










AD DIEM ILLUM

God for the repentonce of those who hove obondoned the truth. Experience

teoches us thot such pleoding, inspired by chority ond lrust in the Virgin, hos

never been in voin. As o motter of foct, even in the future the Church will

never be free from ottocks. "For there must be foctions, so thot those who ore

opproyed moy be mode monifest omong you" (l Cor. I l:191. But the Virgin

will never ceose oiding us in the most troublesome triqls. She will never ceose

corrying on the bottle she hos been engoged in since her conception. For lhis

reqson we moy doily repeot: "Todoy she crushed the heod of the oncient

serpent. "

Jubilee Indulgences
Thot the gift of heovenly groces moy be more plentiful thon usuql ond

help us to imitote more closely the Most Blessed Virgin whom we sholl honor

more fully during this yeor, We hove decided, ofter the exomple of Our

Predecessors ot lhe opening of their pontificotes, to gront to the Cotholic

world on extroordinory indulgence in the form of o Jubilee. In this woy We

sholl more eosily reolize our intention of restoring oll things in Christ.

Hence lrusting in the mercy of Almighty God ond in the outhority of the

Blessed Apostles Peter ond Poul, in virtue of lhe power of binding ond

loosing which the Lord hos given Us, despite our unworthiness, We gront ond

import the most plenory indulgence of oll their sins to eoch ond every member

of the foithful of both sexes, who live in this our beloved City or who visit

the City. This plenory indulgence con be goined from the first Sundoy in

Lent, Februory 21, to the feost of Corpus Christi, June 2, if they sholl moke

three visits to one of the four Potriorchol bosilicos ond lhere for some time

proy to God for the freedom ond exoltotion of the Cotholic Church ond this

Apostolic See, for the uprooting of heresies ond the conversion of those in

error, for hormony omong Christion Princes ond the peoce ond unity of oll

the foithful, ond for Our intentions. Besides once within lhis some period,

excepting the doys not included in the Lenten Indult, these foithful sholl fost

on meogre fore, Moreover they shqll confess their sins ond receive the most

holy Socroment of the Euchorist.

Within the obove-mentioned time or during o period of three months, not

necessorily continuous, to be definitely oppointed by the Ordinories occording

to the convenience of the foithful, but before the eighth doy of December,

lhis some plenory indulgence moy be goined by oll the other foithful dwelling

onywhere outside the City, provided they poy three visits to the cothedrol

church ond sholl devoutly perform lhe obove-mentioned works. lf there is no
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cothedrol church, then lhe porish church should be used, ond in the

of o porish church, then the principol church.

We further permit this indulgence, which moy be goined only

be opplied in suffroge for the souls who hove possed from this life
chority with God.

Moreover We gront the some indulgence to irovelers by lond ond

perform the prescribed works immediotely on rheir return home.

Privileges to Confessors

obsence

once,

u n ited

to

in

seo who

To confessors opproved by their respective ordinories We gront the focul-

ties of commuling lhese prescribed works for. other works of piety ond this

concession moy be used not only for Religious of both sexes but for oll others

who connot perform the prescribed works, ond We olso gronl the foculties to

dispense from Communion those children who hove not yet been odmilted

to it.
Moreover to oll the foithful, the loity ond the clergy. both seculor ond

regulor of oll orders ond institutes, even those requiring speciol mention, We

gront permission ond power, for lhe goining of this indulgence, to choose

ony regulor or seculor priest, omong those octuolly opproved (this foculty moy

olso be used by nuns, novices, ond other women living in the cloister, pro-

vided the confessor selected be one opproved for nuns!. When they go to
confession to him within the prescribed time wilh the iniention of goining

the present iubilee indulgence ond of performing oll the other required works,

they moy on this lone occosion ond only in lhe forum of conscience, be

obsolved f rom oll excommunicotion, suspension ond every other Church

sentence ond censure pronounced or inflicted for ony couse by the low or by

o iudge. This includes those reserved to the Ordinory ond to Us or the

Apostolic See, even in coses reserved in o speciol monner to onybody whom-

soever ond to Us ond the Apostolic See. They moy olso be obsolved from
every sin ond lronsgression, even lhose reserved to the Ordinqries themselves

