














AD DIEM ILLUM

God for the repentance of those who have abandoned the truth. Experience
teaches us that such pleading, inspired by charity and trust in the Virgin, has
never been in vain. As a matter of fact, even in the future the Church will
never be free from attacks. ‘‘For there must be factions, so that those who are
approved may be made manifest among you'' (I Cor. 11:19). But the Virgin
will never cease aiding us in the most troublesome trials. She will never cease
carrying on the battle she has been engaged in since her conception. For this
reason we may daily repeat: ‘Today she crushed the head of the ancient
serpent.”

Jubilee Indulgences

That the gift of heavenly graces may be more plentiful than usual and
help us to imitate more closely the Most Blessed Virgin whom we shall honor
more fully during this year, We have decided, after the example of Our
Predecessors at the opening of their pontificates, to grant to the Catholic
world an extraordinary indulgence in the form of a Jubilee. In this way We
shall more easily realize our intention of restoring all things in Christ.

Hence trusting in the mercy of Almighty God and in the authority of the
Blessed Apostles Peter and Paul, in virtue of the power of binding and
loosing which the Lord has given Us, despite our unworthiness, We grant and
impart the most plenary indulgence of all their sins to each and every member
of the faithful of both sexes, who live in this our beloved City or who visit
the City. This plenary indulgence can be gained from the first Sunday in
Lent, February 21, to the feast of Corpus Christi, June 2, if they shall make
three visits to one of the four Patriarchal basilicas and there for some time
pray to God for the freedom and exaltation of the Catholic Church and this
Apostolic See, for the uprooting of heresies and the conversion of those in
error, for harmony among Christian Princes and the peace and unity of all
the faithful, and for Our intentions. Besides once within this same period,
excepting the days not included in the Lenten Indult, these faithful shall fast
on meagre fare. Moreover they shall confess their sins and receive the most
holy Sacrament of the Eucharist.

Within the above-mentioned time or during a period of three months, not
necessarily continuous, to be definitely appointed by the Ordinaries according
to the convenience of the faithful, but before the eighth day of December,
this same plenary indulgence may be gained by all the other faithful dwelling
anywhere outside the City, provided they pay three visits to the cathedral
church and shall devoutly perform the above-mentioned works. If there is no
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cathedral church, then the parish church should be used, and in the absence
of a parish church, then the principal church.

We further permit this indulgence, which may be gained only once, to
be applied in suffrage for the souls who have passed from this life united in
charity with God.

Moreover We grant the same indulgence to iravelers by land and sea who
perform the prescribed works immediately on their return home.

Privileges to Confessors

To confessors approved by their respective ordinaries We grant the facul-
ties of commuting these prescribed works for other works of piety and this
concession may be used not only for Religious of both sexes but for all others
who cannot perform the prescribed works, and We also grant the faculties to
dispense from Communion those children who have not yet been admitted
to it.

Moreover to all the faithful, the laity and the clergy, both secular and
regular of all orders and institutes, even those requiring special mention, We
grant permission and power, for the gaining of this indulgence, to choose
any regular or secular priest, among those actually approved (this faculty may
also be used by nuns, novices, and other women living in the cloister, pro-
vided the confessor selected be one approved for nuns). When they go to
confession to him within the prescribed time wilth the intention of gaining
the present jubilee indulgence and of performing all the other required works,
they may on this lone occasion and only in the forum of conscience, be
absolved from all excommunication, suspension and every other Church
sentence and censure pronounced or inflicted for any cause by the law or by
a judge. This includes those reserved to the Ordinary and to Us or the
Apostolic See, even in cases reserved in a special manner to anybody whom-
soever and fo Us and the Apostolic See. They may also be absolved from
every sin and transgression, even those reserved to the Ordinaries themselves
and to Us and the Apostolic See, provided however, that a salutary penance
be enjoined fogether with the prescripiion of the law, and in the case of
heresy, after the abjuration and retraction of error, as is enjoined by the
law. These said priests may further commute to other pious and salutary
works all vows even those taken under oath and reserved to the Apostolic
See (except those of chastity, of religion, and of obligations accepted by
third persons). In regard to the said penitenis, even regulars who are in
sacred orders, such confessors may dispense from all secret irregularities
contracted solely by violation of censures affecting the exercise of said orders
and promotions to higher orders.
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Limitations to the Jubilee Grant of Indulgences

However We do not intend in this present leiter to dispense from any
irregularities whatsoever, or from crime or defect, public or private, con-
tracted in any way through notorieiy or other incapacity or inability. Nor do
We intend to derogate from the Constitution with its accompanying declara-
tion, published by Benedict XIV of happy memcry, which begins with the
words Sacramentum poenitentiae. It is not Our intention that this present
Letter may or can, in any way avail those, who by Us and the Apostolic See
or by any ecclesiastical judge, have been by name excommunicated, sus-
pended, interdicted or declared under other sentences or censures, or who
have been publicly denounced, unless within the appointed time they satisfy,
or, when necessary, come to an arrangement with the parties concerned.
Finally We want to add that We grant and will that during this time of
Jubilee all retain the privilege of gaining all other indulgences, not excluding
plenary indulgences, which have been granted by Our Predecessors or by Us.

Mary is the Comfort and Hope of the Church

And now, Venerable Brethren, We close this letter with the earnest hope
that, through the extraordinary favor of this Jubilee which We have granted
under the auspices of the Immaculaie Virgin, many of those unhappily
separated from Jesus Christ may return to Him. Likewise We earnestly hope
that among the Christian people there may be a new flowering of love for
virtue and of fervor in devotion.

When Pius IX fifty years ago proclaimed that we must hold as an article
of faith that the Most Blessed Mother of God was from her origin free from
all sin, the earth was covered, as We have said, with an incredible wealth
of heavenly graces. This growth of confidence in the Virgin Mother of God
everywhere gave a strong impetus to the growth of the ancient religion of
the people. May we not hope for still greater blessings in the future?

We are surely passing through troublesome times, which prompt us to make
our own the lament of the Prophet: ‘‘There is no truth and no mercy and no
knowledge of God on earth. Blasphemy and lying and homicide and theft
and adultery have inundated it"" (Osee 4:12). Yet in the midst of this deluge
of evil the most merciful Virgin is there before us in full view, like a rainbow,
as the arbiter, making peace belween God and men: ‘'l will set my bow in the
clouds, and it shall be the sign of a covenant beiween me and between the
earth'’ (Gen. 9:13). Let the storm rage and sky darken; still we shall not be
dismayed. ‘‘And the bow shall be in the clouds, and | shall see it and shall
remember the everlasting covenani. And there shall no more be water of a
flood to destroy all flesh’' (Gen. 9:16, 15). If we only trust in Mary as we
should, especially at this time when we shall celebrate her Immaculate Con-
ception with livelier fervor, we shall find out even now that she is the Virgin
most powerful ‘‘who with virginal foot crushed the head of the Serpent.”
In pledge of these graces, Venerable Brethren, lovingly in the Lord, we
impart to you and your people the Apostolic blessing.

Given in Rome, at St. Peter's, on the second day of February, 1904, the
first year of Our Pontificate. Pius X, Pope
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