Wheeler. We are e
ly working with Mr. Wheel-:
b r i n g about a - r e s t o r a t i o n i
Our Lady flowers to the V
Hole garden,11 t h e f i i - t
Garden in America!

Since Ihe two men l a u i . i
t h e i r project, pub l i c i / i ,
t h r o u g h l e c t m c s , l e t t e r s a n d
z inc ar t ic les , the} Ye had r'e.sp
Irom throughput t he c o u n t , -

"Last year w e w e r e t e s t i n g ,
year we are introducing;

: v c a r we hope to be c s t a b l i
they say "Once pub l i c M!< i
has been called to (he ' O n !
names of l l o we i s , and ^
p r a y e r f u l , r e l i g i o u s S C U M ' a
a l e d w i t h g a i d e n i n g in |i
cen tur ies w e hope t h a t - M
Gardens ' w i l l 'become a po;
movement a long the l ines of
the Ch r i s t o p h e r s , n n d t l ,<
es tabl ished i n s t i t u t i o n o r l e l i t
order w i l l head i t up . Ne idh
say. there are endless pos-,il
lo be developed "ifary's Ga
Clubs, ( lower s h o w s , Mn
p u b l i c a t i o n s . ' 1

Flowers Well Knowsi
The How crs l i s t e d in UK i r I

l e t a re w e l l k n o w n var ic t ic ; . '
c u l t u r e fa l l s wi thin the .sphei
s tandard outdoor hor l i ' i i !
techniques .

"Never-the-less," they einph,,
"Good results depend, as !hc
in any arts-craft , on unoVrsi
ing and d i l i g e n t care. 'Out L : > <

; Ga rden 1 is for H I O M - w ho ;

a M-nf.e for Ihe idea and i'< r >
w h o are w i l l i n g to acquire un

i standing .and to^develon-'lhe r*
I t i fa l habits of hor t icul ture ' '

T h e t » o stress t h e f a c t ( b a t t !
are not in the seed In i ' i ne - s , i
s o w i n g and tending Mary's G u n ' -
is a means of Ins t ruc t ion , as '.•
as a iov
A b o u t h a l f the var ie t ies o

flowers injheir packages are ' i s t t
in lh<; catalogues of the con;
mercial seed houses. Other.' an
c a n - f e d by rare seed houses hen
s t i l l o t h e r s they have bad t o < - h
tain Irom Europe.

The booklet which iccompa.niei
each order t e l l s how, when anr1

when lo p l a n t each f l o w e i KOI
example O u r Lady's T e a i s o > - l i i v
o f - thc v a l l e y , prel'eis pa r t i a l -bad ' .
shou ld he p lan ted in the Sprim
f i v e or six seeds close togelhei
and c o v e r e d w i t h f i n e soil to :
depth o f t w o to f o u r t imes t h '
I b i c k n c j s of Ihe seed. The l l o w (
was MI named from the i esen
b lance of i t s l i n y blossoms to t i
d rops ( s p e c i a l l y when coven
w i t h dew.

The w i l d Violet is called 0:
Lady's Modes ty , named f r o m t l
"modi.si" m a n n e r in w h i c h I I
flowei s hang the i r heads an-1 t i

Kiiforget me not is known as
ol M a i > , l i o m Ihe i esemblancc '
i t - , d a i n t v b l u e f lowers t o h l u
e>i"-.

One of the pret t ies t legends
t h a t of the Rosemary who-
blooms changed from w h i t e to b l i
w h e n Our I ady 'one day p l : : ' ' <



Vest-Pocleet Gardens tor Mary
Two ;»£•;; ;» Philadelphia arc gti'ing flowers

their right names

By JAMES C. G. CONNIFF

\T of their blue-lettered gray
\_/ envelopes there will be tum-
bling into the hands of an Irish
beauty in Brooklyn named Minnie
Martin, right about now, the evi-
dence of one sweet little racket. She
is its latest victim. I know, because
I'm victimizing her. I sent her a
set of seed packets, each about the
size of an open matchbook cover.
1 sent them to her so that she could
plant a Mary's garden.

Cement broods in every direction
where Minnie lives. There isn't
room to make a mud pie; and un-
der the cement there's rock. But
Minnie will plant Mary's garden in
a window box looking out on St.
John's place. With the sun and the
rain and God's love, it will blos-
som, come spring, defying the Con-
crete as faith does the desert, to
honor our Lady. Ali over America,
in tin cans and cigar boxes, in
backyards and on parish lawns,
Minnie will have lots of company.