ond to Us ond the Apostolic See, provided however, thol o solutory penonce

be enioined logether with the prescription of the low, ond in the cose of
heresy, ofter ihe obiurotion ond retrociion of error, os is enioined by the

low. These soid priests moy further commute to other pious ond solutory
works oll vows even those token under ooth ond reserved to the Apostolic
See (except those of chostity, of religion, ond of obligotions occepted by

third personsl. In regord to lhe soid penitenis, even regulors who ore in

socred orders, such confessors moy dispense from oll secrel irregulorilies
controcted solely by violotion of censures offecting the exercise of soid orders

ond promotions lo higher orders.
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Limitotions to the Jubilee Gront of lndufgences
However We do not intend in this present lelter to dispense f rom ony

irregulorities whotsoever, or from crime or defect, public or privote, con-
trocted in ony woy through notoriely or ofher incqpocity or inobility. Nor do
We intend to derogote from the Constitution with its occomponying declqro-
tion, published by Benedict XIV of hqppy memcry, which begins with the
words Socrom entum poenitenfioe. lt is not Our intention thot this present

Letter moy or con, in ony woy ovoil lhose, who by Us qnd the Apostolic See

or by ony ecclesiosticol iudge, hove been by nome excommunicoted, sus-

pended, interdicted or declored under other sentences or censures, or who
hqve been publicly denounced, UDless within the oppointed time they sotisfy,
or, when necessqry, come to on orrongement with the porties concerned.

Finolly We wont to odd thot We gront ond will thot during this time of
Jubilee oll retoin the privi!ege of goining qll other indulgences, not excluding
plenory indulgences, which hove been gronled by Our Predecessors or by Us.

Mory is the Comfort ond Hope of the Church
And now, Veneroble Brethren, We close this letter with the eornest hope

thot, through the extroordinory fovor of this Jubilee which We hove gronted
under the ouspices of the lmmoculote Virgin, mony of those unhoppily
seporoted from Jesus Christ moy return to Him. Likewise We eornestly hope
thqt omong the Christion people there moy be o new flowering of love for
virtue ond of fervor in devotion.

When Pius lX fifty yeors qgo procloimed thot we must hold os on orticle
of foith thot the Most Blessed Mother of God wes from her origin free from
oll sin, the eorth wos covered, os We hove soid, with on incredible weolth
of heovenly groces. This growth of confidence in the Virgin Mother of God
everywhere gove o strong impetus to the growth of the oncient religion of
the people.Moy we not hope for still greoter blessings in the future?

We qre surely possing through troublesome times, which prompt us to mqke
our own the lqment of the Prophet: "There is no truth ond no mercy ond no

knowledge of God on eorth. Blosphemy ond lying ond homicide qnd theft
ond qdultery hove inundoted it" (Osee 4,1 2l'. Yet in the midst of this deluge
of evil the most merciful Virgin is there before us in full view, like o roinbow,
os the orbiter, moking peoce belrveen God ond menr "l will set my bow in the
clouds, ond it sholl be the sign of o covenont between me ond between the
eorth" (Gen. 9tl3). Let the storm roge ond sky dorken; still we sholl not be
dismoyed. "And the bow sholl be in the clouds, ond Isholl see lt ond sholl
remember the everlosting covenqnt. And there sholl no more be wqter of o
flood to destroy oll flesh" (Gen. 9:1 6, l5l. lf we only trust in Mory os we
should, especiolly of this time when we sholl celebrote her lmmqculote Con-
ception with livelier fervor, we shqll find out even now ihot she is the Virgin
most powerful "who with virginol foot crushed the heqd of the Serpent. "

In pledge of these groces, Veneroble Brethren, lovingly in the Lord, we
import to you qnd your people the Apostolic blessing.

Given in Rome, of St. Peter's, on
first yeor of Our Pontificote.

the second doy of Februory, 1904, the
Pius X, Pope
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