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MARIANIST IDENTITY

‘Make her
accessible
to people
around the
world’

E a c h ye a r, U D ’s R e c t o r ’s C o u n c i l h o n o r s t wo f u l l - t i m e l a y fa c u l t y o r s t a f f m e m b e r s wh o h a ve , o ve r
t i m e , m a d e n o t e wo r t h y c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o t h e C a t h o l i c , M a r i n a i s t c h a ra c t e r o f t h e Un i ve r s i t y. Na m e d fo r
B ro t h e r E l m e r L a c k n e r, S. M . , t h e s e h o n o r s a re a m o n g t h e h i g h e s t a wa rd s g i ve n a t U D.

2010 Lackner Awards

Teaching as service

Culture creates, cultivates professor’s Marianist spirit

K

Rossier installed as Marian Library director
The story of Christianity begins
“The institute explores how Mary
students in theology now come from
Rossier’s focus is on teaching and
with Mary, when she said “yes” to
appears in scripture, how she appears
around the world to study at the instiresearching Biblical texts that speak
the message of the
in the history of the
tute, which grants pontifical degrees
of Mary. With a master’s degree in
angel, agreed to
church and how she
through its affiliation with Pontifical
literature, he also examines how Mary
become the mother
appears in people’s
University Marianum in Rome.
is portrayed in popular culture and
of Jesus and thus
lives. It’s a really
Rossier, born in Fribourg,
contemporary literature such as detecbecame his first
rich resource for
Switzerland, in 1957, took his first
tive novels.
disciple.
people who want to
vows in 1984 and was ordained in 1991.
Part of his vision for the instiThat was the
have an intellectual
He came to Dayton in 2003.
tute is to work more closely with the
message of Father
as well as a spiritual
At home around the world, he
University’s department of religious
François Rossier,
understanding of
speaks five languages and has taught
studies on classes and degrees, such
S.M., during his
Mary.”
on every inhabited continent. With
as a minor in Marian studies. He’s
talk Jan. 25 at the
Rossier succeeds
extended time in Togo and Ivory
teaching an undergraduate course this
ceremony installFather Johann
Coast, Rossier developed a love
semester on the theology of Mary.
ing him as execuRoten, S.M., who
for West African people and their
“Through the Marian Library and
tive director of the
headed the institute
cultures. Rossier retains that special
Institute, we can help make her accesFather James Fitz, S.M., congratulates
Marian Library/
for more than 20
affection and is sometimes called
sible to people around the world. There
Father Rossier.
International Marian
years, leading its
to help out at St. Benedict the Moor
is a great desire to be better acquainted
Research Institute at the University of
expansive growth and taking it into
parish, which ministers to many of
with her by many people of faith,” he
Dayton.
the digital age. Under Roten’s leaderDayton’s African-American
said.
“There is a renewal of interest in
ship, a significant number of graduate
Catholics.
—Cilla Shindell
Mary around the world,” Rossier said.
“She’s the most written-about woman
in the entire human history, and she’s
an emblem of Catholic tradition and
Below is an excerpt of the talk by Father François Rossier, S.M., at his installation ceremony. The entire speech can be downidentity.”
loaded at http://rector.udayton.edu from the “Directories & Documents” tab.
Archbishop of Cincinnati Dennis
... Of all the witnesses of Jesus, Mary is the only one who
We study Mary because there is no better example that
Schnurr and Father Jim Fitz, S.M.,
was present both at the birth and at the death of the Messiah. could help us to understand what it means to respond to
assistant provincial of the Society of
Of all those who welcomed the coming of the Word into our
God’s revelation in Jesus Christ. We study her because she is
Mary, attended the installation. This
world, she is the one most impacted by the Incarnation. She
both mother and first disciple of her son, because as such she
position is the only one at UD that
was even physically transformed by it. Of all the followers of
is the concrete and complete example.
requires approval by the Vatican.
Jesus, she is the only one who resembled him even physically,
... As in the case of theology, the object of mariology is
Father Paul Marshall, S.M.,
that is concretely.
not abstract, is not a body of knowledge or a set of laws and
University rector, said the institute
In Mary, we have the full and concrete revelation of
doctrines. The object of mariology is a person, a concrete indiis a unique resource for the study of
how a human creature is to respond to the full revelation of
vidual. At first sight, it might seem odd to dedicate a research
Mary in Christianity and Mary as a
God
in
Jesus
Christ.
Karl
Rahner
describes
Mary
as
the
discipline — one of these things ending in “-ology” — to the
disciple of Christ, which is the foun“perfect Christian.” Mary’s example is not only the perfect
study of a particular human person. A person, however, is
dation of the Marianist order.
one,
it
is
also
the
first
one,
the
inaugural
one,
the
foundational
precisely particular, because it is only by this uniqueness that a
“We look at how Mary was involved
one.
person can be truly loved. ...
in Jesus’ early life and how she was
open to God’s spirit,” Marshall said.