This is because in March, 1951,
two Philadelphians, John S. Stokes,
Jr., and Edward A. McTague hit
on a new idea. They decided to
restore the spirit of prayer to gar-
dening. It was to be a spare-time

apostolic work., The payoff has
been lush: gilt-edged, nonnegoti-
able merit.

In that first year, 134 Mary's gar-
dens bloomed across America. By
the spring of 1952 the number had
trebled. This year the thing will
probably get out of hand. Stokes
and McTague, who've operated on
an expenses-only, nonprofit basis,
are hoping some missionary group
will take over and benefit by the
wildfire response.

The idea came to Stokes from
a unique garden he ran across on
the grounds of St. Joseph's church
at Woods Hole, Mass. A Chicago
woman named Mrs. Frank R. Lil-
lie had established there something
never before seen in the U. S. For
that matter, its like hadn't been
seen anywhere since the 16th cen-
tury.

Every flower in it, including
some Mrs. Lillie imported, bore its
original pre-Reformation English
title honoring Mary. Stokes was
overwhelmed. He went home to
Philadelphia, excited. When Atlan-
tic storms wiped out half of the
Woods Hole garden, he shared his
idea with Edward McTague. To-

; P
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gether they founded Mary's Gar-
dens, 901 S. 47th St., Philadelphia
43, Pa.

Today the project is a booming
mail-order business that must use
modern packaging equipment to
keep up with demand. From the
start it has been full of surprises.

Stokes" had been studying under
McTague at the St. Joseph's college
Institute of Industrial Relations in
Philadelphia. A chance remark
about horticulture revealed that
both men were amateur gardeners.
That drew diem closer together
than economics and labor law
ever could. McTague's promotional
know-how was all the spark Stokes'
project needed.

They combed libraries for old
books on gardening. What they
came up with popped their own
eyes. Monasteries, abbeys, and
churches, it seemed, weren't the
only things Henry VIII and Eliza-
beth I had plundered in once Cath-
olic England. The very names of
flowers honoring our Lady were
pitilessly purged. Research disclosed
that more than 500 common garden
flowers had been known by her
titles when England itself was
known as Mary's Dowry.

Some were for things belonging
to her, like Our Lady's Cushion,
Our Lady's Earrings, Our Lady's
Thimble, or Eyes of Mary. Others
kept men mindful of some liturgi-
cal feast, for which they would
bloom: Purification flower or As-
sumption lily. The Madonna lily

and the marigold, Stokes and Mc-
Tague quickly saw, were among
the few flowers to survive the bit-
ter extremes of the Reformation.

With zeal and devotion they set
about restoring the past. They got
expert advice on cultivation, tapped
reliable seed sources, printed up
envelopes, and spread the good
word. Their reasonable price list,
which now includes layouts for gar-
den arrangement as well as their
informative booklet and Old Gar-
den prayer, was worked out to
cover costs, with not a nickel over.
Ten seed packets are $1.50. In less
time than it takes to see that mari-
gold is only Mary's gold in dis-
guise, they were doing a bonanza
business all over the U. S.

Their slick-paper informative
booklet, synchronized as a guide
for spring planting that same year,
is really a detailed brochure of our
Lady's annuals, biennials, and per-
ennials. It gives the Mary name for
each flower, its common garden
name, and its Latin botanical name,
with clear, crisp directions for
planting and cultivation.

Not all the 500-odd Mary varie-
ties are listed. Some are too hard
to come by. Others require profes-
sional gardening skills. But the sev-
eral dozens that are available have
been chosen to please a wide range
of tastes. Many combinations of
color can be worked out, and the
foresighted gardener will have a
steady succession of blooms from
May to October. All are hardy

1953
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types calculated to survive anything
but the worst errors of those who
love Mary but have yet to learn
gardening.

Stokes and McTague have chil-
dren mainly in mind here. Little
ones can be taught the beauties of
God's natural world while they are
learning the glories of His Mother.
This thought fascinates these two
men. Each of them has three chil-
dren of his own. Two of Mc-
Tague's are members of Religious
Orders.

