L HICdEO, and the garden cup

4 ; i 7| Wilfred Wheeler. We are (c
s y 5 ly working with My, Whecj:
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bring about a Jrestoration ¢
T e s S ORI e Ul i

A _DIFEERENT DEVOTION . i e

Hole garden,” the firet

| THE CATHOLIC FREE PRESS

Garden in America!

*Mary’s Gardens” Project Transforms Wilttonll

their project,  publicizi,
through lectures, letters and
Fl()\\y(,\r Be(is []) t—() A y PI'HYCY ¢ zme arlicles, they've had resp
P4 - i from throughout he county
By JEAN TUCKER

“Last-year we were testing

A flower can be an ejaculation — and a garden a prayer, transforming a window hox |Yvar we are iroduting

: J A s L vien ) . 3 » vl

or a yard into a niche of beauly and fragrance in praise of Our Lady. .l\l:-il M) h(‘,.;(;:] to lhl(”g.sr.,nll'.
% ey osay nce ublie a1 ey
This is an old-world concept, forgotten for centuries and thus new today, but a lovely Jias been called to the ‘(g 1
idea . . . for flowers, delicate and graceful, are so appropriate to Mary, the Mystical Rose, anmes ol | Flowers; (e S

In March 1951, John S. Stokes' - I R T R
Jr.oand Edward A, McTague es-
tablished in Philadelphia, at 901
South 47th street, a project called
“Mary's Gardens”,

They believed that gardens, be-
sides giving pleasure, have a re.
ligious meaning, and have learned
that “in the old popular traditions
of Catholic England - Mary's Kng-
land—more than 500 flowers bore
names honoring Her and the
mysteries of Her life . . . Some
were nanied from the litwrgical -
feast of Owr Lady for which they
were usually ‘in bhloom . . | Others
were associated with Oup Lady
because of roles, which according
to legend, they plaved in Her life,
« « .. Still others were named be-
cause of their mvstical symbolism,” |

Wrote Booklet

And so they vrofe a little hook-
let, giving the Latin, popular and
religious names of Mary's flowers,
and felling how they  came by
those religious hames; then pre
pared packages of seods that are
sold at a nominal cost.

— prayerful, religious sens i
ated  with gardening n
centuries, we  hope that -\
Gardens’ will “become a poj
movement along the lines of
the Christophers, and that
established institution or el
order will head jt up. Needl
say. there are endless possil
lo be developed Maryls™ G
Clubs,  tlower shows, )y
publications.”

Flowers Well Known

The flowers listed in their 1
let are well known varietics,
culture falls within the sphey
standard  outdoor hortiog!
techniques,

“Never-the less,” th Y oempli.
“Good results depend, as (he
in any arts craft, on under.:
ing and diligent care. ‘Owi 1.,
| Garden' is for (hose who
a sense for the idea and fop |
.\\hu are willing to acquire un
jstanding.and to:developithe n
[tical habits of horticulture *

The two stress the fact that 11
are not in the seed busine:s,
sowing and tending Mary's Gare!
is a means of instruction, as
as 4 iov

- About  half  the varieli(«_ i

flowers in_their packages are lisit

in the ("atulﬂgues of the com

mercial seed houses. Others u.:

caivied by rare seed houses her:

still others they have had to ol

tain from Europe.

The booklet which accompanie:
each order tells how, where and
o i ; when to plant each flower l‘v

RDENS AT WOOoDS HOLE example Our Lady's 'l‘o:nt' 0! h

of-thevalley, prefers partial ~had:

y's Garden in Woods Hole belonged to Mrs, should be planted in the Spring

Chicago who commissioned Miss Dorothea five or six seeds close 195."“1"3

f Concord o design it as a selting for the and covered with fine §(ll| to

onna by V. M. S. Hannell, It is on a narrow depth of two to four times th:

The two men bhecame acquainted,
Mr. Stokes says, “in the Spring
of 1949 on g, sudent-teacher
basis at St. Joseph's College Insti.
tute of Industriul Relations, Phila- ;
delphia, where Mr McTague taught. 2 3 :
‘Mary’s Gardens' was an unexpect- e ;
ed fruit and ‘love’ which grew j ‘» L . : 2
from our work together in the T i
ficlds of econowmics, politics, com-
munications, industrial manage- ORlGlNAL GA
ment, etc. ‘ The original Mar
i “Until ‘we conceived l)r(\"MznT)—";f Frank R. Lillie of
Gardens' idea, My, MeTague an(l: Katharine Harrison o
I were casual backyard gardners tculpture of the Mad
on a modest stale., Same marigolds

Piece of land across the street from st, Joseph’s Church, and  lhickness of the seed. ”])Q H_(:\t(‘
from Mr, McTague's garden were now belongs to the church. The original plan for the planting Was L0 named frn‘m the tls.i(x
e occasi © discussi . : i LA e D ance of its tiny blossoms to (¢
th Of‘m“_‘m of ”'“_ f““(“s””g"’h" used more than 40 plants with religious names. Mrs. Lillie, Miss bl'«m( Y bl ly: vhen cova
old names together and undertak- Ha i ] drops,  especrally
ing the project. Harrison and Mrs. Alfred Emerson of Chicago who at the time

with dew.

The wild Violet is called
Lady’s Modesty, named from tl

The fact (hat in {he popular | W28 working on a b
tradition of pre Reformation Eng-| the research,
land many flowers formerly bore “In the Summer of 1950, says Charming Garden “modest”  manner in which th
hames recalling Our Lady, first Mr. Stokes, “I had an opportunity .| oK , silet ing, [flowers hang their heads and t!
came ‘to their attention by way of to visit Mg, Lillie's gardens. I ”).C Edoon “Js‘“?m. lf,w:ml]i forget-me not is known as Fy
a magazine article in which Rev. (I foung that the original conception }19\&@\@. nmill [\'N_s TUL _0 (nd of Mary, from the resemblance «
James J. Galvin wold of the garden Lol the garden that of growing “””‘ a list ;)[ "16 9,"?1’;13':“(1:2" its damty blue flowers to hlu
of a Mrs. Lillic who had been | flowers fo merly named after Qur 2 ,€OPY 0 “i' “m{l-r;f{, I a\' jﬁ eyes
importing flowers f{rom I",ngl‘jm(l.‘ Lady—was no longer followed, be- SCh“‘m? from Mis. Lillie, no ¥ One of the prettiest legends
and planting them in 3 plot across || cayce the original planting was | that  of the Rosemary who:
from St. Joseph's Church in Woods 'desfroyed during the hurricane blooms changed from white to bl
»}l»ole down on Cape Cod and was not ,.M‘,',,”,‘,‘ ] when Our Lady ‘one day place

) her Blaes ¢last on them bo drs

ock on the religious symbolism of plants, did
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