Why study Mary?
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athryn Kinnucan-Welsch knew little about the Marianist
order when she joined UD as an assistant professor of
teacher education in 1997.
Since then, the Marianist charism has become her
own, and she’s worked to sustain it in the University’s
academic endeavors and in her own, said Joan McGuinness
Wagner, director of Marianist strategies.
“She’s very thoughtful about the way she presents ideas, and she
quite naturally includes
people in conversation and
integrates ideas so that
end result is a composite
of all the contributions,”
Wagner said.
Being honored with
one of UD’s highest awards
caught Kinnucan-Welsch
by surprise, for she didn’t
even intend to stay at UD.
Her plan, she confessed,
was to build the foundation of her academic
career and then return to
Michigan, her aging parents, her grown children,
her home.
“What happened was,
UD became a home, a family, my support, my community,” said KinnucanWelsch, now the chair of
teacher education.
Community, one of
five characteristics of the Marianist charism, felt natural from her first
weeks, when she began gathering with a handful of junior faculty members for scholarly support on the road to tenure. The group soon became
more than that.
“We discussed our program and our scholarship,” she said, “but we
were also figuring out what it means to be a faculty member in teacher
education.”
When she was invited to participate in a Marianist Universities
Meeting at St. Mary’s University in San Antonio, Kinnucan-Welsch had
the opportunity to reflect more deeply on the importance of the charism
in the University’s educational mission.
“That experience had a tremendous impact in bringing a deeper
understanding of what it is to be Marianist,” she said.
As a member of the Marianist Education Working Group, KinnucanWelsch helped craft the 2006 document Habits of Inquiry and Reflection,
which has woven a stronger Marianist context into the University’s
long-term academic strategies and student development programs.
With her espousal of the charism, she said, she has developed a connection with the University’s roots.
“The Marianists are known as teachers,” she said. “Spending my professional life — teaching and preparing teachers — in the context of an
institution founded by an order focused on a teaching mission — there’s
a wonderful synergy to that. … These origins are not lost on me.”

In good care

Commitment strong in fourth-generation Flyer

T

he University’s vice president for finance and administrative
services came to work at UD in 1992 with a 1970 accounting degree,
22 years at a top firm, four generations of family history and a commitment to usher his alma mater into the 21st century.
First from his family and later from his colleagues, Tom
Burkhardt learned to be a wise and careful financial steward,
and he has steadfastly upheld the practices that have helped the
University grow in good times and weather the bad ones, said longtime colleague and 2004 Marianist Service Award honoree Ken Soucy.
Burkhardt humbly shifts credit to his mentors and colleagues.
“I had the unique opportunity of working for and with Brother Ray Fitz and
Brother Bernie Ploeger at the same time,” he said. “Not many people can say
that. … They are both incredibly smart people and both taught me a lot about
social justice as it applies to the finances of a university.”
In Burkhardt’s meetings with Ploeger, his predecessor and now president
of Chaminade University, they discussed more than budgets, investments,
compensation and capital
initiatives.
“In those meetings, which
were almost always on Friday
afternoons and almost always
resulted in a lot more work, we
would sometimes digress from the
practical to the philosophical and
back,” said Burkhardt, who has
experienced the challenge and the
responsibility that come with overseeing the University’s present and
future financial well-being. Most
important, he said, was learning
to consider carefully the effects of
his decisions on all parties.
“Some decisions have been
harder than others, and the
answer isn’t always clear,” he said.
“A realism of life is that you have
to choose a point along a spectrum, and it’s not always black
and white.”
But the University can credit
many of its bold advances to
Burkhardt’s stewardship, said Tom Weckesser, assistant vice president for
finance and a 1998 Lackner honoree. For example, when the opportunity
arose in 2005 to acquire the initial 50 acres of NCR property, the price tag was
high.
“You know, $25 million is a lot of money to come up with,” Weckesser said.
“Tom Burkhardt thought a lot about it, but he ultimately said, ‘We owe this to
future generations of UD students.’ And he found a way.”
For Burkhardt, though, the biggest lessons haven’t been from the boldest
moves.
Burkhardt recalled a time he and Ploeger had to deliver some bad news to
Fitz, then UD’s president. Burkhardt expected Fitz to be upset, and he was. Yet
the Marianist’s response surprised him; it was thoughtful, not reactive.
“He took the bad news so calmly and with such patience,” Burkhardt said. “I
thought, ‘That’s how I want to be.’”
It is, Soucy said.
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