Nuns are fascinated, too. Con-
vents in every one of the 48 states,
as well as in Africa, South Amer-
ica, Europe, and the islands of the
Pacific, keep writing in for seeds.
The nuns use the flowers to beau-
tify convent grounds, to decorate
their little Community cemeteries,
and to adorn classrooms. They pass
them out to children for gardens
at home.

The result is that in thousands
of windows this spring, tended by
tiny hands, coffee cans, old flower-
pots, and cheese or cigar boxes will
lift green sprouts that, come May,
will be ready to crown its Queen
with blossoms. A little invalid girl
in the Bronx, her face aglow, is
tending trays of six varieties in the
bay window of her parents' home.
She works from a wheel chair,
watering, cultivating, praying, hum-
ming our Lady's hymns. She's only
six, but the Sister Superior at her
school is counting on those flowers.
The little girl told me so.

"She is not expected to walk
again," the Sister told me. "Polio.
But she doesn't understand. And
who is to say that, with Mary's
help . . . ?"

A pastor in Plainfield, N. J., Fa-
ther Harold V. Colgan, founder
of the famed Blue Army, will be
planting an elaborate Mary's gar-
den. He will plainly tag each va-
riety with the Lady title it bore
four centuries ago. His garden will
be on the lawn of St. Mary's, where
he has his Madonna grotto. There

Some Mary Names for
Flowers

Our Lady's
Mantle Morning Glory

Virgin Flower Periwinkle
Our Lady's Delight Pansy
Eyes of Mary Forget-me-not
Our Lady's Glove Foxglove
Our Lady's Keys Cowslip
Our Lady's

Fingers Honeysuckle
Our Lady's

Tears .Lily-of-the-Valley
Purification Flower. Snowdrop
Our Lady's Eardrops Fuchsin
Our Lady's Slippers or

Shoes-Columbine (Aquilegia)
Our Lady's

Thimble..Bluebells of Scotland
Our Lady's

.Modesty ....Wild Violet
Our Lady's Birthday

Flower Aster
Our Lady's Earrings Balsam

^
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will be another garden across the
street at the school, around the
Fatima group. As pastor tells pas-
tor, Stokes and McTague want to
yell delightedly for help. Their
spare-time apostolate has swamped
them.

Bill Riordan will have his Mary's
Garden, too. It'll be in a funny
place, though. Bill is a radio oper-
ator on a merchant ship, American
registry, and his devotion will blos-
som in wood trays in the radio
shack. He chose only the toughest
varieties. If his ports of call don't
include the subarctic, he's confident
they'll bloom. They did last year.

Somewhere in the Middle West
a Negro on parole will be on his
knees, planting another Mary's
garden in a modest back yard. The
first one he planted, back in 1951,
was in a prison courtyard. It. was
his silent, multicolored prayer to
Mary that he might be paroled.
Fellow convicts gave him the horse
laugh at first, then watched with
interest as the little plants came up.
The Negro's prayer was answered
when the Mary's gold was in
bloom. This year he plants in
thanksgiving, and for the grace to
keep going straight.

A Jesuit on the island of Yap in
the Carolines will this year be mak-
ing his garden pray. So will an
American infantryman on maneu-
vers in western Germany. The

c

soldier's garden will be the first
known portable tribute to Mary.
It's only a small flowerpot, but the
general feeling is that if it survives
it will really be a near miracle.

But the kind of faith that makes
a heart leap up with yearning for
the rediscovered .past in Mary's gar-
dens is precisely the kind that does
work miracles. In the preface to a
moldy 16th-century translation of
a gardening manual by "one of the
St. Vincent abbey, France," Stokes
and McTague found a prayer that
mirrors forth such faith. They have
made it their Old Garden prayer.

It reads in part: "In Thy name,
Lord, we plant these seeds, desiring
that by Thy mighty power they
may grow upon the earth, and bear
plenty of fruits, to the profit of all
Thy faithful, through Christ our
Lord."

There's no proof it's happened,
yet, but more than one enthusiast
for Mary's gardens has suggested
that border patrols would have one
sweet time preventing these seeds
of devotion from piercing the Iron
Curtain and flaunting their holy
colors inside Russia.

"The idea is always the first step
in these things," Stokes agrees.
"The modern parable of a nation's
redemption might be written in
part around our Lady's seeds. Her
Son wove a classic around one
much smaller."

IIILDREN may tear up a house but they never break up a home.
Ruth Stacks.


